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Anchor  in  Rejioration  Cove-^ Account  of  two  Boat 
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of  the  Boats  Excurfon- — Seaman  poifoned  by 
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A  S  many  iieceffary  repairs  in  and  about  the 
^  ^  Difcovery  demanded  oar  immediate  atten¬ 
tion,*  and  that  no  time  might  be  loft,  on  Sunday 
the  2()thofMay,I  determined,  that  whilft  thofe  on 
board  were  employed  on  the  requifite  duties,  two 
boat  parties  (liould  be  difpatched  to  profecute  the 
examination  of  the  broken  redon  before  us.  Re- 

o 

collcdling;  there  was  a  lara:e  cove  to  the  north- 
ward  that  I  had  noticed  on  our  former  vifit,  and 
fuppofing  it  more  likely  to  anfwer  all  our  pur- 
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pofcs  than  the  ftatlon  we  had  taken^  I  fat  out 
alter  dinner  to  take  a  view  of  it,  and  finding  it  a 
very  eligible  place,  I  returned  in  the  evening, 
and,  with  the  flood  tide  the  following  morning, 
we  flood  towards  this  bay  or  cove,  bearing  by 
compafs  N.  28  E.  diflant  five  miles. 

The  flood  tide  affifled  our  progrefs  but  a  little 
w^ay  up  the  arm,  after  which  we  had  to  contend 
v.dth  thofc  counter  currents  that  have  been  be¬ 
fore  flated  as  not  only  rendering  the  vefTel  nearly 
flationary,  but  totally  ungovernable.  It  was  not 
until  two  in  the  afternoon  of  Monday  the  27th, 
that  we  anchored  in  12  fathoms  water,  and  with 
a  hawfer  moored  the  fhip  to  the  trees  on  the 
fliore  ;  this  w'as  a  fine  fandy  beach,  through  which 
flowed  an  excellent  flream  of  vvater  into  the  cove, 
clofc  to  the  flation  wx  had  taken.  Near  this 
flream,  by  the  felling  of  a  few  trees,  a  very  good 
fituation  was  obtained  for  the  obfervatory  and 
tents.  The  feinc  was  hauled  with  tolerable  fuc- 
cefs,  fo  that  we  had  a  profpeft  of  much  conve¬ 
nience,  and  of  acquiring  fbme  refrefhment  from 
the  fca.  Thefe  were  advantages  beyond  our  ex¬ 
pectations  in  this  dcfblate  region,  where  the  rain 
had  been  almofl  inceffantly  pouring  down  in  tor¬ 
rents  everfince  our  arrival  on  it. 

Tuefday  the  28th,  our  feveral  repairs  were 
begun.  The  leak  in  the  bows  of  the  fliip  claim¬ 
ed  our  firfl  attention  ;  by  ripping  the  copper  off 
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clown  to  the  water’s  edge  this  feemed  likely  to  be 
got  at,  and  to  be  completely  flopped.  The  after 
part  of  the  fliip  required  caulking,  the  launch  flood 
in  need  of  repair,  the  fails  in  ufe  wanted  mend¬ 
ing,  the  powder  airing,  and  feveral  fpars,  were 
required  to  replace  thofe  we  had  carried  away 
fmce  our  lafl  departure  from  this  coafl ;  but  the 
rainy  weather  flill  continuing,  we  proceeded  very 
ilowly  in  thefe  feveral  fervlces. 

-  On  W ednefday  the  29th,  Mr.  Johnflone  was 
difpatched  in  the  Chatham’s  cutter,  attended 
by  our  fmall  one,  to  finifli  the  examination  of 
this  inlet,  which  he  was  prevented  doing  lafl 
year  by  the  badnefs  of  the  weather.  The  next 
morning,  Tuefday  the  30th,  accompanied  by 
Lieutenant  Swaine  in  the  cutter,  I  fat  out  in 
the  yawl  to  examine  the  main  arm  of  this  inlet, 
that  appeared  to  take  its  diredtion  northerly  to 
the  wefl  of,  or  without,  the  arm  in  which  the 
Ihips  were  at  anchor.  This,  after  the  Right  Ho¬ 
nourable  Edmund  Burke,  1  named  Burke’s 
Channel, 

On  this  occafion  I  deemed  it  expedient,  that 
thofe  employed  on  boat  fervice  fhould  be  fupplled 
with  an  additional  quantity  of  wheat  and  portable 
foup,  fuflicient  to  afford  them  two  ho't  meals 
every  day  during  their  abfence  ;  and,f  in  confe- 
quence  of  their  being  much  expofed  to  the  pre¬ 
vailing' inclement  weather,  an  additional  quantity 

B  2  of 


/}  A  VOYAGE  OF  DISCOVEIlY  [MAY, 

of  fpirits,  to  be  ufcd  at  the  difcretion  of  the  of¬ 
ficer  commanding  each  party ;  a  praftlce  that 
was  found  necciTary  to  be  continued  throughout 
the  fcafon. 

About  nine  in  the  forenoon  we  arrived  in  what 
appeared  to  be  the  main  branch  of  the  inlet,  lead¬ 
ing  to  the  north  from  Fitzhugh’s  found.  After 
a  much-refpefted  friend,  I  named  this  Fisher’s 
ChanjS'el.  Some  detached  rocks  were  paffcd,that 
lie  N.  14  W.  about  a  league  from  the  north- weft 
'point  of  entrance  into  Burke’s  channel,  which  ob¬ 
tained  the  name  of  Point  Walker  ;  it  is  fitu- 
ated  in  latitude  '51^ 'SOVy  longitude  232^  0''; 

*  »  N 

Its  oppofitc  point  of  entrance,  named  Point 
Edmund,  lies  from  it  S.  6o  E.  near  two  miles. 
Off  point  Edmund  lie  feveral  rocky  iflets ;  with 
one  on  the  oppofite  Ihore,  a  little  wdthin  point 
Walker;  but  the  channel  is  fair  to  navigate. 

We  had  a  frefh  foutherly  gale  in  our  favor,  but 
the  cloudinefs  of  the  weather  prevented  my  ob¬ 
taining  an  obfervation  for  the  latitude.  For  this 
purpofe,  though  we  did  not  fucceed,  we  landed 
on  fome  rocks  near  the  w^ftern  ffiore ;  here  wx 
w^ere  vifited  by  a  few  of  the  natives,  who  were  at 
firft  fomewhat  fhy,  but  the'diftribution  of  a  few 
trinkets  amongft  them  foon  gained  their  confi¬ 
dence  and  friendfhip.  Thefe  people  appeared  to 
be  of  a  different  race  from  thofe  we  had  fcen  to 
the  fouthward,  ufed  a  different  language,  and 
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were  totally  unacquainted  with  that  fpoken  by 
the  inhabitants  of  Nootka,  The  ftature  of  the 
few  here  feen,  (not  exceeding  twenty)  was  much 
more  ftout  and  robuft  than  that  of  the  Indians 
further  fouth.  The  prominence  of  their  coun¬ 
tenances,  and  the  regularity  of  their  features,  re- 
fembled  the  northern  Europeans ;  their  faces 
were  generally  broad,  with  high  cheek  bones ;  , 
and  had  it  not  been  for  the  filth,  oil,  and  paint, 
with  which,  from  their  earlieft  infancy,  they  are 
befmeared  from  head  to  foot,  there  is  great  rea- 
fon  to  believe  that  their  colour  w^ould  have  dif- 
fered  but  little  from  fuch  of  the  labouring  Euro¬ 
peans  as  are  conftantly  expofed  to  the  inclemency 
and  alterations  of  the  weather.  From  thefe  rocks 
we  fleered  over  to  the  oppofite  fliore,  the  channel 
being  from  a  mile  to  half  a  league  wide.  The 
eaflern,  almofl  a  compacft  Ihore,  lies  in  a  north 
diredlion,  to  the  fouth  point  of  a  fmall  opening, 
in  latitude  52°  this  extended  E.  by  N.  four 
miles,  and  terminated  as  is  ufual  with  the  gene¬ 
rality  of  thefe  branches.  Its  north  point  of  en¬ 
trance  lies  from  its  fouth  point  N.  J  4  E.  diflant 
two  miles.  Before  its  entrance  are  two  fmall 
iflands,  and  towards  its  northern  fhore  are  fbme 
rocks.  This  opening  formed  a  good  harbour, 
and  was  by  me  named  Port  John.  From  the 
north  point  the  eaflern  coafl  flill  continued  nearly 
in  its  former  direction  for  two  miles  and  an  half, 
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and  then  took  a  more  eaftwardly  bend.  The 
country  we  had  pafled  along,  fince  we  had  en¬ 
tered  Fidier’s  channel,  mi2:ht,  on  the  weftern  fide, 
be  confidered  of  a  moderate  height ;  its  furface, 
compofed  principally  of  rocks,  was  uneven,  and 
full  of  chafms,  where  a  foil,  formed  by  the  decay 
of  vegetables,  produced  fome  different  forts  of 
pine  trees  of  flender  growth,  the  maple,  birch, 
fmall-fruited  crab,  and  a  variety  of  fhrubs,  and 
berry  bufhes.  The  eaftern  fhore  rofe  more 
abruptly,  and  was  bounded  behind  by  very  lofty 
rugged  mountains,  covered  with  fnow. 

As  we  proceeded  along  the  eaftern  fhore,  we 
pafled,  and  left  for  future  examination  an  open¬ 
ing  on  the  oppofite  fhore,  that  took  a  N.  N.  W. 
direftion,  and  w^as  of  fuch  confiderable  extent, 
as  to  make  me  doubtful  whether  it  might  not  be 
the  main  branch  of  the  inlet.  Agreeably,  how¬ 
ever,  to  my  former  pradllce,  we  kept  the  ftar- 
board  lliore  on  board,  as  the  moft  pofitive  means 
of  afcertaining  the  continental  boundary  ;  and 
as  we  advanced,  the  land  to  the  nortli-eaft  of  the 
above  opening,  forming  the  north-weft  fide  of 
the  channel,  rofe  to  an  equal  if  not  a  fuperior 
height  to  that  on  the  fouth-eaft  fide. 

The  evening  was  very  rough,  rainy,  and  un- 
pleafant,  and  what  contributed  to  render  our 
fituation  more  uncomfortable,  was  the  fteep  pre¬ 
cipices  that  conftltuted  the  fhores,  not  admitung 
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US  to  land  until  near  mldni2;ht ;  when  with  dlf- 
ficulty  we  found  room  for  eredline  our  tents  that 
had  been  conftrudled  on  a  fmall  fcale  for  the  con¬ 
venience  of  this  fervice. 

During  the  night  we  had  a  very  heavy  fall  of 
rain,  and  at  day-light  on  Friday  the  3  ift,  our  lodg¬ 
ing  WRTS  difcovered  to  have  been  in  a  morafs,  and 
moft  of  our  things  w^ere  very  w^et.  In  this  very 
unpleafant  abode  wx  were  detained  by  the  wea¬ 
ther  until  eight  o’clock,  when,  although  the  rain 
continued,  the  haze  clee.red  fufficiently  to  allow 
of  our  proceeding  northward  to  a  point  on  the 
oppofite  diore,  fituated  in  latitude  52°  mF,  lon¬ 
gitude  232°  12F;  where  the  channel  divided 
into  tw^o  branches,  one  leading,  to  the  N.  N.  E. 
the  other  N.  03  E.  The  latter,  for  the  reafons 
before  given,  became  the  objedl  of  our  purfult. 
From  Mr.  Johnftone’s  iketch  the  preceding  year, 
and  from  the  direction  this  branch  was  now  feen 
to  take,  we  had  fome  reafon  to  fuppofe  the  eafi- 
ern  land  was  an  ifland.  Towards  noon  the  W'ca- 
ther  enabled  me  to  get  an  indifferent  obforva- 
tlon  for  the  latitude,  wfolch  fhew^ed  52°  IQ\  The 
inlet  now  extending  to  the  north-eaftward  was 
generally  about  a  mile  wide,  the  fliores  fteep, 
rocky,  and  compadt,  if  a  fmall  opening,  or  fliel- 
tered  bay,  on  the  fouth-eaft  fliore  be  excepted. 
In  the  afternoon  two  openings  on  the  north- weft 
fiiore  were  paffed.  The  northernmoft  of  thefo 
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had  the  appearance  of  being  extenfive.  At  its 
fouth  point  of  entrance,  in  latitude  52""  23 
longitude  232’  28i^  we  met  with  a  fmall  party 
of  the  natives,  whofe  appearance  and  condud: 
much  refembled  thofe  we  had  met  the  day  be¬ 
fore.  They  ftrongly  folicited  us  to  vifit  thei^ 
houfes ;  but  as  their  figns  gave  us  reafon  to  be¬ 
lieve  their  habitations  were  behind  us,  though 
at  no  great  diftance,  I  declined  their  civil  intrea- 
tles,  and  profecuted  our  furvey  until  feven  in  the 
eVening,  when  we  arrived  at  a  point,  from  whence 
this  inlet  again  divides  into  two  arms,  one  taking 
a  northerly,  the  other  a  fouth-eafterly  diredtion. 
From  this  point,  named  by  me  Poiis^t  Edward, 
fituated  in  latitude  52°  25i'',  longitude  232°  37F, 
and  forming  the  northern  extremity  of  the  eaft- 
ern  fhore,  we  diredled  our  route  to'  the  fouth- 
eaft,  in  order  to  take  up  our  lodging  for  the 
night,  having  little  doubt  of  finding  that  chan¬ 
nel  to  be  the  fame  that  Mr.  Johnftone  had  .the 
laft  year  left  unexplored,  extending  to  the  north¬ 
ward. 

About  four  in  the  morning  of  Saturday  the  ift 
of  J  une,  the  weather  being  mild,  though  cloudy, 
we  again  profecuted  our  refearches  to  the  fouth- 
eaft',  and  about  ieven  came  to  a  point  that  left  no 
doubt  as  to  our  fituation;  and  that  the  ftarboard 
fhore  which  w^e  had  thus  far  purfued,  was  one 
fide  of  an  extenfive ‘ifland,  which  I  diftinguiflied 

by 
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by  the  name  of  King’s  Island,  after  the  family 
of  my  late  highly-efteemed  and  much-lamented 
friend,  Captain  James  King  of  the  navy.  Point 
Menzies  was  feen  from  thisftation  lyin^;  S.  83  E. 
about  three  leagues  diftant,  and  the  north -eafi: 
point  of  Burke’s  channel  on  the  oppofite  Ihore  S. 
78  E.  two  miles  and  an  half  diftant.  The  con¬ 
tinuation  of  the  inlet  to  the  eaftward  was  evi¬ 
dently  the  fame  that  had  undergone  the  exami¬ 
nation  of  Mr.  Johnftone,  and  determined  to  a 
certainty  that  w^e  had  the  continent  again  in 
view. 

At  this  point  I  left  in  a  confpicuous  place  a 

note,  dcfiring  Mr.  Johnftone  would  return  to  the 

% 

veftels  by  the  way  he  had  come  ;  having  before 
received  directions,  in  cafe  of  his  finally  exploring 
the  arm  before  us  leading  to  the  eaftward,  to  en¬ 
deavour  to  return  to  the  veffeis  by  the  route  we 
had  purfued  ;  this  had  now  become  unneceflary  ; 
and  as  the  inlet  at  point  Menzies  had  again  di¬ 
vided  itfeif  Into  two  branches,  one  extendina;  in  a 
fouth-eafterly,  and  the  other  in  a  north-eafterly 
direction,  I  had  acquainted  Mr.  Johnftone,  that 
I  iTiould  profecute  the  examfination  of  the  north- 
eaftern  branch,  v/hilft  he  was  employed  in  the 
other,  if  I  met  wdth  no  indications  of  his  having 

O 

preceded  me.  After  quitting  this  point,  we 
landed  to  breakfaft  on  the  before  mentioned  point 
of  the  continental  fhore,  and  there  found,  either 
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left  by  accident  or  defign,  one  of  our  kegs,  which 
proved  that  Mr.  Johnftone  had  reached  thatfpot 
before  us.  In  its  bung-hole  I  left  a  note  fimilar 
to  the  former. 

The  weather  was  now  ferene  and  pleafant. 
With  a  gentle  fouth-wxft  breeze,  after  breakfaft, 
we  continued  to  examine  the  north-eaft  branch, 
and  at  noon  I  obferved  the  latitude  in  its  entrance 
to  be  52^  19^  30^';  whence  point  Menzles  will  be 
found  to  He  in  52^  IS'"  33^^;  being  -V  further 
north  than  the  latitude  affigned  to  that  point  on 
our  former  vlfit ;  but  its  longitude  did  not  appear 
to  require  any  corredlion. 

On  the  north  point  of  entrance  into  this  branch 
I  left  a  third  note  for  Mr.  Johnftone,  left  he 
fhould  not  at  this  time  have  finilhed  his  fouth- 
eaftern  furvey,  and  ftiould  hereafter  purfue  the 
examination  of  this  arm,  dlrecftlnc:  him  as  before 
to  return  home,  as  the  whole  extent  within  the 
limits  of  his  intended  excurfion  wxuld  now  fall 
under  my  owm  inveftigatlon. 

From  hence  we  dircdled  our  courfe  over  to  the 
caftern  ftiorc,  where,  obfervlng  a  fire  on  the  beach 
amongft  the  drift  wxod,  wx  landed,  and  not  only 
found  evident  fignsof  Mr.  Johnftone’s  party  hav¬ 
ing  recently  quitted  the  beach,  but  on  a  tree  w^as 
written  with  a  burnt  ftlck,  Gone  hyJ'‘  Any 
further  attempts  here  on  our  part  became  there¬ 
fore  ufclefs.  That  branch  extended  to  the  foutlw 
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eaft,  and  from  the  lisfht  colour  of  the  water  wc 
had  pafled  through  this  morning,  there  was  no 
doubt  it  had  terminated  in  the  ufual  way.  In  our 
progrefs  to  this  ftation,  w^e  had  paffed  five  open¬ 
ings  on  the  larboard  or  continental  fliorc.  Our 
attention  was  now  directed  to  thefe  objecSs,  and 
having  dined,  wx  returned  by  the  fame  way  w’C 
had  come,  and  refted  for  the  night  near  our  lodg¬ 
ing  of  the  preceding  evening. 

The  appearance  of  the  country  we  had  paffed 
varied  in  no  refpedl  from  what  has  already 
been  frequently  deferibed,  excepting  that  the 
maple,  birch,  crab,  and  other  fmall  trees,  feemed 
to  be  more  numerous,  and  of  a  larger  fize.  Two 
or  three  whales,  one  near  point  Menzies,  feveral 
feals,  and  fome  fea  otters  had  been  feen  ;  theic 
were  remarkably  fhy,  as  w^ere  two  black  bears  that 
were  obferved  on  the  fhores. 

The  tide  in  this  neighbourhood  appeared  to 
rife  and  fall  about  ten  feet ;  and  it  is  high  water 
10’^  2o'  after  the  noon  paffes  the  meridian;  but 
neither  the  ebb  nor  the  flood  appeared  to  occa- 
fion  any  general,  or  even  vifible,  ftream. 

Early  the  next  morning,  Sunday  the  2d,  with 
rainy  unpleafant  wxather,  we  again  proceeded, 
keeping  the  ftarboard  or  continental  Ihore  on 
board,  to  the  fifth  unexamined  opening,  lying 
from  point  Edward  on  King’s  ifland  nearly  north, 
about  fix  miles;  in  general  a  mile,  butfometimes 

a  league 
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a  league  wide.  We  pafled  au  Illet  and  fomc 
rocks,  lying  on  the  eaftern  or  ftarboard  fliore, 
where  we  break  failed,  and  afterwards  continued 
our  refearches  until  about  two  o’clock,  when  we 
Hopped  to  dine  in  a  bay  on  the  weftern  fhore, 
into  which  flowed  the  moft  confiderable  rivulet 
I  had  yet  feen  in  this  country.  The  tide  was 
then  at  the  loweft,  yet  it  admitted  our  boats  into 
its  entrance,  which  is  about  thirty  yards  wide, 
and  four  feet  deep,  and  difeharged  a  rapid  ftream 
of  frefli  w^ater,  until  prevented  by  the  flood  tide. 
The  fpiing  tides  appeared  to  rife  about  feven  feet. 
High  w  ater  1  H  10^  after  the  moon  pafTes  the  me¬ 
ridian.  This  brook  foon  decrcafed  in  dimenfions 
within  the  entrance,  and  fliortly  lofi:  itfelf  in  a 
valley  bounded  at  no  great  diflance  by  high  per¬ 
pendicular  mountains.  Three  Indians  appeared  on 
the  oppofite  fide  of  the  brook.  I  endeavoured  by 
figns  and  offers  of  trinkets  to  prevail  on  their 
croffing  over  to  us,  but  wdthout  fuccefs ;  at  length 
they  gave  us  to  underftand  by  figns,  that  if  we 
w^ould  go  back  to  our  party,  wdio  were  at  no  great 
diftance,  they  would  follow  in  their  canoe.  They 
paddled  after  us  a  few  yards,  but  again  returned 
to  the  fliore,  on  which  one  of  them  landed,  and 
the  other  two  again  came  forw^ard.  The  man 
who  had  landed  haftened  back  along  the  banks  of 
the  brook,  with  vifible  marks  of  fear,  as  we  con- 
jeHured,  tow^ards  their  habitations.  His  appre- 
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henfions  operated  on  the  other  two,  who  alfo  re¬ 
tired  up  the  brook  in  their  canoe.  As  w^e  were 
preparing  to  depart  about  three  o'clock,  this  ca¬ 
noe,  attended  by  another  containing  fix  or  feven 
Indians,  came  down  the  rivulet ;  but  notwith- 
ftandlng  every  means  was  ufed  to  invite  them, 
they  would  not  venture  nearer  us  than  their  com¬ 
panions  had  done  before.  I  left  fome  Iron,  knives, 
and  trinkets  near  our  fire,  whither  I  had  little 
doubt  their  curlofity  Vv^ould  foon  be  diredled. 

From  hence  w'e  proceeded  about  nine  miles  up 
the  arm,  ftill  extending  to  the  north-eaft,  and 
preferving  the  fame  Vvidth.  We  paffed  a  fmali 
Ifland  lying  near  the  weftern  fliore  ;  here  we  took 
up  our  abode  for  the  night,  and  the  next  morning, 
Monday  the  3d,  again  proceeded.  The  water 
was  nearly  frefh  at  low  tide,  but  was  not  of  a 
very  light  colour.  Flaving  gone  about  a  league 
we  arrived  at  a  point  on  the  weftern  fliore,  from 
wdicnce  the  arm  took  a  diredtion  N.  N.  W.  for 
about  three  lea.g'ues,  and  then,  as  was  moft  com- 
nionly  the  cafe,  it  terminated  in  low  marfliy  land. 
On  a  fmall  fpot  of  lov/  projedting  land  from  the 
eafteni  diore,  three  or  four  natives  were  obferved, 
wdio  would  not  venture  near  us ;  and  at  a  little 
diftance  from  the  fliore,  the  trees  appeared  to  have 
been  cleared  away  for  fome  extent,  and  a  fquare^ 
fpacious  platform  was  eredled,  lying  horizontally, 
and  fupported  by  feveral  upright  fpars  of  con¬ 
fide  r  able 
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fiderable  thickncfs,  and  apparently  not  lefs  than 
twenty-five  or  thirty  feet  high  from  the  ground. 
A  fire  was  burnins;  on  it  at  one  end,  but  there 
Yv^as  no  appearance  of  any  thing  like  a  houfe, 
though  we  concluded  that  fuch  was  the  ufe  to 
which  it  was  appropriated.  After  break faft  wc 
returned  by  the  fame  rout  we  had  arrived,  and 
ftopped  at  the  point  above  mentioned  to  obferve 
its  latitude,  which  I  found  to  be  52°  43J^,  and  its 
longitude  232°  55\  To  this  point  I  gave  the 
name  of  Point  Raphoe,  and  to  the  channel  we 
had  thus  explored.  Dean’s  Channel.  Quitting 
this  point,  we  dined  on  our  return  at  the  fame 
brook  where  we  had  flopped  the  preceding  day  ^ 
the  Indians  had  taken  the  trinkets  we  had  left 
for  them,  and  although  they  wTre  heard  in  the 
woods  they  did  not  make  their  appearance.  From 
thence  wc  proceeded  towards  the  next  unexplored 
ini  ct,  until  near  dark,  when  wx  halted  again  for 
the  night,  and  on  the  folio w^ing  morning,  Tuef- 
day  the  -Itb,  reached  its  entrance  about  half  a 
mile  wide,  lying  in  a  N.  50  W.  diredtion.  The 
w’catiicr  was  rough,  chilly,  and  unpleafant,  at¬ 
tended  With  much  rain  until  near  noon.  At  this 
time  w'c  had  reached  w'ithln  a  mile  of  the  head 
of  the  arm,  where  the  obferved  latitude  was  52^ 
32h  longitude  232°  1  Y  ;  this  terminated  like  the 
others,  and  we  returned  by  the  fame  route  we 
had  come. 


The 
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The  width  of  this  channel  did  not  any  where 
exceed  three  quarters  of  a  mile ;  its  fliores  were 
bounded  by  precipices  much  more  perpendicular 
than  any  we  had  yet.fcen  during  this  excurfion  ; 
and  from  the  fummits  of  the  mountains  that  over¬ 
looked  it,  particularly  on  its  north-eaftern  fliore, 
there  fell  feveral  large  cafcades.  Thefe  were  ex¬ 
tremely  grand,  and  by  much  the  largeft  and  moft 
tremendous  of  any  w  e  had  ever  beheld.  The  im- 
petuofity  with  which  thefe  waters  defcended, 
produced  a  ftrong  current  of  air  that  reached 
nearly  to  the  oppofite  fide  of  the  channel,  though 
it  was  perfectly  calm  in  every  other  dlredtion.  At 
firfl:  I  confidered  thefe  cafcades  to  have  been  folely 
occafioned  by  the  melting  of  the  fnow  on  the 
mountains  that  furrounded  us ;  but,  on  compar¬ 
ing  them  with  feveral  fmaller  falls  of  w^ater, 
which,  by  their  colour,  by  the  foil  brought  down 
w^lth  them,  and  other  circumftances,  wxre  evi¬ 
dently  produced  from  that  temporary  caufe  ;  the 
larger  torrents  appeared  to  owe  their  origin  to  a 
more  general  and  permanent  fource.  This  arm 
I  diftinguifhed  by  the  name  of  Cascade  Chan¬ 
nel.  Near  its  fouth  point  of  entrance,  w^e  again 
met  the  friendly  Indians  who  had  fo  civilly  invited 
us  to  their  habitations  ;  their  intreatles  were  re¬ 
peated,  w’lth  v»^hich  w'e  complied,  and  we  found 
their  village  to  confift  of  feven  houfes,  fituated  in 
a  frnall  rocky  cove  clofe  round  the  point.  On  ap¬ 
proaching 
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proaching  near  to  their  dwellings,  they  defired 
we  would  not  land  there,  but  on  the  oppoiite  fide 
of  the  cove  ;  which  we  did,  and  by  that  means 
ingratiated  ourfelves  in  their  favor,  and  fecured 
their  confidence.  We  v^^ere  vifited  by  about  forty 
of  the  male  inhabitants,  but  the  women  and 
young  children  who  appeared  to  equal  that  num¬ 
ber,  remained  in  their  houfes.  The  confirudHon 
of  thefe  w^as  very  curious  ;  the  back  parts  ap¬ 
peared  to  be  fjpported  by  the  projedlion  of  a  very 
high,  and  nearly  perpendidular,  rocky  cliff,  and 
the  front  and  fides  by  deader  poles,  about  fixteen 
or  eighteen  feet  hip;h.  I  was  much  inclined  to 
be  better  acquainted  with  thefe  curious  manfions; 
but  the  repugnance  llievvii  by  their  owners  to  our 
"entering  them,  induced  me  to  decline  the  at- 
tempt,  left  it  might  give  them  ferious  offence, 
anti  difturb  the  harmony  that  had  taken  place 
between  us.  Not  one  of  them  had  a  w'eapon’of 

any  kind,  and  they  all  condudlcd  themfclves  in 

% 

the  molt  civil  and  orderl}^  manner.  Some  me¬ 
dals  and  a  fev/  trinkets  were  given  them,  and  in 
return  v/e  received  a  very  iiiditfercnt  fca  otter 
fein,  and  fome  pieces  of  halibut.  In  this  traffic 
tlicy  proved  themfclves  to  be  keen  traders,  but 
acted  with  the  ftrldtcfi:  lionefty. 

‘  (3ur  vifit  here  detained  us  about  half  an  hour, 
'^aftcr  which  we  proceeded  to  the  third  unexplored 
opening.  This  was  about  S.  52  W..  and  about 
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a  league  dlftant  from  the  fouth  point  of  Cafcade 
channel ;  here  we  refted,  and  in  the  morning  of 
Wednefday  the  5  th,  found  it  terminate  about 
tw^o  miles  in  a  wefterly  diredion.  From  thence 
we  proceeded  to  the  next  arm  ;  this  was  the  firft 
we  had  noticed  to  the  eaftward  of  that,  of  which 
on  the  30th  of  May  1  had  entertained  doubts  of 
its  being  the  main  branph  of  the  inlet. 

We  were  now^  favored  with  pleafant  weather^ 
and  a  gentle  gale  from  the  N.  E.  and  S.  E.  This, 
^  by  noon,  brought  us  within  about  a  mile  of  this 
arm’s  termination,  which,  from  its  entrance  in  a 
Is .  N.  E.  diredtion,  is  about  five  miles  ;  here  I 
obferved  the  latitude  to  be  52®  19^,  the  longitude 
232^13}^,  This  branch  finifhed  in  a  fimilar 
manner  with  the  many  others,  though  its  fliores 
wxre  not  fo  fleep,  nor  did  they  afford  fuch  falls 
of  water  as  were  feen  in  Cafcade  channel.  From 
hence  we  continued  along  the  continental  fliore 
until  the  evening,  when  we  reached  the  doubtful 
opening,  and  found  its  entrance  to  be  in  latitude 
52®  12^,  longitude  232°  7^ ;  it  is  about  three  quar¬ 
ters  of  a  mile  wide,  and  has  a  frnall  iflet  and  fe- 
veral  rocks  extending  from  its  north-eaft  point. 
Between  thefe  rocks  and  the  weftern  fhore  there 
appeared  to  be  a  fair  navigable  channeL 

About  a  mile  up  this  opening  on  the  ftarboard, 
or  continental  Ihore,  we  remained  during  the 
'  night  on  an  infulated  rock,  that  had  formerly  been 
VoL.  IV,  C  appro-* 
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appropriated  to  the  refidence  of  the  natives.  It 
forms  the  north  point  of  entrance  into  a  cove, 
where  a  funken  rock  lies,  not  vifible  until  half 
tide  ;  within  this  rock  is  a  clear  fandy  bottom, 
that  might  be  found  convenient  for  the  purpofe 
of  laying  fmall  veffels  aground  to  clean  or  repair, 
as  we  eftimated  the  tide,  though  not  near  the 
height  of  the  fprings,  to  rife  fourteen  or  fifteen 
feet,  and  to  be  high  w^ater  at  the  time  the  moon 
paffes  the  meridian.  We  were  detained  at  this 
ftation  by  thick,  foggy,  and  rainy  weather,  at¬ 
tended  with  a  ftrong  fouth-eaft:  ,gale,  until  ten 
o’clock  in  the  forenoon  of  Thurfday  the  Cth, 
when  the  fog  in  fome  meafure  clearing  away,  we 
proceeded  in  our  refearches  up  this  arm.  It  lies 
in  a  general  direction  of  N.  20  W.,  for  about 
three  leagues ;  the  eallern  or  continental  fhore  is 
fteep  and  compaft ;  but,  on  the  weflern  fhore, 
we  pafifed,  five  or  fix  miles  within  the  entrance, 
five  rocky  iflets  producing  fome  trees,  and  admit¬ 
ting  a  paiTage  for  boats  between  them  and  the 
fliore ;  and  on  the  fame  fide,  about  leven  miles 
within  the  entrance,  is  a  larger  iflet,  having  be¬ 
tween  it  and  the  fhore  a  rock ;  on  which  was  an 
Indian  village  that  contained  many  houfes,  and 
leemed  to  be  very  populous.  W^e  were  no  fooner 
difcovered,  than  feveral  large  canoes  were  em¬ 
ployed  in  tranfporting  a  number  of  the  inhabi¬ 
tants  to  the  fhore  on  the  weftern  fide,  who  in- 

ftantly 
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ftantly  ran  to  the  woods  and  hid  themfelves.  Our 
route  however^  wide  of  either  their  village 

or  their  retirement,  we  did  not  increafe  their  ap- 
prehenfions  by  approaching  nearer  to  them,  but 
continued  our  furvey  up  the  arm  that  ftill  took 
a  northerly  diredlion,  leaving  on  the  weftern  fhore 
a  fpacious  opening  extending  to  the  weftward, 
and  pairing  a  fmall  ifland  covered  with  pine 
trees,  that  lies  nearly  in  mid-channel  of  the  arm 
we  were  purfuing. 

Having  reached,  about  two  in  the  afternoon, 
a  point  on  the  eaftern  fhore,  about  ten  miles  from 
the  entrance,  we  flopped  to  dine,  and  were  here 
vifited  by  fome  of  the  Indians  from  the  village  in 
two  canoeSi  Thefe  were  totally  unarmed,  and 
at  firfl  afted  with  a  confiderable  degree  of  cau¬ 
tion.  A  few  trivial  prefents  however  foon  difli- 
pated  their  fears>  and  they  became  equally  civil 
with  thofe  we  had  before  feen,  from  whom  they 
did  not  appear  to  differ,  excepting  in  their  being 
lefs  cleanly  ;  or  more  properly  fpeaking,  in  being 
more  bedaubed  with  oil  and  paints.  They  re* 
mained  with  us  until  our  dinner  was  over,  fold 
us  two  or  three  otter  fkins,  the  only  commodity 
they  brought  for  barter,  and  when  we  proceeded 
they  returned  home. 

From  this  point  we  found  the  arm  take  firfl  ^ 
direction  N.  40  E.  near  a  league,  and  then  N.  30 
W.  about  five  miles  further ;  it  was  in  genera 

C  2  {vom 
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from  half  to  three  quarters  of  a  mile  wide,  and 
terminated  as  ufual  in  low  fwampy  land,  in  lati¬ 
tude  5  2^  282  j  longitude  232^  4\  From  hence 
we  returned  and  halted  for  the  night,  about  two 
miles  from  its  head  on  the  weliern  fliore. 

The  next  morning,  Friday  the  7th,  we  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  the  branch  leading  to  the  weftward, 
that  we  had  paffed  the  preceding  day  ;  and  about 
eight  o’clock  reached  a  fmall  illand  lying  near 
the  northern  fhore,  about  two  miles  to  the  weft- 

V 

ward  of  its  entrance,  fituated  in  latitude  52^  1  qV, 
longitude  232°  F.  Flere  we  flopped  to  breakfaft, 
and  were  again  vifited  by  our  friends  from  the 
village  on  the  rock,  whofe  behaviour  was  fimilar 
to  what  we  had  before  experienced. 

The  weather  became  ferene  and  pleafant,  with 
a  gentle  breeze  from  the  fouth-weft.  We  now 
quitted  the  high  fteep  fnowy  mountains,  com- 
pofing  the  fhores  we  had  lately  traverfed  ;  for  the 
iides  of  the  opening  before  us,  comparatively 
fpeaking,  might  be  confidered  as  land  of  mode¬ 
rate  height.  Its  fur  face  covered  with  wood  was 
very  uneven,  and  being  very  fimilar  to  the  gene¬ 
ral  appearance  of  the  land  near  the  fea  coaft,  gave 
us  reafon  to  believe  this  channel  would  lead  to¬ 
wards  the  ocean. 

The  continental  Ihore  had  been  accurately 
traced  to  our  prefent  ftation,  and  the  communi¬ 
cation  of  this  channel  with  the  ocean  became  an 

objedl 
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obje6l  I  much  wlflied  to  afcertain,  before  the 
veffels  fhould  be  removed  further  into  this  inte¬ 
rior  and  intricate  navigation  ;  •  wxll  knowing  the 
tardy  and  difagreeable  progrefs  in  fo  doing.  To 
eifefi:  this  purpofe  in  the  beft  manner  I  w'as  able, 

I  continued  to  trace  the  channel  leading  weft- 
ward,  paffing  by  on  the  ftarboard  or  continental  ' 
fhore,  an  opening  that  appeared  to  terminate  in 
a  fpaclous  bay,  at  the  diftance  of  about  tw^o 
miles.  Another  opening  was  feen  immediately 
to  the  weftward  of  this  bay,  that  appeared  of 
confiderable  extent,  leading  to  the  N.  N.  W.  and 
had  tw’o  fmall  illands  nearly  in  the  centre  of  its 
entrance  ;  but,  as  we  had  now  been  nine  days 
from  the  fhip,  our  ftock  of  provifions  w^as  too 
mueh  reduced  to  admit  of  our  undertaking  fur¬ 
ther  examinations,  efpecially  as  every  foot  w^e 
advanced  we  had  additional  reafons  forfuppoling 
we  fhould  find  a  channel  in  this  neighbourhood 
that  would  lead  to  the  ocean.  From  the  laft 
opening  the  coaft  trended  S.  4oW.  ;  in  which 
diredllon  I  well  knew  we  could  not  long  conti¬ 
nue,  without  meeting  the  fea ;  and  having  pro¬ 
ceeded  thus  nearly  a  league,  I  flopped  about 
noon  at  a  point  on  the  north-weft  fliore  to  ob- 
ferve  the  latitude,  which  was  52^  1/'',  longitude 
231°  5'F;  and  whilft  I  was  fo  employed,  Mr. 
Swalne  was  fent  forward  with  diredlions,  on  his 
dlfcoverlng  a  clear  channel  to  fea,  to  return.  As 

C  3  1  w  as 
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I  w^as  preparing  to  follow  him,  the  cutter  was 
feen  coming  back  ;  Mr.  Swaine  reported,  that 
from  a  point  lying. S.  48  W.  a  mile  and  a  half 
from  our  then  ftation,  he  had  fecn  the  ocean  in 
a  dire6lion  S.  70  W. ;  the  furtheft  land  being 
about  three  or  four  leagues  diftant. 

Being  now  fatisfied  that  all  the  land  forming 
the  fea  coaft,  from  the  fouth  entrance  into  Fitz- 
hugh’s  found,  to  the  place  from  whence  we  now 
looked  into  the  ocean,  confifted  of  two  extenfive 
iflands,  that  were  again  probably  much  Subdi¬ 
vided  ;  I  confidered  the  objedl  of  our  errand  ac-? 
complifhed,  and  we  fat  oft  on  our  returri  towards 
the  ftation  of  the  vcflels,  from  whence  we  were 
45  miles  diftant.  In  the  evening  we  paffed  clofc 
to  the  rock  on  which  the  village  laft  mentioned 
is  fituated  ;  it  appeared  to  be  about  half  a  mile  in 
circuit,  and  w^as  intirely  occupied  by  the  habita¬ 
tions  of  the  natives.  ,Thefe  appeared  to  be  well 
conftrufted ;  the  boards  forming  the  Tides  of  the 
houfes  were  well  fitted,  and  the  roofs  rofe  from 
each  fide  with  fufficlent  inclination  to  throw  oft 
the  rain.  The  gable  ends  were  decorated  with 
curious  painting,  and  near  one  or  two  of  the 
moft  confpicuous  manfions  were  carved  figures  in 
large  logs  of  timber,  rcprefenting  a  gigantic  hu¬ 
man  form,  with  ftrange  and  uncommonly  dis¬ 
torted  features.  Some  of  our  former  vifitors  again 
came  off,  and  conduced  themfelves  as  before 

with 
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with  great  civility ;  but  thefe  as  well  as  thofe  on 
fhore,  had  great  objedlions  to  our  landing  at  their 
village  ;  the  latter  making  iigns  to  us  to  keep  ofF, 
and  the  former  giving  us  to  underftand,  that  our 
company  was  not  delired  at  their  habitations. 
Their  numbers,  I  fhould  imagine,  amounted  at 
ieaft  to  three  hundred.  After  gratifying  our 
friends  with  fome  prefents,  they  returned  to  their 
rock,  and  we  continued  our  route  homewards. 

About  noon  of  Saturday  the  8th,  in  a  bay  op- 
pofite  an  opening  on  the  weftern  fhore,  that  had 
the  appearance  of  communicating  with  the  ocean, 
we  fell  in  with  about  forty  men,  Vv^omen,  and  chil¬ 
dren  of  the  fame  tribe  of  Indians  wc  had  met  on 
the  firfc  day.  Thele  received  us  with  the  fame 
kind  of  caution  we  had  before  experienced,  and 
deiired  we  would  land  at  a  rock  a  little  diftant 
from  the  party.  On  complying  with  their  wifhes, 
we  were  vifited  by  moft  of  the  men  and  boys, 
who,  after  receiving  fome  prefents,  gave  us  fully 
to  underftand,  that  the  women  would  have  had 
no  objedlion  to  our  company  ;  but  having  ftill  a 
long  pull  againft  wind  and  tide  before  we  could 
reach  the  ftiips,  I  declined  their  civil  folicita- 
tions. 

The  whole  of  this  party  were  employed  in 
gathering  cockles,  and  in  preparing  a  fort  of  pafte 
from  the  inner  bark  of  a  particular  kind  of  pine 
tree,  intended  we  fuppofed  as  a  fubftitute  for 

C  4  bread ; 
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bread ;  this  they  wafhed  in  the  fea  water,  beat  it 
very  hard  on  the  rocks,  and  then  made  it  up  into 
balls.  It  had  a  fweetifh  tafte,  was  ycry  tender, 
and  if  we  may  judge  from  their  adlions,  it  feemed 
by  them  to  be  confidered  as  good  food. 

This,  as  well  as  the  cockles,  they  offered  in 
abundance,  in  return  for  nails  and  trinkets,  but 
we  accepted  only  a  few  of  the  latter. 

About  ten  at  night  we  arrived  on  board,  where 
I  found  all  well,  and  moft  of  our  material  work 
executed.  ^  Mr.  Baker  informed  me,  that  the 
weather  had  been  very  unpleafant  during  my  ab- 
fence,  and  according  to  his  account  infinitely 
vrorfe  than  what  we  had  experienced  ;  this  had 
greatly  protradled  the  neceffary  duties  of  the  fhip, 
and  prevented  due  obfervations  being  made  for 
afcertaining  our  fituation,  and  the  rate  of  the 
chronometers ;  I  was  apprehenfive,  that  the  few 
that  had  been  obtained  were  all  that  on  the  pre- 
ient  occafion  were  likely  to  be  procured. 

The  next  morning,  Sunday  the  Qth,  Mr. 
Johnftone  informed  me,  that  on  the  forenoon 
of  the  30th  of  May  he  reached  point  Menzies, 
from  whence  he  found  an  arm  lying  in  a  direc¬ 
tion  with  little  variation  S.  33  E.  By  noon 
they  had  advanced  about  five  miles  from  point 
Menzies,  where  the  latitude  was  obferved  to  be 
52°  13',  and  about  four  miles  further  paffed  an 
ifland  on  the  eaftern  fhore.  The  weather  being 

pleafant. 
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pleafant,  great  progrefs  was  made  until  the  even¬ 
ing,  when  they  reached  its  termination  in  lati¬ 
tude  52°  ]',  longitude  233°  18'.  Its  width  in 
general  a  little  exceeded  a  mile,  and  the  furround¬ 
ing  country  exaftly  rclembied  that  which  w^e  had 
found  contiguous  to  the  branches  of  the  fea  that 
have  been  fo  repeatedly  defcrlbed.  Here  the 
party  halted  for  the  night,  and  at  day-fight  the 
next  mornine;  returned.  On  the  eaftern  fide  of 
this  channel,  near  the  head  of  a  fmall  rivulet, 
they  had  noticed  on  the  preceding  evening  a 
houfe  of  a  very  fingular  confirm 61  ion,  but  per¬ 
ceived  no  figns  of  its  being  inhabited.  As  they 
now  advanced  forne  fmoke  w^as  obferved,  and 
three  Indians  approached  them  with  much  cau¬ 
tion,  and  Ihewlng  great  difapprobation  at  their 
landing ;  on  receiving  fome  nails  and  trinkets 
they  however  became  reconciled,  and  attended 
Mr.  Johnftone  with  fome  of  the  gentlemen  of 
his  party  to  their  habitations.  Thefe  were  found 
to  be  of  a  different  conftmdtlon  from  any  they 
had  before  feen ;  they  were  eredled  on  a  plat¬ 
form  fimllar  to  that  feen  in  my  late  excurfion, 
and  mentioned  as  being  raifed  and  fupported 
near  thirty  feet  from  the  ground  by  perpendicular 
fpars  of  a  very  large  fize ;  the  whole  occupying 
a  fpace  of  about  thirty-five  yards  by  fifteen,  was 
covered  in  by  a  roof  of  boards  lying  nearly  hori- 
j^.ontal,  and  parallel  to  the  platform ;  it  feemed 

to 
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to  be  divided  into  three  different  houfes,  or  ra¬ 
ther  apartments,  each  having  a  feparate  accefs 
formed  by  a  long  tree  in  an  inclined  pofition  from 
the  platform  to  the  ground,  with  notches  cut  in 
it  by  way  of  fteps,  about  a  foot  and  a  half  afun- 
der.  Up  one  of  thefe  ladders  Mr.  Johnftone, 
"With  one  of  his  party  only,  was  fufiered  to  af- 
cend,  and  by  removing  a  broad  board  placed  as 
a  kind  of  door  on  the  platform  where  the  ladder 
xefted,  they  entered  on  a  fmall  area  before  the 
door  of  the  houfe  or  apartment  to  w^hich  the 
ladder  belonged.  Here  they  found  four  of  the 
natives  polled,  each  bearing  a  rude  weapon  made 
of  iron,  not  unlike  a  dagger.  They  only  per¬ 
mitted  Mr.  Johnftone  to  look  about  him,  and 
feemed  much  averfe  to  his  entering  the  houfe, 
which  he  prudently  did  not  infift  upon  ;  but  fo 
far  as  he  w^as  able  to  obferve  within  doors,  their 
internal  arrangements  differed  little  or  nothing 
from  the  domeftic  c^conomy  of  the  Indians  al¬ 
ready  feen  on  the  fliores  of  North  Weft  America. 
The  number  of  inhabitants  feen  at  this  curious 
place  did  not  exceed  a  dozen  or  fourteen,  but 
^mongft  them  were  neither  women  nor  children. 
Mr.  Johnftone  difeovered  from  this  that  their 
landing  had  excited  no  fmall  degree  of  alarm  ; 
which  greatly  fubfided  on  their  departure.  Three 
very  fmall  canoes  only  were  feen,  and  thefe 
feemed,  from  their  conftrudtion,  capable  of  per¬ 
forming 
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forming  no  other  fervlce  than  that  of  fifhing  in 
the  fmall  ftreams  that  are  frequently  met  with 
at  the  head  of  thefe  channels.  At  the  mouth 
of  the  creek  were  a  great  number  of  wicker  fifb 
pots,  which  induced  the  party  to  allc  for  fome-^ 
thing  to  cat,  but  inftead  of  filh,  the  natives 
'brought  them  a  kind  of  pafte  or  bread,  fuppofed 
to  be  made  from  the  inner  rind  of  the  pine. 
Their  language  was  quite  new  to  our  party,  and 
they  appeared  to  be  totally  unacquainted  wdth 
that  of  Nootka. 

From  this  curious  place  of  refidence  Mr.  John- 
ftone  came  back  along  the  eaftern  fhore,  and 
about  five  miles  from  the  termination  of  the  chan¬ 
nel  he  obferved  the  latitude  to  be  52®  4^.  About 

ieven  the  next  morning  (ifl  of  June)  the  arm 

% 

leading  to  the  noth-eaflw^ard  w^as  entered ;  this 
was  found  about  one  mile  and  a  quarter  wide, 
lying  in  a  diredlion  of  N.  02  E.  from  its  north 
point  of  entrance  ;  and,  at  the  diftance  of  eleven 
miles,  it  terminated  in  the  ufual  way ;  in  lati¬ 
tude  52°  2.0'',  longitude  233°  lO^.  Here  w^as 
another  habitation  of  the  fame  fort.  Having 
now  completed  the  e:^aminatlon  of  this  branch, 
the  party  returned  along  its  northern  fhores,  and 
at  the  point  of  entrance  Mr.  Johnftone  found  my 
directions  to  return  to  the  veffels,  which  they 
feached  in  the  forenoon  of  the  next  day.  In 

their 
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their  way  they  faw  feveral  bears ;  two  young 
cubs  were  killed,  and  proved  excellent  eating. 

I  now  diredled  Mr.  Johnftone  to  proceed  im¬ 
mediately  and  examine  the  arm  leading  to  the 
north  north-weftward,  which  1  had  pafTed  on  tlic 
forenoon  of  the  7th  ;  to  follow  it  as  far  as  it 
might  lead,  or  his  provifions  allow,  and  to  return 
to  its  entrance,  v/here  he  would  find  the  veffels 
at  anchor  near  the  two  fmall  ifJands  ;  but  in  the 
event  of  his  bufinefs  beins:  fniilied  before  the 


llii  DS  fhould  arrive,  he  was  to  leave  a  note  on  the 
northernmofi;  of  the  iflands,  mentioning  his  ar¬ 
rival  and  departure,  and  proceed  to  the  furvey  of 
the  coaft  further  to  the  weftward,  and  to  gain 
every  information  Vv^ith  refpeef  to  the  channel  vi  e 
had  dlfcGvered  leading  to  fca.  With  thefe  di¬ 
rections,  and  a  week’s  provifions,  attended  by 
Mr.  Barrie  in  the  Dlfcovery’s  fmall  cutter,  he 
departed  in  the  forenoon. 

I  had  intended  to  proceed  with  the  fliips  the 
next  morning,  but  on  vifiting  the  obferv'atory, 
I  found  another  day’s  correfponding  altitudes 
would  be  very  defirable ;  for  which  purpofe  I  de¬ 
termined  to  remain  a  day  longer.  The  magazine 
alfo,  being  yet  damp,  would  be  benefited  by  fur¬ 
ther  airing  with  fires.  The  powder  wdilch  had 
been  all  aired,  and  found  in  better  condition  than 
was  expedted,  remained  on  fliorc  until  the  next 

morning, 
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morning,  Monday  the  10th,  when  the  weather 
being  rainy  and  unpleafant,  without  the  leaft 
profpeft  of  any  alteration,  the  obfervatory  witbi 
every  thing  elfe  was  taken  from  the  fhore ;  and 
in  the  atternoon  we  weighed  and  towed  out  of 
the  co\x,  which  I  diflinguifhed  by  the  name  of 
Restoration  Cove,  having  there  pafi'ed  and 
celebrated  the  anniverfary  of  that  happy  event. 

During  my  abfence  fome  excellent  fpruce  was 
brewed  from  the  pine  trees  found  here,  and  a 
fufficient  fupply  of  fifh  for  the  ufe  of  all  hands 
was  every  day  procured.  The  gentlemen  on. 
board  did  not  long  remain  without  being  vifited 
by  the  natives,  who  feemed  to  be  of  three  differ¬ 
ent  tribes,  each  havins;  diftlnd:  chiefs,  named 
Keyut,  CofuocyhulaJi,  Whacojli ;  they  feemed  all 
on  very  friendly  and  amicable  terms  with  each 
other,  and  conduced  themfelves  with  the  great-  • 
eft  good  order  on  board.  Their  language,  it 
feems,  much  refembled  that  of  the  people  on 
Queen  Charlotte’s  Iflands,  through  which  fome 
on  board  were  able  to  make  themfelves  under- 
ftood.  From  Whacojh  they  had  learned,  that  he 
had  fallen  in  with  our  boats  at  fome  diftance  ; 
this  had  been  really  the  cafe,  as  he  was  one  of 
thofe  who  had  vifited  me  from  the  large  village 
on  the  detached  rock.  They  brought  for  barter 
the  fivins  of  the  fea  otter  and  other  animals,  fome 
of  which  were  purchafed  with  copper  and  iron. 

This 
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This  uninterefting  region  afforded  nothing 
further  worthy  of  notice,  excepting  the  found- 
ings>  the  dimenfions  of  the  cove,  and  the  very 
few  aftronomical  and  nautical  obfervations,  that^ 
under  the  unfavorable  circumftances  of  the  wea¬ 
ther,  could  be  procured. 

The  breadth  of  the  cove  at  the  entrance^  in  a 
north  and  fouth  diredlion,  is  about  a  mile  and  a 
quarter,  and  its  depth,  from  the  centre  of  the  en¬ 
trance  in  a  north-eafl:  diredfion,  is  three  quarters 
of  a  mile.  The  foundings,  though  deep,  are  re¬ 
gular,  from  fixty  fathoms  at  the  entrance,  to  five 
and  ten  fathoms  clofe  to  the  fhore.  The  land 
on  the  oppofite  fide  of  the  arm  is  about  two 
miles  and  a  half  diftant. 

The  aftronomical  obfervations  made  at  this  fta-^ 
tion  were, 


Fourteen  fets  of  lunar  diftances 
taken  by  Mr.  Whidbey,  on  the 
Sd  and  5  th  of  June,  gave  a 


mean  refult  of  -  - 

232^ 

8^ 

45‘ 

Fourteen  fets  taken  by  Mr.  Or¬ 

chard,  ditto 

232 

15 

51 

The  mean  of  tw’enty-eight  fets  as 

above  «  „  - 

232 

12 

18 

The  latitude  by  fix  meridional  al¬ 
titudes  of  the  fun 


By  fingle  altitudes  on  the  3 1  ft  of 

May, 


52  0  58 
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May,  Kendall’s  chronometer 
fhewed  the  longitude  to  be  by 
the  Karakak 00a  rate  -  230°  11'  15^ 

Arnold’s  No.  14,  by  the  fame  rate  230  35 


Ditto,  No.  17G,  ditto  -  233  2  45 

Ditto,  No.  82,  on  board  the 

Chatham,  ditto  -  234  5  45 

Having  correfponding  altitudes  on 
the  3d  and  5th  of  June,  that 
interval  was  confidered  too 
lliort ;  a  fngle  altitude  taken 
on  the  7th,  and  another  ori 
the  10th,  were  therefore  made 
ufe  of,  for  afcertalning  the  rates 
of  the  chronometers.  From  this  • 
authority,  and  coniidering  the 
longitude  of  this  place  as  fixed 
by  our  lafl:  year’s  obfervations 
in  232®  20'  to  be  correct,  it  ap- 
^peared  that  Kendall’s  chrono¬ 
meter  was  faft  of  mean  time  at 
Greenwich,  on  the  loth  of 
June,  at  noon  -  -  2^  8'  15^^  46'" 

And  gaining  per  day  at  the  rate  of  23  15 
Arnold’s  No.  14,  faft  of  mean 

time  at  Greenwich  -  1  57  29  46 

And  gaining  per  day  at  the  rate  of  20  32 

Arnold’s  No.  176,  ditto,  ditto  4  50  46 

And  gaining  per  day  at  the  rate  of  42  58 

Arnold’s 
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Arnold’s  No.  82,  ditto,  ditto  6^  4'  4C/^'' 

And  gaming  per  day  at  the  rate  of  2Q  41 

But,  as  I  confidered  this  authority  infufficlent 
for  eftabllflilng  the  feveral  rates  of  the  inftru- 
ments,  the  longitude  of  the  different  ftations 
hereafter  mentioned  w  ill  be  deduced  from  fuch 
obfervations  as  we  were  able  to  obtain,  when  an 
opportunity  offered  for  getting  the  obfervatory 
again  on  fhore. 

The  variation  by  two  compaffes  taken  on 
fhore,  differing  in  fix  fets  from  1  7°  4Q'  to  20^  28% 
gave  a  mean  refult  of  1Q°  15%  eaftwardly. 

The  tide  was  found  to  rife  and  fall  fourteen 
feet,  the  night  tides  were  in  general  one  foot 
higher  than  in  the  day  time,  the  flood  came 
from  the  fouth,  and  it  was  high  water  at  the 
time  the  moon  paffed  the  meridian. 

The  winds  were  light  and  variable,  attended 
with  rainy  unpleafant  weather ;  we  continued 
under  fall  all  night,  and  with  the  affiftance  of 
the  ebb  tide  in  the  morning  of  Tuefday  the  ]  Ith^ 
reached  Fifher’s  channel.  A  moderate  breeze 
fpringing  up  from  the  S.  S.  W.  we  diredled  our 
courfe  to  the  northward,  and  by  noon  arrived  in 
the  arm  of  the  inlet  that  had  been  difcovered  by 
the  boats  to  lead  into  the  fea.  Our  obferved  la¬ 
titude  at  this  time  being  52^  12%  agreed  very 
nearly  with  our  former  obfervations.-  The  fa¬ 
vorable- 
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Yorable  breeze  foon  left  us^  and  at  three  o^clock 
we  anchored  within  a  cable’s  length  of  the  wefl- 
crn  fhore  in  fifty-eight  fathoms  water,  about  a 
league  to  the  fouthward  of  the  Indian  village  on 
the  detached  rock.  Though  it  was  not  in  fight 
from  the  fhip,  yet  our  arrival  was  not  long  un¬ 
known  to  its  inhabitants>  feveral  of  whom  came 
oft,  and  brought  in  their  canoes  fea  otter  and 
other  fkins  to  exchange  for  iron  and  copper ;  the 
articles  principally  in  requefl  amongft  them.  All 
their  dealings  were  carried  on  with  confidence, 
and  the  ftricSeft  honefty. 

A  fmall  ftream  of  tide  making  in  our  favor, 
we  weighed,  and  although  we  had  the  affiftance 
of  all  our  Uoats  a-head  until  near  midnight,  we 
did  not  advance  above  a  mile  before  w^e  were 
obliged  to  anchor  again  near  the  weflern  fhore  in 
fifty-three  fathoms  water.  In  this  fituation  we 
remained  until  eight  in  the  morning  of  Wednef- 
day  the  12th,  w^hen  we  proceeded  ;  but  fo  flowly, 
that  at  noon  the  village  bore  weft  of  us  at  the 
diftance  of  about  half  a  mile,  and  the  rendezvous 
appointed  with  Mr.  Johnftone  nearly  in  the  fame 
direction  about  a  league  further.  This  we  reached 
by  fix  in  the  evening,  and  anchored  in  twenty- 
tw’o  fathoms  water,  fteadying  the  fliip  by  a  hawfer 
to  a  tree,  on  the  northernmoft  ifland ;  where  I 
found  a  note  from  Mr.  Johnftone,  ftating  that 
he  had  quitted  that  ftation  at  three  o’clock  on 
VoL.  IV.  D  Monday 
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Monday  afternoon,  and  had  proceeded  in  the  ex¬ 
amination  of  the  arm  before  us  leading  to  the 
laorth  north- weft  ward.  We  were  therefore  to 
wait  his  return  here. 

The  next  morning,  Thurfday  the  13th,  we 
tried  the  feine,  but  it  was  not  attended  with  the 
leaft  fuccefs.  A  great  number  of  mufcles  how¬ 
ever  were  procured,  and  converted  into  good  pa¬ 
latable  diflies'.  Our  Indian  friends,  though  not 
far  from  us,  were  out  of  fight,  and  did  not  make 
their  appearnce  ;  this  might  be  partly  ow  Ing  to 
the  dark,  gloomy,  rainy  weather,  that  continued 
all  Friday  the  14th,  but  which  did  not  then  pre¬ 
vent  our  receiving  the  compliments  of  fome, 
amongft  w^hom  was  JVhacoJh,  with  two  other 
chiefs  of  confequence,  one  named  Anizeet,  the 
other  Nejiaw  Daws,  The  latter  I  had  feen  on 
our  boat  excurfion,  amongft  the  firft  natives  who 
came  from  the  village  ;  from  whence,  exclufive 
of  the  chiefs,  we  were  now  vifited  by  many  of 
the  inhabitants,  who  brought  the  fkins  of  the  fea 
otter  and  other  animals  for  barter,  but  wx  could 
not  obtain  any  fupply  of  filli.  The  fame  uncom¬ 
fortable  weather,,  with  little  or  no  intermlffion, 
continued  until  towards  noon  of  Sunday  the  1  0th, 
when  the  rain  ceafed,  but  the  weather  continued 
unpleafant,  dark,  and  gloomy. 

Moft  of  our  Indian  friends  were  about  us,  and 
befide  the,  chiefs  before  mentioned  came  a  chief  I 

had 
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had  not  before  feen,  whofe  name  was  Moclak, 
The  whole  party,  confifting  of  an  hundred  and 
upwards,  conduced  themfelves  with  great  good 
order.  One  or  two  trivial  thefts  were  attempted, 
but  thefe  being  inftantly  detefted,  and  great  dlf- 
pleafure  fliewn  on  the  occafion,  nothing  of  the 
fort  ^happened  afterwards.  Amongft  the  fkins 
brought  for  fale,  was  that  of  the  animal  from 
whence  the  w^ool  is  procured,  with  which  the 
woollen  garments,  worn  by  the  inhabitants  of 
North  Weft  America,  are  made.  Thefe  appeared 
evidently  too  large  to  belong  to  any  animal  of  the 
canine  race,  as  we  had  before  fuppofed.  They 
were,  exclufively  of  the  head  or  tail,  fifty  inches 
long ;  and  thirty*fix  inches  broad,  exclufively  of 
the  lescs.  The  v^ool  feemed  to  be  afforded  but  in 
a  fmall  proportion  to  the  fize  of  the  fldn.  It  is 
principally  produced  on  the  back  and  tow^ards  the 
fhoulders,  where  a  kind  of  creft  is  formed  by  long 
briftly  hairs,  that  protrude  themfelves  throught  he 
wool,  and  the  fame  fort  of  hair  forms  an  outer 
covering  to  the  whole  animal,  and  Intirely  hides 
the  wool,  which  is  fhort,  and  of  a  very  fine  qua¬ 
lity.  All  the  fkins  of  this  defcription  that  were 
brought  to  us  were  entirely  white,  or  rather  of  a 
cream  colour ;  the  pelt  was  thick,  and  appeared 
of  a  ftrong  texture,  but  the  flcins  wxre  too  much 
mutilated  to  difcovcr  the  kind  of  animal  to  which 
thcv  had  belonged. 

^  o 
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In  the  ahernoon  we  had  the  honor  of  a  female 
party  on  board.  Thofe  of  the  women  who  ap¬ 
peared  of  the  moll  confequence,  had  adopted  a 
very  fingular  mode  of  adorning  their  perfons.  And 
although  fome  fort  of  diftortlon  or  mutilation  was 
a  prevailing  failiion  with  the  generality  ot  the  In¬ 
dian  tribes  we  had  feen,  yet  the  peculiarity  of  that 
we  now  beheld,  was  of  all  others  the  mofi:  parti¬ 
cular,  and  the  effed:  of  its  appearance  the  moft 
extraordinary.  A  horizontal  incifion  is  made, 
about  three  tenths  of  an  inch  below  the  upper 
part  of  the  under  lip,  extending  from  one  corner 
of  the  mouth  to  the  other  intirely  through  the 
flefli ;  this  orifice  is  then  by  degrees  ftretched  fuf- 
ficiently  to  admit  an  ornament  made  of  wood, 
•which  is  confined  clofe  to  the  gums  of  the  lower 
jaws,  and  whofe  external  furface  projeds  hori¬ 
zontally. 

Thefe  wooden  ornaments  are  oval,  and  re- 
fcmble  a  fmall  oval  platter  or  difh  made  concave 
onboth'fides;  they  are  of  various  fizes,  but  the 
fmallefi;  I  was  able  to  procure  was  about  two 
inches  and  a  half ;  the  largeft  was  three  inches 
and  four  tenths  in  length,  and  an  inch  and  a  half 
broad  ;  the  others  decreafed  in  breadth  in  propor¬ 
tion  to  their  length.  They  are  about  four  tenths' 
of  an  inch  in  thicknefs,  and  have  a  groove  along 
the  middle  of  the  outfide  edge,  for  the  purpofe  of 
receiving  the  divided  lip.  Thefe  hideous  appen- 
^  .  dages 
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dages  are  made  of  fir,  and  neatly  poliflied;  but 
prefent  a  moft  unnatural  appearance,  and  are  a 
fipecles  of  deformity,  and  an  inftance  of  human 
abfurdity,  that  would  fcarcely  be  credited  with¬ 
out  ocular  proof.  ' 

It  appeared  very  fmgular,  that  in  the  regions  of 
New  Georgia,  where  the  principal  part  of  the 
people’s  clothing  is  made  of  wool,  we  never  faw 
the'  animal  nor  the  fkin  from  which  the  raw  ma¬ 
terial  .was  procured.  And  though  I  had  every 
reafon  to  believe,  that  thofe  animals  are  by  no. 
means  fcarce  in  this  neighbourhood,  yet  we  did 
not  obfervc’one  perfon  amongft  our  prefent  vifi- 
tors  in  a  woollen  garment.  The  clothing  of  the 
natives  here  was  either  fkins  of  the  fea  otter,  or 
garments  made  from  the  pine  bark ;  fome  of 
thefe  latter  have  the  fur  of  the  fea  otter,  very 
neatly  wrought  into  them,  and  have  a  border  to 
the  fides  and  bottom,  decorated  with  various  co¬ 
lours.  In  this  only  they  ufe  woollen  yarn,  very 
fine,  well  fpun,  and  dyed  for  the  purpofe ;  parti¬ 
cularly  with  a  very  lively^  and  beautiful  yellow. 

We  at  firfi;  confidered  the  inhabitants  of  this 
resrlon  to  be  a  much  finer  race  of  men  than  thofe 

O 

further  fouth  ;  the  dlfiference  however  appeared 
lefs  confpicuous,  when  they  were  feen  in  greater 
numbers,  probably  owing  to  our  having  become 
more  familiar  with  their  perfons,  and  to  their 
having  performed  a  long  journey  to  vifit  us,  in 
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extremely  rough  rainy  weather.  Their  difpoli* 
tions,  as  far  as  our  fhort  acquaintance  will  au¬ 
thorize  an  opinion,  appeared  to  be  civil,  good- 
humoured,  and  friendly.  The  vivacity  of  their 
countenances  indicated  a  lively  genius,  and  from 
their  repeated  burfts  of  laughter,  it  would  appear 
that  they  were  great  humourifts,  for  their  mirth 
was  not  confined  to  their  own  party,  or  wholly 
refulting  from  whence,  but  was  frequently  at  our 
expence ;  fo  perfedily  were  they  at  eafe  in  our 

^  The  chiefs  generally  approached  us  with  the 
ceremony  of  firit  rowing  round  the  vefiels,  and 
departed  in  the  fame  manner,  finging  a  fong  that 
was  by  no  means  unpleafing  ;  this  was  fometimes 
continued  until  they  had  retired  a  confiderable 
diftance.  They  feemed  a  happy  cheerful  people, 
and  to  live  in  the  ftridleft  harmony  and  good  fel- 
lowfliip  with  each  other.  They  were  w  ell  verfed 
in  commerce  ;  of  this  w^e  had  manifeft  proof  in 
their  difpofal  of  the  fkins  of  the  fea  otter,  and 
other  animals ;  about  one  hundred  and  eighty  of 
the  former  I  believe  wxre  purchafed  by  different 
perfons  on  board,  in  the  courfe  of  their  fcveral 
vifits.  This  number  feemed  nearly  to  have  ex- 
haufted  their  flock,  as  moft  of  the  chiefs  took 
their  leave,  as  if  they  had  no  intention  of  return¬ 
ing,  and  in  the  fame  friendly  and  cheerful  man¬ 
ner  as  before  related. 
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The  bay  immediately  to  the  eaftward  of  this 
opening,  which  I  had  not  very  minutely  examin- 

H 

ed,  had  been  found  by  a  fliooting  party  not  to  be 
clofed,  as  I  had  Imagined,  but  to  communicate, 
by  a  channel  about  a  cable’s  length  in  width, 
with  a  narrow  arm/  about  a  fourth  of  a  mile  wide, 
extending  in  another  diredlion  ;  this,  on  Monday 
morning  the  17th,  I  fent  Mr.  Swaine  to  explore, 
w^ho  found  it  terminate  about  three  leagues  from 

o 

the  entrance  of  the  bay,  in  latitude  52°  29^,  lon¬ 
gitude  232°  2\ 

This  day  in  the  afternoon,  and  for  a  few 
minutes  about  one  o’clock  the  day  before,  the 
fun  made  its  appearance,  and  enabled  me  to 
procure  fome  obfervations  for  the  longitude  by 
the  chronometers,  but  not  for  the  latitude ;  1 
had  however,  whilft  on  the  furvey  in  the  boats 
not  more  than  two  leagues  to  the  weft  ward  of 
this  ftation,  an  excellent  obfervation  for  this  pur- 
pofe ;  and  from  hence  I  judged,  that  by  placing 
our  anchorage  in  latitude  52^  20 T,  longitude 
231°  58T,  it  will  be  found  nearly  corredl. 

In  the  evening  the  Chatham’s  cutter,  and  the 
Dlfcovery’s  fmall  cutter  returned,  after  having 
had  a  very  difagrecable,  fatiguing,  and  laborious 
cxcurfion ;  rendered  very  diftreffing  by  the  me¬ 
lancholy  lofs  of  John  Carter,  one  of  our  feamen, 
who  had  unfortunately  been  poifoned  by  eating 
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mufcles.  Two  or  three  others  of  the  party  nar¬ 
rowly  efcaped  the  lame  iate. 

The  firft  day  after  their  departure  from  the 
veflels,  they  met  with  fome  of  the  natives  who 
had  fome  halibut  recently  caught,  and  although 
very  high  prices  were  offered,  the  Indians  could 
not  be  induced  to  part  with  any  of  thefe  fifli ; 
this  was  fmgular,  and  indicated  a  very  fcanty 
fupply  of  this  fpecies  of  food.  As  they  paffed  the 
village  on  the  rock,  the  inhabitants  appeared  to 
regard  them  with  great  attention  and  friendfhip. 
Their  chief  Whacojli  being  down  on  the  rocks,' 
fome  prefents  were  font  to  him,  and  he  feemed 
to  receive  them  with  great  pleafure.  When  the 
party  left  this  ftation,  they  found  the  opening, 
though  not  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  mile  wide  in 
fome  places,  to  be  a  clear  and  navigable  channel, 
lying  in  a  direction  N.  1 8  W.  for  about  eight 
miles,  where  it  united  with  a  more  extenfive  one 
about  half  a  league  wide,  which  took  a  diredlion 
N.  15  E.  and  S.  15  W.  This  appeared  the  mofi: 
extenfive,  but  their  objedl  was  the  purfuit  of  the 
other.  On  its  eaftern  fide  were  found  two  large 
bays,  or  rather  bafons.  In  the  fouthernmoft  of 
thefe  are  fome  rocky  iilets.  The  next  morning 
brought  no  alteration  in  the  weather,  which  con¬ 
tinued  extremely  bad  and  rainy ;  yet  they  pro¬ 
ceeded  again,  and  were  joined  by  half  a  dozen  of 
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the  natives-in  two  fm all  .canoes,  of  "whom  they 
purchafed  a  fmall  fifli,  “being  all  they  had  to  dlf- 
pofe  of.  The  wind  blew  very  ftrong  in  fqualls 
from  the  fouth-eaft,  attended  with  conftant  rain. 
At  five  in  the  afternoon  they  reached  the  head  of 
the  arm,  where  it  terminated  in  latitude  ‘52°  SC)i\ 
longitude  232^  The  evening  being  fair,  fomc 
progrefs  was  made  in  their  way  back  by  the  fame 
route  they  had  advanced  ;  and  having  flopped 
for  the  night,  ^  the  above  channel  was  purfued  in 
its  fouthern  direction  in  the  morning  of  the  1 2th- 
This  continued  nearly  flraight,  making  the  land 
that  forms  the  weflfide  of  this  opening  an  ifland. 
On  its  weflern  faore  they  found  a  confiderable 
village,  from  whence  feveral  of  the  natives  vifited 
them  in  their  canoes.  Thefe  were  moflly  fmall, 
containing  only  four  or  five  perfons  in  each  ;  ex¬ 
cepting  one,  in  w^hich  there  were  thirty-two  men. 
They  conduced  themfelves  in  a  very  proper  man* 
ner,  and  in  a  friendly  way  invited  our  party  to 
their  habitations ;  a  civility  that  it  w^as  thought 
mofl  proper  to  decline.  Having  pafled  to  the 
northward  of  fome  detached  rocks,  and  rocky 
fllets,  they  reached  the  fouth-wefl  point  ol  the 
channel,  fituated  in  latitude  52®  15"',  longitude 
231^  45f  This  communicated  wnth  another 
channel  about  two  miles  wide,  that  took  an  eaft 
and  weft  direftion  ;  the  former  towards  the  fta- 
fioi)  gf  the  fliips,  the  latter  towards  the  ocean, 
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being  the  fame  that  had  been  dlfcovered  in  my 
examination.  From  thence  they  purfued  the  con¬ 
tinental  coaft  about  a  league,  Ivina:  in  a  di:edioii 
from  this  point  N.  72  W'O'f  its  lliores  are  low  and 
rocky,  with  feveral  detached  iilets  and  rocks  lying 
near  them.  From  this  fituatioh'  th'ey  had  an  un¬ 
limited  view  of  the  ocean,  between  fouth  and  S. 
V/.  by  W.  The  wind  blowing  ftrong  from  this 
quarter,  produced  a  very  heavy  furf  on  the  fhores, 
which  prevented  their  making  any  further  pro- 
grefs  to.  the  weftward ;  and  being  then  a-breaft 
of  a  fmall  opening  extendirig  to  the- northward, 
interfperfed  with  rocks  and  breakers,  Mr.  John- 
ftone  entered  it  contrary  to  his  inclinations,  as  it 
was  by  no  means  eligible  for  the  navigation  of 
Ihipping,  but  the  wind  and  fea  totally  preventing 
their  making  any  progrefs'  further  weftward,  he 
was  compelled  to  take  flieltcr  there  from  the  in¬ 
clemency  of  the  w^eather  ;  and  during  the  night 
it  blew  a  ftrong  gale  of  wind,  attended  by  torrents 
of  rain’.  The  return  of  day  (the  1  3th)  prefented 
no  alternative,  but  that  of  remaining  inadiive,  or 
of  purfuing  the  fmall  branch  leading  to  the  north¬ 
ward.  This  icon  communicated  with  a  more 
extenfive  channel.  The  length  of  the  narrow 
paffage  is  about  half  a  league,  the  wddth  fifty 
yards,  and  the  flioaleft  water  five  fathoms.  Tlic 
larsrer  {channel  had.  communication  wdth  the 
fea  by  failing  into  tin  opening  about  a  league  in 

a  fouth- 
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i  fouth-vveil  dire6lion,  and  thence  continued 
nearly  north  about  three  miles.  In  this  line  they 
purfued  the  examination  of  the  continent,  through 
another  very  narrow  channel  that  fuddenly  wi¬ 
dened  to  three  quarters  of  a  mile,  and  a  little  fur¬ 
ther  Increafed  in  width  to  two  miles,  extending, 
though  fomewhat  irregularly,  N.  15.  E.  about 
twenty-eight  miles,  to  an  arm  leading  to  the  eaft- 
ward/  whofe  northern  point  of  entrance  is  in  la¬ 
titude  52^  461'',  longitude  231°  51''.  This  arm 
was  not  reached  before  noon  on  the  14th,  when 
it  was  found  to  extend  from  the  above  point  about 
four  miles  and  a  half,  in  nearly  an  eaft  direction; 
about  two  miles, from  whence,  farther  to  the 
north -eaft,  it  terminated.  In  general  it  was 
about  half  a  mile  wide.  On  the  northern  fiore 
of  this  arm,  fome  Indians  vifited  them  without 
the  leaft  hefitation,  attended  them  up  the  arm, 
and  gave  our  party  to  underftand  that  it  w^ as  clof- 
ed ;  which  afterwards  proved  fo.  In  returning 
they  paffed  near  the  village  of  thefe  good  people, 
who  having  remained  with  them  moft  of  the  af¬ 
ternoon,  took  their  leave,  after  conducing  thcm- 
felves  ill  a  very  orderly  and  friendly  manner.  Mr. 
.lohnftone  defcrlbes  their  habitation  as  confifting 
of  only  one  large  dwelling  made  wdth  broad 
planks ;  the  roof  covered  with  the  fame  mate¬ 
rials,  and  nearly  flat.  It  was  built  on  the  top  of 
a  precipice  againft  the  fide  of  a  fteep  rocky  cliff, 
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by  which  means  the  accefs  to  it  was  rendered 

difficult ;  the  party  did  not  land,  but  they  efti- 

mated  the  number  of  its  Inhabitants  to  be  about 

feventy  or  eighty.  They  wxre  not  vifited  by  any 

of  the  women  ;  but  thofe  who  were  feen  in  paf- 

hng  wore  the  hideous  lip  ornaments  above  de- 

feribed.  Towards  the  evening  the  weather  cleared 

up,  and  the  night  w^as  tolerably  fair.  . 

\ 

In  the  morning  of  the  15th,  the  examination 
of  the  continental  fliore  was  continued,  and  from 
the  above  north  point  of  this  arm  the  channel 
was  found  to  extend  in  a  dircdlion  N.  24  W.  about 
five  miles,  where  the  larboard  or  weftern  fhore 
formed  a  Iharp  point,  from  whence  another 
branch  took  a  direction  S.  55  W.,  and  united 
wdth  that  which  they  had  navigated  for  about 
four  miles  and  a  half  north  ;  then  took  a  direc¬ 
tion  N.  70  E.,  four  miles  further,  where  it  ter¬ 
minated  in  latitude  52°  501'",  longitude  231^54^, 
forming  fomc  little  bays  on  the  fouthern  fide.  In 
one  of  thefc  they  flopped  to  breakfafl,  wffiere 
finding  fome  mufclcs,  a  few  of  the  people  ate  of 
them  roafled  ;  as  had  been  their  ufual  pradlice 
when  any  of  thefe  fifii  were  met  with ;  about  nine 
o’clock  they  proceeded  in  very  rainy  unpleafant 
weather  down  the  fouth-weflerly  channel,  and 
about  one  landed  for  the  purpofe  of  dining.  Mr. 
Johnflone  was  now  informed  by  Mr.  Barrie,  that 
foon  after  they  had  quitted  the  cove,  where  they 
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had  breakfafted,  feveral  of  the  crew  who  had 
eaten  of  the  mufcles  were  feized  with  a  numb- 
nefs  about  their  faces  and  extremities ;  their 
whole  bodies  were  very  fliortly  afFedled  in  the 
fame  manner,  attended  with  ficknefs  and  giddi- 
nefs.  Mr.  Barrie  had,  when  in  England,  expe¬ 
rienced  a  fimilar  difafter,  from  the  fame  caufe, 
and  was  himfelf  indifpofed  on  the  prefent  occa- 
fion.  Becolledling  that  he  had  received  great 
relief  by  violent  perfpiration,  he  took  an  oar,  and 
earneftly  advifed  thofe  who  were  unwell,  viz. 
John  Carter,  John  M^Alpin,  and  John  Thomas, 
to  ule  their  utmoft  exertions  in  pulling,  in  order 
to  throw  themfelves  into  a  profufe  perfpiration ; 
this  Mr.  Barrie  effedted  in  himfelf,  and  found 
confiderable  relief ;  but  the  inftant  the  boat 
landed,  and  their  exertions  at  the  oar  ceafed,  the 
three  feamen  were  obliged  to  be  carried  on  fhore. 
One  man  only  in  the  Chatham’s  boat  was  indif¬ 
pofed  in  a  limilar  way.  Mr.  Johnfcone  enter¬ 
tained  no  doubt  of  the  caufe  from  which  this  evil 
had  arlfen,  and  having  no  medical  affiftance 
within  his  reach,  ordered  warm  water  to  be  im¬ 
mediately  got  ready,  in  the  hope,  that  by  copi- 
oufly  drinking,  the  offending  matter  might  have 
been  removed.  Carter  attracted  nearly  the  whole 
of  their  attention,  in  devifmg  every  means  to  af¬ 
ford  him  relief,  by  rubbing  his  temples  and  body, 

and 
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and  applying  warm  cloths  to  his  ftomacll  ;  but 
all  their  efforts  at  length  proved  Ineffectual,  and  , 
being  unable  to  fwallow  the  warm  water,  the 
poor  fellow  expired  about  half  an  hour  after  he 
was  landed.  His  death  was  fo  tranquil,  that  it 
was  fome  little  time  before  they  could  be  per¬ 
fectly  certain  of  his  diffolution.  There  was  no 
doubt  that  this  was  occafioned  by  a  poifon  con¬ 
tained  in  the  mufcles  he  had  eaten  about  eight 
o’clock  in  the  morning  ;  at  nine  he  firft  found 
himfelf  unwell,  and  died  at  half  paft  one ;  he 
pulled  his  oar  until  the  boat  landed,  but  when 
he  arofe  to  go  on  fhore  he  fell  down,  and  never 
more  got  up,  but  by  the  aiTiftance  of  his  compa¬ 
nions.  From  his  firft  being  taken  his  pulfe  was 
'regular,  though  it  gradually  grew  fainter  and 
v/eakcr  until  he  expired,  when  his  lips  turned 
black,  and  his  hands,  face,  and  neck  were  much 

fwclled.  Such  was  the  foolifli  obftinacy  of  the 

♦ 

others  who  were  affeCfed,  that  it  was  not  until 
this  poor  unfortunate  fellow  refigned  his  life,  that 
they  could  be  prevailed  upon  to  drink  the  hot 
water  ;  his  fate  howxver  induced  them  to  follow 
the  advice  of  their  officers,  and  the  defired  effeCt 
being  produced,  they  all  obtained  great  relief ; 
and  though  they  were  not  immediately  reftored 
to  their  former  ftate  of  health,  yet,  in  all  proba¬ 
bility,  it  preferved  their  lives.  From  Mr.  Bar¬ 
rie’s 
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rle’s  account  it  appeared,  that  the  evil  hadrarlfen, 
not  from  the  number  of  mufcles  eaten,  but  from 
the  deleterious  quality  of  fome  particular  ones ; 
and  thefc  he  conceived  were  thofe  gathered  on 
the  fand,  and  not  thofe  taken  from  the  rocks. 
Mr.  Barrie  had  eaten  as  many  as  any  of  the  party^ 
and  was  the  leaft  aiiedted  by  them. 

This  very  unexpected  and  unfortunate  circum- 
ftance  detained  the  boats  about  three  hours ; 
when,  having  taken  the  corpfe  on  board,  and 
refrelhed  the  three  men,  who  ftill  remained  in¬ 
capable  of  affifting  themfelves,  with  fome  warm 
tea,  and  having  covered  them  up  warm  in  the 
boat,  they  continued  their  route,  in  very  rainy, 
unpleafant  weather,  down  the  fouth-weft  chan¬ 
nel,  until  they  flopped  in  a  bay  for  the  night, 
where  they  buried  the  dead  body.  To  this  bay  I 
gavx  the  name  of  Carter’s  Bay,  after  this  poor 
unfortunate  fellow  ;  it  is  fituated  in  latitude  52^ 
48',  longitude  231^  42' :  and  to  diflinguifli  the 
fatal  fpot  where  the  mufcles  were  eaten,  I  have 
called  it  Poison  Cove,  and  the  branch  leading 
to  it  Muscle  Channel. 

In  the  morning'of  the  iGth,  having  advanced 
a  fmall  diftance  from  Carter’s  bay,  they  found 
the  arm  divide  into  two  branches ;  one  taking  a 
foutherly  direction,  about  tw'o  miles  wide,  had 
the  appearance  of  communicating  with  the  ocean, 
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the  Other  took  a  notth-wefterly  direction  along 
the  Ihores  of  the  continent ;  and,  from  the  ap¬ 
pearance  of  the  neighbouring  mountains,  it  feemed 
likely  to  prove  extenfive.^  But,  from  the  reduced 
ftate  of  the  party,  Mr.  Johnftone,  very  judici- 
puily,  did  not  think  it  advifcable  to  undertake 
its  examination,  but  purfued  that  leading  to  the 
fouthward  ;  convinced  that  this,  if  found  to  com- 
municate  with  the  channel  they  had  been  in  lead¬ 
ing  to  the  fea,  w’^ould  be  by  far  the  moft  eligible 
route  for  the  veffels  or  boats  to  purfue,  in  carry-^ 
ing  into  execution  the  further  furvey  of  the  con¬ 
tinental  fliore. 

This  branch  foon  took  a  fbuth  diredllon,  the 
Ihores  on  both  lides  were  much  broken,  and  each 
had  the  appearance  of  compoling  an  archipelago 
ofiflands.  The  wind  being  againft  them  their 
progrefs  was  ilow  ;  however  before  dark  they 
gained  a  very  fatisfaciory  view  of  the  ocean,  be¬ 
ing  now^  further  advanced  to  the  weftward,  in 
the  fame  channel  from  wdience  it  had  been  before 
obferved.  The  next  morning  they  pafled  the 
narrow  channel  they  had  been  obliged  to  enter 
on  the  12th,  and  arrived  on  board,  as  before 
ilatcd.  The  very  unfavorable  weather,  during 
their  abfcnce,  had  not  afforded  them  one  fair  day, 
or  an  opportunity  of  afeertaining  the  latitude, 
either  by  meridional  or  dcuible  altitude. 
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M^Alpin  and  Thomas,  by  this  time,  as  well 
as  the  man  belonging  to  the  Chatham,  were  a 
little  recovered  ;  they  were  exceffively  weak,  and 
Hill  complained  of  numbnefs  and  dizzinefs,  as 
alfo  of  a  violent  pain  in  their  bowels.  They  were 
inftantly  taken  under  the  furgeon’s  care,  and 
treated  with  every  attention  and  affiftance  which 
the  nature  of  their  fituation  required. 
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CHAPTER  III. 

The  Vejfeh  proceed — Fafs  through  Mllbanli  s  Sound, 
and  along  the  continental  Shore — Arrive  in  a 
fmall  Cove — Two  hoat  Parties  difpatched  on  the 
Survey — One  Peturns — Account  of  their  Difco^ 
veries — The  Vejfeh  again  proceed — Tedious  Na¬ 
vigation — The  other  hoat  Party  returns— Their 
Report, 


O  time  w^as  to  be  loft  In  proceeding  to  the 
ftation  where  Mr.  Johnftone  had  quitted 
the  examination  of  the  continental  fliore.  For 
this  purpofe^  about  nine  in  the  morning  of  Tuef- 
day  the  1 8th,  it  being  calm,  all  our  boats  were 
employed  in  towing  us  round  the  weft  point  of 
this  opening,  which,  though  not  more  than  a 
mile  from  our  anchorage,  was  not  eifedled  until 
one  o’clock  in  the  afternoon.  By  eleven  at  night 
v/e  had  advanced  only  two  leagues  further  to  the 
fouth-weft,  where  we  anchored.  Our  fttuatlon 
was  nearly  a  mile  to  the  north-eaft  of  the  fouth 
point  of  the  ifland,  forming  the  weft  fide  of  the 
opening  we  had  quitted,  and  from  which  Mr. 
Swaine  had  feen  the  ocean.  This  channel  is  a 
more  northerly  one  than  that  by  which  Mr.  John¬ 
ftone  had  returned. 

On 
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On  the  next  morning,  WednefHay  the  iQth, 
cither  a  brig  of  a  fchooner  was  feen  {landing  to¬ 
wards  the  fea>  in  a  pafTage  to  the  fouthward  of 
our  then  {latlon,  but  was  foon  out  of  fight,  ow¬ 
ing  to  the  many  intervening  iflands  between  us 
and  the  ocean.  In  our  way  thither  were  fome 
iflands  and  rocks ;  Mr.  Johnflone  had  pafTed  to 
the  fouth  of  thefe,  but  as  our  neareft  way  was  to 
the  north  of  them,  I  went  with  the  boats  to  take 
a  fhort  furvey  of  the  channel  before  us,  and  ob¬ 
tained  fome  neceffary  angles  for  fixing  its  feveral 
parts,  leaving  diredlions  for  the  velfels  to  follow 
in  my  abfence.  Although  I  faw  many  rocks  and 
breakers  in  this  channel,  they  were  all  fuffici- 
cntly  confpicuous  to  be  avoided  in  fair  weather, 
fo  that  I  had  no  hefitatlon  in  proceeding  with 
the  veffels,  although  the  channel  was  extremely 
intricate ;  and  having  got  a  good  obfervation  for 
the  latitude  at  noon,  1  returned  on  board.  On 
my  arrival  I  found,  that  in  near  four  hours  the 
Difcovery  had  gained  only  half  a  mile,  and  was 
beginning  to  lofe  even  that  advantage.  This 
compelled  us  to  anchor  between  the  above  fouth 
point  of  the  Ifland,  and  a  fmall  round  ifland,  at 
a  little  dlflance  from  the  eafl  point  of  which  lie 
an  iflet  and  a  funken  rock.  The  depth  of  water 

I 

was  35  fathoms,  foft  bottom.  The  fouth  point 
of  the  ifland,  fituated  in  latitude  52°  17^^ 
gitude  231°  53%  bore  by  compafs  N.  W.  a  fourth 
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of  a  mile  dlftant ;  the  pallage  leading  out  to  fca, 
S.  53  W.>  and  the  fmall  round  ifland,  S.  S.  E.,  at 
the  diftance  of  a  cable  and  an  half.  The  wea¬ 
ther  was  clear  and  pleafant,  but  as  we  had  a  frefh 
breeze  from  S.  W.,  we  remained  at  anchor  until 
eleven  at  night ;  when  the  wind  ceafing,  and  the 
ebb  tide  making  in  our  favor,  with  the  affiftancc 
of  our  boats  we  made  fome  progrefs  towards  the 
north-weft  extreme  of  a  clufter  of  iflands,  lying 
off  the  north-weft  point  of  a  fpacious  found,  ex¬ 
tending  to  the  S.  S.  E.  amongft  the  iflands  that 
lie  before  the  continent.  This  extremity  is  not 
more  than  two  miles  S.  68  W.  from  our  laft  an¬ 
chorage  ;  yet  it  was  not  until  after  day-light  on 
the  morning  of  Thurfday  the  20th,  that  we  paf- 
fed  between  it  and  a  clufter  of  low  barren  rocks, 
that  lie  from  it  S.  74  W.  at  the  diftance  of  a 
mile. 

About  half  a  league  within  thefe  rocks,  in  a 
wefterly  diredtion,  nearly  reaching  to  the  conti¬ 
nental  fliore,  are  two  rocky  iflets  covered  with 
wood  ;  about  them  are  fome  funken  rocks,  and 
another  clufter  of  low  barren  rocks,  between  the 
rocky  iflets  and  the  rocks  firft  mentioned  ;  in 
whofe  neighbourhood  are  feveral  funken  rocks, 
fo  that  the  fafeft  paflkge  is  that  we  had  palTed 
through,  in  which  there  are  fome  detached  rocks 
near  the  Ihores  of  the  clufter  of  fmall  iflands ; 
thefe  however  extend  but  a  little  diftance ;  and 
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in  all  other  refpedts,  fo  far  as  appeared  to  us,  the 
paffage  was  tolerably  free  from  danger.  Having 
got  through  this  palTage,  we  were  favored  with  a 
light  north- eafterly  breeze,  with  which  we  flood 
to  the  weftward  in  a  channel  about  two  miles 
wide,  that  led  into  the  arm  by  which  Mr.  John- 
ihone  had  returned  from  Carter’s  bay.  The 
fouthern  fide  of  this  channel  being  entirely  co¬ 
vered  with  trees,  prefented,  from  the  lownefs  of 
the  fliores,  a  profpedl  very  grateful  to  the  eye, 
and  the  feveral  bays  formed  by  the  projedting 
parts  of  the  fandy  beaches  that  chiefly  compofe 
the  fliore,  indicated  a  pleafant  communication 
with  the  land  ;  but  the  coaft  on  the  oppofite  fide 
was  formed  by  a  rude,  confufed  mafs  of  low  rug¬ 
ged  cliffs,  and  bounded  by  innumerable  rocky 
iflets  and  rocks,  as  well  beneath  as  above  the  fur- 
fiice  of  the  water. 

Having  paffed  between  this  rugged  nortli-eaf- 
tern  fliore  and  fome  rocks  that  lie  about  half  a 
league  to  the  weftward  of  it,  we  were  fo  far  ad¬ 
vanced  as  to  gain  a  diftant  view  of  this  inlet  in 
moft  dlredllons,  particularly  in  that  towards  the 
ocean ;  and  on  comparing  it  with  fome  printed 
Iketches  on  board,  no  doubt  remained  of  its  be¬ 
ing  the  fame  that  had  been  difcovered  by  Mr. 
Duncan,  and  named  Milbank’s  found.  The  de¬ 
lineation  of  the  fliores  by  Mr.  Duncan,  bore  a 
ffrong  refeniblanc  to  thofe  before  us,  although 
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we  materially  difagreed  with  him  in  the  lati¬ 
tude  ;  there  could,  however,  be  no  doubt  as  to 
the  identity  of  the  place,  and  I  have  therefore 
continued  the  name  given  to  it  by  Mr,  Duncan. 

The  north-eafl:  wind  was  fucceeded  by  a  calm  ; 
during  this  interval,  the  fwell  and  tide  fat  us  to¬ 
wards  the  eaftern  fhore  near  fome  of  its  funken 
rocks,  where  the  foundings  were  very  irregular, 
from  fixty  to  thirty-five  fathoms,  rocky  bottom. 
We  were,  however,  foon  relieved  from  this  un- 
pleafant  fituatibn,  by  a  fine  breeze  fpringing  up 
from  the  fouth-weft ;  when  our  courfe  was  di¬ 
rected  up  the  arm  leading  from  Milbank’s  found 
to  Carter’s  bay.  The  wind  blowing  a  gentle  gale, 
attended  with  ferene  and  cheerful  weather,  gave 
the  country  as  we  palTed  a  very  pleafant  appear¬ 
ance.  The  land  conftituting  the  fhores  of  the 
external  or  fea-coaft  was  low,  or  rather  mode¬ 
rately  elevated,  rifing  in  a  pleafing  diverfity  of 
hills  intirely  covered  with  wood ;  and  had  we 
not  been  well  acquainted  with  the  rocky  founda¬ 
tion  from  which  fuch  forefts  are  produced,  we 
might  have  been  led  to  fuppofe  that  the  foil  be-- 
fore  us  was  in  the  higheft  degree  luxuriant. 

Some  obfervations  were  procured  for  afcer- 
taining  our  fituation.  Thefe,  with  thofe  made 
the  preceding  day,  were  very  fatisfaClory,  and 
corrected  Mr.  Johnftone’s  furvey  during  his  late 
expedition,  when  he  w^as  prevented  making  any 
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celeftial  obfervations  by  the  inclemency  of  the 
weather.  At  noon  the  obferved  latitude  was 
52°  24^  longitude  231°  37^  The  north-weft 
point  of  entrance  into  Milbank’s  found  now  bore 
by  compafs  S.  lO  W.  and  the  fouth-eaft  point, 
named  after  the  third  lieutenant  of  the  Difcovery, 
Cape  Swaine,  S.  13  E.  ;  in  this  direction  was 
a  fmall  ifland  about  two  miles  and  a  half  from 
us;  and  from  that  ifland  S.  14  W.  at  the  dif- 
tance  of  about  half  a  league,  lies  a  very  danger¬ 
ous  funken  rockl  We  palTed  to  the  weft  ward 
of  thefe,  but  the  Chatham  v/ent  between  them 
and  the  eaftern  Ihore,  which  ftlll  continued 
broken  and  rocky,  forming  a  paflage  with  the 
above  funken  rock  and  breakers  about  half  a  mile 
wide, where  thefoundings  were  found  to  be  very  ir¬ 
regular.  On  the  w^eftern  fliore  an  opening  w^as  feen 
extending  N.  88  W.  having  the  appearance  of 
leading  to  fea,  with  two  very  large  low  flat  rocks 
lying  before  it ;  .the  ne^reft  fliore  was  on  that 
fide,  and  bore  W.N.W.  at  the  diftance  of  a  mile. 

Cape  Sw^alne  was  found  by  our  obfervations  to 
be  in  latitude  52^  13'',  longitude  23 1*^  40^;  and 
the  north -weft  point  of  entrance  into  Milbank’s 
found,  wfoich  I  called  point  Day,  off  wfoich  He 
feveral  barren  rocky  iflets,  in  latitude  52°  14|^, 
longitude  231°  2/'';  being  in  point  of  latitude 
15''  to  the  fouth  of  the  fituatlon  affigncd  to  it  by 
Mr.  Duncan,  and  who  confiders  its  longitude  to 
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be  50''  to  the  weft  ward  of  our  calculations.  As 
the  day  advanced  the  fouth-weftwardly  breeze 
freftiened  with  pleafant  weather.  The  Chatham 
was  directed  to  lead,  and  by  four  in  the  after¬ 
noon,  having  reached  the  extent  of  Mr.  John- 
ftone’s  refearches,  we  directed  our  route  up  a 
channel  about  half  a  mile  wide,  leading  to  the 
north-weftward,  whofe  entrance  from  Milbank’s 
found  is  fituated  in  latitude  52^  47^  and  longi¬ 
tude  231®  3 7^  As  we  advanced  in  a  diredlion 
from  its  entrance  N.  55  W.  the  channel  narrow^- 
ed  to  about  a  fourth  of  a  mile,  and  having  pro¬ 
ceeded  about  four  miles,  the  Chatham  fuddenly 
found  only  fix  fathoms  water,  on  a  flioal  ftretch- 
ing  from  the  ftarboard  or  continental  ftiore  into 
mid-channel ;  this  we  paffed  on  the  oppofite  fida 
in  18  and  20  fathoms  water.  Beyond  this, 
which  is  the  narrowed:  part  of  the  channel, 
formed  by  a  high  round  projecting  part  of  the 
fouth-weft  fhore,  appearing  like  an  ifland ;  the 
arm  widened  to  near  half  a  league,  and  an  ex- 
tenfive  opening,  taking  a  foutherly  direction,  in¬ 
dicated  a  communication  with  the  ocean. 

The  wind  continuing  favorable,  and  the  wea¬ 
ther  pleafant,  we  made  a  tolerably  good  progrefs 
along  the  continental  ftiore  until  about  nine  in 
the  evening,  when  we  anchored  in  58  fathoms 
water,  within  about  half  a  cable’s  length  of  the 
fouth  point  of  an  opening  leading  to  the  eaft- 
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ward,  where  the  tides  were  very  ftrong  and  Ir¬ 
regular.  The  region  we  had  been  navigating 
fince  noon,  had  gradually  increafed  in  Its  eleva¬ 
tion,  and  we  were  again  encompaffed  by  high, 
fteep,  rocky,  fnow-capped  mountains,  forming 
various  chafms,  and  producing  a  foreft  of  pine 
trees  nearly  to  their  very  fummits. 

As  I  intended  to  profecute  our  examination 
thus  along  the  ftarboard  fhore,  until  I  fhould 
find  fufficient  employment  for  two  parties  to 
take  different  direftlons  in  the  boats,  we  pro¬ 
ceeded  the  next  morning,  Friday  the  2 iff,  but  It 
being  calm,  with  the  utmoft  efforts  of  our  boats 
a-head  we  gained  only  half  a  league  by  noon. 
Soon  after  this  time,  the  wind,  though  variable, 
affifted  us,  and  we  advanced  about  two  leagues. 
Another  opening  was  paffed  on  the  ftarboard 
fhore ;  and  about  feven  in  the  evening  we  ar¬ 
rived  in  a  fttuatlon  N.  32  W.  from  our  laft  an¬ 
chorage,  where  the  main  branch  of  the  inlet  ap¬ 
peared  to  take  two  diredtions,  one  to  the  north- 
weft,  the  other  to  the  weft  ward,  with  an  ifland 
lying  at  their  junction  ;  the  two  branches  being 
divided  by  a  high  ridge  of  fteep  mountains.  Off 
the  extremity  of  the  ftarboard  fhore.  In  the  above 
line  of  diredllon,  w^as  a  fmall  lllet,  and  fouth  of 
it  a  little  fandy  bay,  where  we  anchored,  and 
fteadied  the  fhip  with  a  hawfer  to  the  fhore. 

The  following  morning,  Saturday  the  22d, 

Mr. 
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Mr.  Whidbey,  with  the  large  cutter,  attended 
by  Mr.  Humphrys  in  the  launch,  provided  with 
fupplies  for  a  week,  were  difpatched  to  the  open¬ 
ings  we  had  left  unexplored  behind.  And  Mr. 
Johnftone,  in  the  Difcovery’s  fmall  cutter,  at¬ 
tended  by  Mr.  Barrie  in  the  Chatham’s  launch, 
w  ere  fent  to  examine  the  branch  leading  to  the 
weftward  and  the  larboard  fliore,  fo  long  as  their 
week’s  fupplies  would  hold  out,  or  until  the 
branch  lliould  be  found  to  communicate  with 
the  fea,  or  bring  the  party  back  to  the  fliip’s  fta- 
tion ;  in  which  cafe  a  report  w^as  to  be  made  on 
aboard,  prior  to  undertaking  the  furvey  of  the 
north-weft  branch,  as  I  intended  that  fervice  for 
Mr.  Whidbey’s  execution  after  he  fliould  have 
examined  the  openings  to  the  fbuthward,  in  the 
event  of  his  returning  before  Mr.  Johnftone. 

The  poifon  w^hich  our  people  had  received  by 
eating  the  mufcles,  appeared  by  no  means  of  fo 
malignant  a  nature  as  to  have  remained  unfub- 
dued,  could  proper  remedies  have  been  timely 
applied.  The  means  ufed  for  their  recovery  on 
their  arrival  on  board  v/as  firft  an  emetic  ;  this 
operated  very  well ;  at  bed  time  anodynes  pro¬ 
cured  them  good  reft ;  thefe  w^ere  follow^ed  the 
next  day  by  cathartics,  which  had  a  powerful  ef- 
feeft,  gave  great  relief,  and  produced  confiderable 
abatement  in  the  unpleafant  fymptoms;  and 
with  the  affiftance'^of  diaphoretic  medicines,  and 
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a  ftricS:  attention  to  the  complaints  in  their 
bowels,  fo  entirely  removed  the  malady,  that  one 
of  the  men  was  able  this  day  to  take  his  ftatioii 
in  the  boat,  but  the  others  not  being  quite  fo* 
much  recovered,  were  excufed  from  duty  fome 
days  longer. 

The  melancholy  event  that  attended  the  dlf- 
covery  of  the  poifonous  quality  in  the  mufcles, 
though  it  may  probably  be  the  means  of  preferv- 
ing  many  lives  in  future,  was  to  us,  independently 
of  the  lots  we  had  fuftained,  attended  with  cir- 
cumftances  additionally  mortifying.  Wherever 
we  had  found  thefe  filh,  they  were  fure  to  afford 
us  a  pleafant  and  palatable  frefh  meal.  Prudence 
however  now  directed  that  we  fhould  abftain  from 
them  ;  which,  to  perfons  in  our  lituatlon,  efpe- 
cially  when  detached  from  the  fhips,  and  fre¬ 
quently  on  a  very  fcanty  allowance,  w^as  the  pri¬ 
vation  of  no  fmall  comfort. 

The  weather  enabled  me  to  obtain  fome  j^ood 
obfervations,  and  in  the  evening  Mr.  Whidbey 
returned,  having  found  the  fouthern  opening  to 
extend  N.  85  E.  about  five  miles,  and  the  other 
N.  72  E.  about  three  miles,  where  each  termi¬ 
nated  as  ufual.  ,Thls  afeertained  and  traced  the 
continental  fhore  completely  up  to  this  ftation. 
At  four  o’clock  next  morning,  Sunday  23d,  Mr. 
Whidbey  with  his  party  w^as  again  difpatchcd  to 
the  north-wxft  branch.  This  he  had  examined 

bv 
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by  eleven  in  the  forenoon.  He  reported,  that  it 
extended  N.  28  W.  for  five  miles,  and  that  It 
'there  terminated.  He  had  alfo  traced  the  con¬ 
tinental  fhore  into  the  branch  of  the  inlet,  under 
the  examination  of  Mr.  Johnftone ;  but  as  the. 
tenor  of  Mr.  Johnftone’s  orders  might  induce 
him  to  pafs  fome  openings  on  the  {larboard  fhore, 
the  provifions  of  Mr.  Whidbey's  party  were  re¬ 
cruited  to  a  fupply  for  a  week,  and  he  was  again 
difpatched  to  continue  his  refearches  along  the 
continental  fhore  ;  on  which  occafion  Mr.  Men- 
zies,  in  purfuit  of  botanical  Information,  accom¬ 
panied  Mr.  Whidbey. 

This  forenoon  fome  additional  obfervations 
were  obtained  for  the  longitude  ;  in  the  evening, 
the  Iky  was  again  overcafl,  and  the  wind  that 
had  blown  frefh  from  the  S.  E.  during  the  day, 
now  increafed  to  a  flrong  gale,  attended  with 
fmall  rain. 

The  wind  abated  next  morning,  Monday  the 
24th,  but  the  rain  that  had  been  very  heavy 
during  the  night,  flill  continued.  The  wind  from 
the  S.  E.  again  frefliencd  in  the  evening,  and 
blew  hard  in  fqualls,  with  torrents  of  rain.  Dur- 
the  night,  the  tide  rofe  three  feet  perpendicularly 
higher  than  it  had  been  obferved  ufually  to  flow, 
and  floated  away  fome  of  our  water  cafks,  that 
had  been  left  to  all  appearance  in  perfeft  fecurlty. 
Our  feine  hooks  and  lines  having  been  repeatedly 
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tried  without  fuccels,  rendered  our  fituatlon  here 
very  unprofitable,  neither  the  fea  nor  the  fhores 
afforded  us  the  fmalleft  refrefhment,  nor  the  leafi 
relaxation  ;  and  the  weather  being  extremely  un- 
pleafant,  without  any  profped:  of  a  change,  ne- 
cefTarily  increafed  the  labour,  and  retarded  the 
progrefs  of  our  boats  in  the  examination  of  this 
inhofpitable  region  ;  whofe  folitary  and  defblate 
appearance,  though  daily  more  familiarized  to  our 
view,  did  not  become  lefs  irkfome  to  our  feelings. 

The  weather  continued  to  be  variable  and  un¬ 
fettled  until  the  morning  of  Thurfday  the  27th, 
when,  it  becoming  fair  and  pleafant,  fome  ob- 
fervations  were  procured  for  afcertaining  the  la¬ 
titude,  longitude,  and  variation. 

About  noon  on  the  following  day,  Mr.  John- 
ftone  returned,  and  communicated  the  follow¬ 
ing  particulars  of  his  excurfion. 

The  weftern  branch  he  found  to  extend  N. 
55  W.  about  12  miles,  where  it  united  with  two 
extenfive  arms,  one  leading  nearly  north,  the 
other  about  wxft.  The  weftern  one  continued 
near  two  leagues,  where  it  united  with  two  other 
branches  more  extenfive  than  the  former ;  one 
taking  a  foutherly,  the  other  a  north-wxfterly  dl- 
recftlon.  The  firft  of  thefe  was  purfued,  and 
having  by  noon  of  the  23d  advanced  about  two 
leagues,  the  latitude  wus  obferved  on  the  lar¬ 
board  fide  to  be  5  3''  11'',  longitude  231°  3"';  the 

variation 
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variation  of  the  compafs  21°  40'',  eaft ;  and  high 
water  20'  after  the  moon  paffed  the  meridian. 
From  hence,  in  a  fouth  diredlion,  this  fouthern 
branch  reached  about  two  leagues  further,  where 
it  took  a  fharp  turn  to  the  W.  S.  W.  about  four 
miles,  and  there  communicated  with  a  ftill  more 
extenfive  opening,  ftretching  to  the  S.  W.  and 
N.  W.  The  land  on  the  weftern  fide  appeared 
to  form  a  large  ifland,  on  which  rofe  a  confpi- 
cuous  ridge  of  mountains,  with  a  remarkable 
peak  nearly  in  their  centre,  confiderably  above 
the  reft ;  their  fiimmits  were  naked  rocks,  with- 
out  the  leafi:  appearance  of  verdure ;  the  land  to 
the  fouthward  was  much  lower,  feemed  greatly 
broken,  and  probably  afforded  feveral  paffages  to 
fea.  The  wind  blew  ftrong  from  the  fouth-eaft, 
attended  with,  much  rain.  In  the  morning  of 
the  24th,  the  w  ind  abated,  but  the  rain  conti¬ 
nued.  The  opening  leading  to  the  weftward 
was  purfued,  until  the  party  was  overtaken  by  a 
ftrong  gale  from  the  S.  E.  attended  with  very 
heavy  rain  and  thick  mlfty  w^eather.  This  obliged 
them  to  feek  ihelter  round  a  low  point  of  land 
on  the  weftern  fliore,  forming  the  north  point 
of  the  apparent  large  Ifland,  in  a  fmall  cove  ; 
which,  though  fereening  them  from  the  violence 
of  the  wind  and  fea,  admitted  of  very  indifferent 
communication  with  the  fhore,  being  chiefly 
compofed  of  ftcep  rocky  precipices.  The  wet 

and 
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and  comfortlefs  fituation  of  the  party,  however, 
made  it  indifpenfibly  neceffary  that  fome  place 
lliould  be  fought  where  the  advantage  of  a  fire 
might  be  had ;  and  having  afcended  the  top  of 
a  bare  rock,  fome  diftance  above  high  water 
mark,  it  was  fixed  upon  for  their  night’s  abode, 
where  they  remained  in  the  moft  uncomfortable 
manner,  until  by  the  unufual  flow  of  the  tide, 
produced  by  the  increafed  violence  of  the  ftorm, 
they  were  diflodged  from  this  refting  place,  and 
obliged  to  retire  to  fuch  fheltcr  as  the  lefs  inhol- 
pitable  woods  afforded.  Here  their  hours  paffed 
with  the  mofl;  anxious  concern  till  the  return  of 
day,  left  their  boats  lliould  have  been  driven  out 
of  the  cove  ;  happily  this  did  not  prove  to  be  the 
cafe  ;  but  a  continuation  of  the  lame  inclement 
weather  detained  them  until  the  2Gth,  when,  it 
becoming  rather  more  moderate,  they  had  for 
the  firft  time  a  tolerably  diftlndl  view  of  their 
fituation.  This  was  in  a  fpacious  channel  about 
two  miles  in  width,  ftretching  in  a  wefterly  df- 
reftion,  which  they  followed  about  a  league, 
when  it  opened  to  their  view  another  ftlll  more 
extenfive,  taking  a  north- weft  and  fouth-eaft 
courfe,  and  bounded  by  land  near  two  leagues 
dlftant ;  this  Mr.  Johnftone  concluded  to  be 
Banks’s  Ifland,  fo  named  by  fome  of  the  traders ; 
and  under  that  impreffion  a  paffage  to  the  ocean 
w  as  deemed  certain  of  being  found  by  that  route, 

for 
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for  v/hicli  reafon,  after  Mr.  Johnftone  had  ob- 
ferved  the  latitude  on  the  fouth-weft  point  of  the 
w  efterly  channef  off  which  lie  an  iflet  and  fome 
rocks  about  a  mile  from  the  fhore,  to  be  in  53® 
10^,  and  its  longitude  230®  41^,  he  commenced 
his  return  to  the  fhlp. 

Mr.  Johnftone  had  little  doubt  that  the  land, 
forming  the  weft  fide  of  the  channel  that  led 
him  to  the  fouthward  as  he  proceeded  to  his  laft 
ftatlon,  and  the  eaft  fide  of  that  which  led  him 
to  the  north- weftward,  was  an  ifland  ;  and  if  his 
conjeftures  were  right,  a  more  direcft  paflage  to 
the  veffels  would  neceffarlly  be  found,  by  which 
they  might  proceed  to  fea.  Thefe  ideas  proved 
in  the  fequel  to  be  correft,  and  the  ifland  was 
found  to  be  five  leagues  long  in  a  north  and  fouth 
dlrecftlon,  and  five  miles  in  breadth  ;  of  a  mode¬ 
rate  though  uneven  height,  compofed  chiefly  of 
rocky  materials,  covered  with  pine  trees  of  infe¬ 
rior  growth,  and  having  to  the  north  and  north- 
weft  of  it  much  broken  and  divided  land.  About 
noon  on  the  25th  the  weather  again  became 
rainy  and  bolfterous ;  this  continued  until  noon 
the  next  day,  when  they  arrived  at  the  north 
point  of  the  above  ifland,  and  obferved  its  lati¬ 
tude  to  be  5  3^  18^  longitude  230®  53|^  From 
hencel  with  fair  pleafant  weather,  they  made  the 
beft  of  their  way  towards  the  fhips,  where  they 
arrived  as  before  ftated.  The  country  that  had 
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fallen  under  their  obfervation,  differed  little  from 
the  genera]  charadfer  of  the  furrounding  region. 
That  on  the  fea  coaft  was  fomewhat  lefs  moun¬ 
tainous,  chiefly  covered  with  wood,  and  Jefs  en¬ 
cumbered  with  fiiow  than  the  barren  rugged  fum- 
mits  of  the  mountains  of  the  interior  country. 

Thofe  parts  that  had  lately  occupied  Mr.  John- 
ftone's  attention,  appeared  to  be  the  fame  that 
had  been  vifited  by  Mr.  Duncan,  and  called  Ne- 
pean^s  found  ;  Seif  Caamano  had  alfo  reforted 
thither  the  preceding  year,  and  had  named  the 
iiland  which  Mr.  Johnftone  circumnavigated, 
Ifle  de  Gil.  Thefe  names  I  accordingly  adopted. 

As  this  report  rendered  our  ftay  here  no  longer 
necefl'ary,  I  determined  to  proceed  immediately 
to  the  weftern  arm,  where>  on  the  continental 
fhore,  Mr.  Johnftone  had  obferved  a  bay  that 
appeared  likely  to  afford  good  anchorage,  and 
which  was  fo  fituated  that  Mr.  Whidbey  on  his 
return  muft  necelfarily  perceive  the  fliips  ;  in  the 
event,  however,  of  his  paffing  that  ftation  in  the 
night,  or  in  thick  weather,  I  left  a  letter,  fealed 
up,  in  a  bottle,  in  a  fituation  that  had  been  agreed 
upon  between  us  before  his  departure,  contain¬ 
ing  fuch  information  and  directions  as  ftiould  be 
neceffary  for  his  government. 

By  the  time  our  brewing  utenfils  and  other 
matters  wxre  brought  from  the  fhore,  the  wind 
blew  a  ftrong  gale  from  the  S.  E.  attended  with 
VoL.  IV.  F  heavy 


66  A  VOYAGE  OF  DISCOVERY  [jULY, 

heavy  fqualls  and  thick  rainy  weather.  This 
continued  until  the  morning  of  Saturday  the 
2Qth  ;  when,  about  ten  in  the  forenoon,  with  the 
affiftance  of  the  tide,  we  towed  out  of  the  cove, 
and,  a  light  breeze  fpringing  up  from  the  eaft- 
ward,  we  failed  up  the  w^eilern  arm.  Whilft  w^e 
had  remained  at  anchor,  only  two  fmall  canoes, 
with  three  perfons  in  each,  had  vifited  us  ;  one 
on  the  preceding  Sunday,  bringing  nothing  to 
difpofe  of,  the  other  juft  before  our  departure, 
which  brought  three  fca-otter  fkins  and  a  few  fal- 

o 

mon,  that  were  exchanged  principally  with  iron. 

In  this  dreary  and  uninterefting  place  nothing 
further  attracted  our  attention.  The  aftrono- 
mical  and  nautical  obfervations  made  there  were 
very  fatisfadlory,  and  by  the  former  the  cove 
was  found  to  be  fituated  in  latitude  5  3°  1 0%  lon¬ 
gitude  231°  26k  The  variation  of  the*  compafs, 
by  lixtecn  fets  of  azimuths  taken  on  fliore,  fliew- 
ing  from  1  Q°  to  24°,  gave  a  mean  refult  of  21® 
37^  eaftw^ardly  ;  and,  independently  of  the  in¬ 
fluence  that  the  ftormy  wxather  feemed  to  have 
upon  the  tide,  at  the  fprings,  the  day  tide  rofe 
fifteen  feet  three  inches,  the  night  tide  about  fix 
inches  higher,  and  was  high  water  1 0^^  1 5^  after 
the  moon  pafted  the  meridian. 

*By  feven  in  the  evening  we  had  advanced 
from  the  anchorage  we  had  quitted 'only  five 
miles  up  the  weftern  arm ;  it  was  about  a  mile 
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in  width,  and  the  fteepnefs  of  its  rocky  fides  af¬ 
forded  little  profped:  of  obtaining  any  anchorage 
on  which  we  could  depend  for  the  night.  We 
,  had  repeatedly  traverfed  from  fliore  to  Ihore  with¬ 
out  findino:  bottom  with  l05  and  185  fathoms 

O 

of  line,  though  within  half  the  flip’s  length  of 
the  rocks.  The  tide  now  making  againft  us,  we 
were  conftrained  to  reft  our  fides  againft  the  rocks, 
and  by  hawfers  faftened  to  the  trees  to  prevent 
our  being  driven  back.  Our  prefent  refting  place 
was  perfecftly  fafe,  but  this  is  not  the  cafe  againft 
every  part  of  thefe  rocky  precipices,  as  they  are 
frequently  found  to  jet  out  a  few  yards,  at  or  a 
little  beneath  low  water  mark  ;  and  if  a  veflel 
iliould  ground  on  any  of  thofe  projecfting  parts 
about  high  water,  fhe  would,  on  the  falling  tide, 
if  heeling  from  the  fhore,  be  in  a  very  dangerous 
fttuation. 

The  weather  was  foggy  for  fome  hours  the 
next  morning,  Sunday  the  30th,  and  w^as  after- 
w^ards  fuccceded  by  a  calm ;  this,  in  addition  to 
an  unfavorable  tide,  detained  us  againft  the  rocks 
until  about  noon,  when  a  breeze  from  the  weft- 
ward  'enabled  us  to  make  fail,  though  with  little 
effedt.  In  the  afternoon  the  breeze  again  died 
away ;  but  with  the  aftiftance  of  our  boats,  and 
an  eddy  tide  within  about  fifty  yards  of  the  rocks, 
wx  advanced  by  flow  degrees  to  the  weftward> 
and  found  foundings  from  forty-five  to  fixty  fa*- 
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thorns,  hard  rocky  bottom,  about  half  a  cable’s 
length  from  the  Ihore ;  but  at  a  greater  diftance 
no  ground  could  be  gained.  In  this  tedious  na« 
vigation,  fometimes  brufhing  our  fides  agalnffc 
the  rocks,  at  others  juft  keeping  clear  of  the 
trees  that  overhung  them,  we  had  advanced  at 
midnight  about  four  miles ;  and  having  at  that 
time,  bottom  at  the  depth  of  forty-five  fathoms, 
about  forty  yards  from  the  fliore,  we  let  go  the 
anchor  ;  but  fuch  was  the  projeftlng  declivity  of 
the  rocks  on  which  the  anchor  at  firfi:  refled,  that 
it  almoft  inftantly  flipped  off  into  fixty  fathoms. 
By  this  time  however  a  hawfer  was  made  fafl  to 
the  trees,  and  being  hauled  tight,  it  prevented, 
the  anchor  flipping  lower  down,  and  juft  an- 
fwered  the  purpofe  of  keeping  us  from  the  pro- 
jedllng  rocks  of  the  fliore. 

About  eight  in  the  morning  of  Monday  the  ift 
of  July,  with  the  tide  then  feemlngly  in  our  fa¬ 
vor,  and  a  moderate  wefherly  breeze,  we  made 
fome  progrefs,  and  by  two  in  the  afternoon  we 
arrived  at  the  place  where  I  purpofed  to  wait 
Mr.  Whidbey’s  return.  It  was  a  commodious 
cove ;  the  fouth  point  of  it  was  formed  by  a 
rocky  clump  covered  with  trees,  which  became 
an  ifland  at  high  water.  There  a  note  was  found 
from  Mr.  Whldbey,  flating  that  he  had  quitted 
this  ftation  at  feven  in  the  evening  on  the  fame 
flay  he  had  left  the  fliip  ;  a  diftance  that  had 

..  .  taken 


«  j 


ROUND  THE  WORUD. 


1793.] 


09 


taken  us  now  three  days  to  gain.  We  anchored 
in  forty- fix  fathoms,  fandy  bottom,  and  moored 
with  a  hawd'er  to  the  rocky  clump, (which  was 
our  neareft  fhore,  at  the  diftance  of  a  cable  and 
an  half.  This  little  bay  is  formed  by  a  ftony 
beach,  through  which  a  confiderable  run  of  water 
falls  into  the  fea  ;  this  flattered  us  with  the  hope 
of  taking  a  few  fifh,  but  the  feine  was  worked  to 
no  other  purpofe  than  that  of  tearing  it  to  pieces; 
nor  were  -we  more  fuccefsful  with  our  hooks  and 
lines.  The  fliores  however  afforded  ys  fome  rafp- 
berries,  with  black  and  red  berries,  and  the  labra- 
dore  tea  ;  thefe  were  all  gathered  at  fome  little 
diftance  in  the  woods, 

On  Tuefday  the  2d  at  noon,  I  obferved  the  la^ 
titude  to  be  5  3°  18^  longitude  231^  The 

cutter  and  launch  were  then  feen  approaching 
the  fliips,  by  the  channel  Mr.  Jphnftone  had 
purfued  towards  the  ocean ;  and  on  their  arrival 
on  board,  Mr.  Whidbey  communicated  to  tne 
the  following  account  of  bis  expedition, 

From  this  ftation  he  continued  on  the  eaftern 
ftiore,  which  took  nearly  a  north  diredljon.  A 
fmall  inlet  was  examined  extending  eafterly  about 
half  a  league,  whofe  north  point  of  entrance  lies 
north  from  this  place,  about  a  league  diftant ; 
there  the  party  refted  for  the  night  in  a  very  un¬ 
comfortable  fttuation,  owing  to  the  extremely 
bad  w^cather,  and  the  rugged  rocky  ftiore,  that 
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fcarcely  afforded  them  a  fufficient  horizontal  fpace 
to  land  and  remain  upon.  The  next  morning 
(June  24th)<as*they  were  preparing  to  proceed, 
a  fmoke  was  difcovered  ifluing  from  amongft  the 
ftones  on  the  lliore,  that,  at  low  tide,  formed  a 
kind  of  beach.  On  examination,  a  run  of  hot 
water  was  found  paffing  amongft  the  ftones, 
which  at  high  tide  muft  be  at  leaft  fix  feet  be- 
tieath  the  furface  of  the  fea  They  were  not  able 
to  difcover  its  fource,  and  having  no  thermome¬ 
ter,  its  decree  -of  heat  could  not  be  afcertained. 
Some  of  the  feamen  attempted  to  walli  their 
hands  in  it,  but  found  the  heat  inconvenient..  It 
had  a  faltifli  tafte,  and  Mr.  Whidbey  was  of  opi^ 
nion,  that  the  rapidity  with  which  it  flowed  could 
fcarcely  permit  of  its  receiving  this  favour  from 
the  fea  wat^r.  Its  colour  and  tafte  were  thought 
tOvrefemble  much  the  waters  at  Cheltenham. 

From  hence  Mr.  Whidbey  continued  his  route 
along  the  continental  fliore.  This  took  a  north- 
wefterly  direction  to  a  point  in  latitude  53^  32^, 
longitude  231°  5'';  in  their  way  to  this  ftation, 
about  two  leagues  to  the  fouth-eaft  of  it,  a  fmall 
branch  was  examined.  It  was  about  a  mile  in 
width  ;  its  firft  direftion  was  N.  30  E.  for  about 
a  league,  and  then  S.  08  E.  about  two  miles  fuiv 
ther,  where  it  terminated  in  a  round  bafon,  hav¬ 
ing  near  its  centre  a  fmall  ifland  on  the  fouthern 
firore.  Both  fides  were  compofed  of  perpendi¬ 
cular 
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cular  cliffs  covered  with  pine  trees.  The  breadth 
of  the  channel  they  had  thus  purfued  was  in  ge¬ 
neral  about  half  a  league,  until  they  approaclied 
this  point,  where  it  decreafed  to  about  half  that 
width.  The  weftern  fliore  was  found  to  be  nearly 
ftraight  and  compadl,  until  the  party  were 
abreaft  of  this  point ;  there  it  formed  a  deep  bay, 
whofe  fhores  appeared  to  be  a  little  broken  at  the 
bottom.  From  this  point  the  inlet  taking  an 
eafterly  direilion  widened  to  about  half  a  league, 
and  the  continental  fhore  firfl  took  a  direction  N. 
75  E.  about  four  miles,  where  it  left  but  a  narrow 
neck  of  land  between  it  and  the  north  fide  of  the 
above-mentioned  fmall  branch.  From  thence  it 
extended  N.  50  E.  about  four  miles  further,  to  a 
point  where  the  width  of  the  inlet  increafed  to 
about  three  miles  and  an  half,  and  it  divided  into 
two  branches  ;  the  principal  one,  or  continuation 
of  the  former  branch,  ftretched  about  N.  by  W.; 
the  other  S.  E.  by  E.,  about  a  mile  wide.  This 
ftation  they  gained  about  breakfaft  time  on  the 
25th,  after  paffing  a  very  uncomfortable  night  in 
confequence  of  the  tide  having  flowed  into  their 
tents  at  the  bottom,  whilft  a  heavy  torrent  of  rain 
was  falling  over  their  heads. 

This  point  was  named  by  Mr.  Whidbey  Point 
Staniforth,  and  is  fituated  in  latitude  53°  34"', 
longitude  231°  17^.  The  fhores  they  had  paffed 
were  in  part  compofed  of  lofty  fteep  mountains, 

F  4  '  that 
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that  rofe  nearly  perpendicularly  from  the  fea,  and 
were  covered  from  the  water  fide  to  their  fum- 
mits  with  pines  and  fofeft  trees.  The  other  parts, 
equally  well  wooded,  were  lefs  elevated,  and  ter¬ 
minated  in  fandy  beaches  with  projedflng  points, 
forming  feveral  fmall  bays  and  coves  ;  and  before 
they  reached  that  part  of  the  inlet  which  took  an 
eaflerly  diredllon,  Mr.  Whidbey  obferved  more 
drift  wood  than  he  had  feen  on  any  other  part  of 
the  coafl.  After  breakfaft  the  party  entered  the 
fouth-eafterlv  branch,  and  found  it  friores  com- 
pofed  of  mountains  that  were  barren  towards  their 
fummits,  but  well  wmoded  near  the  water  fide. 
As  they  advanced,  its  width  increafed  to  about 
half  a  league  ;  and  in  a  direction  S.  6o  E.  three 
miles  and  an  half  from  point  Staniforth,  an  ifland 
lies  nearly  in  mid-channel,  where  they  flopped 
to  dine.  At  the  entrance  into  this  arm  a  tide 
was  found  in  their  favor,  and  not  being  more 
than  half  flood  by  the  fhore,  Mr.  Whidbey 
{Was  flattered  with  the  profpefi:  of  carrying  the 
flood  tide  fome  diftance  ;  it  however  fhortly  turn¬ 
ed,  with  a  breeze,  down  the  arm,  and  they  wxre 
fix  hours  advancing  about  four  miles.  They 
quitted  their  dinner  flation,  leaving  unexamined 
a  fmall  arm  extending  from  the  fouthern  fliore, 
and  purfued  the  main  branch,  taking  a  direction 
from  the  iflands  S.  55  E.  This  was  traced  along 
the  fouthern  fhore  ten  miles,  until  they  arrived  at 

a  place 
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a  place  that  had  the  appearance  of  being  a  fmall 
bay  ;  here  they  ftopped  for  the  night,  after  having 
advanced  throngh  a  very  delblate  country,  whofe 
inhofpi table  fliores  were  formed  by  fuch  fteep 
barren  rocky  precipices,  as  rendered  the  landing 
very  difficult.  A  very  few  trees  were  thinly  dif- 
perfed,  of  a  flender  dwarf  kind,  produced  upon 
the  naked  rock. 

The  cutter  having  been  very  leaky  during  the 
afternoon,  was  inftantly  cleared  and  hauled  up, 
when  one  of  her  planks  under  the  larboard  bow 
was  difcovered  to  have  been  ftove  in  by  fome 
means,  of  which  no  one  could  form  any  conjec¬ 
ture.  A  piece  of  lead  was  nailed  over  the  injured 
part,  and  the  boat  was  again  made  tight.. 

At  day-light  on  the  26th,  their  fituatlon  was 
difcovered,  inftead  of  being  in  a  fmall  bay  as  had 
been  fuppofed,  to  be  a  little  way  within  the  en¬ 
trance  of  a  fmall  rivulet,  about  a  cable’s  length 
wide,  admitting,  for  about  a  fourth  part  of  that 
extent,  a  paffage  of  five  fathoms  water.  It  took 
u  winding  courfe  to  the  S.  W.  betv/een  two 


mountains  ;  the  tide  of  flood  ran  ftrongly  up,  and 
the  ebb  returned  with  fuch  Impetuofity,  that  the 
boats  could  not  make  the  leaft  way  againft  the 
current. 

As  many  funken  rocks  were  lying  acrofs  its 
entrance,  Mr.  Whidbey  did  not  think  it  an  ob- 
jeft  worth  the  rlfli  of  any  further  examination ; 

and 
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and  for  that  reafon  he  proceeded  immediately  up 
the  arm,  taking  an  irregular  diredtion,  firft  about 
N.  50  E.,  for  eight  miles,  and  then  about  S.  55 
E.,  twenty-two  miles ;  where,  as  ufual,  it  ter¬ 
minated  in  fliioal  water,  before  a  border  of  low 
land,  through  which  flowed  feveral  fmall  ftreams 
or  rivulets  of  frefh  water.  The  latitude  appeared 
to  be  5  3°  20'',  longitude  232®  \  f  \  it  was  high 
w^ater  by  the  fhore  36'  after  the  moon  pafTed  the 
meridian,  and  the  rife  and  fall  of  the  tide  was 
about  fourteen  feet. 

On  the  morning  of  the  27th  they  returned 
dowm  this  arm,  which,  after  Sir  Alan  Gardner,  I 
called  Gardner’s  Channel.  On  this  occafion 
Mr.  Whidbey  obferved,  that  the  face  of  the  coun¬ 
try  through  which  they  had  paffed  from  the  little 
rapid  rivulet,  was  almoft  an  intirely  barren  wafte, 
nearly  deftltute  of  wood  and  verdure,  and  pre- 
fenting  to  the  eye  one  rude  mafs  of  almoft  naked 
rocks,  rifing  into  rugged  mountains,  more  lofty 
than  any  he  had  before  feen,  wdrofe  towering  fum- 
rnits  feeming  to  overhang  their  bafes,  gave  them 
a  tremendous  appearance.  The  whole  w^as  co¬ 
vered  with  perpetual  ice  and  fnow,  that  reached, 
in  the  gullies  formed  between  the  mountains, 
clofe  down  to  the  high-water  mark  ;  and  many 
water- falls  of  various  dimenfions  were  feen  to  de- 
feend  in  every  diredion. 

By  the  morning  of  the  28th,  they  had  reached 

the 
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the  fmall  arm  on  the  fouthern  ftore^  that  had 
been  paffed  unexamined  on  the  afternoon  of  the 
25th.  This  they  now  found  extending  S.  35  E. 
nine  miles  from  point  Staniforth,  where  it  ter¬ 
minated  as  ufaal.  '  From  thence  the  party  pro¬ 
ceeded  about  feven  miles  up  what  appeared  to  be 
the  main  branch  of  the  inlet,  where  they  refted 
for  the  night,  oh  the  eaftern  Ihore,  oppofite  to 
an  ifland  lying  nearly  in  mid-channel.  This  fta- 
tion  lies  from  point  Staniforth  N.  10  W.  eight 
miles.  The  fhores  of  the  continent,  from  the 
fouth-eaftern  arm,  were  nearly  ftraight  and  corn- 
pad:.  Here  they  were  vifited  by  eight  Indians  in 
two  canoes,  the  firfi:  that  they  had  feen  during 
this  expedition.  The  natives  behaved  in  a  very 
civil  and  friendly  manner,  and  prefented  the  party 
with  two  fine  falmon,  each  weighing  about  70 
pounds  ;  thefe  were  the  fineft  and  largeft  that 
had  been  feen  during  our  voyage,  and  the  In¬ 
dians,  after  being  recompenfed  with  a  fmall  piece 
of  iron,  departed  very  well  pleafed  with  the  ex¬ 
change. 

The  w^eather  was  calm,  with  heavy  rain  in  the 
morning  of  the  29th,  and  fo  it  continued  all  the 
day;  notwithftanding  this  Mr.  Whidbey  refumed 
his  examination  in  the  afternoon,  along  the  eaf¬ 
tern  or  continental  fliore.  From  their  place  of 
reft  it  took  a“ north  diredioa  for  nine  miles,  to  a 

projeding 
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projcftlng  point  that  obtained  the  name  of 
Point  Hopkins,  forming  within  thofe  limits 
a  deep  bend,  in  which  were  many  fandy  bays. 
■The  fhores  here  were  moderately  elevated  and 
well  covered  with  wood.  Two  openings  to  the 
fouth  of  this  point  were  paffed  on  the  oppofite 
fhore.  From  hence  the  main  inlet  appeared  to 
divide  into  two  branches,  one  taking  a  north- 
eafterly,  the  other  a  north- wefterly  diredtlon. 
The  former,  as  being  a  continuation  of  the  con¬ 
tinent,  was  firft  attended  to,  and  was  found  to 
extend  N.  3/  E.  feven  miles  to  the  fouth  point  of 
a  fmall  branch  about  half  a  iTiile  wide.  The 
eaftern  fliore  here  formed  a  large  fandy  bay,  and 
to  the  w’eftward  fome  rocky  iflets,  and  an  ifland 
about  four  miles  long  were  paffed.  Here  they  wxre 
met  by  the  fame  Indians  who  had  furnifhed  them 
with  the  tv^o  falmon,  and  who  attended  the  party 
up  the  above-mentioned  fmall  branch.  This, 
from  its  fouth  point  of  entrance,  took  a  diredlion 
S.  78  E.  feven  miles,  where  it  terminated 
ufual  by  fhoal  water  in  latitude  5  3°  54i^  longi¬ 
tude  231®  3ok  They  Hopped  here  to  dine,  and 
were  vifited  by  ten  canoes,  containing  about  fixty 
Indians ;  the  largeft  of  thefe,  in  which  was  the 
chief  and  his  family,  had  its  head  and  ftern  cu- 
rioufly  dccora-ted  with  carved  w^ork,  and  rude 
and  uncouth  figures  in  painting,  refcmbling  thofe 

with 
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with  which  they  adorn  their  houfes.  The  fkins 

/ 

of  the  fea  otter  and  fome  land  animals  they  rea¬ 
dily  difpofed  of,  for  copper,  blue  cloth,  and 
blankets,  but  the  former  feemed  higheft  in  their 
cftimation.  »  They  all  behaved  very  civilly  and 
honcftly,  and  were  very  compliant  in  doing  what¬ 
ever  they  were  defired.  Mr.  Whidbey  permitted 
the  chief  to  fit  with  him  at  dinner  ;  which  he 
confidcred  as  a  great  indulgence,  and  conduced 
hlmfelf  very  well.  He  drank  fome  grog,  and 
appeared  to  be  very  fond  of  bread  and  fugar ;  he 
preferred  the  latter,  and  feemed  greatly  aftonlfhed 
at  the  tafte  of  it ;  he  gave  fome  to  feveral  of  his 
attendants,  who  feemed  to  be  equally  furprized. 
After  dinner  Mr.  Whidbey  returned  down  this 
branch,  accompanied  by  the  chief  and  his  whole 
party,  wdio  every  now  and  then  fung  fongs,  by 
no  means  unmelodious  or  unpleafing.  The  party 
reached  the  entrance  in  the  evening,  where  they 
flopped  for  the  night  in  a  fmall  cove  within  a  bay. 
On  making  figns  to  the  Indians  that  they  were 
going  to  reft,  all  thefe  immediately  retired  to 
another  cove,  at  a  little  dlftance,  where  they  re¬ 
mained  perfectly  quiet ;  and  at  four  the  next 
morning  (the  3 0th)  they  accompanied  them  again 
in  their  refearches  up  the  main  branch  of  the  in¬ 
let.  From  hence  it  was  about  two  miles  wdde, 
and  took  nearlv  a  north  direftlon  nine  miles,  to 

the 
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the  latitude  of  54^4"',  longitude  231'^  \Q^,  where 
it  w^as  terminated  by  a  border  of  low'  land  ; 
whence  extended  a  fhaliow^  fiat  from  fide  to  fide, 
through  wdiich  a  fmall  rivulet  difcharged  itfelf 
at  its  eaflern  corner,  navigable  for  canoes  only. 
This  termination  differed  in  ftme  refpedt  from 
many  of  the  others ;  its  fhores  w'ere  not  very 
abrupt,  but  were  bounded  on  each  fide  by  a  range 
of  lofty  mountains,  which,  however,  were  not 
(as  had  been  conftantly  the  cafe)  connedlcd  a.t  the 
head  of  the  arm,  but  continued  feemingly  in  a 
dlredlion  parallel  to  each  other.  The  valley  be- 
tw'een  them,  wdiicli  w^as  three  or  four  miles  wide, 
formed  nearly  a  plain,  and  w'as  covered  with  tail 
foreft  trees,  moftly  of  the  pine  tribe.  This  plain  ' 
w^as  fuppofed  by  Mr.  Whidbey  to  extend  fome 
leagues,  to  where  the  diflant  mountains  appeared 
to  conned:  the  two  ranges.  Our  party  made  a 
late  breakfaft  near  the  entrance  of  the  rivulet, 
w'here  they  found  the  remains  of  an  Indian  vil¬ 
lage,  On  their  moving  from  thence,  their  In¬ 
dian  attendants  took  their  leave,  went  up  the  ri¬ 
vulet  ill  their  canoes,  and  v/crc  feen  no  miore. 
Contrary  W'inds,  though  the  v/eather  was  now 
pleafant,  retarded  their  progrefs  fo  much,  that 
by  nine  at  night  they  had  not  reached  more  than 
eleven  miles  in  a  diredfion  S.  20  W.  from  the 
head  of  the  inlet.  Here  they  flopped  for  the 

night 
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night  on  the  weftern  fhore,  clofe  to  a  very  large 
water-fall,  about  ten  feet  above  high  water  mark, 
that  had  its  fburce  in  a  lake  of  frefh  water  w  hich 
appeared  to  be  deep,  lying  in  a  north-weft  di- 
redlion. 

About  three  in  the  morning  of  the  firfl:  of  July, 
the  party  proceeded  down  the  weftern  fhore,  and 
foon  arrived  at  the  w^eftern  divifion  of  the  main 
inlet,  mentioned  on  the  29th  of  June  to  have 
been  feen  from  point  Hopkins.  This,  which 
took  a  direction  S.  35  W.,  was  about  a  mile  wide; 
its  weftern  lliore  being  ftill  a  continuation  of  the 
continent,  its  eaftern  having  the  appearance  of 
being  an  ifland,  or  a  group  of  iflands  ;  fo  that  lit¬ 
tle  doubt  was  entertained  of  finding  a  paffage  by 
that  route,  inftead  of  returning  by  the  way  they 
had  come.  For  this  reafon  Mr.  Whidbey  did  not 
hcfitate  to  proceed  down  the  arm,  and  having 
advanced  about  five  miles  along  the  continental 
fhore,  he  came  to  si  point  in  latitude  53^  50\ 
longitude  231®  SF,  which  he  named  Point  Ash¬ 
ton.  Here  another  branch  extended  from  that 
they  were  purfuing  to  the  northward,  and,  at  a 
little  diftance,  appeared  again  to  divide  into  two 
arms,  to  the  north  and  the  north-weft. 

By  this  time  their  provifions  w^ere  nearly  ex- 
haufted ;  and  as  -  there  was  no  certainty  of  gain¬ 
ing  a  paflage  to  the  fliip  by  this  route,  Mr.  Whid¬ 
bey 
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bey  deemed  it  nioft  prudent  to  quit  the  further 
examination  of  the  continental  fliorc,  and  to 
make  the  heft  of  his  way  tow^ards  the  veffels.  At 
point  AOaton  they  break fafted;?  and  by  the  fliorc 
found  it  high  w^ater  there  I  3^  after  the  moon  paA 
led  the  meridian.  From  this  point  in  a  foutherly 
direftion  were  fevcral  rocky  illets,  and  two  final  1 
iflands.  After  breakfafl  they  made  coniiderable 
progrefs,  and  found  the  arm  take  a  direclion  S» 
30  W.,  14  miles  to  a  point  on  the  eaft  fhore* 
About  half  way  from  point  Afliton^  they  paffed 
on  that  fiiore  by  an  openings  ftretching  to  the 
north-eaft,  and  communicating  moft  probably 
with  one  of  thofc  they  had  paffed  on  the  oppofitc 
fide  ot  the  land,  extending  to  the  weftward^ 
From  this  lail  ftatlon  the  channel  ran  nearly 

mi 

fouth ;  and  by  ten  in  the  forenoon  of  the  2d  of 
July,  their  former  opinion  was  confirmed,  by 
their  arriving  at  the  fouth-weft  extremity  of  the 
land,  w^hich  in  their  way  up  to  point  Hopkins 
had  formed  their  weffern,  and  on  their  return 
from  point  Afhton,  their  eaftern  fhore.  This^# 
which  I  called  Point  Gumming,  is  fituated  in 
latitude  53"  1 8 longitude  230^  58^  from  hence 
the  iflet,  on  which  Mr.  Whidbey  had  left  a  note 
the  23d  of  June,  w^as  feen  lying  nearly  eafl^  at 
the  diftance  of  about  nine  miles.  Thus  his  con- 

s 

jedtures  w  ere  proved  to  have  been  well  founded;^ 

and 
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and  that  the  intervening  land  compofed  an  cx- 
tenfive  ifland  about  thirty-three  miles  in  length, 
and  from  three  to  eleven  miles  in  breadth. 

This  ifland,  after  that  noble  and  indefatigable 
promoter  of  the  Britifh  eommerce,  Lord  Haw  kef- 
bury,^  I  named  Hawkesbury’s  Island.  From 
point  Gumming  the  party  returned  to  the  fhips 
as  already  related. 

*  Now  Lord  Liverpool 
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CHAPTER  rv. 

Mr,  TVhidbey  agaht  dtfpatclied  with  two  Boats- — ' 
Anchor  near  the  IJle  de  Gil — Account  af  Mr. 
IVhidhey  s  Bxcmjicn — (^ult  Ft/her  man  s  Cove — ^ 
Pafs  between  Banks' s  IJland  and  Pitt's  Archlpe^ 
lago  into  the  Ocean — Filter  Chatham's  Sound — 
Meet  three  FngllJJi  VeJJeh — Arrive  in  Obferva^ 
tory  hilet — Anchor  in  Salmon  Bay — Boats  again 
dlfpatched  on  the  Survey, 

OUR  diftance  from  the  place  where  Mr. 

Whidbey  had  quitted  the  examination  of 
the  continental  fhore  being  at  leaf!:  1 5  leagues^, 
and  the  probability  there  was,  that  the  branches 
he  had  left  unexamined,  on  the  weftefn  fliore, 
were  only  fmall  arms,  induced  me  not  to  pro¬ 
ceed  in  the  veffels  fo  far  in  fuch  a  tedious  and 
difagreeable  navigation,  but  to  take  a  fituation 
fome where  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  north- 
weft  part  of  Mr.  Johnftone’s  refearches  ;  wEere 
the  veffels  would  be  conveniently  ftationed  for 
proceeding  in  the  inland  navigation,  fhould  this 
be  found  advifable,  or  for  purfuing  the  route  Mr, 
Johnftone  had  explored  leading  tow^ards  the 


ocean. 
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With  a  favorable  breeze  vv^e  fteered  to  the 
weftward,  but  we  had  no  fooner  entered  the 
channel  by  which  the  boats  had  returned,  which, 
was  about  half  a  league  in  width,  and  commu¬ 
nicated  with  Nepean’s  found,  than  the  favor¬ 
able  breeze  died  away,  and  it  was  fucceeded  by 
light  baffling  winds  in  the  contrary  direftion.  As 
we  at  firfl:  advanced  in  this  channel,  foundings 
were  gained  from  40  to  45  fathoms,  at  the  dif- 
tance  of  near  two  cables’  length  on  each  lide ;  but, 
the  ebb  tide  being  in  our  favor,  and  we  being  alfb 
in  hopes  of  finding  foundings  as  we  proceeded,  I 
was  not  induced  to  anchor  until  the  flood  fhould 
return ;  at  which  time,  the  wind  intirely  dying 
away,  and  we  being  in  the  middle  of  the  chan¬ 
nel,  it  was  not  until  midnight,  though  with  the 
affiftance  of  all  our  boats  a- head  towing,  that  we 
arrived  in  6o  fathoms  water,  about  half  a  cable’s 
length  from  the  fouthern  fhore,  and  four  miles 
and  an  half  from  our  late  anchorage.  The  bot¬ 
tom  did  not  appear  by  the  lead  to  be  rocky.  The 
anchor,  however,  in  the  morning  of  Wednefday 
the  3d,  flipped  off  the  bank,  and  the  fhip  was 
adrift;  it  was  immediately  hove  up,  and  with  light 
variable  winds  attended  with  much  rain,  we  at¬ 
tempted  to  advance  until  two  in  the  afternoon  ; 
when  finding  we  loll  ground,  we  came  to  an  an¬ 
chor  on  the  fouthern  fliore,  about  half  a  mile  to 
the  eaflward  of  the  place  we  had  left  in  the  morn- 
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ing,  in  40  fathoms  water ;  but  before  a  hawfer 
could  be  made  faft  to  the  fliore,  the  anchor  again 
flipped  into  Oo  fathoms :  this  precaution  how¬ 
ever  prevented  our  being  again  adrift,  or  the  an¬ 
chor  from  flipping  into  deeper  water. 

Such  being  the  unavoidable  and  tedious  delays 
attendant  on  moving  the  veflels,  I  difpatched  Mr. 
Whidbey  in  the  large  cutter,  attended  by  Mr. 
Barrie  in  the  fmall  one,  to  profecute  the  inland 
navigation  ;  appointing  a  rendezvous  not  likely  to 
be  miftaken,  whither  wc  fhould  proceed  by  fuch 
advances  as  were  in  our  poiver.  But,  in  cafe  this 
fervice  fhould  be  early  completed,  and  he  himfelf 
returned  before  the  arrival  of  the  veflels  at  the 
appointed  place,  which  was  that  where  Mr. 
Johnflone’s  inveflilgation  was  intended  to  com¬ 
mence,  he  was  then  to  proceed  in  that  route, 
leaving,  in  a  fituation  eaflly  to  be  difeovered,  due 
information  of  his  proceedings  ;  by  w^hich  means 
any  further  examination  in  that  quarter  would 
become  Intirely  unneceflary.  With  thefe  direc¬ 
tions,  and  ten  days’  provifions,  he  departed  about 
noon. 

We  remained  in  this  fituation  until  about  half 
pafl:  ten  in  the  forenoon  of  Thurfday  the  4th, 
when  a  moderate  breeze  fprin'ging  up  from  the 
fouth-weftward,  we  made  fail  to  windward.  Our 
progrefs  was  fo  flow,  that  at  feven  in  the  even¬ 
ing  we  had  only  reached  point  Gumming ;  and 
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we  had  no  fboner  rounded  this  point,  than  the 
wind,  that  had  been  againft  us  the  whole  day, 
and  would  now  have  been  favorable,  inftantly 
fliifted  to  the  very  point  for  which,  on  entering 
Nepean’s  found,  we  had  wanted  to  fleer,  in  order 
to  reach  our  rendezvous  now  at  the  diflance  of 
about  four  miles.  This  difappointment  compelled 
us,  at  ten  o’clock,  to  anchor,  and  make  fafl  to 
the  trees,  two  miles  to  the  northward  of  the  above 
point,  in  fifty  fathoms  water ;  the  bottom  fand 
and  flones,  about  half  a  cable’s  length  from  the 
eaflern  fhore.  In  the  morning,  the  appointed 
rendezvous  for  meeting  Mr.  Whidbey’s  party  not 
having  been  vifited  by  any  of  our  boats,  I  ordered 
the  mafler  of  the  Chatham  to  go  thither,  and  to 
afcertain  the  befl  anchorage  for  the  velTels.  About 
ten  o’clock  a  light  breeze  from  the  N.  W.  fpring- 
ing  up,  we  made  fail  to  wdndward  in  order  to  fol¬ 
low  him. 

On  heaving  up  the  befl  bower  anchor,  to  our 
great  furprize  and  mortification,  we  found  it 
broken.  The  palm,  with  half  the  arm  of  the 
anchor,  was  broken  off.  It  had  evidently  flruck 
flantingly  againfl  a  rock,  as  the  mark  of  the  rock 
flill  remained  on  the  broken  part  of  the  anchor  ; 
and  as  there  was  not  the  leafl  flrain  in  weighing 
it,  there  is  little  doubt  that  its  own  weight  broke 
it  in  the  adl  of  falling.  The  anchor  appeared  to 
have  been  compofed  of  very  bad  materials,  and  to 
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have  been  very  111  wrought ;  it  had  broken  quite 
ftort  off,  and  had  it  not  been  for  the  fhape  of  the 
bars,  that  remained  in  its  infide  in  their  original 
ftate,  the  texture  of  the  metal  would  rather  have 
induced  the  belief  of  its  being  caft,  than  wrought,^ 
iron. 

Such  were  the  anchors  with  which  we  were 
fupplied  for  executing  this  tedious,  arduous,  and 
hazardous  fervice.  Happily,  neither  on  this,  nor 
on  the  former  hmilar  occafion,  about  this  time 
in  the  preceding  year,  were  we  expofed  to  any 
immediate  danger,  other  wife  the  chances  of  our 
efcaping  would  have  been  much  againft  us.  A  lols 
of  confidence  in  the  ftability  of  thefe  our  lafi:  re- 
fources,  muft  alw^ays  be  attended  with  the  mofh 
painful  refledlions  that  can  occur  in  a  maritime 
life.  From  our  unfortunate  experience,  little  de¬ 
pendence  could  be  placed  in  future  on  the  fer- 
vdees  of  our  anchors,  fhould  w^e  be  driven  to  the 
cruel  neceffity  of  reforting  to  them  as  a  laft  re- 
fource. 

On  Mr.  Manby’s  return,  he  reported,  that  al¬ 
though  the  neighbourhood  of  the  fpot  he  had 
been  fefit  to  examine  afforded  anchorage,  yet  it 
was  very  much  expofed,  and  the  foundings  gained 
wxre  off  a  fmall  faiidy  beach,  that  extended  but 
a  litle  way  in  any  diredlion.  On  more  minutely 
noticing  the  weftern  ihore  of  this  inlet,  being  the 
eaft  fide  of  the  ifle  de  Gil,  I  faw  a  fituation  that 
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promifed  to  anfwer  our  prefent  purpofe,  having 
now  to  break  out  the  main  hold  for  another  an¬ 
chor.  I  lent  a  boat  to  found  it,  and  on  receiving 
a  favorable  report,  about  three  o’clock  we  an¬ 
chored  in  forty  fathoms  ;  ftones,  fhells,  and  fandy 
bottom;  mooring  with  a  hawfer  to  the  Ihore, 
The  bay  is  fituated  on  the  north-eaft  part  of  the 
illand,  about  two  miles  from  its  northern  extre¬ 
mity.  Its  outer  points  bearing  by  compafs  from 
N.  W.  to  S.  E.  by  E.,  our  diftance  about  a  cable’s 
length  from  the  Ihore. 

My  intentions  now  were,  that  the  Chatham 
fhould  proceed  to,  and  remain  at,  the  rendez¬ 
vous,  for  the  information  of  the  boats ;  and  that 
the  Difcovery  fhould  continue  at  this  more  eli¬ 
gible  ftation  for  the  fervice  we  had  to  perform. 
But  on  obferving  the  Chatham  haul  her  wind, 
inftead  of  anchoring  at  the  place  appointed,  I 
concluded  the  anchorage  was  not  found  very  de- 
firable  ;  the  fignal  was  therefore  made  for  them 
to  join  us,  wdiich  was  accordingly  done  about  five 
in  the  evening.  We  immediately  fat  about  re¬ 
placing  the  anchors ;  this  was  accomplifhed,  and 
the  hold  re-flowed  by  noon  the  next  day,  Satur¬ 
day  the  Cth. 

The  Chatham’s  launch  requiring  fome  repairs, 
detained  Mr.  Johnflone  and  his  party  until  four 
o’clock  on  Sunday  morning,  when,  with  fupplles 
for  a  week,  he  departed,  in  order  to  refume  his 
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examination  of  the  coaft  towards  the  ocean;  with 
diredlions  to  call  at  the  place  appointed  for  Mr. 
'Whidbey’s  rendezvous,  bearing  by  compafs  N.  2? 
W.  diftant  three  miles,  and  there  to  leave  infor¬ 
mation  of  his  departure,  and  of  the  ftation  the 
veffels  had  taken.  About  nine  Mr.  Johnftone 
returned,  having  found  a  note  from  Mr.  Whid- 
bey,  which  ftated,  that  the  openings  he  had  pur- 
fued  to  the  northward  in  the  inland  navlc:ation, 
had  been  all  found  to  terminate  in  the  ulual  way; 
that  he  had  quitted  the  rendezvous  the  preceding 
day  at  noon,  whither  he  had  then  traced  the  con¬ 
tinental  flbore,  and  had  departed  with  the  view  of 
continuing  its  further  examination  up  an  arm 
leading  to  the  north-weft.  Mr.  Johnftone  left  the 
diredlions  according  to  his  orders,  and  returned  on 
board,  as  this  intelligence,of  Mr.  Whidbey’s  pro¬ 
ceedings  had  rendered  his  expedition  unneceffary. 
On  his  arrival  he  pointed  out  a  fituation  round 
the  north  point  of  this  ifland,  w^hich  appeared  to 
him  more  eligible  for  waiting  the  return  of  the 
boats  than  the  ftation  we  had  taken  ;  but  as  this 
afforded  an  abundance  of  berries  and  of  the  labra- 
dore  tea,  I  w^as  induced  to  remain  here  another 
day,  that  our  people  might  have  the  advantage  of 
a  ramble  into  the  w’oods,  and  ot  partaking  of  thofe 
excellent  refreihments. 

As  the  wdnd  blewftfom  the  northward  direcftly 
into  the  bay,  attended  with  thick  mifty  w^eather, 
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we  remained  quiet  until  Tuefday  the  Qtli,  vv'hen 
we  proceeded  to  the  ftation  pointed  out  fcy  Mr. 
Johnftone.  On  anchoring,  the  beft  bower  was 
in  thirty- three,  the  fmall  bower  in  forty-three  fa¬ 
thoms,  about  a  quarter  of  a  mule  from  the  fliore; 
the  bottom  dark  fand  and  mud.  Our  fituation 
was  directly  to  the  fouth- weft  ward  of  the  north 
point  of  the  iflie  de  Gil,  whofe  fhores  bore  by 
compafs  from  S.  by  E.  to  N.  E.  by  E. ;  the  neareft 
oppofite  lliore  weft,  about  half  a  league  diftant  * 
the  arm  under  Mr.  Whidbey's  examination  north- 
w^eft,  diftant  two  miles ;  and  the  appointed  ren¬ 
dezvous  diftant  about  a  league. 

The  next  morning,  Wednefday  the  loth,  the 
feine  was  hauled,  and  a  good  meal  of  fifh  procured 
for  all  hands ;  an  abundance  of  berries  were  pro¬ 
duced  on  the  adjacent  fhores,  and  a  fufficient 
quantity  of  fifli  caught  to  fupply  our  wants  during 
our  ftay,  which  continued  w  ithout  any  particular 
occurrence  until  Sunday  the  14th.  About  feven 
in  the  morning  the  boats  returned,  after  having 
purfued  the  examination  of  the  continental  fhore, 
through  an  arm  wTofe  entrance,  two  miles  from 
this  ftation,  was  in  a  dlrcdlion  N.  30  W.  ;  in 
which  its  boundaries  were  traced  to  the  latitude 
of  54^  24^  longitude  22Q^42^  and  confidered  to 
be  there  the  eaftern  part  of  Chatham’s  found,  fo 
named  by  fomc  former  vlfitors.  From  thence 
the  continental  Ihore,  which  took  a  northerly  di¬ 
rection. 
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re6lion,  appeared  to  be  compaft,  and  formed  the 
eaftern  fide  of  a  very  fpacious  and  extenfive  open¬ 
ing,  lying  in  the  fame  direction  with,  the  conti¬ 
nent  from  two  to  three  leagues  in  width,  and 
nearly  unlimited  in  its  northern  direftion.  The 
continental  fhore  was  compofed  of  a  range  of  lofty 
mountains  covered  with  fnow ;  but  the  weftern 
fide  of  the  found  w^as  divided  into  large  and  fmall 
iflands,  through  which  Mr.  Whidbey  faw'  two 
channels  communicating  with  the  ocean.  By 
one  of  thefe  he  intended  to  have  returned,  but 
the  llrong  foutherly  winds  that  prevailed  induced 
him  to  return  by  the  inland  navigation.  The  fol¬ 
lowing  is  an  account  of  this  excurfion. 

By  noon  of  the  4th  the  party  reached  point 
Ailiton,  where  Mr.  Whidbey  on  his  former  ex¬ 
pedition  had  quitted  the  examination  of  the  con¬ 
tinental  lliore.  Having  dined  they  proceeded 
round  this  point  along  the  continent,  up  the 
northern  branch  then  left  unexplored;  and  found 
it,  as  it  had  appeared  to  be,  divided  into  two 
fmall  arms,  the  firfi:  fcarcely  half  a  mile  wide, 
taking  a  diredlion  N.  18  E.,  about  four  miles, 
where  it  terminated  in  low  land,  rifing  gradually 
to  a  moderate  height  within  the  country.  The 
eaft  fide  of  the  arm  bore  a  fimilar  appearance,  in¬ 
dented  with  feveral  fandy  bays  ;  but  the  weftern 
fide  was  high,  fteep,  and  rocky.  The  other 
branch  of  this  opening,  extending  from  point . 
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Afliton  N.  lO  W.,  was  about  the  fame  width  ; 

with  an  ifland  fituated  nearly  in  its  middle,  and 

*  _ 

fome  funken  rocks  on  its  eaftern  fhore.  This 
branch  terminated  by  low  fwampy  land,  fur- 
rounded  on  every  fide  by  high  mountains,  with 
deep  gullies  between  them  where  the  fnow  had 
lodged,  and  in  fome  places  remained  frozen, 
though  not  more  than  twenty  feet  above  the 
level  of  the  fea.  Each  fide  of  the  arm  was  well 
wooded,  but  compofed  of  fteep  rocky  fhores. 
Ha^ng  thus  fatisfied  themfeves  the  party  return¬ 
ed,  and  refted  for  the  night  in  a  fmali  cove  on 
the  continental  fliore,  three  miles  to  the  fouth- 
w\ard  of  point  Afliton.  From  hence  the  conti¬ 
nental  fliore  firfl  took  a  diredtion  S.  3 1  W.  fif¬ 
teen  miles  ;  here  it  formed  a  fmali  cove,  in  which 
is  a  frefh  water  brook  ;  from  thence  it  extended 
nearly  fouth,  twelve  miles  ;  and  having  examined 
in  their  way  a  fmali  bay  about  a  mile  wide,  and 
half  a  league  deep,  they  entered  a  narrow  open¬ 
ing  that  firfl:  took  nearly  a  fouth-wefl:  diredlion 
about  a  league,  and  then  S.  15  E.,  about  three 
miles  and  a  half  further ;  where  it  again  communi¬ 
cated  with  the  main  channel,  maki'ng  the  eaflerri 
fliore  a  fmali  ifland  about  a  league  and  a  half  long, 
wdiofe  fouth  end  was  the  appointed  rendezvous. 
In  this  neighbourhood  Mr.  Whldbey  expeded  to 
have  found  the  vefTels ;  but  being  difappointed, 
he  left  the  note  as  before  mentioned,  and  profe- 
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cuted  the  examination  of  the  continent  up  the 
arm  already  pointed  out,  which  they  entered  about 
noon.  During  their  morning’s  excurfion  they 
were  vifited  by  feven  canoes,  in  which  w^ere  about 
thirty  of  the  natives,  moft  of  w^hom  Mr.  Whid- 
bey  defcribed  to  be  little  old  men  ;  there  were 
few  young  men  amongfi:  them,  and  no  women 
nor  children.  They  brought  a  very  inferior  af- 
fbrtment  of  fea  otter  fkins  to  difpofe  ol,  and  their 
general  appearance  indicated  them  to  be  a  very 
poor  tribe  ;  they  ftayed  v/ith  our  party  about  an 
hour,  and  condudled  th^mfelves  in  a  very  orderly 
manner. 

-  At  the  fouth-eaft  point  of  entrance  into  this 
arm,  which  lies  w^eft  about  two  miles  from  the 
rendezvous  point,  and  for  two  miles  within,  the 
fea  abounded  with  fea  otters.  Thefe,  in  the  moft 
fportive  manner,  played  about  the  boats,  rearing 
themfelves  half  way  out  of  the  water,  and  holding 
up  their  young  ones  in  their  fore  paw^s,  as  if  to 
view  the  boats  as  they  paffed.  The  arm  at  this 
place  was  not  more  than  half  a  mile  wide,  with 
llraight  and  compadt  fliores  on  each  fide  ;  they 
found  its  dlredlion  N.  40  W.,  until  they  had  ad¬ 
vanced  about  tw^enty-four  miles  from  the  en-. 
trancc,  when  they  arrived  at  a  fmall  harbour,  or 
rather  cove,  on  the  eafiiern  fliore,  where  they 
paffed  a  very  rainy  and  uncomfortable  night. 

At  day-light,  in  the  morning  of  the  7  th,  fomo 
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rocks  were  found  near  the  head  of  this  cove, 
which  was  bounded  by  a  fandy  beach,  having  a 
lagoon  of  water  behind  it.'  Off  its  north- weft  point 
was  an  ifland,  from  whence  the  arm  was  found 
to  continue  the  fame  width  and  direftlon  about 
four  miles  further.  It  then  ftretched  N.  27  W. 
about  eight  miles  to  the  fouth  point  of  an  open¬ 
ing  on  the  weftern  or  continental  lliore,  about 
a  mile  wide ;  its  oppofite  point  of  entrance  lying 
north.  At  this  point  the  width  of  the  main  arm 
increafed  to  half  a  league.  Off  the  fouth  point 
lie  many  rocks,  both  above  and  beneath  the  fur- 
face  of  the  water.  The  fhores,  along  which  they 
had  thus  navigated  from  the  entrance  of  the  arm, 
wxre  mountainous  on  the  eaft  or  continental  fide, 
but,  on  the  oppofite  fide,  low  and  rocky ;  both 
produced  pine-trees,  and  were  interfperfed  with 
bare  and  naked  patches.  From  this  point  the 
opening  was  found  to  take  a  courfe  lirft  S.  37  E. 
for  four  miles,  where  it  ended  in  a  fandy  bay,  in 
which  were  fome  funken  rocks ;  from  thence  it 
extended  N.  9  W.,  fix  miles,  where  it  finally  ter¬ 
minated  in  the  ufual  manner,  with  fbme  rockv 
iflets,  and  funken  rocks,  about  half  way  up.  Im¬ 
mediately  within  its  north  point  of  entrance  lies 
a  fmall  ifland,  behind  which  is  a  deep  fandy  cove. 
From  this  northern  point  the  eaftern  fliore  took 
a  dlrecilon  N.  45  W.,  three  miles  and  an  half, 
to  a  fmall  cove,  where  they  refted  for  the  night, 
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•which,  as  well  as  the  day,  was  very  rainy  and 
unpleafant. 

Although  the  rain  ft  ill  continued,  the  party 
again  proceeded  at  four  the  next  morning  along 
the  continental  fliore,  N.  3 1  W.  ten  miles  to  the 
‘ibuth  point  of  a  bay,  about  a  mile  wide,  and  tw^o 
miles  deep,  in  a  north-eaft  diredlion,  with  many 
iflets  and  feveral  funken  rocks  about  it.  Here 
they  were  detained  by  thick  foggy  weather  until 
near  noon,  when  it  cleared  up,  and  permitted 
Air.  Whidbey  to'  obferve  the  latitude  of  the 
above  point  to  be  5  3^  5  3^  its  longitude  230® 
12|^.  Having  examined  the  bay,  they  proceeded, 
and  found  the  eaft  fhore  to  take  a  rounding  di- 
redlion  wefterly  to  a  cove,  lying  from  the  above 
bay  N.  23  W.  diftant  about  nine  miles.  Here 
they  refted  for  the  night,  which,  like  the  former, 
was  very  wet  and  uncomfortable. 

In  their  w^ay  hither  the  continental  ftiore  was 
found  to  be  lined  Vvith  innumerable  rocky  iflets 
and  rocks,  above  and  below^  the  furface  of  the 
fea  ;  nor  was  the  middle  of  the  channel  free  from 
thefe  obftrudllons,  where  was  alfo  a  clufter  of 
iflands ;  and  behind  them  an  extenfivc  opening 
on  the  oppofite  fliore  ran  to  the  S.  S.  W.  appear¬ 
ing  to  divide  the  land.  To  the  north-weft  of 
that  opening  the  fouth-weft  fhore  ftill  continued 
N.  35  W,  from  whence  the  main  arm  increafed 
its  width  to  near  half  a  league,  and  formed  a 
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channel  leading  to  the  north-weftward,  with 
land  lying  between  it  and  the  continental  fliore. 
Th  is  laft  now  took  a  direction  N.  5  W.  and 
formed  a  channel  with  the  eaftern  diore  of  the 
above  intermediate  land,  from  two  to  three  miles 
wide.  The  fouth  point  of  this  land  bore  from 
hence  N.  69  W.  diftant  three  miles.  In  the 
morning  of  the  9th,  they  bent  their  way  up  this 
channel,  paffing  along  the  continent,  and  found 
the  fhores  compofed  of  fteep  rocky  cliffs,  diffi¬ 
cult  to  land  upon,  though  but  moderately  ele¬ 
vated  ;  their  lower  parts  being  well  wooded,  but 
towards  their  fummits  rugged  and  barren  ;  here 
alfo  they  met  with  immenfe  numbers  of  fea  ot¬ 
ters  playing  about  the  boats,  which  were  fre¬ 
quently  fired  at,  but  without  effect.  ' 

Soon  after  they  had  left  the  cove,  they  found 
themfelves  oppofed  by  a  very  rapid  flream,  againft 
which  the  boats  could  fcarcely  make  any  way ; 
it  was  remarked,  that  no  part  of  this  flream  feem- 
ed  to  enter  the  paflage  which  the  boats  had  pur- 
fued,  but  was^wholly  diredled  towards,  the  above 
S.  S.  W.  opening,  that  appeared  to  divide  the 
fouth-weftern  ffiore,  and  left  little  doubt  of  that 
paffage  communicating  with  the  ocean,  as  the 
current  was  evidently  the  ebb  tide. 

Having  advanced  feven  miles  along  the  main 
land  in  the  above  direction,  they  arrived  at  a 
point  from  which  the  intermediate  land  before- 

mentioned 
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mentioned  was  clearly  perceived  to  be  a  high 
ifland,  about  feven  miles  long  ;  its  north  point 
lying  N.  77  W.  at  the  diftarice  of  three  miles 
and  a  half.  This  formed  the  fouth-weft  point 
of  a  palfage  communicating  with  a  very  extenfive 
found,  in  which  wxre  feveral  ifiands ;  betwxen 
thefe  the  open  fea  was  fuppofed  to  be  feen,  as 
the  horizon  appeared  unbounded  beyond  thofe 
iilands.  From  this  point  allb,  the  eaft  point  of 
that  paffage  bore  N.  04  W.  1|  miles  diftant. 
This  proved  to  be  the  fouth  point  of  a  high  ifland, 
where  the  party  met  with  a  flood  tide,  and  found 
the  continental  fliore  continue  in  the  fame  di- 
region  about  a  league,  when  they  fliddenly  came 
into  four  feet  water ;  and  found  themfelves  at 
the  entrance  of  a  branch  leading  to  the  north- 
eaft,  about  two  miles  wide.  To  gain  a  greater 
depth  of  water,  they  hauled  over  to  its  northern 
fhore,  paffing  many  dead  trees  that  were  lodged 
on  the  bank,  where  no  more  than  three  to  fix 
feet  water  wxre  found,  until  within  half  a  mile 
of  the  northern  iliore,  when  the  water  fuddenly 
deepened  to  feven  fathoms.  This  bank  joins  on 
to  the  fouth  point  of  entrance  into  this  branch, 
to  which  1  gave  the  name  of  Point  Lambert, 
after  commiffioncr  Lambert  of  the  navy  ;  it  is 
fituated  in  latitude  54®  3  Op,  longitude  230® 

From  it  the  fnoal  forms  a  rounding  fplt,  and  ter¬ 
minates  on  the  fouthern  lliore,  about  two  miles 

within 
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within  the  point.  They  now  proceeded  in  the 
direction  of  the  branch  N.  30  E.  with  found¬ 
ings  from  ten  to  feven  fathoms,  for  about  feven 
miles,  wdien  they  came  abreaft  of  fome  iflands  on 
the  northern  fliore,  lying  before  the  entrance  of 
a  narrow  opening  w^hich  took  a  fouth-eaft  direc¬ 
tion.  Having  paffed  this,  they  continued  in 
mid-channel  about  two  miles  further,  when  they 
came  into  two  fathoms  w^ater.  Here  Mr.  Whid- 
bey  remained  till  high  water,  which  was  45' 
after  the  moon  paffed  the  meridian,  and  then 
difpatched  Mr.  Barrie  to  the  northern  fhore> 
wEilft  he  founded  the  fouthern  fide,  towards  the 
above  iflands,  where  he  found  no  more  than 
three  fathoms  water. 

At  one  of  thefe  iflands,  which,  from  the  quan¬ 
tity  of  excellent  rafpberries  it  produced,  obtained 
the  name  of  Raspberry  Island,  Mr.  Barrie 
joined  the  party,  and  reported,  that  the  fhoal 
extended  within  a  cable’s  length  of  the  north 
fhore,  where  it  formed  a  narrow  channel  with 
the  main  land  feven  fathoms  deep.  Under  thefe 
circumftances  Mr.  Whidbey  determined  to  ftay 
at  the  ifland  until  low  w^ater,  that  a  better  judg¬ 
ment  might  be  formed  of  their  actual  fituation, 
fince,  from  the  rapidity  and  regularity  of  the 
tides,  he  began  to  fufpedl  it  to  be  a  river. 

In  the  evening  Mr.  Barrie  was  fent  tq  the 
opening  extending  to  the  fouth-eaft,  and  Mf# 
VoL.  IV.  H  Whidbey 
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Whidbey  went  to  the  above  feven  fathom  chan¬ 
nel  ;  but  found  that  it  was  too  narrow  to  be  na¬ 
vigated,  and  that  it  was  interfperfed  wdth  fand 
banks  and  funken  rocks.  On  his  return  to  Rafp- 
berry  iffand,  he  was  met  by  Mr.  Barrie,  who 
made  a  fimilar  report  of  the  opening  he  had  been 
fent  to  explore.  Mr.  Whidbey,  however,  wifh- 
ing  to  be  more  fully  fatisfied,  went  himfelf  on 
the  morning  of  the  loth  to  the  fouth-eaft  open¬ 
ing,  and  found  its  entrance  obftru6led  with  in¬ 
numerable  funken  rocks,  and  the  tide  rufhing 
down  it  in  violent  overfalls.  He  retired  to  Rafp- 
berry  ifland  for  the  purpofe  of  returning  to  take 
a  fecond  view  there  at  low  water ;  as  the  night 
tides  in  this  country  rife  in  general  much  higher, 
and  fall  much  lower  than  thofe  that  flow  in  the 
day.  This  proved  to  be  fo  much  the  cafe  in  this 
inftance,  that  they  were  enabled  to  fee,  at  low 
tide,  the  whole  fpace  of  the  branch  above  them 
from  fide  to  fide  intirely  dry,  up  to  its  very  head, 
which  was  about  four  miles  from  the  ifland  they 
were  then  upon,  encumbered  with  funken  rocks, 
and  innumerable  large  round  flones  fcattered  in 
all  direftions.  From  its  head  there  appeared  in 
this  point  of  view  three  fmall  rivulets,  that  flowed 
over  this  fliallow  fpace,  very  dangerous  for  boats 
on  account  of  the  rapidity  of  the  tide,  and  of  the 
rocks  and  ftones  that  could  fcarcely  be  avoided, 
Mr.  Whidbey  prudently  declined  wafling  any 


more 
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more  time  in  its  further  examination,  and  taking 
the  advantage  of  the  ebb  tide  that  commenced 
at  thrfee  in  the  afternoon,  he  returned,  and  di- 
refted  his  coiirfe  towards  the  entrance  into  the 
extenfive  found  he  had  feen  on  the  gth.  Dur¬ 
ing  their  late  refearchcs  in  this  branch,  which 
I  have  called  Port  Essington,  after  Captain 
Effington  of  the  navy,  the  flood  tide  was  ob- 
ferved  to  run  up  at  the  rate  of  four,  and  the  ebb 
tide  down  at  the  rate  of  five  knots  per  hour ; 
the  tides  regular  nearly  fix  hours  each  way,  and 
the  water  perfectly  frefli  at  low  tide,  though 
brackifii  at  high  water.  Many  fea  otters  were 
feen  playing  about,  and  diverting  themfelves 
amongft  the  rocks  at  all  times  of  tide.  The  fur¬ 
rounding  country  w^as  in  general  moderately  ele¬ 
vated,  particularly  its  north-wTft  fide,  where,  in 
feveral  places,  low  land  feemed  to  ftretch  to  fome 
diftance;  but  to  the  northward  and  eaftward,  the 
view  -  was  bounded  by  lofty^  barren  mountains, 
wrapped  in  perpetual  frofl:  and  fnow. 

About  five  in  the  evening,  they  reached  the 
north  point  of  the  ifland  forming  the  fouth  fide 
of  the  paifage  into  the  large  found,  nearly  four 
leagues  from  Rafpberry  iiland*  This  pafTage, 
which  is  tw  o  miles  long,  and  about  a  mile  wide 
from  ifland  to  ifland,  was  moftly  occupied  by 
fihoals  and  overfalls,  from  three  feet  to  three  fa- 
thorns,  contraaing  it  to  a  v'cry  narrow  channel 

H  2  clofe 
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clofe  on  the  fouthern  fide,  -where  the  depth  was 
fifteen  and  fixteen  fathoms  all  the  way  through 
into  the  found.  From  hence  a  view  was  gained  of 
the  fpacious  opening  before  them,  from  fix  to 
feven  miles  wide,  whofe  width  feemed  to  in- 
creafe  further  to  the  N.  W.  interfperfed,  in  inoft 
diredlions,  with  fmall  iflands,  rocky  iflets,  rocks 
and  flioals.  One  extenfive  dry  fand-bank,  in 
particular,  was  feen  lying  from  this  point,  N.  53 
W.  a  league  diftant.  The  fouth-weftern  fhore 
of  the  extenfive  arm  they  had  pafled  through 
from  Nepean’s  found,  ftlll  continued  its  laft- 
mentioned  courfe,  and  formed  the  fouth-weft 
fide  of  the  fpacious  found,  that  has  been  men¬ 
tioned  already  to  have  been  difcovered  before, 
and  named  after  the  Earl  of  Chatham.  From 
this  point  they  fleered  tow^ards  fome  iflands  that 
lie  to  the  fouth-wefl  of  the  above  fand-bank. 
The  foundings  were  irregular,  from  ten  to  three, 
and  fometimes  only  two,  fathoms  water.  At 
one  of  thefe  Iflands,  lying  from  the  point  they 
had  left,  N.  65  W.  at  the  diflance  of  four  or  five 
miles,  the  party  refled  for  the  night. 

The  next  morning  (July  ll)  as  Mr.  Whld- 
bey  was  taking  his  bearings,  he  found  the  com- 
pafs  vary  1 3°  from  his  former  obfervations.  He 
altered  its  fituation,  then  placed  it  on  a  tree,  yet 
the  fame  difference  appeared  ;  from  whence  he 
was  led  to  fufpedl,  that  fome  miftake  had  been 

made 
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made  on  the  preceding  day  ;  but,  on  reviling  his 
former  angles,  he  was  convinced  that  the  devia¬ 
tion  had  commenced  in  this,  and  not  at  any 
former  ftation ;  proving  that  the  component  parts 
of  this  ifland  are  ftrongly  impregnated  with  a 
magnetic  quality,  a  circumftance  that  had  oc¬ 
curred  in  other  inftances  during  our  former  in- 
veftigation,  but  more  particularly  in  New  Geor¬ 
gia  than  in  thefe  northern  regions. 

From  this  ifland  they  fleered  over  towards  the 
larboard  fide  of  the  found,  and  foon  pafled  the 
northern  extremity  of  the  land,  mentioned  before 
as  forming  its  fouth-weft  fide  ;  the  extreme  point 
of  which  terminates  the  N.  35  W.  dircftion  oi 
that  £hore,  and  forms  a  very  confplcuous  point, 
furrounded  on  all  fldes  wdth  many  rocks  and  iflets. 
To  this  point  I  gave  the  name  of  Point  Hunt; 
it  is  fituated  in  latitude  54°  lOi^  longitude  229° 
48'.  From  hence  the  fhorcs  of  that  land  took 
an  irregular  direction  S.  50  W.  for  feven  miles, 
to  a  point  which  I  called  Point  Pearce;  the 
intermediate  Ipace  is  bounded  by  innumerable 
mcks  and  other  impediments,  forming  at  firfl  a 
wide  channel,  with  the  land  to  the  north-weft 
of  it,  but  decreafing  at  this  point  to  about  a  mile. 
Its  neareft  oppofite  fide  bore  N.  72  W. ;  to  the 
weftward  of  this  point  the  channel  again  ex¬ 
panded,  and  the  larboard  fliore  fell  back  confl- 
derably,  forming  a  deep  bay,  in  which  were  fe- 

H  3  veral 
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veral  fmall  openings  running  to  the  fouth-eaft- 
ward.  In  a  direClion  W.  by  S.  about  three  miles 
from  point  Pearce,  Mr.  Whidbey  landed  on  the 
fouth  point  of  a  fmall  ifland;  lying  before  the 
northern  fhore  of  this  channel,  where  he  obferved 
the  latitude  to  be  54^  longitude  22g^ 
and  from  whence  he  had  a  clear  and  diftind;  view 
of  the  ocean.  The  weftern  point  of  the  north¬ 
ern  fliore  lying  N.  58  W.  and  the  weftern  point 
of  the  fouthern  or  larboard  fhore  S.  78  W.  This 
latter,  forming  a  very  confpicuous  projeding  land, 
I  named,  after  Mr.  Ibbetfon  of  the  Admiralty, 
Cape  Ibbetson  ;  it  is  fituated  in  latitude  54°  4^, 
longitude  22y°  30^,  having  between  it  and  the 
wefternmoft  land,  on  the  northern  ftiore,  a  clufter 
of  rocky  iflets  ;  exclufively  of  which,  the  channel 
out  to  fea  appeared  to  be  without  interruption, 

though,  about  the  northern  ftiore,  there  were  fe- 
1 

veral  rocks  and  iflets. 

By  this  unequivocal  view  of  the  ocean,  it  was 

pofitively  afcertained,  that  the  land  forming  the 

fouth- weft  fide  of  the  extenfive  channel  they  had 

purfued,  from  Nepean’s  found  to  point  Hunt, 

and  from  thence  to  cape  dbbetfon,  conftituted 

•  * 

either  an  archipelago  of  iflands,  or  one  ifland  up-r 
wards  of  twenty  leagues  in  length  ;  but  as  I  con- 
fidered  the  former  moft  likely  to  be  the  cafe,  I 
named  it  after  the  Right  Hon.  William  Pitt, 
Pitt  s  Archipelago.  Mr.  Whidbey  much 

wiftied 
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wlihed  to  have  returned  to  the  Ihips  along  its 
fouthern  hde  ;  but,  as  a  ftrong  S.  E.  wind  pre¬ 
vailed,  attended  with  a  good  deal  of  fea,  againft 
which  they  were  not  likely  to  make  much  pro- 
grefs  in  the  open  ocean,  and  their  flock  of  provi- 
fions  being  reduced  to  a  very  low  ftate,  Mr. 
Whidbey  abandoned  that  projed;  in  order  to  re¬ 
turn  by  the  way  he  came ;  but  hrft  went  back 
into  Chatham  found  for  the  purpofe  of  acquiring 
fome  farther  information  refpeding  it. 

On  repairing  the  channel  juft  mentioned  as 
being  a  mile  in  width,  Mr.  Whidbey  noticed  to 
the  north-eafl  of  it,  on  the  fhores  of  Pitt’s  ar¬ 
chipelago,  two  fandy  bays,  that  appeared  likely 
to  afford  good  anchorage  ;  but  having  other  ob¬ 
jects  in  view,  he  did  not  enter  them,  but  pro¬ 
ceeded  up  the  found,  where  the  afternoon  was 
employed  in  fixing  the  fituation  of  the  feveral 
iflands,  rocks,  &c.  which  it  contained.  From 
one  of  the  former,  lying  from  point  Hunt  N.  43 
W.  at  the  diftance  of  eight  miles,  a  dlftant  view 
was  again  obtained"^  of  the  ocean,  making  the 
weftern  fhore  of  the  found,  from  the  paffage  they 
had  left  leading  to  fea,  an  ifland  about  four  leagues 
long.  To  this,  after  Sir  Philip  Stephens  of  the 
Admiralty,  I  gave  the  name  of  Stephens’s 
Island.  Its  north  point  lies,  from  this  ifland, 
N.  85  W.  diflant  five  miles;  and  the  oppofite 
fide  of  this  channel  leading  out  to  fea,  N.  45  W. 

H  4  From 
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From  hence  they  vifited  another  clufter  of  iflands, 
where  the  party  refted  for  the  night,  and  which 
terminated  the  northern  extent  of  their  excurfion. 

Returning  on  the  morning  of  the  12th,  Mr. 
Whidbey  paffed  clofe  by  point  Hunt,  and  pur- 
fued  the  channel  obferved  to  ftretch  to  the  north- 
weft,  on  the  evening  of  the  8th  ;  where,  towards 
its  fouthern  part,  feveral  funken  rocks  were  found 
in  mid-channel,  and  in  pafting  through  the  cluft 
ter  of  iflands  mentioned  at  the  fame  time,  they 
found  them  to  be  furrounded  by  rocks  and  flioal 
water.  From  hence  they  loft  no  time  in  making 
the  beft  of  their  way  to  the  fhip,  through  the 
fame  channel  by  which  they  had  advanced. 

This  channel,  abo\^t  22  leagues  long,  coniT 
municating  between  Chatham’s  and  Nepean’s 
founds,  I  named,  after  the  Right  Hon.  Lord 
Grenville,  Grenyii.le’s  Channel.  . 

The  rcfult  of  this  expedition  left  no  doubt  as 
to  the  meafures  that  were  to  be  purfued.  I 
therefore,  diredted  that  the  brewing  utenfils  and 
other  matters  fhould  be  immediately  removed 
from  the  fhore,  and  the  veflels  unmoored ;  my 
intention  being  to  proceed  through  the  channel 
that  Mr.  Johnftone  had  found  leading  towards 
the  ocean,  and  from  whence  to  continue  to  the 
north -weft  ward,  through  the  paffage  formed  by 
Banks’s  ifland  to  the  fouth-weft,  and  Pitt’s  ar¬ 
chipelago  to  the  north- eaft.  This  channel  had 

already 
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already  been  navigated  by  Sen''  Caamano,  who 
had  named  it  Canal  del  Principe,  and  in  whofo 
chart  It  Is  reprefented  as  fair  and  navigable. 

Whilft  our  bufmefs  with  the  fliore  was  going 
forward,  three  canoes,  in  which  were  fome  of 
the  natives,  made  their  appearance  ;  thefe,  with 
one  canoe  feen  fome  days  before  at  a  diftance,  in 
which  were  fome  people,  were  the  only  inhabi¬ 
tants  wc  had  noticed  durina;  our  refidence  in  ISe- 
pean's  found,  One  only  of  thefe  canoes  ventured 
near  us  this  morning ;  it  contained  four  or  five 
perfons,  who  made  their  approach  wfith  the  ut- 
moft  diffidence  and  caution.  They  difpoled  of 
a  few  indifferent  fea  otter  fkins,  and  feemed,  in 
a  trifling  degree,  to  differ  in  their  perfons  from 
the  people  we  had  been  accuftomed  to  fee  ;  they 
were  not  taller,  but  they  were  ftouter,  their  faces 
more  round  and  flat,  their  hair  coarfe,  ftraight, 
black,  and  cut  ffiort  to  their  head ;  in  this  rcrr 
fpedl  they  differed  from  any  of  the  tribes  of  Is'orth 
Weft  America  wfith  whom  we  had  met,  who, 
though  in  various  fafhions,  univerfally  wore  their 
hair  long,  which  was  in  general  of  a  foft  nature, 
and  chiefly  of  a  light  or  dark  brown  colour,  feU 
dom  approaching  to  black. 

The  wind  being  light  and  variable,  kept  us 
ftationary  until  near  noon,  when,  feeming  to  be 
fettled  in  the  north-eaft  quarter,  wc  quitted  our 
anchorage.  Although'  the  fliores  here  formed 
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no  very  great  indent,  I  diftinguifhed  it  by  the 
name  of  Fisherman's  Cove,  from  oiir  fuccefs 
in  procuring  fifh,  which  in  thefe  regions  were  a 
very  fcarce  commodity.  In  this  cove  are  two 
confiderable  runs  of  frefii  water,  and  wood  may 
be  eafily  procured  in  abundance.  The  foundings 
are  from  15  to  40  fathoms  good  holding  ground, 
where  a  few  veffels  may  ride  with  great  fafety  and 
convenience. 

Whilft  we  remained  in  Fifherman’s  cove,  I 
procured  obfervatlons  fufficient  to  afcertain  its 
fituatlon,  by  which  its  latitude  v/as  found  to  be 
53°  ISi'',  its  longitude  deduced  from  fix  fets  of 
the  fun’s  altitude  and  the  chronometers,  230°  53'; 
the  variation,  by  three  different  compaffes  taken 
on  fhore,  fhewing  from  20°  29'  to  22°  18',  gave 
the  mean  refult  of  21^  1  7^eaftwardly.  Fiflier man’s 
cove  being  fituated  at  the  extremity  of  an  ifland, 
in  the  midft  of  this  very  broken  region,  it  was  im- 
poffible  to  afcertain  with  the  leaft  regularity  any 
thing  refpefting  the  tides,  as  they  w^re  fo  much 
influenced  by  the  winds  and  other  latent  caufes. 

It  was  feven  in  the  evening  before  we  had 
paffed  through  the  northern  entrance  into  Ne¬ 
pean’s  found,  when  the  wind,  which  blew  in 
very  light  airs,  being  favorable,  our  courfe  was 
diredled  flowly  up  the  Canal  del  Principe. 

The  next  morning,  Monday  the  15th,  a  light 
breeze  fpringing  up,  we  flood  to  windward,  and 
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at  noon  Banks’s  ifland  extended  from  S.  51  E.  to 
N.  70  W.,  the  latter  being  in  a  line  with  a  part 
of  the  iliores  of  Pitt’s  archipelago  ;  lb  that,  as 
yet,  we  had  not  the  pallage  to  fea  open.  At 
this  time  we  were  a-breaft  of  a  fmall  opening 
about  N.  E.  by  N.,  at  the  diftance  of  a  mile, 
apparently  the  fame  that  had  been  named  by  Mr. 
Duncan,  Port  Stephens ;  its  entrance  was  ob- 
ftrudted  by  many  rocky  illets  and  rocks,  and  it 
prefented  no  very  tempting  appearance  as  a  port. 
The  eafternmoft  land  in  fight,  on  the  northern 
fide  of  the  channel,  bore  by  compafs  S.  58  E.,  and 
the  neareft  fliore  of  Banks’s  ifland  S.  W.  by  W., 
about  a  mile  diilant ;  here  the  obferved  latitude 
was  5  3°  26T,  longitude  230^  igk  • 

In 'the  afternoon,  we  pafled  the  Port  de  Or- 
navcral ;  it  feemed  to  be  extenfive,  and  to  have 
an  entrance,  free  from  obftrudlion,  about  a  league 
and  a  half  wide.  Its  outer  points  lie  N.  35  W. 
and  S.  35  E,  from  each  other  ;  off  the  latter  lies 
a  fmall  round  ifland,  in  latitude  5  3°  2Q\  longi¬ 
tude  230°  lO^.  As  w^e  made  a  tolerable  progrefs 
in  plying,  we  continued  under  fail  until  nine  in 
the  evening  ;  when  we  anchored  in  34  fathoms, 
within  the  length  of  three  cables  from’  the  fliores 
ot  Pitt’s  archipelago,  which  confillcd  here  ot  a 
number  of  fmall  iflands  and  rocks,  lying  in  front 
of  land  more  compadl,  extending  welt  ward  from 
the  north  point  of  Port  del  Canaveral,  and  bear^ 

ing 
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ing  by  compafs  from  N.  73  W.  to  E.  by  S.  ;  each 
extreme  being  about  two  miles  diftant.  Here 
we  ihad  a  view  of  the  ocean  between  a  projecting 
point  on  the  fhores  of  Pitt’s  archipelago,  and  the 
N.  W,  point  of  Banks’s  ifland  ;  the  former  bear¬ 
ing  by  compafs  N.  80  W.,  the  latter  N.  86  W., 
and  the  neareft  oppofite  fhore  on  Banks’s  ifland 
S.  by  W.,  about  two  miles  diftant. 

The  wind  prevented  our  failing  until  Q  o’clock 
in  the  morning  of  Tuefday  the  lOth,  when  a 
patch  of  rocks  was  difcovered  that  had  not  more 
than  three  fathoms  water  over  them,  about  half 
a  cable’s  length  from  the  fliip’s  anchorage,  bear¬ 
ing  by  compafs  W.  N.  W.  By  eight  in  the 
evening  we  had  reached  nearly  tl^  weftern  ex¬ 
tent  of  this  channel,  and  finding  foundings  near 
the  eaftern  fhore  in  35  fathoms  water,  we  an¬ 
chored  for  the  night.  In  this  fituation,  the  N.  E. 
point  of  the  Canal  del  Principe  bore  by  com¬ 
pafs  N.  66  W.,  about  a  league  diftant ;  its  N.  W. 
point  S.  72  W. ;  this  latter  is  the  north  point  of 
Banks’s  ifland,  and  is  fituated  in  latitude  53®  39|h 
longitude  22Q®  47h  The  neareft  fliore  E.  N.  E, 
about  three  cables’  length  diftant. 

This  channel,  from  the  north  point  of  entrance 
into  Nepean’s  found,  to  the  north  point  of  Banks’s 
ifland,  extends  firft  in  a  direClion  N.  43  W.,  to 
the  fouth  point  of  Puerto  del  Canaveral,  and 
from  thence  to  its  N,  W,  point  N.  63  W.,  in 

all 
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all  about  fourteen  leagues.  The  fouthern  fliore 
is  nearly  ftraight  and  compafl,  without  found¬ 
ings,  the  northern  fhore  is  much  broken,  bounded 
by  many  rocks  and  iflets,  and  aifbrding  found¬ 
ings  in  feverai  places.  On  the  fouth-welt  fide 
the  acclivity  is  the  greateft,  but  both  fides  of  the 
channel  may  be  confidered  as  elevated  land,  and 
are  intirely  covered  with  pine  trees,  which  feemed 
to  be  produced  principally  from  a  foil  of  decayed 

vT^etables  in  the  chafms  of  the  rocks.  The 

.  *  ^ 

fliores  abounded  with  a  great  number  of  very  fhy 
iea  otters. 

Light  variable  wdnds,  attended  by  dark  gloomy' 
’weather,  detained  us  at  anchor  until  four  on 
the  morning  of  Thurfday  the  18th,  when  we 
weighed,  in  company  with  the  Chatham.  We 
had  a  moderate  breeze  from  the  weft  ward,  with 
cloudy  weather,  that  foon  turned  to  drizzling 
rain,  approaching  nearly  to  a  fog ;  we  continued, 
however,  to  turn  towards  the  ocean,  and  by 
eight  in  the  evening,  gained  a  good  offing  be¬ 
tween  Queen  Charlotte’s  iflands  and  the  north- 
weft  part  of  Pitt’s  archipelago,  where  we  found 
a  good  fpace  to  w-ork  in,  the  wind  blowing  N. 
N.  W.  exactly  in  the  diredtlon  we  wanted  to 
fteer.  Our  foundings,  during  the  night,  were 
between  30  and  40  fathoms  muddy  bottom ;  but 
in  the  morning  of  Friday  the  IQth,  we  pafted  over 
a  bank  of  fand  and  fhells,  on  which  there  wa» 

only 


110  A  VOYAGE  OP  DISCOVERY  [^JULYy 

only  from  twenty-three  to  twenty-five  fathoms  ; 
but  the  depth  fuddenly  increafed  on  each  fide  to 
thirty  fathoms  water,  muddy  bottom. 

The  wind  was  now  at  N.  N.  W.,  blowing  a 
frefh  gale,  Vvhth  hazy  weather,  the  land  of  Queen 
Charlotte’s  ifiands  was  in  fight,  but  the  haze  pre¬ 
vented  our  diftinguifiiing  any  of  its  eonfpieuous 
points.  At  noon,  the  north- weft  point  of  Banks’s 
illand  bore  by  compafs  S.  83  E.,  the  ifiand  of  Bo¬ 
nilla  S.  55  E.,  and  the  northernmoft  land  in  fi2;ht. 
N.  55  E.  The  latitude  obfcrved  v/as  5  3^  46'',^ 
longitude  229° 

From  this  ftatioii  we  ran  live  miles  W.  S.  W.- 
in  twenty-one  fathoms  water,  fandy  and  flielly 
bottom ;  this  I  confidered  to  be  a  continuation 
of  the  bank  we  had  croiTed  in  the  morning.  The 
wind  ftill  remaining  unfavorable,  wc  continued 
to  ply  all  night  with  foundings  from  twenty-five 
to  fifty-three  fathoms;  the  bottom  at  the  latter 
depth  black  fand  and  mud,  at  the  former  light 
brown  fand  and  fliells. 

The  next  morning,  Saturday  the  20th,  wc  had 
again  an  indiftincft  view  of  Queen  Charlotte’s 
iflands ;  but  the  wind  veering  to  the  S.  E.,  ac¬ 
companied  by  thick  mifty  weather,  they  were 
foon  again  obfcurled. 

About  4ioon,  the  wfind  frefhened  wdth  all  the 
appearance  of  an  approaching  gale,  and  rendered 
our  fituation  by  no  means  fo  pleafant  as  could 

have 
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have  been  wifhed.  By  the  tranfietit  view  we  had 
had  of  the  Ihores  to  the  north  of  us,  they  ap¬ 
peared  broken,  and  bounded  with  many  rocky 
iflets  and  rocks.  We  had  now  paffed  the  north 
point  of  Stephens’s  ifland,  which  bore  by  com- 
pafs  S.  84  E.,  at  the  diftance  of  two  leagues,  and 
were  a-breaft  of  the  opening  through  which^ 
from  Chatham’s  found,  Mr.  Whidbey  had  feen 
the  ocean  ;  but  at  too  great  a  diftance  to  dlfcern 
the  innumerable  rocky  iflets  and  rocks  that  nearly 
occupied  the  whole  paiTage  leading  out.  Thefe 
dangers,  the  gloominefs  of  the  weather,  and  the 
impending  gale  from  the  S.  E.,  combined  to  give 
this  unexplored  channel  an  appearance  fo  forlorn, 
as  fcarcely  to  admit  the  idea  of  its  being  navi¬ 
gable.  I  was  ftill  very  unwalling  to  abandon  the 
profpedl  we  now  had,  of  fpeedily  arriving  at  the 
ftatlon  to  which  our  boats  had  already  traced  the 
boundaries  of  the  continental  fliore ;  and  for  this 
reafon  I  direfted  our  courfe  towards  the  intricate 
inhofpitable  labyrinth,  lying  between  us  and  the 
point  I  w^as  fo  anxious  to  gain  ;  in  the  hope,  that 
amongft  the  numerous  iflets  and  rocks,  fome 
place  of  fecure  anchorage  might  be  found,  until 
the  weather  fhould  become  more  favorable  to  our 
views.  As  we  advanced  our  profpeefts  became 
lefs  flattering.  The  lucid  intervals  of  the  mift 
only  exhibited  our  fituation  to  be  more  intricate 
^Hd  dangerous,  by  difeovering  rocks  and  breakers 

that 
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that  had  not  been  feen  before.  In  this  painful 
fituation  of  care  and  apprehenfion,  I  experienced 
no  fmall  degree  of  relief,  by  unexpedledly  difeo- 
vering  a  whale-boat  rowing  towards  thq  fliip  ; 
we  inftantly  brought  to,  and  on  the  officer  com¬ 
ing  on  board,  1  learned  that  he  belonged  to  the 
Butter  worth  of  London,  then  at  anchor  in  a  very 
commodious  place,'  on  the  eaftern  fide  of  the 
rocky  group  before  us,  whither  he  very  civilly 
offered  toxondudl  us.  We  made  fail  immedi¬ 
ately  for  the  channel  we  had  before  been  fteer- 
ing  for,  which  w^as  the  fame  as  that  by  which 
the  Butterwxrth  had  entered  the  found,  bctw’een 
the  northernmofi  of  the  above  group  of  ifletsy 
breakers,  and  rocks,  and  a  ledge  of  funken  rocks 
to  the  north,  on  which  the  fea  broke  only  at  in¬ 
tervals.  We  reached  our  promifed  ftation  about 
fix  in  the  evening,  and  anchored  in  company 
v/ith  the  Chatham,  in  thirty-fix  fathoms  waters 
The  But  ter  worth,  Prince  Lee  Boo,  and  Jackall 
fehooner,  belonging  to  the  fame  concern,  we 
found  riding  here,  under  the  orders  of  Mr.  Brown, 
commander  of  the  Butterv/orth,  who  faluted  us 
with  feven  guns,  which  compliment  w^as  returned 
by  five. 

Soon  after  wq  had  anchored,  Mr.  Browm  vi- 
fited  the  Dlfcovery,  and  I  believe  I  may  venture 
to  aflert,  that  the  fatisfadlion  arifing  from  meet¬ 
ing  with  our  fellow  countrymen  in  fuch  diftant 

regions 
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regions  of  the  globe,  was  very  mutual  on  this 
occafion.  Mr.  Brown  informed  me,  that  he  had 
fpent  fome  time  in  this  immediate  neighbour¬ 
hood,  and  on  coming  out  of  a  harbour  that  lies 
to  the  N.N.W.of  this  ftation,  about  three  leagues 

O 

diftant,  his  fhip  had  ftruck  upon  a  rock  that 
fccmed  to  be  a  fmall  pinnacle  fituated  by  itfelf, 
as  no  foundings  w^ere  gained  near  it ;  the  fhip  re¬ 
mained  but  a  fhort  time  unon  the  rock  before  the 

X 

riling  of  the  fea  difengaged  her,  though  not 
without  knocking  oif*  her  rudder.  This  how-' 
ever  was  fortunately  recovered,  and  its  damages 
were  nearly  repaired. 

Whilft  the  Butterworth  had  remained  ftatl- 
onary,  Mr. Brown  had  been  employed  in  his  fmall 
velTels  in  various  directions,  and  to  fome  extent, 
about  this  coaft,  particularly  to  the  north- wxft- 
w^ard,  in  procuring  of  furs.  He  very  obligingly 
communicated  to  me  every  information  he  had 
been  able  to  obtain.  The  principal  circumftance 
.was  that  of  his  having  failed  up  a  large  opening, 
vvhofe  fouthern  entrance  was  in  latitude  54®  45k 

This  is  probably  the  fame  as  that  laid  down  in 
Sem  Caamano’s  chart,  named  'EJlrecho  de  Alnii-> 
rante  Fiientes,  Mr.  Browm  found  it  extend  to 
the  north-w^eftw  ard,  wdth  feveral  arms  branch¬ 
ing  from  it  in  various  dlrcClions  to  the  latitude  of 
56°  20^;  Vs  here,  in  a  fouth-wefterly  direCfion,  it 
again  communicated  wdth  the  North  Pacihc.  He 
VoL.  IV.  I  had 
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had  underftood,  from  the  natives,  that  there  was 
in  this  neighbourhood  a  very  extenfive  inland  na¬ 
vigation,  communicating  wdth  a  fea  to  the  north¬ 
ward,  that  employed  the  inhabitants  nearly  three 
months  in  reaching  its  extent,  where  they  traded 
for  whale  oil,  fea  otter  fkins,  and  other  marine 
produdllons.  This  inland  navigation  Mr.  Brown 
fuppofed  to  be  in  an  extenhve  arm,  lying  from 
hence  towards  the  N.  N.  E.  about  nine  leagues 
diftant ;  the  entrance  of  which  he  had  vifited, 
and  found  it  fpacious  and  large,  but  had  not  pe¬ 
netrated  any  diftance  into  it.  At  its  fouth-eaft 
point  of  entrance  a  fmall  branch  extended  to  the 
fouth-eaftward,  up  which  he  proceeded  with  his  . 
floop  and  fchooner  about  fix  miles,  where  they 
anchored  before  a  village  of  the  natives,  whofe 
improper  conduft  made  it  necelTary  to  fire  upon 
them  from  the  vefl'els,  which  was  attended  with 
feme  daughter. 

As  thefe  openings  were  near  the  continent,  fome 
leagues  to  the  northward  of  Mr.  Whldbey’s  late 
excurfion,  they  w^ould,  it  was  probable,  fall  under 
our  future  infped;ion ;  this  made  me  particular 
in  my  inquiries  refpeding  thofe  fhores,  about 
which  Mr.  Brown  ftated  that  there  were  many 
lurking  rocks  ;  and  as  it  was  probable  that  there 
were  others  that  had  efcaped  his  notice,  he  oblig¬ 
ingly  offered  me  one  of  his  fmall  veffels  to  pre¬ 
cede  us,  and  found  the  channel,  and  begged  I 

would 
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would  retain  her  as  long  as  I  lliould  find  it  expe¬ 
dient  ;  which  very  hind  older  I  readily  accepted. 

The  weather  became  more  temperate  the  fol¬ 
lowing  morning,  Sunday  the  21  ft,  yet  the  land 
was  fo  obfcured  by  the  haze,  that  it  was  late  in 
the  forenoon  before  we  could  get  any  tolerable 
view  of  the  furrounding  ftiores  ;  when,  the  north 
part  of  Stephens’s  ifland  bore  by  compafs  S.  20  E. 
to  S.  9  E.,  dlftant  half  a  league ;  the  north  ex¬ 
treme  of  the  rocky  group  N.  58  W.,  dlftant  three 
miles,  part  of  the  ledge  of  rocks  forming  the 
north  fide  of  the  paffage  by  which  we  had  entered 
the  found,  N.  31  W.  to  N.  20  W.,  dlftant  four 
miles  and  an  half.  This  paffage,  after  the  com¬ 
mander  of  the  Butterworth,  I  named  Brown’s 
Passage.  The  wefternmoft  part  of  the  land, 
forming  the  north  fide  of  Brown’s  paffage,  bore 
N.  52  W.  eight  miles  ;  the  eafternmoft  point  of 
the  fame  land  being  an  ifland,  N.  9  E.  feven 
miles ;  and  an  intermediate  point  of  the  fame 
fliore  N.  37  W.,  dlftant  fix  miles;  between  this 
land  and  the  above  ledge  of  rocks  are  other  rocks, 
and  two  iflets  ;  the  north ernmoft  part  of  the  eaft 
fide  of  the  found  in  fight  N.  1  3  E.  ;  a  group  of 
iflands  from  N.  35  E.  to  N.  40  E.  ;  a  faddle 
ifland  from  N.  74  E.  to  N.  77  E. ;  another  group 
from  N.  80.  E.  to  N.  84  E.  ;  point  Hunt,  S.  75 
E.  ;  dlftant  fourteen  miles ;  and  the  ftation  to 
which  Mr.  Whidbe^  had  traced  the  continental 

I  2  boundary^ 
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boundary,  being  a  fmall  projefting  point  with  an 
ifland  to  the  fouth  of  it,  N.  28  E.  eleven  miles 
diftant. 

Having  thus  gained  a  very  competent  view  of 
the  furrounding  region  in  all  diredlions,  Mr. 
Whidbey  was  difpatched  in  the  large  cutter,  to 
recommence  his  examination  of  the  continental 
fliore  towards  the  above  N.  N.  E. opening.  In  this 
purfuit  I  purpofed  to  follow  him  with  the  veilels. 
About  eleven,  in  company  with  the  Chatham, 
and  the  floop  Prince  Lee  Boo  founding  a- head, 
we  again  departed  ;  on  this  occafion  the  Butter- 
worth  fainted  us  on  our  arrival,  which  was  re¬ 
turned  in  the  fame  manner. 

The  anchorage  we  had  quitted,  fituated  in  la¬ 
titude  54°  18^  longitude  229°  28^,  is  on  the  eaft- 
ern  fide  of  a  range  of  innumerable  rocky  illcts  and 
rocks,  extending  from  the  north  fide  of  Stephens’s 
ifland  N.  30  W.,  about  a  league  and  a  half,  and 
occupying  a  fpace  of  about  two  miles  in  width. 
To  the  weftward  of  this  group,  at  the  dlftance  of 
two  or  three  miles,  lies  alow  detached  rock  with 
fome  breakers  near  it ;  there  are  other  lurking 
rocks,  lying  about  the  fame  diftance  from  the 
wxfi:  fide  of  Stephens’s  ifland. 

As  the  day  advanced  the  wxather  became  ferene 
and  pleafant;  and  as  the  wdnd  was  favorable,  w  c 
made  a  very  good  progrefs  along  the  eaftera 
(bores  of  the  found.  Thefe  wxre  low,  and  fome- 

what 
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what  indented  with  fmall  bays,  but  w^ere  bounded 
by  a  reef  of  rocks  at  the  diftance  of  a  quarter  of 
a  mile  from  the  fliore.  The  more  interior  coun¬ 
try  was  compofed  of  a  lofty  range  of  mountains 
covered  with  perpetual  fnow.  Thefe,  as  well  as 
the  iflands  of  the  found,  produced  a  great  number 
of  pine  trees,  though  apparently  of  no  great  fize. 
In  the  evening  we  paffed  tw^o  clufters  of  low 
rocks,  with  fome  breakers  about  them  to  the  weft 
of  us,  as  alfo  the  north  point  of  the  ifland  forming 
the  weft  fide  of  Chatham’s  found  to  the  north¬ 
ward  of  Brown’s  palTage.  This  ifland,  in  a  di- 
reCdon  N.  20  W.,  is  fifteen  miles  long,  and  five 
miles  broad  from  eaft  to  weft.  To  this  ifland  I 
gave  the  name  of  Dundas’s  Island,  after  the 
Right  Honorable  Henry  Dundas. 

To  the  north  of  this  ifland  w^e  had  a  diftindl 
view  ot  the  ocean  to  the  weflward,  through  a 
fpacious  channel  that  appeared  free  from  inter¬ 
ruption  ;  and  by  fun-fet  we  entered  the  arm,  up 
which  wc  expedted  to  find  this  extenfive  Inland 
navigation.  To  its  fouth-eaft  point  of  entrance 
I  gave  the  name  of  Point  Maskelyne,  after 
the  aftronomer  royal ;  it  Is  fituated  in  latitude 
24°  42V,  and  longitude  22Q'’  45^,  and  off  it  He 
two  rocky  iflets,  and  to  the  fouth  of  it  a  fmall 
ifland  clofe  to  the  fliore. 

The  apparent  extent  of  this  Inlet  did  not  an- 
fvver  my  expedtations,  from  the  defeription  that 

I  3  had 
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had  been  given  of  it.  Its  entrance  is  not  more 
than  two  miles  and  a  half  acrofs,  and  this,  at  the 
diftance  of  a  few  miles,  feemed  to  be  materially 
contrafted.  If  this  be  the  fame  branch  deferibed 
by  the  natives,  which  is  much  to  be  queftioned, 
efpecially  as  fome  of  Mr.  Brown’s  gentlemen 
confidered  the  opening  meant  by  thofe  people  to 
be  further  to  the  weftward,  it  is  called  by  them 
Ewen  Nq/s.  The  word  Ewen  we  underftood  to 
lignify  great,  or  powerful ;  as,  Ewen  Srnoket,  a 
great  chief ;  but  the  word  Najs  was  completely 
unknown  to  Mr.  Brovv'n,  and  all  of  his  party. 

The  divided  country  we  had  now  examined, 
from  the  forty-feventh  degree  of  north  latitude 
to  this  ftation,  and  the  information  derived  from 
Mr.  Brown,  rendered  it  highly  probable  that  the 
continental  iliore  ftill  continued  to  have  extenfive 
iflands  lying  between  it  and  the  ocean,  to  a  very 
confiderable  diftance  further  north. 

The  length  of  time  which,  as  Mr.  Brown  un» 
derftood,  occupied  thefe  people  in  making  fo  dif- 
tant  a  journey,  may  be  accounted  for  by  their 
tardy  mode  of  travelling  through  each  others  do¬ 
minions,  or  in  palling  through  the  various  wind¬ 
ings  and  crooked  ftiallow  channels,  many  of 
which,  though  fufficient  for  their  canoes,  were 
very  probably  unfit  for  the  navigation  of  ftiipping. 
I  have  ever  found  it  extremely  hard,  almoft  im- 
poffible,  indeed 3  to  make  the  inhabitants  of  thefe 

remote 
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remote  parts,  and  even  the  Sandwich  iflanders, 
with  whofe  language  we  are  much  better  ac¬ 
quainted,  comprehend  the  kind  of  paffage  that  is 
required  for  fliips  to  pafs  through,  or  the  kind  of 
port  or  opening  in  the  land  that  is  capable  of  af¬ 
fording  them  fafe  and  convenient  fhelter.  In  ad¬ 
dition  to  which  difficulty  felfifh  or  finifter  views 
too  frequently  regulate  them,  in  the  Information 
they  communicate.  Be  this  as  it  may,  it  was 
our  buiinefs  now  to  determine  the  queftion,  and 
embracing  the  favorable  opportunity  of  a  fair 
wind,  we  fleered  up  the  inlet,  and  were  joined 
by  Mr.  Whidbey  in  the  cutter,  who  had  traced 
the  continental  fhore  to  point  Malkelyne  ;  where, 
on  its  becoming  broken,  he  had  defifled  from  any 
further  examination  until  a  future  opportunity. 

From  point  Maikelyne,  the  two  cluflers  of  low  . 
rocks  and  breakers  before  noticed,  lie,  the  north- 
ernmofl  S.  28  W.  eight  miles,  and  the  fouthern- 
moft  S.  33  W.  diflant  ten  miles  and  a  half; 
thefe,  in  the  day  time,  and  in  clear  weather,  are 
cafily  avoided,  as  there  are  always  fome  of  them 
above  the  furface  of  the  water;  but  in  dark 
nights,  or  foggy  weather,  they  mufl  render  the 
navigation  of  the  found  very  dangerous.  After 
paffing  between  the  northern  clufler  of  thefe 
rocks,  and  the  continental  fliore,  with  which 
they  form  a  channel  about  a  mile  in  wddth,  we 
had  about  that  diflance  from  the  main  land, 
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foundings  at  the  depth  of  45,  55,  30,  IQ,  12,  and 
8  fathoms,  foft  bottom  ;  the  latter  about  half  a 
mile  from  point  Malkelyne.  No  bottom  was 
however  gained,  after  paffing  that  point  with  Go 
and  70  fathoms  of  line,  until  ten  at  night,  when 
the  Prince  lee  Boo  having  reached  the  contradled 
part  of  the  inlet,  made  the  fignal  for  having  found¬ 
ings  and  anchorage.  We  arrived  at  this  ftation 
about  eleven,  and  anchored  in  35  fathoms  w^ater, 
foft  bottom,  after  paffing  two  openings  on  the 
eaftern  lliore,  befides  that  immediately  round 
point  Mafkelyne,  where  Mr.  Brown  had  had  his 
difpute  with  the  natives. 

We  found  our  ftation  the  next  morning,  Mon¬ 
day  the  22d,  to  be  olf  the  north-weft  part  of  an 
ifland  lying  near  the  eaftern  fhore,  and  further  up 
the  inlet  than  thofe  in  the  floop  had  yet  been ; 
no  information  from  them  could  therefore  be  any 
longer  of  ufe,  .though  a  continuation  of  their  fer- 
vices  vrould  have  been  very  acceptable.  This 
made  me^jegret,  that  wc  had  not  one  or  two  vef- 
fels  of  thirty 'or  forty  tons  burthen,  calculated  as 
well  for  ^  Ipwing  as  for  failing,  to  affift  us  in  tins 
intricatef inveftigation,  by  which  means  much 
difpatch  w^ould  have  been  given  to  our  furvey, 
and  our  labours  would  have  been  carried  on  with 
much  lefs  danger  and  hardffiip  than  w^e  had  con- 
ftantly  endured. 

I  intended  to  proceed  up  this  inlet,  until  I 
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fhould  fee  fufRcient  employment  for  two  boat 
parties,  which  1  w^as  convinced  the  furronnding 
region  wmuld  foon  afford  ;  and  alfo  to  feek  a  con¬ 
venient  fituation  w^here  the  veflels  might  remain; 
and  w^hilft  this  fervice  w^as  executing,  to  embrace 
the  opportunity  for  making  fuch  aftronomical 
obfcrvations  as  might  be  procured,  and  which 
were  become  neceflary  for  correcting  our  furvey, 
and  afcertaining  with  precifion  the  fituation  of 
the  feveral  parts  of  the  broken  region,  through 
w^hich  wx  had  paflTed  in  the  veficis  and  in  the 
boats  from  Reftoration  cove  to  this  inlet.  Pur- 
fuant  to  this  determination  we  weighed  about 
feven  in  the  morning,  and  the  Prince  le  Boo  re¬ 
turned  to  the  Butter  worth. 

At  our  anchorage,  lying  from  point  Mafkelyne 
N.  24  E.,  diftant  fix  miles,  the  w  idth  of  the  inlet 
was  fcarcely  half  a  league.  On  the  weftern  iliore 
a  fmall  opening  appeared  to  branch  off  in  different 
directions.  North  of  the  ifland  the  breadth  of 
the  inlet  increafed  again  to  about  two  or  three 
miles,  trending  N.  3Q  E.  In  purfuing  this  line 
about  four  miles,  we  palTed  the  fouth  point  of  an 
opening  on  the  eaftern  fliorc  two  miles  wdde,  ap¬ 
pearing  to  divide  itfelf  Into  feveral  arms  ;  but  the 
wxftern  fliore  feemed  to  be  compaCl,  from  the 
opening  oppofitc  the  anchorage,  until  wc  arrived 
abreaft  of  an  opening,  about  two  miles  wide  at 
its  entrance,  on  the  weftern  fnore,  fccmingly  di¬ 
vided 
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vided  into  two  or  three  branches,  taking  a  direc¬ 
tion  about  N.  1 8  W.  The  obferved  latitude  at 
this  time  was  54^  58^  longitude  230^  3'.  The 
branch  of  the  inlet  we  were  now  navigating  was 
not  of  greater  width,  nor  did  it  appear  likely  to 
become  more  extenfive,  than  that  to  the  weft- 
ward  of  us  juft  difcovered.  This  made  it  uncer¬ 
tain  which  to  confider  as  the  main  branch.  Four 
other  openings  had  been  pafled  on  the  eafterii 
fhore,  whofe  extent  had  not  yet  been  afcertain- 
cd ;  and  although  I  was  much  inclined  to  follow 
the  north-wefterly  branch,  yet  I  was  apprehen- 
five,  that  by  fo  doing  we  might  be  led  too  far 
from  the  continent,  and  by  that  means  caufe  ad¬ 
ditional  labour  and  lofs  of  time.  Our  route  was, 
for  this  feafon,  continued  to  the  N.  N.  E.,  and 
another  divifion  of  the  inlet  ftretching  to  the  eaft- 
ward  was  foon  difcovered. 

In  the  event  of  a  convenient  fituatlon  being 
found  In  this  branch,  I  intended  to  ftop  the  vef- 
fels  there,  and  made  the  Chatham’s  fignal,  who 
had  preceded  us  during  the  forenoon,  to  fteer  for 
the  eaftern  opening,  and  fnortened  fail  for  the 
purpofe  of  fending  a  boat  before  us  to  found. 
Whilft  we  lay  to  wait  the  boat’s  return,  a  few^  of 
the  natives  vifited  the  fhip  in  five  or  fix  canoes ; 
they  brought  little  to  dlfpofe  of,  yet  appeared  to 
be  anxious  that  we  fliould  remain  in  their  neigh¬ 
bourhood  Several  inquiries  were  made  for  Ezvcm 
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Nafs,  but  thefe  people  feemed  to  be  totally  igno¬ 
rant  of  the  phrafe,  until  It  had  been  repeated  fe- 
veral  times,  and  we  had  pointed  in  various  direc¬ 
tions  ;  upon  which,  fome  of  them  repeated  the 
words,  and  imitated  our  motions,  giving  fbme 
amongft  us  reafon  to  imagine,  that  they  meant 
that  Ewen  Nafs  was  up  this  identical  branch  of 
the  inlet ;  though  in  all  other  refpedls  we  re¬ 
mained  totally  Ignorant  of  their  language. 

The  appearance  and  dired:lon  of  this  opening, 
however,  by  no  means  favored  the  opinion,  that 
it  was  an  extenfive  channel  communicating  with 
the  ocean  to  the  north.  The  Vv^atcr  that  flowed 
from  it  remained,  without  mixing,  on  the  furface 
of  the  water  of  the  inlet.  The  upper  water  w^as 
nearly  frefli,  of  a  llghtifli  colour,  interfperfcd  wutli 
thick  muddy  flieets,  indicating  it  to  have  flowed 
from  a  fmall  river  whofe  fource  was  not  very  re¬ 
mote. 

At  three  o’clock  the  cutter  returned,  with  a 
very  unfavorable  account  of  the  place  fo  far  as 
their  examination  had  gone  ;  efpecially  on  the 
northern  fide  of  the  opening,  from  whence  a 
ihallow  flat  extended  fome  difiance,  on  which 
there  w^as  not  more  than  from  one  to  three  fa¬ 
thoms  water.  The  latter  depth  iuddenly  in- 
creafed  to  30,  and,  at  the  dillance  of  a  cable’s 
length  from  the  edge  of  the  bank,  to  50  and  Oa 
fathoms.  This  iliallow  flat  made  the  commu¬ 
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nication  with  the  fliore  very  unpleafant,  and  ap¬ 
peared  to  be  continued  all  round.  To  thofe  in 
the  cutter  the  opening  feemed  to  be  nothing  more 
than  a  deep  bay  with  very  lliallow’  w  ater,  except¬ 
ing  in  its  north-eaft  part,  w^here  a  branch  Irom 
v/hich  the  muddy  water  flowed,  feemed  to  extend 
into  the  country.  Acrofs  this  branch  they  had 
alfo  founded,  and  found  fhallow  w^atcr.  As  it  did 
not,  from  this  report,  fecm  likely  to  anfwer  our 
purpofe,  w^e  proceeded  round  its  north  point  of 
entrance,  and  again  made  fail  up  the  inlet,  wTich, 
beyond  this  bay,  v;as  in  general  about  half  a  league 
wide.  The  fliores  on  both  fides  were  nearly 
ftraight  and  compadt  ;  in  this  purfuit  our  progrcfs 
was  greatly  retarded  by  a  counter  tide,  or  under 
tow,  and  notvvithftanding  that  we  had  a  frefh 
gale  from  the  fouth-eaft,  the  ftrength  of  this  re¬ 
pelling  current  was  fuch,  that  the  wind  had  no 
influence  whatever,  thou2:h  in  other  fituations  the 
veffel  with  fuch  a  gale  w^ould  have  gone  five  or 
fix  knots  per  hour.  On  this  occafion  the  fliip 
became  totally  unmana2;eable :  the  w'ind  was 
fometimes  a-hcad,  at  others  a  ftern,  a-broadfide, 
and  in  everj^  other  direcfion  ;  and  w^e  w^erc  drift¬ 
ing  from  fide  to  fide  in  the  moft  unplcafant  fitua- 
tioii  imaginable  for  two  hours  and  a  half,  wdien 
the  force  of  the  wdnd  prevailing,  w-e  advanced 
flowly  up  the  inlet  until  about  eleven  at  night. 
Tlie  dlfta  ncc  of  its  fliorcs  had  nowuigain  incrcafcd, 
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and  the  country  became  lefs  elevated.  A  fmall 
cove  was  difcovered  on  the  eaftern  fliore,  where 
we  anchored  in  30  fathoms  water. 

This  place,  however,  not  appearing  likely  to 
fiilt  our  purpofe,  Mr.  Whidbey  w-as  difpatched 
early  the  next  morning  in  quelt  of  a  more  con¬ 
venient  fituation,  which  the  adjacent  fliores  pro- 
mifed  to  afford,  particularly  In  the  northern  quar¬ 
ter,  where  the  land  w^as  moderately  elevated,  and 
feemed  to  be  much  broken.  The  interior  coun¬ 
try  was,  however,  ftill  compofed  of  lofty,  barren, 
and  fnowy  mountains. 

In  the  forenoon  Mr.  Whidbey  returned,  hav¬ 
ing  examined  two  or  three  coves,  of  which  the 
moft  eligible  appeared  to  be  one  that  we  had 
paffed  in  the  dark  the  preceding  evening  on  the 
weiiern  fliore,  not  more  than  a  mile  from  our 
adiual  ftation.  This  afforded  good  anchorage, 
with  every  other  convenience  that  we  required. 
Having  a  moderate  breeze  from  the  fouthw’ard, 
wc  loft  no  time  In  proceeding  thither,  where  w^e 
anchored  In  31  and  35  fathoms  water,  muddy  and 
fmall-ftony  bottom.  The  points  of  the  cove 
bore  by  compafs  N.  N.  E.  and  S.  by  E.,  the 
ncareft  ftiore  W.  by  S.,  about  a  cable  and  a  half 
diftant,  and  the  oppofitc  fnore  of  the  inlet  E.  N, 
E.,  one  mile  diftant. 

On  going  on  ftiore,  wc  found  a  fmall  canoe 

with 
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with  three  of  the  natives/ who  w^ere  employed  in 
taking  falmon,  wdiich  were  in  great  abundance, 
up  a  very  fine  run  of  frefh  water  that  flowed  into 
the  cove.  Some  of  thefe  fifh  were  purchafed 
wdth  looking  glafles  and  other  trinkets.  They 
were  fmall,  infipid,  of  a  very  inferior  kind,  and 
partaking  in  no  degree  of  the  flavor  of  European 
falmon. 

In  the  afternoon,  the  tents,  obfervatory,  chro¬ 
nometers,  and  inftru merits,  were  fent  on  fhore, 
under  the  dlreftlons  of  Mr.  Whidbey ;  and  Mr. 
Johnfiione  in  the  Chatham’s  cutter,  accompanied 
by  Mr.  Barrie  in  the  Difeovery’s  fmall  cutter,  and 
fupplied  with  ten  days  provifions,  departed  for 
the  purpofe  of  recommencing  the  furvey  of  the 
continental  fhore,  northw^ard  from  point  Mafke- 
lyne. 

The  account  I  had  received  of  this  famous 
inlet  from  Mr.  Browm,  inducing  me  to  undertake 
the  principal  examination  of  it  myfelf,  the  Dif¬ 
eovery’s  yawl  and  launch  were  equipped  wdth 
fupplies  for  a  fortnight,  being  as  much  as  they 
could  poffibly  flow  ;  Lieutenant  Swaine  was  di¬ 
rected  to  attend  me  in  the  latter,  and  Mr.  Puget, 
with  Mr.  Menzies,  accompanied  me  in  theyawd. 
The  appearance  of  the  country,  on  the  w^eftern 
fide  of  this  inlet,  left  me  little  doubt  of  its  being 
the  continent ;  and  we  departed  in  full  'expecta¬ 
tion. 
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tion,  that^  during  this  excurfion,  we  fhould  finally 
determine  the  reality  of  the  difcoverles  attributed 
to  the  labours  of  Admiral  de  Fonte. 

With  Mr.  Whidbey  I  left  the  charge  of  the 
obfervatory,  with  orders  to  make  all  neceflary 
obfervatlons  for  correfting  the  errors,  and  afcer- 
taining  the  rate  of  the  chronometers ;  and  the 
more  completely  to  effed:  the  former,  I  defired 
that  Mr.  Baker,  and  fome  others  of  the  gentle¬ 
men,  would  affift  in  making  as  many  obfervations 
as  the  circumftances  would  admit  of,  for  deter¬ 
mining  the  true  pofition  of  the  fcation  we  had 
taken. 
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CHAPTER  V. 

j4h  exie7ijive  Boat  Excurjton — Party  attached  hy 
the  Natives — jyironoinlcal  and  Nautical  Obfer- 
vations. 

ATTERS  being  all  adj lifted  and  arranged, 
we  departed  at  five  o’clock  on  Wednefday 
morning  the  2  Uh,  in  thick,  rainy,  unfavorable 
weather,  which  continued  until  the  forenoon, 
when  it  became  fair  and  pleafant.  Our  courfe 
W’as  firfl:  diredted  along  the  eaftern  lliore,  which, 
from  our  anchorage  on  the  night  of  the  22d, 
took  a  diredtion  N*  14  E.  for  fix  miles.  We 
palled  an  iiland  to  the  weft  of  us,  tw^o  miles  long 
and  half  a  mile  broad,  lying  nearly  in  the  fame 
diredlion,  about  three  fourths  of  a  mile  from  tlie 
eaftern  fhore  ;  and  having  reached  this  extent, 
we  entered  a  narrow  arm,  leaving  to  the  weft  a 
coaft  apparently  much  broken,  and  divided  by 
w^ater. 

As  we  rapidly  advanced  up  this  arm,  wdth  a 
foutherly  wind,  and  a  flood  tide  in  our  favor,  its 
width  Increafcd  to  about  a  mile,  and  taking  a 
v/inding  courfe  to  the  E.  N.  E.  it  was  termi¬ 
nated  by  a  low"  border  of  land,  in  latitude  55"  20^, 
longitude  230"  30''. 

O 


w« 


1703.]  ROUND  THE  WORLD.  12^ 

We  flopped  to  dine  about  a  mile  fliort  of  the 
low  border  of  land^  which  compofed  the  head  of 
the  arm.  Here  we  were  vifited  by  feven  of  the 
natives,  who  approached  us  in  a  canoe  with 
much  caution,  and  landed  fome  of  their  party 
at  a  little  diflance,  whiifl  the  others  advanced, 
feemingly  with  no  fmall  fufpicion  of  our  friendly 
intentions ;  this,  however,  was  foon  removed  by 
the  diflribution  of  fome  trivial  prefents  amongfl 
them  ;  and  their  reception  being  made  known  to 
their  companions  who  had  landed,  thefe  without 
the  leall  hefitation  joined  our  party  alfo.  They 
were  well  prepared  with  arms,  confifling  of  long 
fpears,  bows  and  arrows,  together  with  an  iron 
dagger,  that  each  man  w^ore  about  his  neck  or 
wrifl.  The  chief  of  this  party  was  foon  pointed 
out,  w^ho,  by  means  of  figns  eafily  undefflood> 
delired  to  partake  of  our  repafl.  He  was  given 
fome  bread  and  dried  fifli,  and  afterwards  a  glafl 
of  brandy,  all  which  were  much  reliflied  by  him- 
felf,  and  two  or  three  ot  his  friends.  Thefl 
people  differed  very  little  from  the  generality  of 
the  circumjacent  natives,  and  rather  feemed  to 
be  an  exception  to  the  trivial  differences  pointed 
out  in  thofe  few  inhabitants  who  vifited  us  in 
Fiflimonger’s  cove.  Their  language  appeared  to 
be  fimilar  in  fome  refpedls  to  that  fpoken  at 
Queen  Charlotte’s  iflands,  at  leafl  a  few  com¬ 
mon-place  expreffions  of  that  language  were  un- 
VoL.  IV.  K  derftood 
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derftood  by  thefe  people.  They  made  ufe  of 
thefe,  with  many  figns,  to  foliclt  us  to  vifit  their 
habitations,  pointing  out  their  fituation  to  be  on 
the  low  land^  at  the  head  of  the  arm  ;  but  as^  it 
was  out  of  our  route,  we  declined  their  invita¬ 
tions,  and,  with  a  favorable  ebb  tide,  returned 
towards  the  entrance  of  the  arm,  being  accom¬ 
panied  by  thefe  our  new  acquaintances,  wTo 
were  foon  joined  by  another  party  from  the  vil¬ 
lage  in  a  fmaller  canoe.  On  finding,  however, 
that  we  did  not  return  for  the  purpofe  of  trading, 
they  all  retired  to  the  village. 

About  eight  in  the  evening  we  reached  the 
entrance  of  this  arm,  where  we  took  up  our 
abode  for  the  night.  The  land  of  the  fhores 
which  we  had  thus  traced,  was,  comparatively 
fpeaking,  low,  yet  the  interior  country  rofe  fud- 
denly,  and  terminated  our  view’  by  a  range  of 
high  barren  mountains,  moftly  covered  with 
fnow.  The  foil  of  the  lower  parts  near  the  ihores, 
is  chiefly  compofed  of  a  light  molTy  fubftance, 
formed  by  the  decay  of  trees  and  other  vegetable 
produftions,  lying  on  an  uneven  rocky  fubftance, 
which  is  the  general  foundation  of  this  country, 
and  of  all  the  coaft  we  had  yet  feen  this  feafon. 

At  four  o’clock  the  next  morning,  Thurfday 
the  25  th,  we  proceeded  again,  with  thick  cloudy 
weather,  attended  wdth  fome  flying  flrowers  of 
rain.  Our  courfe  was  dircdlcd  up  the  branch 

.  .  that 
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that  appeared  to  be  the  main  arm  of  the  inlet, 
through  a  narrow  paffage,  occafioned  by  an  illand 
lying  in  mid-channel,  about  a  league  long,  and 
three  quarters  of  a  mile  broad,  and  having  near 
it  fome  rocks  and  breakers,  like  that  we  paffed 
the  preceding  day.  From  the  weft  point  of  the 
arm  we  had  quitted,  that  which  we  were  now 
purfuing  extended  N.  20  W.  nearly  ftraight, 
about  ten  miles ;  where,  as  ufual,  it  was  termi¬ 
nated  by  low  fwampy  ground ;  and  in  latitude 
55°  32^  longitude  230°  lO^.  Our  expectations 
of  difcovering  the  extenfive  inland  navigation, 
diftinguifhed  by  the  name  of  Ewen-Najs,  were 
here  a  little  difappointed ;  ftill,  however,  we  en¬ 
tertained  hopes  of  fucceeding,  by  the  appearance 
of  the  low  land  on  the  weftern  fhore ;  and  we 
returned  in  the  afternoon  to  profecute  its  exami¬ 
nation.  It  was  found  to  be  a  compaCl  fhore, 
mmch  indented  with  fmall  bays  and  coves,  and 
abounding  in  fome  places  with  funken  rocks.  In 
the  fouth-wefternmoft  of  thefe  coves,  which  is 
the  deepeft,  we  halted  for  the  night ;  and  al¬ 
though  a  fituation  for  our  tents  was  fixed  upon 
amongft  the  pine-trees,  at  leaft  twenty  feet  above 
the  furface  of  the  water  at  our  landing,  and  as 
we  thought  fufficiently  without  the  reach  of  the 
tide,  yet,  about  two  in  the  morning  of  Friday 
the  20th,  it  flowed  into  the  tents,  and  we  were 
obliged  to  retire  to  our  boats^  'At  day-light  we 

K  2  purfued 
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purfued  the  weftern  llibre  of  the  inlet,  tow^ards 
•  the  fhips,  whete  wc  arrived  about  noon. 

I  liow'  entertained  no  doubt  of  this  being  the 
continental  fhofe  ;  and  it  was  equally  evident  to 
tne,  that  it  extended  itfelf  far  up  that  branch 
which  we  had  pafled  in  the  afternoon  of  the  22d, 
leading  to  the  N.  N.  W.  Having  therefore  dc* 
termined  to  profecute  my  refearches  in  that  quar¬ 
ter,  our  ftock  of  provifions  was  recruited  ;  and, 
after  dining  on  board,  we  recommenced  our  ex¬ 
amination  along  the  weftern  fliore  of  the  inlet, 
and  refted  for  the  night  in  a  fmall  cove,  about 
twelve  miles  to  the  fouthw  ard  of  the  fhips.  'I  he 
afternoon  and  night  were  very  rainy  and  unplea- 
fant,  but  early  the  next  morning,  Saturday  the 
27th,  we  fet  out,  with  fair  weather,  and  having 
a  rapid  tide  in  our  favor,  foon  reached  the  eaft 
point  bf  entrance  into  the  N.  N.  W.  branch  ; 
which,  after  Mr.  Ramfden,  the  optician,  I  called 
PoiKT  Ramsden,  lying  in  latitude  54°  5Q^  lon¬ 
gitude  230“  2f^.  Off  this  point  are  fome  dan¬ 
gerous  rocks,  that  are  vifible  only  at  low  tide  ; 
from  hence  we  dlredled  our  courfe  N.  W.  three 
miles  to  a  low  point  on  the  larboard  fliore,  where 
we  found  this  arm  to  communicate  with  another. 

It. 

leading  in  a  S.  W.  and  N.  N.  E.  diredtion,  and 
being  in  general  about  half  a  league  in  width. 
After  breakfaft,  we  purfued  the  latter  diredfion, 
and  fleered  for  the  eaftern  or  cc>ntlncntal  fliore. 

This 
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This  extends  nrft  from  point  Pvamfdcn  N,  2i 
fix  miles,  and  takes  a  N.  N.  E.  courfe. 

As  we  advanced,  we  were  joined  bj  a  party  of 
fifteen  natives  in  two  canoes.  A  fmoke  had  be^- 
fore  been  obferved  amongil;  the  trees  on  the  eaft- 
ern  fiiore,  but  we  then  faw  no  appearance  of  any 
habitations.  Thefe  people  approached  us  with^ 
out  much  hefitation,  and  in  their  countenances 
was  exprclfed  a  degree  of  favage  ferocity  infinitely 
furpaffing  any  thing  of  the  fort  I  had  before  ob¬ 
ferved  in  the  various  tribes  that  had  fallen  under 
my  notice.  Many  of  thofe  we  had  before  feen 
had  their  faces  painted  in  various  modes  ;  but 
thefe  had  contrived  fo  to  difpofe  of  the  red, 
white,  and  black,  as  to  render  the  natural  ugli- 
nefs  of  their  countenances  more  horribly  hideous. 

'  This  frightful  appearance  did  not  feem  to  be  a 
new  fafhion  among  them,  but  to  have  been  long 
adopted  by  their  naturally  ferocious  difpofitions, 
and  was  correfpondent  to  the  ftern  and  favage 
deportment  they  took  fo  much  pains  to  exhibit. 

I  offered  them  fuch  prefents  as  we  had  been  ac- 
cuftomed  to  make  on  fimilar  occafions,  but  they 
were  rejedlcd  by  fome  with  difdaln,  whilft  the 
few  who  deigned  to  accept  any  thing,  received 
our  gifts  with  a  ftern  and  cool  indifference. 
Amongft  the  party  was  a  woman  who  w^as  ad-r 
ditionally  disfigured  by  one  of  thofe  extraordinary 
lip  ornaments ;  this  did  not  a  little  augment  her 

K  3  froward 
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iroward,  flirewifh  afpeft.  I  offered  her  a  look¬ 
ing  glafs,  with  fome  trinkets,  but,  at  the  inftance 
of  the  moft  favage  fellow  of  the  party,  flie  con- 
temptuoully  rejected  them.  This  Indian  then 
arranged  his  fpears,  about  fix  or  eight  in  number, 
and  placed  them  with  their  points  juft  over  the 
bow  of  the  canoe,  near  where  he  fat ;  he  alfo 
laid  near  him  his  bow  with  fome  arrows  ;  then 
put  on  his  war  garment,  and  drew  his  dagger. 
Some  in  the  other  canoe  made  fimilar  prepara¬ 
tions,  either  to  menace  an  attack,  or,  what  feem- 
ed  to  us  more  likely,  to  convince  us  they  were 
upon  their  guard  againft  any  violence  we  might 
be  inclined  to  offer  them. 

At  this  time  we  were  confiderably  a-head  of  the 
other  boat ;  and  as  it  was  ncceflary  that  we  fhould 
ftiortly  land  on  the  point  from  whence  the  con¬ 
tinent  takes  its  N.  N.  E.  direftion,  for  the  pur^ 
pofe  of  taking  angles,  we  waited  for  the  launch 
to  come  up ;  and  during  this  interval,  we  ufed 
our  endeavours  to  gain  the  confidence,  and,  if 
poffible,  to  conciliate  the  good  opinion  of  our  vi- 
fitors.  But  all  was  to  no  effeft  ;  they  refufed  to 
accept  any  more  prefents,  whllft  thofe  who  had 
condefeended  to  receive  any,  made  figns  that  we 
fhould  go  to  their  place  of  abode,  which  we  had 
by  this  time  paffed  ;  and  frequently  made  ufe  of 
the  words  Wmnee  waiter fignifying  to  ftop 
and  trade,  producing  at  the  fame  time  fome  very 

indifferent 
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indiiFerent  fea  otter  jQvIns.  Recollcdtlng  the  avi¬ 
dity  with  which  all  the  inhabitants  of  thefe  parts 
enter  into  commercial  iiitercourfe,  I  thought 
their  uncourteous  behaviour  might  have  arifen 
from  our  backwardnefs  in  following  the  fame 
purfuit ;  and  hoped,  by  offering  to  trade  with 
them,  we  fhould  be  able  to  obtain  their  friend- 
Ihip.  But  neither  cloth,  iron,  copper,  nor  any 
thing  we  had,  w^as  in  their  opinions  fufiicient  in 
quantity,  or  equal  in  quality,  to  the  value  of 
their  fklns  ;  w  hich  were,  without  exception,  the 
worft  I  had  yet  feen  on  the  coaft.  On  the  launch 
coming  up,  wc  pulled  towards  the  fhore ;  they 
now  feemed  better  pleafed,  and  on  landing  they 
offered  their  fkins  again  for  fale,  but  it  was  not 
within  our  reach  to  purchafe  them.  Whilft  we 
remained  together  on  fhore,  their  behaviour  was 
more  civil,  and  we  feemed  to  part  on  much  bet¬ 
ter  terms  than  wc  had  met.  They  remained  at 
the  point,  and  we  proceeded  up  the  arm.  Their 
abfence,  however,  v/as  not  of  long  duration,  as 
they  fhortly  followed  us,  waving  their  lk:ins,^and 
expofing  them  for  fale ;  and  it  was  not  a  little 
extraordinary,  that  they  fhould  now  exchange 
their  fkins,  and  other  articles  of  traffic,  for  the 
very  Identical  commodities  which  they  had  be¬ 
fore  rejedled  with  fo  much  contempt. 

It  was  not  eafy  to  account  for  the  fingular  ap¬ 
pearance  and  rude  behaviour  of  this  tribe,  fo  very 
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different  from  what  we  had  hitherto  experienced ; 
fome  amongfi:  us  fuggefted,  that  thefe  people 
might  probably  belong  to  that  party  on  whom 
Mr.  Brown  had  recently  been  obliged  to  fire  in 
this  neighbourhood,  and  at  no  great  diftance 
from  our  aftual  ftation ;  but  it,  appeared  to  me 
far  more  likely,  that  their  refentmcnt  had  been 
excited  by  our  perfed,  indifference  to  their  com-' 
modities  brought  for  fale,  and  our  having  declined 
their  invitations  to  the  place  of  their  abode.  This 
opinion  was  foon  confirmed  by  their  fubfequent 
condud;  on  being  now  offered  blue  cloth  for 
their  fkins,  they  began  a  fong,  that,  continued 
until  they  came  clofe  to  us,  when  I  obferved  that 
their  arms  and  war  garments  were  all  laid  afide  ; 
and  having  difpofed  of  fuch  things  as  they  had 
for  fale,  they  began  to  betray  a  fomewhat  thievifh 
difpofition.  I  endeavoured  to  make  them  fen- 
fible  of  my  difapprobation  of  this  condud,  and 
made  figns  that  they  fhould  depart,  with  w-hich 
they  reludantly  complied. 

I  did  not  obferve  that  thefe  people  differed 

from  the  generality  of  the  North  Weft  Ame- 

< 

Yicans,  otherwife  than  in  the  ferocity  of  their 
countenances.  Their  weapons  feemed  well  adapt¬ 
ed  to  their  condition  ;  their  fpears,  about  fixteen 
feet  long,  were  pointed  with  iron,  wrought  in 
feveral  fimple  forms,  amongft  which  fome  were 
barbed.  Their  bows  were  well  conftruded,  and 

their 
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their  arrows,  with  which  they  were  plentifully 
fupplled,  appeared  but  rude,  and  were  pointed 
with  bone  or  iron.  Each  man  was  provided  with 
an  iron  dagger,  fufpended  from  his  neck  in  a 
leather  fteath,  fcemingly  intended  to  be  ufed 
when  in  clofe  aftion.  Their  war  garments  wxre 
formed  ot  two,  three,  or  more  folds,  of  the 
ftrongeft  hides  of  the  land  animals  they  arc  able 
to  procure.  In  the  centre  was  a  hole  fufficlent 
to  admit  the  licad  and  left  arm  to  pafs  through ; 
the  mode  of  wearing;  them  being;  ovTr  the  ri2;ht 
Ihoulder,  and  under  the  left  arm.  The  left  fide 
of  the  garment  is  fewed  up,  but  the  right  hde 
remains  open  ;  the  body  is  however  tolerably  w^ell 
protedlcd,  and  both  arms  are  left  at  liberty  for 
adtion.  As  a  further  fccurity  on  the  part  which 
covers  the  breaft,  they  fometimes  fix  on  the  in- 
fide  thin  laths  of  wood  ;  the  whole  is  fcemingly 
vs^ell  contrived,  and  I  doubt  not  anfwcrs  the  ef- 
fential  purpofe  of  protedllon  againfl  their  native 
weapons. 

The  w-eather  thpugh  pleafant  was  unfortu¬ 
nately  cloudy  about  nopn,  and  prevented  any 
obfervation  being  made  for  the  latitude.  The 
fame  unfavorable  circumftance  attended  us  dur¬ 
ing  our  excurfion  to  the  northw^ard  oi  the  veffels. 
We  continued  to  the  N.  N.  E.,  without  meeting 
any  Interruption  or  break  in  the  fiiores  until 
about  eight  in  the  evening,  wEen  we  arrived  at 

a  point 
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a  point  on  the  weftern  fliore,  fituated  in  latitude 
55°  lO',  longitude  230°  8\  Near  this  point  wc 
refted  tor  the  night.  From  hence  the  arm  took 
a  direction  N.  15  W.,  continuing  in  general  about 
the  fame  width.  Between  us  and  the  oppofite 
Ihore  was  a  fmall  ifland  nearly  in  mid-channel. 

The  weather  being  fair  and  pleafant,  we  ftarted 
early  the  next  morning,  Sunday  the  28th,  con¬ 
tinuing  our  refearches  up  this  branch.  At  noon 
the  obferved  latitude  on  the  eaftern  fliore  was 
55^  25^  the  longitude  230°  5^.  From  hence  it 
took  a  more  northerly  diredtion,  and  then  trended 
a  little  to  the  eaftward  of  north,  where,  by  ten 
in  the  forenoon  of  Monday  the  2Qth,  it  was  found 
to  terminate  in  low  marfhy  land,  in  latitude 
.55°  45',  longitude  230^  &.  The  fhores  of  this 
inlet  were  nearly  ftraight,  and  in  general  little 
more  than  a  mile  afunder,  compofed  moftly  of 
high  rocky  cliffs,  covered  wnth  pine  trees  to  a 
confiderable  height ;  but  the  more  interior  coun¬ 
try  was  a  compad:  body  of  high  barren  moun¬ 
tains  covered  with  fnow.  •  As  we  purfued  this 
branch,  falmon  in  great  plenty  were  leaping  in 
all  diredlions.  Seals  and  fea  otters  were  alfo  feen 
in  great  numbers,  even  where  the  w^ater  was 
nearly  frefh,  and  which  was  the  cafe  upw^ards  of 
twenty  miles  from  its  termination. 

Mortified  with  having  devoted  fo  much  time 
to  fo  little  purpofe,  we  made  the  beft  of  our  w^ay 

back. 
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back.  At  noon  I  obfcrved  the  latitude  to  be 
55^  42^ ;  from  whence  to  our  reaching  the  wef- 


tern  fnore,  near  where  we  had  entered  this  branch, 
occupied  our  time  until  late  in  the  evening  of 
Tucfday  the  30th,  when  we  brought  to  in  a 
fmall  cove,  behind  an  iiland  about  half  a  league 
from  us,  and  not  far  from  the  place  where  wc 
had  met  the  ungracious  natives  on  the  preceding 
Saturdav. 

The  night  W'as  mild  and  pleafant,  but  a  thick 
fog  in  the  morning  of  Wednefday  the  3  if!:,  not 
only  obfeured  the  furrounding  fnorcs,  but  pre¬ 
vented  our  departure  until  eight  o’clock  ;  when, 
on  its  difperfmg,  we  diredted  our  examination 
along  the  weftern,  01  continental  fliore,  to  the 
S.  S.  W.  in  a  continuation  of  the  branch  we  had 
feen  on  the  rnorning  of  the  27th.  The  fhores  of 
both  fides  were  ftraight,  compadl,  of  moderate 
height,  and  in  general  little  more  than  a  mile 
afunder.  At  noon  the  obferved  latitude  on  the 
weftern  fhore  was  54^  55i\  longitude  229^  4/^1 
the  inlet  ftlll  continuing  in  the  fame  diredlion. 
On  the  weftern  fnore,  about  half  a  league  to  the 
fouthw^ard  of  this  ftatlon,  we  entered  a  fmall 
opening  not  more  than  a  cable’s  length  in  width, 
ftretching  to  the  northward ;  up  this  we  had 
made  a  little  progrefs,  when  the  launch,  w^hich 
had  preceded  us  and  had  reached  its  extremity, 
•was  met  on  her  return.  Mr.  Sw'aine  informed 


me, 
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me,  that  its  termination  was  about  a  league  from 
its  entrance,  and  that  its  width  was  from  a  quar¬ 
ter  to  half  a  leaOTc. 

o 

We  flopped  for  the  purpofe  of  dining,  and 
were  vifited  by  a  canoe,  in  which  were  three  per- 
fons  ;  they  approached  us  with  little  hefitation, 
and  feemed  well  pleafed  on  receiving  a  few  tri¬ 
vial  prefents.  They  earneflly  foil  cited  our  return 
to  the  head  of  this  little  arm,  where,  it  appeared, 
th  eir  chief  refidcd,  and  who  had  abundance  of 
furs  to  barter  for  our  commodities  ;  but  as  It  was 
out  of  our  \vay,  we  declined  their  propofal ;  at 
which  they  feemed  hurt  and  difappointed,  but 
retired  in  perfedl  good  humour. 

After  dinner  w^e  attempted  to  return  by  the 
w’ay  we  had  come,  but  on  approaching  the  en¬ 
trance,  the  rapidity  of  the  flood  tide  prevented 
our  advancing  agalnfl:  it  until  near  high  water, 
about  fix  in  the  evening.  Many  of  the  fmall  trees, 
at  the  place  where  we  had  dined,  had  been  cut 
down  with  an  axe,  an  Implement  not  yet  in  ufe 
with  thefe  people,  who,  on  all  fuch  occafions, 
prefer  any  kind  of  chlfeh  The  trees  appeared  to 
have  been  felled,  for  the  purpofe  of  gaining  con¬ 
venient  accefs  to  the  run  of  w^ater  hard  by;  and 
this  gave  rife  to  an  opinion,  that  our  dining  place 
had  lately  been  the  refort  of  other  civilized 
people.  ,  . 

Having  again  reached  the  arm  leading  to  the 

s.  s.  w. 
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S.  S.  W.,  we  proceeded  in  that  diredlion,  and 
paflhd  two  fmall  rocky  iflets,  about  a  mile  to  the 
ibuth  of  the  laft  mentioned  fmall  arm.  Finding 
the  main  channel  now  regularly  decreafing  to  half 
a  mile  in  width,  and  having  a  ftrong  foutherly 
breeze,  we  did  not  proceed  more  than  three  miles-, 
before  we  refted  for  the  night.  The  narrownefs 
of  the  channel,  and  the  appearance  of  its  termina-  ^ 
tion  before  us,  would  have  Induced  me  to  have  re^ 
linquiflied  all  thoughts  of  finding  a  communica¬ 
tion  with  the  ocean  by  this  route,  had  it  not  been 
for  the  indications  prefented  by  thefliores  on  either 
fide.  Thefc  gradually  decreafing  in  height,  with 
a  very  uneven  furface,  were  intirely  covered  with 
pine  trees ;  and  as  fuch  appearances  had,  in  moft 
inftances,  been  found  to  attend  the  broken  parts 
’of  the  country  immediately  along  the  fea  coaft,  I 
was  encouraged  to  perfevere  in  thispurfuit. 

We  had  not  been  long  landed,  before  the  na¬ 
tives,  who  had  vifited  us  at  dinner  time,  made 
their  appearance  again,  accompanied  by  a  large 
canoe,  in  which  was  the  chief  of  their  party. 

I  diredled  them  to  land  at  a  fmall  diftancc 
from  our  boats,  with  which  they  readily  com¬ 
plied.  The  chief  received  fome  prefents,  and  in 
return,  gave  me  two  or  three  fea  otters’  tails. 
Th  is  intercourfe  feemed,  by  our  figns,  and  fuch 
words  as  we  had  picked  up,  to  be  an  aflurance 
of  a  good  undendanding  between  us;  and,  on  a 
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jpromife  of  entering  further  into  trade  the  next 
morning,  they  retired  to  a  fmall  cove  about  half 
a  mile  from  us,  with  every  appearance  of  being 
perfedlly  fatisfied  ;  but,  about  an  hour  afterwards, 
one  of  their  canoes  was  feen  paddling  towards  us. 
On  this  a  piftol  was  fired  in  the  air,  which  had 
the  good  eftedt  of  fliewing  that  we  were  upon 
our  guard,  and  prevented  their  giving  us  any  fur¬ 
ther  difturbance. 

As  foon  as  it  was  day-light  in  the  morning  of 
Thurfday  the  ift  of  Auguft,  thefe  people,  accom¬ 
panied  by  another  canoe,  were  with  us  according 
to  appointment  the  preceding  evening.  They 
offered  for  fale  the  flcins  of  the  fea  otter,  and  a 
large  black  bear,  that  feemed  to  have  been  killed 
by  a  fpear  in  the  courfe  of  the  night.  I  was  not 
backw^ard  in  complying  with  our  part  of  the 
agreement ;  but,  like  thofc  whom  we  had  feen 
on  Saturday,  thefe  rejedled  every  article  we  had 
with  us  for  the  purpofe  of  barter ;  and,  excepting 
fire-arms  and  ammunition,  wTich  were  not  of¬ 
fered  to  them,  we  could  not  difeover  on  what 
their  inclinations  were  placed.  They  followed 
us  however  for  two  miles,  perfiftlng  in  defiring 
we  would  Wlnnee  waiter^''  until,  at  lengthy 
finding  no  other  articles  were  tendered  them  than 
thofe  they  bad  before  declined,  they  retired,  ex¬ 
claiming  Pujee'  and  Pejliack  which  could 
not  be  mifunderflood  as  terms  of  difapprobation.^ 
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This  party,  including  one  woman  with  a  lip 
ornament,  confifted  of  fixteen  or  eighteen  per- 
fons,  who,  in  charader,  much  refembled  (though 
I  think  they  were  not  quite  fo  ferocious)  thofe  we 
had  feen  the  preceding  Saturday.  This  woman, 
as  well  as  the  other. v^e  had  feen  on  the  27th, 
fleered  the  canoe.  She  appeared  to  be  a  moll  ex- 
ceffive  fcold,  and  to  poffeils'  great  authority.  She 
had  much  to  fay'  refpe6llng  the  whole  of  their 
tranfaftions,  and  exadled  the  moft  ready  obe¬ 
dience  to  her  commands,  w'hich  were  given  in  a 
very  furly  manner,  particularly  in  one  inllance 
to  a  man  in  the  bow^  of  the  canoe  ;  who,  in  com¬ 
pliance  to  her  diredlions,  immediately  made  a  dif¬ 
ferent  dhpolition  of  the  fpears.  Thefe  had  all 
lain  on  one  fide  of  him,  juft  pointed  over  the 
bow  of  the  canoe,  with  feveral  things  carelefsly 
lying  over  them  ;  but  on  his  receiving  her  com¬ 
mands  the  outer  ends  were  projed:ed  further,  their 
inner  ends  cleared  of  the  lumber  that  was  over 
them,  and  the  whole,  amounting  to  about  a  do¬ 
zen,  were  equally  divided,  and  regularly  laid  on 
«ach  fide  of  him. 

From  the  place  at  which  wc  had  flept,  this 
channel  took  a  diredtion  S.  42  W.,  about  a  league 
and  a  half,  to  a  point  in  latitude  54°  48^  longi¬ 
tude  229°  3qF,  from  whence  the  continental 
fliore  takes  a  direction  N.  25  W.  about  a  league, 
through  a  narrow  channel  not  a  fourth  of  a  mile 
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in  breadth  ;  having  in  it  fcveral  Iflets  and  rocks, 
'  In  order  to  make  furc  of  keeping  the  continental 
fhore  on  board,  wc  purfued  this,  and  left  the 
fouth-wcfterly  channel, whofc  width  had  increafed 
to  about  a  mile,  and  vvhofe  iliores  appeared  to  be 
much  broken,  as  if  admitting  ieveral  paflages  to 
the  fea.  At  the  nortfcTcnd  of  this  narrow  chan¬ 
nel  we  came  to  a  larger  one  extending  N.  35  E<* 
and  S.  35  W,  The  former  firft^attrafted  our  no¬ 
tice  ;  this  by  noon  was  found  to  end  in  latitude 
54^  55i\  longitude  22Q^  40' ;  not  in  low  marfhy 
land,  as  had  been  generally  the  cafe  in  the  inte¬ 
rior  parts  of  our  furvey,  but  by  low  though  fteep 
rocky  fhores,  forming  many  little  bays  and  coves, 
abounding  with  rocks  and  rocky  iflets.  Here 
w^cre  feen  an  immenfc  number  of  fea  otters,  and 
amongft  them  fome  few  feals,  bat  more  of  the 
former  than  I  had  yet  noticed.  Having  dined  we 
purfued  the  examination  of  the  continent  in  a 
fouth- wefterly  direction,  wdilch  brought  us  by 
the  evening  to  its  end  in  that  dlredlion,'  in  lati¬ 
tude  54^' 43^?  longitude  229'^  31 E.  From  hence 
the  channel  extended  to  the  S.  S.  E.  and  met  that 
which  w^e  had  quitted  in  the  morning,  making 
the  land  which  formed  the  w^eftern  fliore  of  th^ 
narrow  channel,'  and  that  before  us  to  the  eaft- 
w^ard,  an  Ifland  about  ten  miles  in  circuit.  The 
fliores,  that  had  been  nearly  fliraight  and  compact 
fmee  we  had  quitted  the  rocky  arm  above-men¬ 
tioned 
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tioned,  became  again  indented  with  bays  and 
coves,  bounded  by  many  rocks  and  rocky  iflets. 

In  examining  thefe  broken  parts  of  the  fhore, 
the  launch  had  preceded  the  yawl  whilfl:  I  was 
taking  the  neceffary  angles.  On  our  turning 
fliarp  round  a  point,  I  dlfcovered  her  endeavour¬ 
ing  as  I  fuppofed  to  pafs  a  moft  tremendous  fall 
of  water ;  the  evening  at  this  time  was  nearly 
clofing  in,  and  being  now  about  high  tide,  the 
fall  appeared  to  be  adverfe  to  their  proceeding  ; 
but  finding  they  continued  to  advance,  I  hailed, 
and  waved  them  to  defift.  On  our  meeting,  I 
found  they  had  pofiTefl'ed  but  fufficient  ftrength 
and  time  to  e^xtricate  themfelves  from  a  very, 
alarming  fituation.  The  direction  of  the  fall  was 
in  a  contrary  line  to  what  they  had  expedled,  as 
the.  water  was  rufhing  with  great  Impetuofity 
through  a  narrow  rocky  channel,  and  falling  into 
a  bafon  whofe  furface  appeared  to  be  greatly  be¬ 
neath  the  level  of  the  channel  we  were  navigating; 
on  their  perceiving  this,  their  utmoft  exertions 
wxre  required  for  a '  fliort  time,  to  prevent  the 
boat  from  being  drawn  within  its  vortical  in- 
fluen'ce.  About  a  mile  from  the  above  point, 
nearly  in  a  fouth  diredlion,  we  brought  to  for  the 
night. 

In  the  morning  of  Friday  the  2d  we  fet  out 
early,  and  pafled  through  a  labyrinth  of  fmall 
Iflets  and  rocks  along  the  continental  fhore ;  this, 
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taking  now  a  winding  courfe  to  the  fouth-weft 
and  weft,  fhewed  the  fouth-eaftern  fide  of  tlie 
channel  to  be  much  broken,  through  which  was 
a  paftage  leading  S,  S.  E.  towards  the  ocean.  We 
palled  this  in  the  hope  of  finding  a  more  northern 
and  wefterly  communication  ;  in  which  we  were 
not  difappointed,  as  the  channel  we  were  then 
purfuing  was  foon  found  to  communicate  alfb 
with  the  fea;  making  the  land  to  the  fouth  of  us 
one  or  more  iflands.  From  the  north-weft  point 
of  this  land,  fituated  in  latitude  54°  45 F,  lon¬ 
gitude  229°  289  the  Pacific  was  evidently  feen 
between  N.  88  W^.  and  S.  81  W.  Off  the 
point,  at  a  little  diftance  from  the  main  land,, 
was  an  ifland  about  half  a  mile  from  us  ;  the  op- 
pofite,,  or  continental  fiiore,  lying  north-eaft,  not 
quite  half  a  mile  diftant.  Between  this  and  the 
wefternmoft  land  in  fight  the  fliores  appeared  to 
be  much  divided,  with  fmall  rocky  illets  and 
breakers  in  moft  diredlions.  Between  thefe  and 
the  continental  fliore,  our  way  was  diredled  N. 
2O  W. ;  at  the  diftance  of  two  miles  we  paffed  a 
large  deferted  village,  on  the  north  point  of  a 
fmall  cove  ;  which  point  may  alfo  be  confidere4 
as  the  fouth- eaft  point  of  entrance  into  a  narrow 
arm,  taking  nearly  a  north  diredion  ;  half  a  league 
to  the  northward  of  this  point  the  eaftern  fliore 
formed  three  fmall  bays  or  coves,  with  four  or  five 
iflets  before  them.  On  the  point  which  divides 
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the  two  fouthernmoft  of  thefe  coves,  I  obferved 
the  latitude  to  be  54°  49',  tlmlongitude  22Q°2q'; 
from  whence  the  inlet  took  a  direction  about 
N.  8  W.  ;  the  fhores  became  nearly  ftraight  and 
compact,  and  wxre  in  general  about  half  a  mile 
afunder.  The  furrounding  land  being  of  mode¬ 
rate  height,  and  of  that  uneven  furface  generally 
exhibited  by  the  Infular  countries  lying  on  the  fea 
coaft,  afforded  reafonable  grounds  to  believe  the 
wxftern  fliore  to  be  an  ifland ;  in  which  cafe  we 
Hiould  have  been  enabled  to  trace  the  continental 
boundaries  a  confiderable  diftance  to  the  north. 
About  fix  in  the  evening  our  hopes  vaniflhed,  by 
our  arriving  at  the  head  of  the  arm,  where  it  ter¬ 
minated  in  a  fmall  frefh  w^ater  brook,  flowing 
from  low  marfliy  ground,  in  latitude  54°  50\ 
longitude  229®  28^.  Before  it  w'cre  feveral  rocks 
and  fome  rocky  iflets. 

This  difappointment  occafioned  us  no  fmall 
degree  of  mortification,  fiiice  we  had  already  been 
abfent  from  the  fhip  a  whole  wxek,  with  the 
fineft  weather  the  feafon  had  vet  afforded  ;  and 
though  our  utmoft  exertions  had  been  called  forth 
in  tracing  the  continent  through  this  labyrinth  of 
rocks,  wx  had  not  "advanced  more  than  thirteen 
leagues  in  a  right  line  from  the  fhips  to  the  en¬ 
trance  of  this  inlet,  and  that  in  a  fouth-wefi:  dl- 
redlion  ;  very  different  from  the  courfe  vvc  could 
have  vs^ifhed  to  have  purfqed.  It  was  alfo  now 
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evident  that  we  had  the  exterior  coaft  to  contend 
with,  and  from  the  length  ot  time  we  had  been 
indulged  with  fine  weather,  we  could  not  rea- 
fonably  expedl  its  continuing  much  longer;  in- 
.  deed,  the  appearance  of  the  evening  indicated  an 
unfavorable  alteration,  which  made  me  apprehen- 
five,  that  probably  the  fineft  part  of  the  feafon 
had  been  devoted,  in  our  late  purfuit,  to  a  very 
perplexing  objcdl  of  no  great  value  or  confidera- 
tion. 

On  the  low  land  forming  the  upper  extremity 
of  this  arm,  we  faw  fome  animals  like  w^olves, 
but  the  flialiownefs  of  the  water  prevented  our 
approaching  near  enough  to  fire  at  them  with  any 
probability  of  fuccefs.  From  hence  we  returned 
by  the  weftern  fhore,  paffing  three  or  four  rocky 
iflets,  and  refled  for  the  night  about  a  league  to 
the  N.  N.  W.  of  our  flation  at  noon.  During 
the  night  there  fell  a  great  quantity  of  rain,  but 
towards  the  morning  of  Saturday  the  3d  it  in 
fome  meafure  abated,  though  the  weather  flill 
continued  very  gloomy  and  hazy  ;  we  had  how¬ 
ever  no  time  to  fpare,  and  it  becoming  neceffary 
that  we  fhould  proceed  as  far  as  circumflances 
would  admit,  we  flarted  early,  and  kept  along  the 
continental  fhore,  which  was  much  indented  with 
fmall  bays,  and  bounded  by  innumerable  rocks. 
We  paflcd  to  the  fouth  of  us  a  clufler  of  rocks 
and  iflands,  extending  nearly  in  a  fouth-wefl  and 

north- 
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north-eaft  direftion  about  half  a  league.  The 
outermoft  lies  nearly  fouth-eall,  about  two  miles 
and  a  half,  from  the  point  feen  the  former  morn¬ 
ing,  and  fiiated  to  be  the  north  point  of  the  paf- 
fage  leading  towards  the  ocean.  \Ye  arrived  at 
this  point  by  noon,  but  the  Vv^eathcr  then  becom¬ 
ing  thick  and  hazy,  attended  by  heavy  rain,  and 
a  ftrong  gale  from  the  fouth-weft,  obliged  us  to 
make  for  the  firfi:  place  of  fafety  we  could  reach. 
Clofe  round  to  the  north-weft  of  the  above  point, 
which,  after  the  Right  Honorable  Charles 'James 
Fox,  1  called  Cape  Fox,  in  latitude_54°  45^ 
longitude  22g^  22b  we  retired  to  a. very  uniliel- 
tered'  cove,  where  w^e  remained  ipme  hours, 
though  by  no  means  pleafantly  circumftanced. , 
The  weather  in  the  afternoon  for  a^fliort  time 
bore  a  more  favorable  alpeft,  and^ tempted rus  again 
to  proceed  along  the  exterior  coafty  which  now 
took  nearly  a  w^eft  diredlion  ;  but  we  had  fcarcely, 
advanced  beyond  the.  rocks  that  encumber  the 
fiiore,  when  the  gale  from  the  fouthward  increaf- 
ed,  attended  with  a  very  heavy  fwell,  and  thick 
mifty  weather.  This  obliged  us  again  to  leek 
feme  place  of  fecurity,  w’hich  w'e  very  fortunately, 
found  about  half  a  league  to  the  weftvvard  of  cape 
Fox,  in  a  'ary  commodious  well  ftieltered  little 
cove ;  which  protefted  us  during  the  night  from 
an  cxceffively  heavy  rain,  and  a  very  hard  gale  of 
wind  from  the  fouth-eaft,  which  brought  from 
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the  ocean  fo  heavy  a  fea  upon  thefe  Ihores,  as  to 
invade  even  our  fnug  retreat. 

About  eight  o’clock  the  next  morning,  Satur¬ 
day  the  4th,  the  weather  again  moderated,  and 
the  wind  favoring  our  purfuit,  we  again  proceed¬ 
ed,  although  it  continued  to  rain  and  was  other- 
ways  very  unplcafant.  -We  refumed  our  exami¬ 
nation  along  the  coaft,  taking  a  rounding  direc¬ 
tion  from  the  cove  N.  W.  by  W.  four  miles  and 
then  N.  15  W.  near  feven  miles  further,  to  a 
projecting  point  on  the  lliore  that  obtained  the 
name  of  Foggy  Point,  fituated  in  latitude  54® 
54|^,  longitude  22Q®  1  F. 

The  weather  continued'  very  unfavorable  to 
our  refearches  ;  it  permitted  us  to  diftinguifli  the^ 
rocky  fhores  along  wdiich  we  paffed  only  from 
point  to  point ;  landing  was  not  only  difficult  but 
very  dangerous,  and  could  only  be  effeCted  in  the 
chafms  of  the  rocks,  near  to  the  feveral  points  on 
which  it  was  indifpenfibly  necelTary  to  land,  for 
the  purpofe  of  afcertaining  the  pofitive  direClion 
of  the  coafi: ;  which,  by  the  time  we  had  reached 
Foggy  point,  not  being  vifible  at  the  diftance  of 
fifty  yards,  we  flopped  to  dine,  having  in  the 
courfe  of  the  morning  been  again  excluded  from 
the  ocean.  And  thouffi  the  thicknefs  of  the 
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WTather  had  prevented  our  feeing  by  what  means 
th  is  had  taken  place,  it  was  manifeft,  that  either 
land  or  fhoals  now  intervened,  as  we  had  intirely 
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loll  the  oceanic  fwell,  that  a  few  miles  to  the 
fouth  had  rolled  in,  and  broke  with  great  violence 
from  the  lliores. 

By  the  time  we  had  dined  the  fog  fufficiently 

\ 

cleared  away,  to  admit  of  our  gaining  a  tolerably 
diftind:  view  of  our  fituation.  It  was  on  the 
fouth  point  of  a  bay,  in  w'hich  wxre  many  fmall 
illand-s  and  rocks.  The  oppofite  fide  of  the  open¬ 
ing  in  which  we  had  advanced  during  the  fog,  was 
alfo  indiftindlly  feen  to  the  weftward  and  north- 
weft,  compofed  of  a  country  moderately  elevated, 
covered  with  trees,  and  which  feemed  much  di¬ 
vided  by  water.  After  taking  the  necell'ary 
angles,  we  proceeded  along  the  continent  round 
the  fhores  of  the  above  bay ;  and  in  its  northern 
corner,  our  time  was  again  unprofitably  fpent  in 
examining  a  narrow  opening  about  two  miles  in 
extent  to  the  "north- eall.  From  thence,  through 
a  labyrinth  of  rocks  and  flroals,  we  fleered  over 
to  the  north- weflernmofl  and  largefl  of  thofe 
iflands  lying  from  Foggy  point,  N.  20  W.  near  a 
league,  where  v/e  took  up  our  abode  for  the  night. 
The  wind  blew  flrons:  attended  with  heavy  rain, 
which  towards  day -light  the  next  morning, 
Monday  the  5  th,  abated,  and  we  again  proceeded 
along  the  continental  fhore.  This,  from  the  nar¬ 
row  N.  E.  opening,  took  firfl  a  N.  W.  courfe  for 
two  miles  and  a  half,  and  then  N.  by  E.,  about 
the  fame  diflance,  to  a  point  in  latitude  55°  V, 
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longitude  229°  SV,  forming  the  S.  E.  point  of  an 
inlet  (its  oppofite  point  of  entrance  lying  a  quarter 
of  a  mile  diftant  N.  25  W.)  apparently  of  fome 
extent,  to  the  north -eaft ward  ;  but  its  entrance, 
and  its  exterior  iliores  to  the  north  and  fouth, 
were  rendered  almofi:  inaccefhble  by  iflets  and 
rocks.  It  was,  however,  Indlfpenfibly  neceffary, 
that  we  fnould  vifit  fuch  branches  of  the  fea,  as 
the  boundaries  of  the  continental  fhore  could  only 
be  eftablifhed  by  the  ftrldleft  examination  of  every 
arm,  inlet,  creek,  or  corner. 

Having  break fafted,  we  proceeded  along  the 
ftarboard  or  continental  lliore  This  took  a  di- 
redtlon  firft  N.  50  E.,  to  a  point  about  feven 
miles  from  the  entrance  ;  within  which  dlftance 
we  obferved  the  latitude  on  the  oppofite,  or  N. 
W.  fhore,  to  be  55^  4|^.  From  this  point,  the 
fliores  became  lefs  elevated  than  thofe  we  had 
palfed  from  the  entrance  of  the  inlet ;  particu¬ 
larly  that  on  the  ftarboard  lide,  which  took  a  S. 
S.  E  direction,  and  had  now  increafed  to  two 
miles  in  width.  Having  advanced  about  four 
miles  in  this  line,  a  fmall  branch  was  feen  in  the 
former  dlredlion,  about  half  a  mile  wide,  having 
a  fmall  ifland  in  its  entrance  ;  about  tw-o  miles 
from  whence  it  terminated  in  low  marfliy  land  ; 
fituated,  according  to  my  furvey,  not  more  than 
four  miles  diftant,  and  in  a  direction  N.  N.  W. 
from  the  head  of  the  arm  we  had  quitted  on  the 
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evening  of  the  2d,  making  the  fliores  of  the  main 
land  along  which  we  had  navigated  fince  that  time 
a  peninfula,  fifteen  leagues  round,  united  by  this 
narrow  ifthmus.  Such  was  the  flow  and  irkfome 
procefs  by  which  our  refearches  were  carried  into 
execution,  on  account  of  the  extremely  divided 
ftate  of  this  extraordinary  inliofpitable  region. 

From  the  entrance  of  this  fmall  branch,  the 
{larboard  fliore  of  the  inlet  takes  a  diredlion  N. 
Oo  E.  for  a  league,  to  another  branch  of  the  fame 
extent  and  direction,  pafling  a  fmall  round  ifiand 
in  mid-channel,  another  in  the  entrance  of  the 
little  arm,  aiid^a- third  a  little  way  within  it.  From 
hence,  the  width  of  the  inlet  became  contradled 
to  three  quarters  of  a  mile,  taking  a  courfe  N.  5 
E.  two  miles,  to  a  thirdYmall  branch  about  a  mile 
further,where  we  refted  for  the  night ;  and  in  the 
m.orning  ofTuefday  the  0th  found  it  extend  N. 
73  E.  for  two  miles.  Flere  it  terminated  in  low 
land  at  the  head  ;  but  the  fides  were  fo  fleep  and 
rocky,  that  it  was  vAth  fome  difficulty  we  could 
find  a  fufficient  fpace  for  making  a  fire  to  drefs 
our  provifions.  From  hence  w’e  purfued  the  main 
branch  of  the  inlet,  about  three  quarters  of  a 
mile  wide,  which  took  nearly  a  diredtion  N.  25 
E.,  42  leagues  ;  where  it  finally  terminated  in  la¬ 
titude  55'*  ] longitude  229^  30^^. 

The  fides  of  this  channel  are  nearlyflraight,firm, 
and  compadl;  compofed  of  high  fteep  rocky  cliffs, 

covered 
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covered  with  wood  as  high  as  the  thick  rainy 
wxather  permitted  us  to  fee.  At  its  head  was  a 
fmali  border  ot  low  land;,  through  which  flow^ed 
tw^o  fmall  rivulets.  On  the  larboard  lliore,  about 

t 

eight  miles  within  the  entrance,  we  had  pafled 
two  openings  ;  thefe,  on  our  return,  were  found 
to  be  very  inconfiderablc  ;  the  eafternmoft,  which 
was  the  largeft,  did  not  extend  more  than  tvvo 
miles  north  from  the  fhores  of  the  main  inlet, 
where  it  terminated  in  latitude  55^  9',  longitude 
229®  19^;  the  other,  not  more  than  a  mile  in 
length,  and  in  a  parallel  diredlion,  ended  S.  W. 
by  S.,  about  a  mile  from  the  head  of  the  former. 

The  wxather  continued  very  rainy  andunplea- 
fant  until  two  in  the  afternoon  of  the  following 
day,  Wednefday  the  /  A  ;  at  which  time  w^e  had 
reached  a  fmall  iflet,  lying  N.  yo  E.  one  mile 
and  three  quarters  from  the  point  where  we  had 
breahfafted  on  the  morning  of  the  5th;  at  this 
iflet  w'e  flopped  to  dine. 

The  atmofphere  foon  after  became  clear,  and 
gave  us  a  moft  diftindh  and  fatisfadlory  view  of 
the  furrounding  region,  and  proved  our  fituation 
to  be  in  a  fpacious  branch  of  the  ocean,  extending 
in  two  or  three  different  diredlions. 

Since  w'e  had  left  cape  Fox,  we  had  conceived 
ourfelves  to  be  in  the  fouthern  entrance  of  the 
Canal  de  Revilla  Gigedo,  as  reprefented  in  Sen^ 
Caamano’s  chart.  Although  this  gave  but  a  faint 

idea 
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idea  of  the  fliores  we  were  tracing,  it  had  ‘fuffi- 
cient  refemblance,  in'  the  general  outline,  to  leave 
no  doubt  of  our  being  in  the  precife  fituation  in¬ 
tended  in  that  reprefentation;  and  hence  it  ap¬ 
peared,  that  the  inlet  which  had  occupied  our 
time  the  two  preceding  days,  was  called  Bocas 
de  Quadra.  The  fouth  point  of  its  entrance  in 
the  chart  is,  hov/ever,  placed  in  55^  1  T,  which 
is  10^  further  north  than  it  appeared  to  be  by  our 
obfervations. 

An  extenfive  opening,  dividing  the  w^eftern  land 
between  N.  Oo  W.,  and  N.  40  W.,  was  evidently 
a  continuation  of  the  Canal  de  Revilla  Gigedo, 
and  its  fouthern  fide,  the  Mand  de  Gravina.  The 
width  of  this  channel  at  Foggy  point  is  about  four 
miles,  and  abreaft  of  this  land  not  quite  a  league; 
though,  in  the  Spanifli  chart,  it  is  laid  down  at  the 
width  of  eis;ht  or  nine  miles,  from  the  entrance 
to  this  ftation.  The  land  in  the  Canal  de  Re¬ 
villa  Gigedo  was  too  diftant  to  admit  of  our  af- 
certaining  the  fituation  of  any  of  his  particular 
points,  excepting  that  above  mentioned,  lying  N. 
40i  W.,  five  miles  from  this  ifland  ;  it  is  very 
confpicuous,  and  forms  the  weft  part  of  an  ex- 
tenfivc  branch,  taking  apparently  a  northern 
courfe  alons:  the  fliores  of  the  continent.  To 

O 

this  point  I  gave  the  name  of  Point  Alaya,  in 
compliment  to  the  Spanifn  governor  at  Nootka. 

The  oppofitc,  or  weftern  ihcre,  particularly  to 

the 
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the  foLith  of  the  Canal  de  Revilla  Gigedo,  feem- 
ed  to  be  much  broken.  The  fliores  in  moft  di- 
redlions  were  low,  or  of  a  moderate  height  ;'but 
the  more  interior  country  was  compofed  of  moun¬ 
tains  covered  with  fnow,  not  only  in  the  eaftern 
quarter,  but  to  the  northward  and  weftward. 

The  iflet  on  which  wc  had  dined,  feemed  to 
be  formed  of  different  materials  from  thofe  wfe 
had  been  accuftomed  to  yifit ;  it  being  one  intire 
quarry  of  date.  In  walking  round  and  acrofs  it, 
through  the  trees,  we  found  no  other  fort  offtone. 
Slate  had  been  frequently  feen  forming  a  kind  of 
beach,  or  in  thin  ftrata,  lying  betwxen  the  rocks ; 
but,  till  now,  we  had  never  met  with  this  fub- 
ftance  in'  fuch  a'  prodigious  mafs.  This  iflet, 
which  obtained  the  name  of  Slate  Islet,  we 
quitted,  leaving  the  Canal  de  Re  villa  Gigedo  to 
the  weftward  of  us,  and  directing  our  inquiries 
along  the  continental  fhore,  to  a  point  that  lies 
from  Slate  iflet  N.  10  W.  four  miles..  This,  after 
one  of  the  gentlemen  of  the  Difeovery,  I  named 
Point  S  YKES.  From  thence,  the  continental 
fhore,  v/hich  is  a  little  indented  and  has  a  few 
fmall  iflets  and  rocks  lying  near  it,  takes  a  direc¬ 
tion  about  N,  3/  E.  to  a  point,  which,  after 
Captain^  Nclfon  of  the  navy,  I  named  Point 
Nelson,  fituated  in  latitude  55°  I3h  longitude 
25 l/E,  and  which  we  reached  the  next  morn- 

Now  Lord  N  el  foil 
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ing,  Thurfday  the  8th,  by  half  paftfix.  The  Inlet 
up  which  wx  had  thus  navigated,  was  from  two 
to  four  miles  wide.  From  this  point  it  feemed 
to  be  divided  into  three  branches  ;  one  leading  to 
the  north-weft ;  another  to  the  north,  in  the 
centre  of  which,  four  or  five  leagues  diftant,  was 
a  rock  much  refembling  a  veflel  under  fail,  lying 
N.7W.,  and  feemingly  detached  from  the  Ihores; 
and  the  third  took  an  eafterly  diredlion  along  the 
continuation  of  the  continent.  The  laft  occu¬ 
pied  our  attention,  and  employed  the  whole  day, 
which  was  very  rainy  and  unpleafant.  It  was 
found  to  be  about  three  quarters  of  a  mile  wide, 
irregularly  extending  N.  80  E.  for  two  leagues, 
and  then  towards  the  north-eaft  for  four  miles 
further,  where  it  terminated  in  the  ufual  manner, 
in  latitude  in  55°  1  longitude  22Q°  2qV  ;  hav¬ 
ing  a  bay  or  cove  on  its  eaftern  fliore,  which,  in 
an  E.  S.  E.  direftion,  approached  within  about 
two  miles  of  the  northern  part  of  Bocas  de  Qua¬ 
dra. 

The  furroundlhg  country  confifted  of  a  huge 
mafs  of  fteep,  barren,  rocky  mountains,  deftltute 
of  foil ;  whofe  fummits  were  perpetually  covered 
with  fnow.  Excepting  at  the  head  of  the  arm 
where  the  land  was  low,  thefe' mountains  rofe  in 
nearly  perpendicular  clifts  from  the  water’s  edge, 
producing  only  a  few  fcattcred  dwarf  trees. 

Not  far  from  the  fpot  on  wdiich  we  had  dined, 

and 
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and  near  the  ruins  of  a  few  temporary  huts  of  the 

natives,  we  found  a  box  about  three  feet  fquare, 

and  a  foot  and  a  half  deep,  in  which  were  the 

remains  of  a  human  fkeleton,  which  appeared, 

from  the  confufed  fituation  of  the  bones,  either 

to  have  been  cut  to  pieces,  or  thruft  with  great 

violence  into  this  fmall  fpace.  One  or  two  other 

coffins,  fimilar  to  this,  had  been  feen  in  the  ex- 
/ 

curfions  of  the  boats  this  feafon  ;  but  as  we  had 
met  with  fo  few  of  this  defeription,  I  was  in¬ 
clined  to  fuppofe  that  this  mode  of  depofiting 
their  dead  is  pra^tifed  only  in  refpetl  to  certain 
perfons  of  their  fociety,  fince,  if  it  had  been  the 
general  ufage,  we  ffiould  in  all  probability  have 
more  frequently  noticed  them. 

By  the  evening  we  reached  the  main  inlet 
again,  where,  on  a  point  which  I  named  Point 
Trollop,  in  a  diredlion  from  point  Nelfon  N. 
20  W.  diftant  a  league  and  a  half,  we  refted  for 
the  night,  and  the  next  morning  flarted  at  an 
early  hour. 

Having  advanced  about  a  mile  along  the  con¬ 
tinental  fhore,  wc  again  quitted  the  main  branch 
of  the  inlet,  and  entered  a  very  narrow  channel, 
in  fome  places  navigable  only  for  boats  and  ca¬ 
noes.  This  extended,  with  little  deviation,  N. 
7  W.  feven  miles,  when  it  'again  communicated 
with  the  branch  of  the  inlet,  making  the  weftern 
fhore  tw^o  long  narrow  iflands.  The  fouthern- 

moft 
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moil  is  about  half  a  league  long.  A  fmall  round 
ifland  lies  off  the  north-weft  point  of  the  moft 
northern,  from  whence  we  again  faw  the  remark¬ 
able  rock  refembling  a  fliip  under  fail,  before 
mentioned,  lying  N.  22  W.  near  a  league  dif- 
tant,  having  between  it  and  the  continental  fliore 
feveral  rocks  and  illets.  Its  fituation  and  eleva¬ 
tion,  if  acceffible,  promifed  to  afford  us  an  ex¬ 
cellent  view  of  the  inlet ;  and  its  fmgular  pyra- 
midical  appearance  from  this  point  of  view  in¬ 
vited  our  curiofity.  We  reached  this  rock  about 
feven,  and  found  the  main  inlet,  (whofe  fides 
were  compadl  for  four  or  five  leagues,  excepting 
in  the  appearance  of  an  opening  lying  N.  37  E. 
about  a  league  from  us)  to  take  nearly  a  north 
diredtion,  maintaining  a  width  from  two  to  three 
miles.  On  the  bafe  of  this  fingular  rock,  which, 
from  its  refemblance  to  the  Liffht  Houfe  rock  off 

O 

Plymouth,  I  called  the  New  Eddystoa^e,  we 
flopped  to  breakfaft,  and  whilft  we  were  thus 
engaged,  three  fmall  canoes,  wdth  about  a  dozen 
of  the  natives,  landed  and  approached  us  un¬ 
armed,  and  with  the  utrnoft  good  humour  ac¬ 
cepted  fuch  prefents  as  were  offered  to  them, 
making  figns,  in  return,  that  they  had  brought 
nothing  to  difpofe  of,  but  inviting  us,  in  the  moft 
preffing  manner,  to  their  habitations ;  where, 
they  gave  us  to  underftand,  they  had  fifli  fkins, 
and  other  thinefs  in  iireat  abundance,  to  barter 

for 
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for  our  commodities  ;  amongft  which  blue  cloth  ^ 

feemed  to  be  the  moft  efteemed.  They  pointed 

out  the  fituation  of  their  refidence  to  be  on  the 

eaftern  fiiore ;  but  as  that  was  behind  us,  and  as 

we  had  no  time  for  unneceffary  delays,  their  civil 

intreaties  were  declined,  and  we  departed  from 
\  ^ 

the  new  Eddyftone,  wdiich  is  certainly  a  very  re¬ 
markable  rock.  Its  circumference  at  its  bafe  is 
about  fifty  yards,  ftanding  perpendicularly  on  a 
furface  of  fine,  dark  coloured  fand.  It  is  intirely 
detached,  at  the  diftance  of  two  miles  from  the 
eaftern,  and  one  from  the  weftern  fliore  of  the 
inlet,  in  latitude  55®  2g^,  longitude  229® 

Its  furface  is  uneven,  and  its  diameter  regularly 
decreafes  to  a  few  feet  at  its  apex,  which  is 
nearly  flat,  and  feemed  to  be  in  every  direeftion 
perpendicular  to  the  centre  of  its  bafe  ;  its  height, 
by  a  rude  meafurement,  was  found  to  be  upwards 
of  two  hundred  and  fifty  feet.  The  fififures  and 
frnall  chafms  in  its  fides>  quite  up  to  its  fummit, 
afforded  nourifhment  to  fome  fmall  pine  trees 
and  various  fhrubs.  The  fouth  and  eaftern  part 
of  its  bafe  is  an  intire  bed  of  fand  ;  to  the  north, 
about  two  hundred  yards  from  it,  extended  a 
ledge  of  rocks,  that  ftretched  a  fmall  diftance, 
and  was  vifible  only  at  low  tide,  beyond  which 
the  bottom  was  unfathomable  with  our  lines. 

The  natives  attended  us  for  a  ftiort  timte,  but 
finding  that  our  courfe  was  not  dircdled  towards. 

their 
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their  habitations,  they  retired;  after  having  given 
us  to  underftand  by  figns,  that  at  liight  we  lliould 
find  the  inlet  clofed  on  all  fides,  that  we  fliould 
fleep  at  its  termination,  and  requefted  that  on 
our  return  we  would  vifit  their  habitations. 

We  foon  arrived  at  the  point  that  had  in  ap¬ 
pearance  formed  an  opening  in  the  eafliern  fliore> 
and  found  that  our  conjectures  had  been  well 
founded ;  it  being  the  fouth  point  of  a  branch, 
in  general  about  three  quarters  of  a  mile  wide, 
irregularly  extending  N.-53  E»  two  leagues,  with 
a  cove  on  the  fouthern  fliore,  and  formins^  at  the 
above  extent  two  other  coves  ;  one  in  a  diredlion 
S.  24  E.  two  miles  and  a  half  long,  the  other 
north,  two  miles  long,  terminating  in  latitude 
55^  S7i^,  longitude  229°  29'.  The  examination 
of  this  infignificant  branch,  winding  between  an 
immenfe  body  of  high,  barren,  fnowy  mountains, 
occupied  the  remainder  of  the  day.  About  ten 
at  night  w^e  reached  the  main  inlet,  and  took  up 
our  abode  until  the  next  morning,  Saturday  the 
loth,  at  a  point  on  the  continental  Ihore. 

The  w-eather  being  again  fair  and  pleafant,  we 
early  dlredled  our  way  along  the  continental 
Ihore,  which  was  nearly  firraight  and  compadl, 
and  trending  about  N.  5.  W.  About  our  time 
of  breakfaft,  we  arrived  at  the  fouth  point  of 
anotjier  of  thofe  arms,  about  half  ft  mile  wide, 
VoL.  IV.  M  which 


16*2  A  VOYAGE  OF  DISCOVERY  [AUGUST, 

which  had  hitherto  employed  the  major  part  of 
our  time  to  fo  little  purpofe. 

Our  fituation  at  this  jundlure  required  fomc 
attention.  The  time  was  expired  for  which  our 
provifions  had  been  fupplied,  and  we  were  now 
one  hundred  and  twenty  miles  from  the  fliips  by 
the  neareft  route  we  could  purfue.  It  was  ex¬ 
tremely  mortifying  to  refledl,  that  after  all  our 
exertions,  no  one  point  had  been  gained  to  faci¬ 
litate  the  progrefs  of  the  veflels ;  as  the  w^ay  by 
which  we  had  advanced  thus  far  was  infinitely 
too  intricate  for  them  ;  and  if  the  w^ant  of  pro¬ 
vifions  fhould  now  oblige  us  to  return  before  wc 
could  determine  the  extent  of  this  fpacious  inlet, 
w^hich  ftill  continued  to  be  between  two  and 
three  miles  wide,  our  labours  would  become  in- 
effedlual,  becaufe  it  would  be  neceffary  that  the 
fame  fpace  fhould  be  traverfed  again,  to  accom- 
plifh  what  we  might  be  compelled  to  leave  un- 
finifhed. 

Under  thefe  confiderations,  and  well  knowing 
from  experience  that  all  the  fmall  branches  lead¬ 
ing  to  the  eaftward  either  terminate  at  the  foot 
of  the  lofty  range  of  rugged  mountains,  or  elfe 
form  into  iflands  parts  of  the  fliores  of  thefe  in¬ 
lets  ;  I  determined  to  decline  their  further  exami¬ 
nation,  and  to  proceed  in  the  main  channel  to 
afcertain  the  truth  of  the  information  derived 

from 
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from  the  natives,  or  to  difcover  fome  eligible 
paiTage,  by  which  the  veflels  might  advance  to¬ 
wards  the  extent  of  our  prefent  refearches.  Our 
profpeft  of  fucceeding  in  this  particular  was  not 
very  flattering.  We  loft  no  time,  however,  in 
making  the  beft  of  our  way ;  and  from  the  en¬ 
trance  of  this  arm,  which  is  fituated  in  latitude 
55^  4l',  longitude  22Q^  iG',  as  we  advanced  up 
the  main  inlet,  the  general  opinion  feemed  to 
fupport  the  account  of  the  natives  ;  and  that  the 
evening  would  certainly  bring  us  to  its  final  ter¬ 
mination.  The  water  was  of  a  very  light  co¬ 
lour,  not  very  fait,  and  the  interior  country  of 
the  weilern  fhore  rofe  to  rugged  mountains,  little 
inferior'  in  height  to  thofe  on  the  eaflern  fide ; 
which  we  knew  to  be  a  continuation  of  the  con¬ 
tinent,  now  taking  a  diredlion  N.  35  W.  In  the 
forenoon  we  pafTed  a  fmall  clufter  of  rocks  and 
iflets  a  mile  in  extent,  lying  in  the  line  of  the 
eaflern  fhore,  at  the  diflance  of  about  half  a  mile 
from  it.  The  latitude  at  noon  I  obferved  to  be 
55®  44^ ;  and  foon  afterwards  we  pafTed  a  fmall 
opening,  that  appeared  to  form  a  bay  half  a  mile 
wide,  and  about  a  mile  deep,  in  a  north-eafl  dl- 
redtion.  As  we  purfued  our  route  in  the  after¬ 
noon,  the  fhores,  which  Vvxre  no  where  more 
than  two  miles  afunder,  took  a  more  weflerly 
diredlion,  affording  fome  fmall  bays  and  coves. 

The  weather  being  calm  and  pleafant,  we 

M  2  made 
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made  a  tolerable  progrefs  until  late  in  the  even¬ 
ing,  when  we  arrived  at  a  point  in  latitude  55^  , 
50^,  longitude  228^  and  although  the  night 

was  too  far  advanced  to  fee  diftindtiy  about  us, 
yet  we  had  no  doubt  of  our  having  reached  the 
confluence  of  this  inlet  with  two  other  branches,, 
lying  nearly  at  right  angles  to  it.  A  freflr  breeze 
blew  up  the  branch  leading  to  the  fouth-wefi:  till 
after  dark  ;  this  I  confidered  as  the  fea  breeze^ 
indicating  our  vicinity  to  the  exterior  eoaft  ;  or 
poffibly,  our  approach  to  wider  channels  leading 
more  immediately  towards  the  ocean.  The 
whltenefs  and  frcfhnefs  of  the  water,  with  other 
circumftances  common  to  our  general  obferva- 
tion,  prefented  themfelves  however  in  oppofition 
to  this  opinion ;  and  gave  us  fome  reafon  to  be¬ 
lieve  that  we  fliould  be  obliged  to  return  by  the 
fame  track  wx  had  come.  Such  was  the  uncer¬ 
tainty  with  which,  in  general,  all  our  conjcdlures 
were^  attended,  from  the  various  appearances  that 
occurred  in  exploring  this  country. 

I  felt  much  regret  that  I  had  left  unexamined 
the  fmall  branch  we  had  feen  in  the  morning, 
and  the  bay  we  had  pafled  in  the  courfe  of  the 
afternoon;  as  thefe  refearches  w^ould  have  com^ 
pletcly  afeertained  the  continental  fhore  to  this 
point,  which  I  diflinguifhed  by  the  name  of 
Point  Fitzgibbon.  I  determined,  how^ever, 
to  purfue  the  branch  that  now  appeared  to  the 
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north-eafl:,  and  feemed  of  fome  extent ;  as,  fhould 
this  be  found  to  terminate,  there  would  be  little 
reafon  to  fuppofe,  even  if  we  had  been  able  to 
examine  them,  that  the  others  would  have  led 
to  any  thing  of  importance. 

The  next  morning,  Sunday  the  11th,  we  ac¬ 
cordingly  proceeded  ;  the  north-eafi:  branch  was 
found  in  general  to  be  about  a  mile  wide ;  and 
keeping  on  its  fouthern  fhore,  which  is  much  in¬ 
dented  with  fmall  bays ;  at  half  paft  fix  we  ar¬ 
rived  at  its  termination  in  latitude  56^  li',  lon¬ 
gitude  22Q°  1'',  by  low  land ;  through  which 
two  or  three  fmall  rivulets  appeared  to  flow  over 
a  bank  of  mud,  ftretching  from  the  head  of  the 
arm,  and  reaching  from  fide  to  fide,  on  which 
was  lodged  a  confiderable  quantity  of  drift  wood. 
The  water  was  perfedlly  frelh,  extremely  muddy, 
and  the  whole  furface  was  ftrewed  over  Vvdth  fal- 
mon,  either  dead,  or  in  the  lafl;  ftages  of  their 
exiftence.  Many  had  life  fufficient  to  give  them 
motion,  though  wanting  vital  powers  to  keep 
them  beneath  the  furface  of  the  water.  In  the 
courfe  of  this  excurfion  great  numbers  of  thefe 
fifli  had  been  feen,  not  only  in  all  the  arms,  but 
in  almoft  every  run  of  frefh  water,  particularly 
near  the  terminations  of  the  feveral  inlets,  where 
they  were  Innumerable,  though  moft  of  them 
were  in  a  fickly  condition.  We  had  no  difficulty 
to  take  as  many  of  the  beft  as  we  were  inclined 
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to  make  ufe  of ;  they  however  had  little  of  the 
colour,  and  nothing  of  the  flavor  of  falmon,  and 
were  very  infipid  and  indifferent  food.  They  were 
all  fmall,  of  one  fort,  and  were  called  by  us  hunch- 
haded  falmon;  from  an  excrefcence  that  rofe  along 
the  upper  part  of  the  backs  of  the  male  fifh,  where 
the  back  fins  are  inferted.  This  jTrotuberance 
is  much  thinner  than  the  body  of  the  fifh,  which 
below  it  takes  nearly  a  cylindrical  form.  Thefe 
wxre  the  worfl:  eating  fifh  ;  the  females  were  not 
fo  deformed,  though  the  mouths  of  both  were 
made  in  a  kind  of  hook,  refembling  the  upper 
mandible  of  a  hawk.  The  fickly  condition  of 
thefe  fifh  appeared  to  be  confequent  on  the  fea- 
fon  of  their  fpawning,  and  may  poffibly  be  oc^ 
cafioned  by  their  exertions,  in  forcing  their  way 
up  the  runs  of  frefh  water,  againft  the  impetuo- 
fity  of  the  torrents  that  rufh  into  the  fea ;  by 
which  means  they  had  evidently  received  many 
bruifes  and  other  injuries.  If  any  Juft  conclufion 
is  to  be  drawn  from  the  appearance  of  the  im- 
menfe  numbers  found  dead,  not  only  in  the 
water,  but  lodged  on  the  fhores  below  high  water 
mark,  it  fhould  feem  that  their  death  takes  place 
immediately  after  fpawning. 

Having  traced  the  north- eaft  extent  of  this 
branch,  and  finding  it  only  to  form  a  deep  bay 
(which  obtained  the  name  of  Burrough’s 
Bay,)  we  returned  along  the  northern  fhore^ 
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which  took  a  direilion  fomewhat  irregularly  S. 
53  W.  down  the  fouth-wefterly  branch,  to  a 
point  on  which  I  obferved  the  latitude  to  be  55° 
54'',  longitude  228°  4G\  At  this  ftation,  Vv'hich 
I  call  Point  Lees,  the  width  of  the  fouth-weft 
channel  was  decreafed  to  lefs  than  a  mile,  and 
from  hence  its  north-eafi:  point  of  entrance, 
which  I  named  Point  Whaley,  lies  N.  68  E. 
diftant  four  miles. 

As  we  advanced,  the  colour  of  the  w^ater  gra¬ 
dually,  though  flowly,  turned  dark ;  and  the 
wind  blowing  frefli  from  the  fouth-weft,  ftill 
cherlfhed  the  hope  that  the  land,  forming  the 
weftern  fide  of  the  extenfive  northern  arm  w^e 
had  navigated  from  point  Alava  to  point  Wha¬ 
ley,  and  fouthcrn  fides  of  this  fouth-wefterly 
branch,  would  be  found  to  compofe  an  extenfive 
ifland,  and  that  we  fliould  obtain  a  paflage  to 
the  fhips  by  the  route  we  were  then  purfuing.  ’ 

On  this  point  was  found  the  remains  of  a  de- 
ferted  village,  the  largeft  of  any  I  had  yet  feen 
for  feme  time,  and  fo  conftruefted  as  to  contain, 
by  our  eftimation,  at  leaft  three  or  lour  hundred 
people,  who  appeared  to  have  quitted  it  not  many 
months  before.  Shortly  after  noon,  we  reached 
a  narrow  opening  on  the  northern  Ihore  leading 
to  the  northward  ;  this  was  palled  by  uhexarniu- 
cd,  and  we  flopped  to  dine  about  a  mile  to  ihe 
fouth-weft  of  it ;  and  in  a  diredlion  S.  63  VVk 

M  4  diftanc 


i68  a  voyage  of  discovery  [august, 

diftant  about  a  league  from  the  deferted  village. 
We  foon  proceeded  again,  and  by  eight  in  the 
evening  arrived  at  a  point  on  the  fouthern  fhore 
in  latitude  55^  5 o',  longitude  228^30' 

The  doubts  w^e  had  entertained  refpedling  our 
fituation  were  now  in  a  great  meafure  fatisfied, 
for  the  water  had  again  nearly  refumed  its  ocea¬ 
nic  tafte  and  colour ;  and  the  channel  which 
from  hence  turned  lliarp  to  the  fouth,  feemed  to 
widen  in  that  diredlion.  A  point  on  the  northern, 
fhore  lying  N.  4Q  E.  about  a  mile  diftant,  formed 
the  fouth^eaft  point  of  a  fmall  opening,  that  ap¬ 
peared  to  branch  off  in  two  diredtions  ;  one  lead¬ 
ing  to  the  north,  the  other  to  the  E.  N.  E.  ;  the 
latter  having  the  appearance  of  communicating 
with  that  feen  in  the  afternoon,  making  the  land 
on  which  we  had  dined  in  that  cafe  an  ifland. 
About  nine  o’clock  we  took  up  our  abode  for  the 
night,  and  on  the  following  morning,  Monday 
the  1  3th,  proceeded  to  the  fouthward,  with  little 
doubt  of  finding  by  that  courfe  our  way  back  to 
the  ftation  of  the  veffels  ;  from  whence  we  were 
now  at  leaft  one  hundred  and  forty  miles  diftant. 
The  weather  being  calm  and  hazy,  prevented  our 
feeing  diftindlly  the  furrounding  regions,  yet  w^e 
were  able  to  difcerii  two  openings  on  the  weftern 
fliore,  leading  towards  the  north-weft.  The 
fouthernmoft  of  thefe  feemed  fpacious,  and  about 
two  miles  in  width.  South  of  this  opening  the 
.(■;  •  weftern 
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weftern  fliore  appeared  to  be  nearly  compaft,  with 
one  or  two  fmall  bays  only,  and  a  few^  detached 
illets  lying  at  a  diftance  from  it ;  whilft  the  eaf- 
tern  fliore,  along  which  we  pafled,  was  confider- 
bly  broken.  Its  feveral  inlets  however  were  dif- 
regarded,  as  we  had  barely  time  to  obtain  at  the 
different  ftations  the  neceflary  angles  for  fixing 
the  general  outline  of  the  fhores  of  this  channel, 
whofe  width  as  we  advanced  appeared  to  increafe 
from  one  to  nearly  two  leagues. 

As  our  route  was  directed  to  one  of  thefe  nc- 

« 

cefifary  ftations,  fome  of  the  natives  were  obferved 
in  their  canoes  near  the  fliore ;  four  of  thefe  ca- 
noes  appearing  to  be  large  and  well  manned,  went 
towards  the  launch,  then  fome  diftance  aftern  of 
us ;  and  by  their  finging,  which  we  heard,  ap¬ 
peared  to  be  very  peaceably  inclined.  We  w'erc 
alfo  vifited  by  a  fmall  canoe  containing  only  tw^o 
of  the  natives,  who  approached  us  without  heft- 
tation,  and  with  the  greateft  good  humour  ac¬ 
cepted  fuch  trifling  prefents  as  wxre  offered  to 
them,  and  made  known  our  friendly  behaviour 
to  fome  of  their  affociates  who  were  ftill  on  the 
fliore.  Thefe,  apparently  at  the  inftance  of  the 
other  two,  came  off  in  two  fmall  canoes,  that  juft 
reached  us  as  we  w^ere  putting  on  fhore  for  the 
purpofc  of  taking  the  requifite  angles.  Their  be¬ 
haviour  was  civil  and  inoffenfive,  and  they  feemd 
equally  well  fatisfied  with  the  prefents  that  w^ere 
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dlftributed  amongft  them.  They  offered  their 
ikinsand  other  commodities  to  barter,  which  were 
accordingly  exchanged ;  and  thus,  without  the 
leaft  apprehenfion  on  our  parts  of  any  evil  defign 
in  thefe  people,  who  like  moft  of  the  natives  w^c 
had  lately  feen  were  well-armed,  I  landed,  leav¬ 
ing  Mr.  Puget  in  the  yawl,  ufing  his  endeavours 
to  entertain  our  new  vifitors.  In  a  little  time 
they  became  extremely  clamorous,  and  were  hal¬ 
lowing  to  the  large  canoes  that  were  near  the 
launch.  On  my  return  into  the  boat,  Mr.  Puget 
informed  me  that  the  natives  had  betrayed  a  very 
thie villi  difpofition,  and  that  he  had  great  reafon 
to  lufpccl  they  were  inclined  to  be  turbulent.  I 
immediately  ordered  the  boat  from  off  tj^e  fliore, 
hoping  by  that  means  to  get  quit  of  them,  but 
in  this  attempt  they  w^ere  exceffively  troublefomc; 
the  number  of  their  canoes  was  by  this  time  four 
or  five,  in  thefe  they  laid  faff  hold  by  the  boat’s 
quarters,  calling  out  Wtnnee  'waiter' \  though 
at  our  folicitations  they  frequently  quitted  their 
hold,  but  which  they  almoff  inffantly  again  re¬ 
fumed  ;  w'^e  had  however  put  off  from  the  rocks, 
and  had  partly  got  the  ufe  of  our  oars,  without 
being  obliged  to  refort  to  any  hofflle  meafures, 
when  the  largeff  of  the  canoes,  under  the  ffeer- 
age  of  an  old  woman,  with  a  remarkably  large 
lip  ornament,  laid  us  on  board  acrofs  the  bow" ; 
this  vixen  inffantly  fhatched  up  the  lead  line  that 

was 
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was  lying  there,  and  lailied  her  canoe  with  it  to 
the  boat ;  whilft  a  young  man,  appearing  to  be 
the  chief  of  the  party,  feated  himfelf  in  the  bow 
of  the  yawl,  and  put  on  a  malt  refembling  a 
wolf’s  face,  compounded  with  the  human  coun¬ 
tenance.  About  this  time  the  Indian  who  had 
firft  vifited  us,  watching  his  opportunity,  ftolc  a 
mufket  out  of  the  boat.  Our  lituation  was  now 
become  very  critical  and  alarming ;  we  had  dlf- 
covered  too  late  the  treacherous  defigns  of  theft 
people,  and  to  add  to  our  embarraffment,  the 
launch  was  yet  too  far  diftant  to  afford  us  any 
immediate  fuccour.  The  only  chance  we  had  for 
our  prefervatlon,  was,  if  poflible,  to  w^ard  off  the 
blow  by  a  kind  of  parley,  until  our  friends  might 
come  up,  who  were  haftening  with  their  utmoft 
exertions  to  our  alfiftance.  With  theft  ideas,  I 
went  forward  with  a  mufket  in  my  hand  in  order 
to  fpeak  to  the  chief ;  on  which  the  furrounding 
Indians,  about  fifty  in  number,  feized  their  dag¬ 
gers,  brandifhed  their  fpears,  and  pointed  them 
towards  us  in  all  dlredlions.  I  was  not  yet  with- 
out  hopes  of  effedling  an  amicable  feparation, 
without  being  under  the  neceffity  of  reforting  to 
extremities.  The  chief  inftantly  quitted  the  boat 
at  my  requeft,  and  gave  me  to  underftand  by 
figns,  that  if  I  would  lay  down  my  mufket,  his 
people  would  lay  down  their  arms ;  on  my  dif- 
pofing  of  my  gun,  the  conditions  were  complied 

with 
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^vith  on  all  lides,  and  tranquillity  appeared  likely 
to  be  reftored  ;  nor  do  I  believe  that  any  thing 
further  would  have  happened,  had  they  not  been 
inftigated  by  the  vociferous  efforts  of  their  female 
conduefrefs ;  who  feemed  to  put  forth  all  the 
powers  of  her  turbulent  tongue  to  excite,  or  ra¬ 
ther  to  compel  the  men,  to  afl:  with  hoftility  to¬ 
wards  us.  Her  language  appeared  to  have  the 
mofh  effect  upon  thofe  who  were  towards  the 
ftern  of  our  boat,  and  who  were  likewife  greatly 
encouraged  by  a  very  ferocious  Ipoking  old  man 
in  a  middling  fized  canoe.  This  old  fellow,  af- 
fifted  by  his  companions,  feized  hold  of  our  oars 

on  the  ftarboard  fide,  and  prevented  their  being 
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ufed.  Obferving  this,  and  that  the  fpears  were 
again  brandifliing  in  that  quarter,  I  again  made 
figns  for  peace,  and  wxnt  Immediately  aft ;  where 
I  found  Mr.  Puget  ufing  his  utmofi:  endeavours  to 
accompliih  the-  fame  defirable  objedt,  which 
feemed  once  more  likely  to  take  place  by  their 
laying  down  their  arms  a  fecond  time. 

This  poftiire  of  affairs  continued  however  but 
for  a  few  moments.  I  had  fcarcely  turned  round, 
'before  I  faw  the  fpears,  in  the  canoe  which  con¬ 
tained  the  chief  and  the  old  woman,  all  in  mo- 

f 

tion  ;  but  on  my  ftepping  forward  they  were 
again  dropped.  Whilif  hwas  thus  engaged,  the 
Indians  near  the  ftern  of  the  boat  became  very 
troublefome ;  and,  as  I  was  paffing  back  along 
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the  boat,  a  sreneral  commotion  feemed  to  have 
taken  place  ;  fome  fpears  were  thruft,  one  or  two 
of  which  paffed  very  near  me,  and  the  Indians^ 
in  all  directions,  began  to' feize  all  the  moveables 
in  our  boat  that  they  could  poffibly  reach,  and 
to  commit  other  aCls  of  violence.  Our  deft'ruc- 
tion  now  feemed  almoft  inevitable  ;  as  I  could 
hardly  flatter  myfeif  that  the  force  we  had  to 
oppofe  againfl;  the  number  that  furrounded  us^ 
and,  as  it  were,  held  us  fo  completely  within  their 
power,  would  have  been  fufRcient  to  make  them 
retire. 

By  this  time,  however,  w^hich  was  about  ten 
minutes  from  my  return  to  the  boat,  the  launch 
had  arrived  wdthin  piftol-flrot ;  and  being  now 
thoroughly  fatlsfied  that  our  forbearance  had  given 
them  confidence,  and  that  our  defire  for  peace 
had  rather  ftimulated  them  to  aCis  of  temerity 
than  diiTuaded  them  from  their  hoftile  intentions; 
and  feeing  no  alternative  left  for  our  prefervatioii 
'  againfl:  numbers  fo  fuperior,  but  by  making  ufe 
of  the  coercive  means  we  had  in  our  power,  I 
gave  direClions  to  fire  ;  this  inflantly  taking  effeCl 
from  both  boats,  was,  to  my  great  aflonifliment, 
attended  wfith  the  defired  eftcCl:,  and  w^e  had  the 
happinefs  of  finding  ourfelvcs  immediately  re¬ 
lieved  from  a  fituation  of  the  mofl  Imminent 
dangler. 

O 

Thofe  in  the  fraall  canoes  jumped  into  the  fea, 
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whilft  thofe  in  the  large  ones,  by  getting  all  on 
I  one  fide,  raifed  the  oppoiite  fides  of  their  canoes^ 

fo  that  they  were  protedled  from  the  fire  of  the 
I'  yawl,  though  they  were  in  fome  meafure  ex- 

pofed  to  that  of  the  launch  ;  and  in  this  manner 
they  fcrambled  fideways  to  the  fhore. 

The  only  arms  they  had  left  us  in  the  yawl, 
befides  thofe  in  the'  arm  cheft,  wxre  a  blunder- 
buis,  a  mufk.et,  a  fowling-piece  loaded  with  fmall 
fhot,  and  a  brace  of  pocket  piftols;  the  rell  of 
the  arms  that  had  ufually  been  kept  at  hand,  con- 
liftlng  of  three  mufkets  and  a  fowling-piece,  hav** 
ing  been  ftolen,  in  the  affray,  together  with  two 
cartridge-boxes,  fome  books,  and  other  articles 
of  little  value.  The  arm  cheft,  however,  afforded 
a  fufticient  fupply  for  our  future  defence,  and 
were  immediately  got  in  readinefs  for  our  protec¬ 
tion  ;  whilft  the  chaftlfement  I  intended  to  be- 
ftow  on  thefe  treacherous  people,  by  deftroying 
their  canoes,  fbould  be  carried  into  execution. 

I  But,  as  we  were  pulling  towards  the  fhore  for 

this  purpofe,  I  underftood  that  two  of  our  boat’s 
jjj  crew  were  very  badly  wounded,  which  circum- 

ftance  had  efcaped  my  notice,  by  their  having 
continued  to  exert  themfelves  in  their  refpedtive 
Ij  ftations  ;  and  this  very  unpleafant  intelligence 

ijl|  immediately  induced  me  to  decline  the  punifh- 

||iii  merit  I  had  meditated  to  infiidl  for  the  unpro- 

yoked  aggreffion  of  the  natives. 
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The  Indians,  on  reaching  the  fhore,  afcended 
the  high  rocky  cliffs  of  which  it  is  compofed, 
from  whence  they  endeavoured  to  annoy  thofe  in 
the  launch  by  ftones,  fome  of  which  fell  into  her 
at  the  diftance  of  thirty  or  forty  yards  from  the 
fhore,  and  from  whence  alfo  they  fired  a  mufket. 
The  arms  they  had  ftolen  from  our  boat  were  all 
loaded  ;  befide  thefe,  they  had  fire  arms  of  their 
own,  but  I  had  reafon  to  believe  they  were  not 
charged  at  the  time  of  their  attack  upon  us,  as 
one  of  the  moft  fa vage- looking  fellows  amongft 
them,  juft  as  I  gave  orders  to  fire,  fnapped  his 
piece  at  me  ;  but  it  miffed  fire,  and  he  imme¬ 
diately  laid  it  down,  and  took  up  his  fpear  with 
all  imaginable  compofure. 

The  launch  was  now  ordered  to  join  us,  and 
an  equal  diftrlbution  of  the  remaining  arms  and 
ammunition  was  made  in  both  boats.  Being 
now  fully  prepared  to  repel  any  further  attack, 
we  refted  on  our  oars  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile, 
from  the  precipice  the  Indians  had  gained,  until 
-  Mr.  Menzies  had  drcfled  the  wounded  men, 
Bobert  Betton,  in  the  a<ft  of  removing  the  arm 
cheft,  was  firft  wounded  in  the  breaft,  but  by  his 
X  feizing  the  fpear,  he  in  a  great  meafure  parried 
the  blow,  and  deftroyed  its  force ;  but  on  its  be¬ 
ing  inftantly  repeated,  he  received  a  very  deep 
wound  in  the  upper  part  of  his  thigh,  wdiich  was 
little  fnort  of  being  mortal.  George  Bridgemari 
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was  alfo  badly  wounded  lower  down  in  the  thigh, 
by  a  fpear  that  paffcd  quite  through,  from  one 
fide  to  the  other.  I  had  the  fatisfaflion  how¬ 
ever  to  learn  from  Mr.  Menzies,  after  he  had 
drefled  the  wounds,  that  he  confidered  neither  of 
them  likely  to  be  attended  with  any  prefent  dan¬ 
ger,  nor  with  confequences  that  would  be  incon¬ 
venient  hereafter. 

Betton  and  Bridgeman  had  both  received  their 
•wounds  as  I  was  returning  the  fecond  time  to  the 
ftern  of  the  boat,  and  juft  before  I  was  compel¬ 
led  to  give  the  order  to  fire  ;  the  former  as  above 
ftated,  and  the  latter  in  preventing  thofe  in  the 
large  canoe,  lying  acrofs  our  boat's  bows,  from 
unfliipping  one  of  the  wall-pieces.  Their  wounds 
being  drefled,  an'd  births  as  convenient  as  cir- 
cumftances  would  admit,  one  in  each  boat,  be¬ 
ing  made  for  our  unfortunate  fliip- mates,  we  de¬ 
parted,  giving  the  point  on  which  we  had  landed 
the  name  of  EscatPe  Point,  fituated  in  latitude 
55^  3/',  longitude  22 S'’  30^;  and  to  a  fmall  open¬ 
ing  about  a  league  to  the  northward  of  this  point, 
the  name  of  Traitor’s  Cove;  thefe  treacher¬ 
ous  people  having  from  thence  made  their  firft 
appearance. 

From  Lieutenant  Swalne  and  Mr.  Menzies  I 
learned,  that  when  thefe  audacious  people  firft 
approached  them  in  the  launch,  they  behaved 
with  the  greateft  ftiendlinefs  and  good  humour, 
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offering  their  fkins  for  fale,  two  of  which  were 
thrown  into  the  launch  ;  and  in  return  they  ac¬ 
cepted  any  thing  that  was  given  them  with  appa¬ 
rent  fatisfadlion.  In  confequence  of  the  friendly 
intercourfe  that  had  taken  place,  and  the  avidity 
of  the  Indians  in  their  commercial  purfults,  they 
preffed  on  the  boat  to  take  hold  of  her,  but  oil 
this  being  objedled  to,  and  the  canoes  obliged  to 
keep  at  a  refpedtable  diffance,  fome  little  difcon- 
tent  was  obferved  to  fhew  itfeif  amongfi;  them. 
This  w^as  attributed  to  their  great  eagernefs  for 
trading,  until  the  canoe  conduced  by  the  old 
virago,  who  was  the  only  female  of  the  party, 
finding  the  launch  w^ould  not  comply  wdth  their 
folicitations  to  flop  and  trade,  paddled  acrofs  the 
bow  of  the  boat  with  the  intention  of  flopping 
her  progrefs.  On  this  occafion  a  muffet  was 
prefented,  with  menaces  that  had  the  defired  ef- 
fedl  of  making  her  drop  a-ftern  ;  much  againft 
the  will  of  the  old  fhrew,  whofe  defigns  were  evi¬ 
dently  not  of  the  moft  friendly  nature. 

It  w^as  now  deemed  expedient  to  be  vigilantly 
upon  their  guard,  to  have  all  their  arms  at  hand, 
and  to  charge  fuch  as  were  unloaded  ;  which  was 
done  in  the  moft  private  way,  left  any  alarm 
Ihould  be  given  to  the  Indians,  who  were  kept 
by  figns  at  a  proper  diftance,  and  only  one  canoe 
at  a  time  allow^ed  to  come  near  enough  to  receive 
the  prefents  that  were  offered;  thefe  were  ac-' 
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cepted  with  great  civility,  and  the  general  tenor 
of  their  condudl  betokened  a  friendly  difpofition. 
In  this  humour,  to  all  appearance,  they  paddled 
haftily  towards  the  yawl,  feemingly  in  confe- 
quence  of  the  invitation  of  their  comrades,  who 
were  by  this  time  affembled  about  our  boat, 
Notwithftanding  they  were  obferved  by  the  gen¬ 
tlemen  in  the  launch  to  ufe  uncommon  exertions 
for  the  purpofe  of  reaching  the  yawl,  yet  their 
efforts  were  at  firfi:  attributed  to  diverfion,  or  ea- 
gerncfs  to  arrive  at  a  better  market ;  until  they 
obferved  their  fpears  to  be  in  motion,  when  they 
loft  no  time  in  coming  to  our  relief. 

The  conduct  of  thefe  people,  fo  unlike  that  of 
any  of  the  natives  wx  had  hitherto  met  with,  in¬ 
clines  the  mind  to  advert  to  fome  caufe  that  could 
have  produced  a  deportment  fo  oppolite  to  that 
which  we  had  in  general  experienced.  I  w^as 
apprehenftve  at  firft,  that  during  my  abfence  from 
the  boat  fome  offence,  however  inadvertently, 
had  been  given  ;  but  on  inquiry,  nothing  of  the 
fort  appeared  to  have  happened  ;  on  the  contrary, 
to  the  moment  of  my  return  from  the  fhore,  the 
Indians  had  fpared  no  pains  to  imprefs  us  wdth 
the  moft  favorable  idea  of  their  good  intentions, 
by  frequently  uttering  the  word  Wacon^^'  figni- 
fylng  in  their  language,  frie7idfatp.  Their  attack 
upon  us  fhould  therefore  appear,  either  to  have 
been  planned  on  their  firft  feeing  us,  or  deter¬ 
mined 
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mined  upon  In  confequence  of  our  temporizing 
conduft,  which  it  is  cafy  to  imagine  they  would 
interpret  into  fear  of  their  fuperior  numbers. 
Whether  their  motives  were  rather  to  take  re¬ 
venge  on  us  for  injuries  they  may  have  fuftained' 
from  other  civilized  vifitors ;  or  whether  they 
conceived  the  valuable  articles  we  poffefled,  were 
eafily  to  be  obtained  by  thefe  means^  is  difficult 
to  be  determined. 

It  was  manifeftly  evident  that  they  had  been 
acquainted  with  civilized  commercial  people,  by 
the  mufkets  and  other  European  commodities  in 
their  poffeffion ;  and  when  we  confidered  the 
particular  behaviour  of  the  firfi:  man  who  vifited 
us,  we  had  reafon  to  fufpe6l  that  they  had  been 
ill-treated  in  their  traffic  with  white  men.  This 
Indian,  by  means  of  figns  and  words  too  expref- 
live  to  be  miftaken,  gave  us  clearly  to  underftand, 
that  they  had  reafon  to  complain  of  one  or  more 
mufkets  that  they  had  purchafed,  which  burft 
into  pieces  on  being  fired  :  a  fraud  which  I  know 
has  been  pra6lifed  too  frequently,  not  only  on 
this  coaft,  but  at  the  Sandwich,  and  other  Iflands 
in  the  Pacific  Ocean.  Thefe  defedls  have  not 
arlfen  from  Ignorance  or  mifmanagement  on  the 
part  of  the  Indians,  but  from  the  bafenefs  of  the 
metal  and  imperfed:  workmanfhip  of  the  fire¬ 
arms.  Of  this  difhonefty  the  chiefs  of  the  Sand¬ 
wich  iflands  mofi:  loudly  complain ;  and  wdth 
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great  juftice  contend,  that  the  produce  of  their 
country,  being  bartered  for  fuch  articles,  of  the 
■very  befi:  quality,  whatever  was  received  by  them 
in  exchange,  ought  to  have  been  fo  likewife. 

And  I  am  extremely  concerned  to  be  compelled 
to  ftate  here,  that  many  of  the  traders  from  the 
civilized  w'orld  have  not  only  purfued  a  line  of 
conduct,  diametrically  oppofite  to  the  true  prin¬ 
ciples  of  juftice  in  their  commercial  dealings,  but 
have  fomented  difeords,  and  ftirred  up  conten¬ 
tions,  between  the  different  tribes,  in  order  to  in- 
creafe  the  demand  for  thefe  deftrudlive  engines. 
They  have  been  likewife  eager  to  inftruCl  the  na¬ 
tives  in  the  ufe  of  European  arms  of  all  deferip- 
tions ;  and  have  fhewn  by  their  own  example, 
that  they  confider  gain  as  the  only  objed:  of  pur- 
fuit ;  and  whither  this  be  acquired  by  fair  and 
honorable  means,  or  otherwife,  fo  long  as  the  ad¬ 
vantage  is  fecured,  the  manner  how  it  is  obtained 
feems  to  have  been,  with  too  many  of  them,  but 
a  very  fecondary  confideration. 

Under  a  conviction  that  repeated  aCts  of  fuch 
injuftice  had  taken  place,  it  was  not  unreafonable 
to  fuppofe,  that  thefe  people,  who  had  experi¬ 
enced  the  like  frauds,  iliould  be  of  opinion  that 
our  muflvets,  and  the  other  arms  that  we  carried 
for  our  protection,  were  of  a  fuperior  quality  to 
thofe  they  had  procured  from  the  traders.  This, 
indeed,  was  proved  by  their  praifmg  ours  and  com¬ 
paring 
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paring  them  with  thofe  in  their  pofleffion  ;  and 
they  might  poffibly  from  thence  have  been  tempt¬ 
ed  to  trefpafs  on  the  laws  of  honefty,  in  order  to 
acquire  by  force  thofe  really  valuable  commodi¬ 
ties,  which,  by  fair  commercial  dealings  on  their 
part,  they  could  only  procure  in  a  defebtive  ftate. 
It  may  alfb  not  be  impoffible,  that  they  recon¬ 
ciled  ambngft  themfelves  any  abts  of  violence, 
which  fliould  become  necefiary  in  order  to  the 
attainment  of  them,  as  not  beine;  lefs  offenfive  to 
juftice,  than  the  impofitions  that  had  been  prac- 
tifed  upon  them  by  a  people  who,  from  every  ap¬ 
pearance,  they  might  naturally  conclude  were  of 
the  fame  country  and  connedlions  with  us  ;  and 
that  they  might  thus  confider  themfelves  juftified 
in  ufing  every  artifice  of  retaliation,  to  effebt  their 
purpofe. 

1  cannot  however  avoid  obferving,  that  through 
our  want  of  caution  they  had,  in  this  inftance, 
fiifficlent  addrefs  to  fucceed  by  their  friendly  pro- 
feffions,  in  nearly  affembling  all  their  force  round 
us,  though  in  the  more  early  part  of  our  yoyage, 
wx  fhould  have  regarded  their  condudt  with  much 
fufpicion  ;  particularly  their  vociferous  hallooing 
to  each  other,  the  hafte  with  which  the  party 
came  to  us  from  the  launch,  their  throwing  over¬ 
board  their  dogs,  and  other  hoftile  preparations 
that  did  not  efcape  our  notice,  and  would  for¬ 
merly  have  been  deemed  fufiicient  Indications  to 
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have  av^^akened  our  fufpiclons,  and  to  have  put 
us  completely  upon  our  guard  againft  any  un¬ 
friendly  defign  they  might  have  had  in  contem¬ 
plation.  But,  having  been  fo  long  accuftomed 
to  a  feries  of  tranquil  intercourfe  with  the  feveral 
different  tribes  of  Indians  we  had  met  with,  our 
apprehenfions  of  any  moleftation  from  them  were 
totally  done  away ;  and  that  attentive  warlnefs 
which  had  been  the  firfl:  object  of  my  concern  on 
coming  amongft  thefe  rude  nations,  had  latterly 
been  much  neglefted.  For  although  we  had 
now  more  arms  than  we  were  provided  with  dur^^ 
Ing  the  preceding  fummer,  namely,*  two  wall- 
pieces  cut  fiiort  for  the  purpofe  of  being  more 
handy  in  the  boats,  each  of  which  was  loaded 
with  a  dozen  piftol  balls,  yet  thefe  as  well  as  fome 
of  our  mufkets,  had  been  fo  negledted  by  difufe, 
that  they  were  unferviceable  on  this  prefling 
emergency. 

The  good  fortune  we  had  experienced  until 
now,  had  given  me  hopes,  that  an  equal  fuccefs 
would  continue  to  the  clofe  of  our  refearches ; 
and  that  I  fhould  have  the  happlnefs  of  conclud¬ 
ing  our  voyage,  without  being  under  the  painful 
neceffity  of  firing  one  fhot  in  anger. 

•  To  what  degree  our  firing  did  execution,  was 
not  afcertalned.  Some  of  the  natives  were  feen 
to  fall,  as  if  killed  or  feverely  wounded  ;  and  great 
lam.entations  were  heard  after  they  had  gained 
^  their 
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their  retreat  In  the  woods,  from  whence  they 
fliewed  no  dlfpofitlon  to  renews  their  attack. 

Our  route  was  now  uninterruptedly  diredled 
acrofs  an  extenhvc  bay,  in  which  were  feveral 
fmall  openings,  appearing  to  lead  to  the  eaftward 
and  fouth-eaft.  About  thee  o’clock  we  reached 
a  fmall  Ifland  lying  N.  Q  W.  from  Efcape  point, 
at  the  diftance  of  five  miles.  Our  progrefs  hither 
had  been  flow,  occaiioned  by  a  frefh  fouth-weft 
wind,  which  however  was  attended  with  pleafant 
weather.  The  width  of  the  fbutherly  channel  we 
thus  purfued,  had  diminifhed  from  being  nearly 
two,  to  fcarcely  one  league  ;  this  was  occafioned 
by  an  ifland  lying  about  a  mile  from  the  eaftern 
fhore,  half  a  league  broad,  and  a  league  long, 
in  a  diredlion  N.  Go  E.  and  S.  Go  W.  This  ifland 
I  named  Betton’s  Island,  after  our  wounded 
Ihipmate  ;  on  its  north-weft  fide  are  feveral  dan¬ 
gerous  rocks,  lying  half  a  mile  from  its  fliore,  and 
between  it  and  the  eaftern  fliore  are  feveral  fmaller 
Iflands.  We  traverfed  this  eaftern  paflage,  and 
took  up  our  night’s  abode  near  a  conlpicuous 
point  on  the  eaftern  fliore,  which  I  named  Point 
Higgins,  after  his  Excellency  Sen’'  Higgins  de 
Vallenar,  the  prefident  of  Chili.  It  is  fituated  in 
latitude  55°  271^  longitude  228°  25^ from  whence 
a  very  remarkable  projecfting  point  on  the  oppo- 
fitc  fliore  lies  N.  78  W.  diftant  four  miles  and  a 
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half ;  and  two  fmall  iflands,  with  fome  trees  upon 
them,  S.  40  W.  half  a  league  diftant. 

We  flatted  early  the  next  morning,  Tuefday 
the  13th,  and  were  favored  with  pleafant  wea¬ 
ther,  though  with  an  adverfe  foutherly  wdnd. 
Immediately  to  the  fouth  of  point  Higgins,  yvc 
paffed  an  opening  about  two  miles  wide,  and 
having  advanced  five  miles  in  a  direflion  S.  10 
W.  from  that  point,  we  reached  another,  that 
proved  our  fituation  to  be  in  the  north-eafl  part 
of  the  extenfive  opening  laid  down  in  Sen’'  Caa- 
mano’s  chart,  and  diftinguiflied  by  the  name  of 
Eftrecho  del  Almtranie  Fuentes^y  Fntrada  de  ISoJira 
Sen^  del  Carmm:  and  although  .the  chart  in  this, 
as  well  as  in  the  former  inflance,  did  not  bear  any 
very  flrong  refemblance  to  the  regions  before  us, 
yet  it  was  fuflicient  to  prove  the  identity  of  the 
place. 

Point  Higgins  evidently  formed  the  north-w^eft 
point  of  the  northern  entrance  into  the  Canal  de 
ReviHa  Gigedo.  Its  fouth  point,  which  I  called 
point  Vallenar,  is  the  north- w^efl  extremity  of  the 
ifland  Gravina,  lying  from  point  Pliggins  S.  8  W. 
at  the  diftance  of  twm  miles,  and  forming  the 
opening  above  alluded  to.  From  point  Vallenar 
lies  a  ledge  of  rocks,  parts  of  which  are  vifible 
only  at  low  tide  ;  this  ledge  nearly  joins  on  to 
the  above  two  fmall  iflands.  The  remarkable 
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projecting  point,  noticed  the  preceding  evening 
on  the  weftern  fhore,  Is  that  which'! confidered 
to  be  cape  Caamano,  and  is  a  point  of  reparation, 
dividing  this  arm  of  the  fea  into  two  principal 
branches ;  one  being  that  which  we  had  navi¬ 
gated  to  this  ftation ;  the  other,  extending  to¬ 
wards  the  north- weft,  feemed  to  be  about  four 
miles  wide  ;  and  is  I  fuppofe  the  channel  by 
which  Mr.  Brown  of  the  Butterworth  had  found 
his  w^ay  to  the  ocean,  in  the  latitude  of  50®  20'* 
The  oppoiite  fliore  of  Eftrecho  de  Fuentes,  &c. 
that  is,  the  fuppofed  ftraits  of  de  Fonte,  to  the 
fouthward  of  cape  Caamano,  w^as  not  more  than 
feven  or  eight  miles  diftant,  but  in  the  chart  be¬ 
fore  alluded  to,  it  is  reprefented  to  be  double  that 
diftance  ;  and,  on  comparing  the  latitude  of  the 
points  as  therein  exprelled,  with  thofe  refulting 
from  my  obfervations,  they  were  found  to  differ 
alfo  very  materially. 

We  now  entertained  no  doubt  of  finding  a 
paffage  to  the  veffels  by  this  route  ;  though  there 
was  reafon  to  expedl  we  fhould  have  fome  extent 
of  the  exterior  coaft  to  encounter.  The  land  to 
the  north  of  the’  Canal  de  Revilla  Gigedo  was 
now  proved  to  be,  w^hat  had  been  before  con- 
jeftured  of  it,  an  extenfive  ifland  which  wx  had 
nearly  circumnavigated. 

On  th  is  occafion  I  cannot  avoid  a  repetition  of 
my  acknowledgments  for  the  generous  fupport 
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we  received  from  Sen’'  Quadra,  adllng  under  the 
orders  of  the  Conde  de  Revilla  Glgedo,  viceroy 
of  New  Spain  ;  as  alfo  for  his  Excellency’s  offers 
of  whatever  further  affiftance  the  countries  under 
his  authority  might  afford.  In  commemoration 
therefore  of  his  excellency’s  very  kind  attention, 
I  have  not  only  adopted  the  name  of  the  channel 
after  that  nobleman,  but  have  further ,  diftin- 
guifhed  the  land  to  the  north  of  it  by  the  name 
of  the  Island  of  Revilla  Gigedo. 

Oppofite  to  the  eaftern  entrance  into  the  chan¬ 
nel  is  fituated  the  Bocas'  de  Quadra  ;  and  as  I  had 
always  regretted  that  no  opportunity  was  taken 
to  commemorate  the  weighty  obligations  con¬ 
ferred  by  Major  Behm  on  the  officers  and  crews 
of  the  Refolutlon  and  Difeovery,  whilft  at  Kamp- 
fehatka  in  the  year  1/  79?  by  the  introduffion  of 
that  gentleman’s  name  in  the  charts  of  that 
voyage ;  I  embraced  this  occaiion  to  name  the 
channel  that  feparates  the  Ifland  of  Revilla  Gigedo 
from  the  continent,  Behm’s  Channel.  Thefe 
tributes  are  of  a  very  Infignificant  nature  when 
compared  with  the  merit  to  which  they  are  of¬ 
fered,  and  are  only  to  be  regarded  as  memorials  to 
bear  teftimony  of  the  zeal  for  advancing  of  fcience 
in  thefe  noble  and  diftinguiffied  characters,  dif- 
played  by  their  friendly  and  liberal  fupport  of 
thofe  w^ho  have  been  engaged  in  the  feveral  la¬ 
borious  undertakings  proJe6lcd  by  his  Britannic 
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Majefty,  for  the  attainment  of  a  true  and  perfect 
geographical  knowledge  of  the  earth. 

Quitting  this  ftatlon,  we  continued  along  the 
weft  fide  of  the  ifland  of  Gravina  ;  w^here  a  few 
rocks  extended  from  the  projedftng  points  of  its 
fliores ;  thefe  are  nearly  ftraight  and  compad:, 
ftretching  S.  1  3  E.  to  a  point  where  I  obferved 
the  latitude  to  be  55°  10^;  longitude  228°  28ft 
From  this  point,  and  for  tw^o  leagues  to  the  north 
of  it,  the  width  of  the  channel  did  not  exceed  a 
league  and  a  half ;  but,  as  \\c  advanced  to  the 
fouth,  it  again  increafed  in  its  width  to  two  and 
three  leagues.  The  wxftern  fhore  appeared  to  be 
much  broken,  and  the  land  to  be  more  elevated 
than  on  the  eaftern  fide,  wTiich  is  of  a  moderate 
height,  and  is  covered  wdth  wood. 

From  this  ftatlon  the  eaftern  fliore  took  a  dl- 
redion  S.  30  E.  for  five  miles,  and  then  turned 
fliort  to  the  eaftward  and  north-eaft,  appearing 
to  divide  the  ifland  of  Gravina  by  a  paflage  about 
two  miles  wide,  in  which  were  feen  innumerable 
rocks  and  rocky  Iflets ;  but  the  hazinefs  of  the 
weather  did  not  permit  our  acquiring  any  com¬ 
petent  knowledge  of  them,  or  of  the  ftiores  form¬ 
ing  the  paflage. 

I  w^as  much  inclined  to  purfue  our  way  home 
by  this  channel,  as  in  all  probability  it  w^ould 
have  materially  fliortened  our  journey,  and  made 
it  lefs  laborious;  by  following  a  more  dired  line, 

and 
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and  in  fmooth  water ;  but  as  the  main  branch 
ftill  led  to  the  fouth,  it  was  evidently  the  moft 
proper  for  the  velfels  to  navigate,  and  I  was  lor 
that  reafon  extremely  anxious  that  it  fhould  un¬ 
dergo  our  examination.  We  therefore  palled  by 
this  opening,  and  continued  our  route  until  near 
ten  o’clock,  when  we  refted  for  the  night  in  a 
fmall  cove  near  a  point,  fituated  in  latitude  55® 
0^  30^^,  longitude  228®  40'.  This  point  I  named 
Po  INT  Davison,  in  compliment  to  Alexander 
Davifon,  Efq.  the  owner  of  our  ftorefliip.  Here, 
in  confequence  of  a  ftrong  gale  of  Vv  ind  from  the 
fouth-weft,  attended  with  a  heavy  rain,  we  pafl'ed 
a  very  difagreeable  night.  By  the  dawn  of  day,, 
Wednefday  the  14th,  the  wind  was  lefs  violent, 
and  we  departed  from  this  unpleafant  ftation ; 
but  the  agitation  of  the  fea  much  retarded  our 
progrefs,  until  we  pafled  a  projefting  point  of 
land,  which  I  diftinguiflied  by  the  name  ol  Point 
Percy,  when  we  derived  fome  tolerable  affift- 
ance  from  our  fails  for  the  firft  time  during  this 
excuifion. 

Point  Percy  is  the  wTftern  extremity  of  a  long 
narrow  clufter  of  low  illands,  lying  S.  5  W.  from 
point  Davifon,  diftant  four  miles.  This  clufter 
of  Iflands  and  rocks  feems  to  extend  about  five 
miles  in  an  E.  N.  E.  direClion,  nearly  uniting  to 
the  eaftern  fhore,  which  is  much  broken  both  on 
the  north  and  fouth  of  thefe  illands,  and  appears 

to 
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to  form  another  divlfion  of  the  ifland  of  Gravina. 
From  point  Percy,  the  fouth  point  of  this  land, 
or  Ifles  of  Gravina,  which  I  named  Cape  Nor¬ 
thumberland,  in  honor  of  that  illuftrlous  fa^ 
mlly,  lies  S.  05  E.  at  the  diftance  of  three  leagues. 
Our  courfe  was  directed  thither  through  feveral 
clufters  of  dangerous  rocks,  lying  in  all  dlredlions 
a  confiderable  diftance  from  the  fliore,  with  very 
irregular  foundings  from  four  to  thirty  fathoms 
water  ;  the  weeds,  however,  w'hich  grow  in  their 
neighbourhood,  are  a  fufficient  w^arning  in  the 
day  time  to  avoid  thofe  dangers. 

About  noon  I  landed  on  a  fmall  ifland  lying  to 
the  fouth  from  cape  Northumberland,  w  here  I 
obferved  the  latitude  to  be  54° 5 1 W  longitude  228® 
55 p;  from  this  ifland,  which  is  tolerably  high,  I 
gained  a  very  diftincft  view  of  the  furrounding  rocks 
and  breakers  in  all  diredtlons  ;  the  outermoft  of 
thefe  towards  the  north-wxft  lies  N.  5  7  W.  three 
miles  and  a  half  diftant,  thofe  tow^ards  the  fouth- 
weft  S.  O7  W.  four  miles  and  a  half;  the  fouthern- 
moft,  w  hich  were  the  furtheft  off,  fouth  fix  miles 
and  a  half;  and  the  fouth- eafternmoft  S.  50  E. 
five  miles  diftant.  The  intermediate  fpaces  wxre 
occupied  by  an  immenfe  number  of  rocks  and 
breakers.  From  hence  alfo  the  weft  point  of  en¬ 
trance  into  this  arm  of  the  fea,  called  by  Sen^ 
Caamano  cape  de  Chacon,  lies  S.  (5/  W.  eight  or 
nine  leagues,  and  cape  Fox,  E.  by  S.  five  leagues 

diftant. 
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.diftant.  About  a  mile  to  the  north-eaftward  of 
us,  on  a  high  detached  rock,  were  the  remains  of 
a  large  village,  much  more  expofed  to  the  incle¬ 
mency  of  the  weather  than  any  refidence  of  the 
natives  I  had  before  feen.  Here  was  found  a  fe- 
pulchre  of  a  peculiar  charadler.  It  was  a  kind 
of  vault,  formed  partly  by  the  natural  cavity  of 
the  rocks,  and  partly  by  the  rude  artlfts  of  the 
country.  It  was  lined  with  boards,  and  contained 
fome  fragments  of  warlike  implements,dying  near 
a  Iquare  box  covered  with  mats  and  very  curioufly 
corded  down.  This  we  naturally  conjectured 
contained  the  remains  of  fome  perfon  of  confe- 
quence,  and  it  much  excited  the  curiofity  of  fome 
of  our  party  ;  but  as  the  further  examination 
could  not  poffibly  have  ferved  any  ufeful  purpofe, 
and  might  have  given  umbrage  and  pain  to  the 
friends  of  the  deceafed,  fliould  it  be  their  cuftom 
to  vifit  the  repofitories  of  their  dead,  I  did  not 
think  it  right  that  it  fliould  be  difturbed.  Not 
from  motives  of  fuperftltlon  as  fome  were  then 
pleafed  to  fuppofe,  but  from  a  conviction,  that 
it  was  highly  proper  to  reftrain  our  curiofity,, 
•when  it  tended  to  no  good  purpofe  whatever. 

Our  courfe  w^as  direCled  from  hence  acrofs  the 
fouth-eaft  entrance  of  the  Canal  de  Revilla  Gi- 
gedo,  with  a  favorable  gale,  though  we  were  not 
more '  fortunate  in  being  able  to  fee  round  us, 
than  wdien  we  palled  the  fame  region  on  the  4th; 

for 
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for  immediately  after  noon  the  weather  became 
extremely  thick  and  hazy,  with  intervals  of  fog; 
and,  towards  the  evening,  a  very  heavy  fwell 
rolled  from  the  S.  W.  and  broke  upon  the  fliores 
with  great  violence,  and  with  every  other  ap¬ 
pearance  of  an  approaching  ftorm.  Before  dark, 
however,  we  reached  the  cove  that  had  afforded 
us  flielter  under  fimilar  circumftances  on  the 
evening  of  the  3d  ;  here  we  refted  for  the  night, 
which  was  more  temperate  than  we  had  reafoii 
to  expedl,  and  early  on  the  following  morning, 
Thurfday  the  15th,  we  again  bent  our  way  to- 
w^ards  the  veffels. 

.  In  the  forenoon  we  reached  that  arm  of  the 
fea,  whofe  examination  had  occupied  our  time 
from  the  27th  of  the  preceding  to  the  2d  of  this 
month.  The  diftance  from  its  entrance  to  its 
fource  is  about  70  miles  ;  which,  in  honor  of  the 
noble  family  of  Bentinck,  I  named  Portland’s 
Channel. 

Our  provifions  being  now’’  fo  nearly  exhaufted, 
that  we  each  dined  this  day  on  half  a  pint  of  peas, 
we  were  under  the  neceffity  of  keeping  on  our 
oars,  or  under  fail,  all  night ;  and  about  feven 
in  the  morning  of  Friday  the  l6th,  we  arrived  on 
board,  much  to  the  fatisfadtion  of  all  parties,  as 
W'e  had  now  been  almoft  Intirely  confined  to  the 
boats  for  twenty-three  days ;  in  which  time  w  e 
had  traverfed  upw^ards  of  700  geographical  miles, 

without 
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without  having  advanced  our  primary  objeft  of 
tracing  the  continental  boundary,  more  than  2Q 
leagues  from  the  ftation  of  the  veflels.  Such 
were  the  perplexing,  tedious,  and  laborious  means 
by  which  alone  we  were  enabled  by  degrees  to 
trace  the  north-weftern  limits  of  the  American 
continent. 

Our  return  was  attended  with  much  relief  to 
the  feelings  of  thofe  on  board,  who  had  begun  to 
fuffer  the  greateft  anxiety  for  our  welfare  ;  all 
of  whom  I  had  the  fatisfaftion  of  finding  per¬ 
fectly  well,  and  alfo  that  the  feveral  requifite  fer- 
vices  were  completed,  and  that  the  weather  had 
been  fufficiently  clear  to  admit  of  fuch  aftrono- 
mical  obfervations  being  procured  as  w^ere  fatis- 
faCtory  for  all  our  purpofes. 

By  the  timely  affiftance,  and  the  great  care 
that  had  been  taken  of  the  two  w^ounded  men, 
who  were  each  valuable  in  their  refpeClive  ftations, 
they  were  both  in  a  fair  way  of  recovery  ;  and  as 
w'e  had  no  objeCl  to  detain  us  longer  in  this  fitua- 
tion,  I  gave  directions  that  every  thing  fiiould  be 
taken  from  the  (liore,  and  the  vefiTels  got  in  rea- 
dinefs  to  proceed  down  the  inlet  in  the  morning. 

Mr.  Johnftone  had  returned  on  the  30th  of 
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July.  I  learned  from  him,  that  on  his  quitting 
the  Ihip  he  had  been  greatly  retarded  in  his  pro- 
grefs  fouthw^ard,  by  ftrong  breezes  that  prevailed 
from  that  quarter,  and  that  it  was  not  until  five 
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in  the  evening  of  the  24th,  that  he  and  his  party- 
reached  the  northernmoft  opening,  or  bay,  that 
we  had  pafled  by  in  the  fhlp.  They  ufed  their 
utmoft  endeavors  to  commence  their  furvey  on 
the  continental  lliore  at  point  Malkelyne  ;  but 
the  wind,  attended  with  much  fea,  being  ad- 
verfe  to  this  defign,  they  entered  this  opening, 
in  order  to  profecute  the  further  examination  of 
it,  until  the  weather  might  become  more  mode¬ 
rate.  This  engaged  but  little  of  their  time,  as 
it  proved  to  be  only  a  fpaclous  bay,  with  a  very 
fliallow  bank  extending  from  its  fliores  in  all  di- 
redtions  ;  along  this  they  rowed  with  fcarcely  a 
fufficient  depth  of  water  for  the  boats,  until  they 
arrived  at  its  north-eafi:  end,  when  the  water 
fuddenly  deepened  from  five  feet  to  two  and  five 
fathoms,  and  then  as  fuddenly  became  iliaiiow 
again.  The  bank,  which  was  flat  a  long  way 
from  the  fliore  quite  round  the  bay,  prevented 
their  landing  for  the  night,  and  obliged  them  to 
come  to  a  grapnel  and  nefl:  in  the  boats.  The 
fmall  opening  in  the  fliallow  bank  was  the  mouth 
of  a  little  river,  not  exceeding  in  width,  accord¬ 
ing  to  Mr.  Johnftone’s  efflmatlon,  a  fhip’s  length  ; 
and  from  every  appearance  it  feemed  to  be  navi¬ 
gable  only  'for  canoes.  Through  this  narrow 
entrance  both  the  flood  and  ebb  tide  ruflied  with 
great  ioixe’,  but  more  particularly  the  latter  ;  and 
thoiip-h  it  is  not  more  than  four  mules  from  the 
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main  arm,  where  the  water  is  in  all  relpedls  com¬ 
pletely  oceanic,  that  which  was  difcharged  here 
at  the  latter  part  of  the  ebb  was  perfectly  frefli. 
The  natives,  whoi  had  vlfited  the  flilps  when  in 
its  vicinity,  now  paid  their  refpedls  to  the  boats, 
and  by  repeating  their  vlfit  in  the  night,  occa- 
fioned  fome  little  alarm  to  the  party.  They  had 
foon,  how^ever,  the  fatisfadtion  of  being  con¬ 
vinced,  that  thefe  Indians  had  no  inhofpitable 
defign  ;  for,  on  their  being  made  fenfible  that 
their  attendance  was  unfeafonable,  they  imme- 
diately  retired,  after  throwing  fome  fifh  into  one 
of  the  boats.  On  the  Indians  firft  meeting  our 
party  in  the  evening,  they  had  been  defired  to 
procure  them  fome  fifli ;  this  they  promiled  to 
do,  and  it  is  therefore  charitable  to  fuppbfe,  that 
this  was  the  objedl  of  their  late  vifit. 

In  the  morning  of  the  25th,  being  affifted  by 
a  ftrong  ebb  tide,  they  quitted  this  fmall  river, 
which,  with  the  other  in  port  Effington  obferved 
in  Mr.  Whidbey’s  late  excurfion,  are  the  only 
tv/o  ftreams  that  had  yet  been  difcovered  to  the 
north  of  the  river  Columbia.  Thefe  arc  too  in- 
fignificant  to  be  dignified  by  the  name  of  rivers, 
and  in  truth  fcarcely  defcrve  the  appellation  of 
rivulets ;  but  fliould  it  hereafter  be  thought  ex¬ 
pedient,  in  fupport  of  the  late  prevalllng'concelts, 
and  to  cilabliih  the  pretended  difeoveries  of  De 
Font,  De  Fonta,  or  De  Fuentes,  that  one  oi  thefe 
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brooks  fliould  be  confidered  as  the  Rio  de  los 
Keys  leading  into  lake  Bell,  I  muft  beg  leave  to 
premlfe,  that  neither  of  their  entrances  will  be 
met  with  under  the  parallels  of  43,  5  3,  or  03  de¬ 
grees  of  north  latitude  ;  thefe  being  the  fcveral 
different  pofitlons  affigned  to  the  entrance  of  this 
moft  famous  Rio  de  los  Pteys,  by  fpeculative 
clofet  navigators. 

Had  any  river  or  opening  in  the  coaft-exlfted 
near  either  the  43d  or  53d  parallel  of  north  la¬ 
titude,  the  plaufible  fyftem  that  has  been  eredted 
would  moft  likely  have  been  deemed  perfedl ; 
but,  unfortunately  for  the  great  ingenuity  of  its 
hypothetical  proje6iors,  our  pra6iical  labours  have 
thus  far  made  it  totter  ;  the  pofition  of  the  former 
ftream,  feen  by  Mr.  Whidbey,  falling  into  port  Ef- 
fington,  being  in  latitude  54°  1  that  of  the  latter, 
in  latitude  54°  5Q^;  neither  ofwhich  wdll  corref- 
pond  with  any  of  the  pofitlons  above  mentioned. 

The  25th  w^as  wdiolly  employed  by  Mr.  John- 
ftone’s  party  in  reaching  point  MalEelyne,  where 
the  next  morning  they  re-commenced  the  furvey 
of  the  continental  fliore  from  this  point,  purfulng 
it  up  a  branch  that  took  immediately  a  fouth- 
eaft  dlredlion  from  it,  until  late  in  the  afternoon, 
when  it  was  found  to  terminate  in  latitude  5 
20^  longitude  230*^  2P.  Its  fnores  approach 
within  about  half  a  mile  of  the  north-eaft  part 
of  port  Ellington.  The  fouth-w^ft  fliores  of  this 
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arm  were  nearly  ftraight  and  compadl.  Its  general 
width  from  one  and  a  half  to  tw^o  miles,  except¬ 
ing  about  fix  or  feven  miles  within  the  entrance, 
where  it  was  much  narrower.  From  the  head 
of  this  branch  they  returned  along  the  north-eafi: 
iTiore,  and  about  dark  entered  a  narrow  opening, 
which,  on  the  morning  of  the  27th,  was  found 
to  ftretch  irregularly,  firfi:  tow^ards  the  north  and 
N.  W.  near  four  miles,  and  then  to  the  E.  N.  E. 
to  latitude  54°  3lF,  longitude  230°  iG''.  This 
branch,  generally  preferving  the  width  of  a  mile, 
decreafed  at  the  end  of  its  north -weftcrly  courfe, 
by  the  projedlion  of  two  points,  to  about  50  fa¬ 
thoms.  The  point  extending  from  the  weftern 
fhore  is  a  remarkably  fheep,  rocky  precipice,  and 
at  high  water  becomes  an  ifland.  This  had  for¬ 
merly  been  appropriated  to  the  refidcnce  of  a 
very  numerous  tribe  of  Indians,  whofe  habita¬ 
tions  w^ere  now  fallen  into  decay,  but  it  flill  re¬ 
tained  the  appearance  of  having  been  one  of  the 
moft  confiderable  and  populous  villages  that  Mr. 
Johnftone  had  yet  feen.  On  their  return  its  en¬ 
trance  was  reached  about  noon ;  and  the  la¬ 
titude  obferved  there  was  54°  24^  longitude 
230°  10^ 

As  it  was  in  this  arm  that  Mr.  Brown  had 
found  occafion  to  chaftize  the  natives  by  cannon¬ 
ading  their  village,  our  party  was  much  furprized 
that  not  a  fingle  inhabitant  fhould  have  been  feen, 
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fince  thofe  who  had  vifited  them  on  the  2-1  th  at 
night ;  this  induced  a  more  minute  examination 
of  the  fhores,  and  in  the  morning  of  the  28th, 
their  attention  was  miore  particularly  dirc<5i:ed  to 
thofe  of  that  bay  in  which  as  they  had  under- 
ftood  the  affray  had  happened.  At  the  head  of 
,it  was  found  a  fmall  projecting  rock,  on  which 
were  the  remains  of  a  few  Indian  habitations  that 
appeared  to  have  been  very  recently  deferted.  The 
holes  where  the  fhot  had  made  their  w^ay  through 
the  houfes,  proved  it  to  be  the  identical  place 
deferibed  by  Mr.  Brown. 

As  they  kept  along  the  eaft  or  continental 
fhore,  they  arrived  in  the  main  inlet  by  a  narrow'' 
channel  about  half  a  mile  long,  and  about  tw’o 
miles  to  the  eaftward  of  the  place  where  they 
had  entered  it,  making  the  intermediate  land  an 
ifland,  a  league  long,  and  half  a  league  broad. 
Behind  this  ifland  was  a  fmall  arm  extending  to 
the  fouth-eaft,  about  two  miles,  and  then  to  the 
north-eaft  about  twice  that  diitance.  The  fol¬ 
lowing  day  another  fmall  arm  about  three  quar¬ 
ters  of  a  mile  wide  was  entered  in  latitude  54® 
45',  longitude  22(f  50^'  \  which,  after  ftretching 
ins:  four  miles  to  the  N.  N.  E.  divided  into  two 

O 

branches,  one  takina:  a  courfe  of  about  a  ieajjue 
N.  by  E.  where  it  Joined  the  main  inlet,  making 
the  wxftern  land  an  ifland  lying  about  N.  N.  E. 
and  S.  S.  W.  five  miles  in  length,  and  half  a 
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league  broad  ;  the  other  extending  irregularly  to¬ 
wards  the  S.  E.  where,  in  latitude  54®  40^^  lon¬ 
gitude  230^  13^  it  terminated  in  low  marfliy 
land,  like  the  generality  of  the  others  wdiich  we 
had  explored. 

The  furvey  of  this  arm  occupied  the  party  the 
wEole  of  the  29th,  and  on  the  30th  they  entered 
the  only  opening  remaining  unexarnined.  ItsS.W. 
point  of  entrance,  off  which  lie  fome  rocky  iflets, 
is  fituated  in  latitude  54°  51i\  longitude  229® 
5/'";  this  is  about  a  mile  in  width,  and  termi¬ 
nated  at  the  diftance  of  about  fix  miles  from  its 
entrance,  in  a  dlredion  N.  50  E. 

Having  thus  accomplilTied  the  fervice  they 
were  fent  to  perform,  Mr.  Johnftone  returned 
with  his  party  towards  the  Ihips,  where  they  ar¬ 
rived  about  nine  in  the  evening,  after  experienc¬ 
ing,  during  this  excurlion,  nearly  an  uninterrupt¬ 
ed  feries  of  fair  and  pleafant  weather. 

Nothing  of  any  note  having  occurred  during 
my  abfence,  I  fliall  conclude  this  chapter  by  the 
infertion  of  the  aftronomical  and  nautical  obfer- 
vations  made  at  this  place ;  and,  in  confequence 
of  our  having  been  fo  fortunate  as  to  be  able  to 
obtain  thofe  that  were  effential  for  correcting  our 
former  furvey,  and  tor  our  future  regulation  in 
that  refpeCl,  this  branch  obtained  the  name  of 
Ob  SERVATORY  Inlet  ;  and  the  cove,  where  the 
veffels  were  ftationed,  that  of  Salmon  Cove, 

from 
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from  the  abundance  of  that  kind  of  fiih  that  were 
there  taken. 


ASTRONOMICAL  AND  NAUTICAL  OBSERVATIONS, 


Longitude  of  the  obfervatory,  by  Kcndali’s 


chronometer,  on  the  24th  of  July,  accord- 

ing  to  the  Relloration-bay  rate 

- 

230° 

53' 

15" 

Arnold’s  No.  14,  by  the  fame  rate 

230 

9 

45 

Ditto,  No.  176,  ditto 

- 

- 

230 

27 

30 

Ditto,  No.  82,  ditto. 

on  board  the  Chatham 

230 

10 

Longitude  of  the  obfervatory,  ded 

luced  horn  lunar  diftances, 

9  fets  taken  by  Mr.  Whidbey, 

on  27th  July, 

Q  eall  of  ([ 

- 

- 

229° 

56' 

37" 

1  5  fets  by  ditto,  on 

28th  July,  ! 

@  eafl  of  d 

230 

7 

9 

16  ditto. 

29, 

ditto, 

230 

9 

25 

1 2  ditto, 

30, 

ditto, 

230 

8 

59 

6  ditto, 

31, 

ditto. 

230 

4 

47 

12  ditto, 

11th  Aug. 

Q  wcR  of  d 

230 

34 

34 

1 6  ditto, 

12, 

ditto 

230 

36 

1 6 

12  ditto, 

15, 

ditto 

230 

26 

49 

The  mean  of 

93  fets,  colletlively  taken 

- 

230 

15 

32 

12  fets  by  Mr.  Baker,  28th  July, 

eaR  of  d 

230 

4 

27 

16  ditto. 

29, 

ditto 

229 

58 

33 

12  ditto, 

30, 

ditto 

230 

10 

12  ditto, 

1  1th  Aug. 

well  of  d 

'1  .V  ^ 

230 

34 

36 

12  ditto. 

12, 

ditto 

230 

12 

12 

12  ditto, 

■15, 

ditto 

230 

25 

2 

The  mean  of 

— - 

- - 

76  fets,  colic  lively  taken 

- 

230 

15 

10 

9  fets  by  Mr. Orchard,  27th  July,  0  ^  230 

7 

5 

12  ditto, 

28, 

ditto 

230 

4 

41 

16  ditto. 

29, 

ditto 

229 

55 

25 

10  ditto, 

30, 

ditto 

230 

13 

16 

O  4 


200 

A  VOYAGE  OF  DISCOVERY 

[august. 

12 

ditto, 

1 1th  Aug. 

weft  of  d 

230°; 

38'  J 

bAh 

16 

ditto, 

12, 

ditto 

230 

5 

28 

8 

ditto, 

15, 

ditto 

230 

16 

36 

The  mean  of 

13  fets  colle^l'ively  taken 

- 

230 

21 

20 

2  fets  by  Mr.  Ballard, 

27th  July, 

eaft  of  d 

229 

46 

45 

12 

ditto, 

28, 

ditto 

330 

7 

48 

16 

ditto. 

29, 

ditto 

2:50 

2 

39 

6 

ditto. 

30, 

ditto 

230 

1 5 

7 

12 

ditto, 

1  ith  Aug. 

weft  of  d 

230 

'34 

23 

12 

ditto, 

12, 

ditto 

230 

31* 

41 

12 

ditto, 

13, 

ditto 

230 

17 

48 

The  mean  of 

J 

^72  fets,  - 

colleHively  taken 

- 

230 

1 6 

39 

6  fets,  1 

by  Mr.  Pigot, 

30th  July, 

Q  eaft  of  d 

230 

13 

12 

6 

ditto. 

31, 

ditto 

230 

2 

53 

5 

ditto, 

12  th  Aug. 

weft  of  d  230 

22 

21 

Tlie  mean  of 

n  fets, 

colle£lively  taken 

230 

12 

8 

The  mean  of  the  whole,  amounting  to  346 
fets,  each  fet,  as  ufual,  containg  6  obfcrva- 
tions,  colle^ively  taken  -  -  230  1 6  30 

Latitude,  by  12  meridional  altitudes  of  the 
fun,  and  one  meridional  altitude  of  a  liar, 
differing  from  55°  15'  to  55”  16^',  gave  a 
mean  refult  of  -  -  -  55  15  34 

Allowing  the  true  longitude  of  the  obfervatory 
to  be  230°  16' 30",  and  by  ten  days’  cone- 
fponding  altitudes,  Kendall’s  chronometer 
was,  at  noon  on  the  15th  of  Auguft,  found 
to  be  fall  of  mean  time  at  Grenwich  2^  32'  15"  42'" 
And  gaining,  per  day,  on  mean  time,  at  the 

rate  of  -  -  24  23 

.Arnold’s 
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Arnold’s  No.  14,  fall  of  mean  time  at  Green¬ 
wich  -  -  -  s’*  20'  46”  42” 

And  gaining,  per  day,  at  the  rate  of  -  19  37 

Arnold’s  No  116,  fall  of  mean  time  at 

Grenwich  -  -  5  37  13  42 

And  gaining,  per  day,  at  the  rate  of  -  42  54 

Arnold’s  No.  82,  fait  of  mean  time  at  ditto  6  39  2  42 

And  gaining,  per  day  -  -  32  25 

The  variation  of  the  magnetic  needle,  by 
four  compafics,  on  fhore,  in  40  fets  of 
azimuths,  differing  from  22®  16' to  28°  16', 
gave  a  mean  refuit  of  -  25°  18'  eaflwardly. 

The  vertical  inclination  of  the  magnetic 
needle  was, 

Marked  end  North,  face  Eafl  -  74  33 

Ditto  ditto,  Weft  -  76  33 

Marked  end  South,  face  Eafl  -  75  53 

Ditto  ditto,  Weft  -  76  47 


Mean  inclination  of  marine  dipping 

needle  -  -  75  54I 

ii 

The  tide  wa^s  obferved  to  rife  generally  about 
lO  feet,  and  to  be  high  water  8''  after  th^ 
moon  paffed  the  meridian. 

N.  B.  The  longitude  of  the  feveral  ftations 
between  Reftoration  bay  and  Obfervatory  inlet 
are  corredted  by  the  obfervations  made  at  the 
latter  place.' 


CHAPTER 
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CHAPTER  VI. 


Quit  Objervatory  Inlet — Proceed  to  the  North-wejl 
Dejcription  of  Port  Stewart — Vijlted  by  the  Na¬ 
tives — Account  of  two  Boat  Pxcurfons, 

\ 

route  by  which  the  veffels  had  advanced 
to  Salmon  cove,  being  infinitely  better  far 
them  to  purfue  towards  cape  Caamano,  than  the 
intricate  channel  through  which  I  had  pafTed  in 
the  boats,  we  weighed  with  the  intention  of  di- 
refting  our  courfe  thus  about  fix  in  the  morning 
of  Saturday  the  17th;  but  having  a  flrong  gale 
from  the  fouthward,  we  made  little  progrefs 
windward. 

On  heaving  up  the  befl:  bower  anchor,  wc 
found  the  cable  nearly  divided,  and  although  this 
cable  had  been  very  little  ufed,  it  was  intirely 
worn  out ;  under  this  circumftance,  I  thought 
we  were  very  fortunate  In  faving  the  anchor, 
which,  had  the  cable  broke,  mufl:  have  fallen  to 
a  fathomlefs  depth. 

By  eight  In  the  evening,  we  had  advanced 
about  feven  miles  from  Salmon  cove,  where  we 
anchored  for  the  ni^rht,  near  fome  rocks  on  the 
weftera  fhoie,  in  85  fathoms  w^ater,  and  Readied 

with 
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with  a  hawfer  to  the  trees  on  the  fliore.  At  five 
the  following  morning,  Sunday  the  1 8th,  we 
again  made  fail  with  the  tide  in  our  favor,  but 
with  a  ftrong  unfavorable  gale  from  the  fouth- 
ward,  with  fqually  and  mifty  weather  ;  and,  not- 
w  ithftanding  the  wind  was  very  powerful,  the 
flaip  was  fo  much  affedled  by  counter  currents, 
that  both  flaying  ar>d  wearing  were  attended  with 
many  difappointments,  and  accomplifhed  with 
great  difficulty.  Thefe  very  unpleafant  inter¬ 
ruptions  conflantly  attended  our  navigating  this 
broken  region.  The  Chatham  drew  three  feet 
lefs  water  only  than  the  Difeovery  ;  and  it  is  a 
circumflance  worthy  of  remark,  that  flie  but  fel- 
dom  felt,  and  never  in  an  equal  degree,  the  in¬ 
fluence  of  thefe  contending  ftreams,  by  wTich 
we  had  been  fo  continually  annoyed.  Thefe 
were  fbmetimes  indicated  by  ripplings  on  the 
furface  of  the  water,  but  at  others  we  felt  their 
effedt,  though  there  were  no  vifible  figns  of  their 
exiflence. 

As  we  pafTed  the  fmall  rivulet  that  Mr.  John- 
flone  had  vifited,  wc  again  obferved  the  fea  to 
be  covered,  to  the  depth  of  two  or  three  feet,  by 
a  very  light  coloured  muddy  water,  under  which 
it  evidently  retained  its  oceanic  colour  and  qua¬ 
lities. 

The  Indians,  inhabiting  the  neighbourhood, 
approached  us  without  fear,  and  feemed  very 

friendly 
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friendly  difpofed,  but  no  one  of  them  would  ac¬ 
company  us  to  the  oppofite  fhore  ;  where,  about 
three  in  the; afternoon,  on  the  flood-tide  making 
againfl:  us,  we  anchored  in  45  fathoms  water, 
and,  as  before,  fleadied  by  a  hawfer  to  the  trees. 
During  the  afternoon  the  wind  blew  ftrong  from 
the  fouthward,  and  our  time  was  employed  in 
replacing  our  difabled  cable  with  a  new  one.  A 
want  of  wind,  and  the  flood-tide,  prevented  our 
weighing  until  nine  the  following  morning, 
Monday  »t he  IQth,  w  hen,  with  the  ebb  tide,  we 
again  proceeded,  but  did  not  reach  the  entrance 
of  Obfervatory  inlet  until  tw^o  o’clock  in  the 
morning  of  Tuefday  the  20th  ;  a  diftance  of  not 
more  than  13  leagues  from  Salmon  cove. 

The  v/eft  point  of  Obfervatory  inlet  I  diftin- 
guifhed  by  calling  it  Point  Wales,  after  my 
much-efteemed  friend,  Mr.  Wales,  of  Chrift’s 
Hofpital ;  to  whofe  kind  Inftrudiion,  in  the  early 
part  of  my  life,  I  am  indebted  for  that  informa¬ 
tion  w^hich  has  enabled  me  to  traverfe  and  deli¬ 
neate  theie  lonely  regions. 

Having  again  reached  Chatham’s  found,  w^e 
lay  to  until  day-light,  wdien  our  courfe  w^as  di- 
redled  along  the  northern  fiiore,  to  the  fouthward 
of  the  iflets  and  rocks  that  lie  off  cape  Fox,  paf- 
f  ng  between  two  and  three  miles  of  the  north 
fide  oi  Dundas’s  iflaiid,  along  which  are  a  great 
number  of  rocks,  W.  by  S.  three  miles  from  its 

^  north- 
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north-weft  point,  which  is  fituated  in  latitude 
54^  3  8^  and  longitude  22Q®  20^,  lies  a  fmaller 
ifland,  furrounded  by  many  rocks ;  it  appeared 
to  be  about  two  leagues  in  circuit,  and  is  called 
in  Sen’*  Caamaiio’s  chart,  the  Ifle  de  Zayas.  A 
favorable  breeze  now  attended  us  ;  and,  by  our 
obfervations,  the  latitude  at  noon  was  54^  44^, 
longitude  228^  59'.  In  this  fituation,  the  north 
fide  of  Dundas’s  ifland  bore,  by  compafs,  from 
N.  80  E,  to  S.  82  E.  ;  the  ifland  of  Zayas,  S.  55 
E.  to  S.  73  E. ;  diftant  three  or  four  leagues  ;  the 
fouthernmoft  of  the  rocks,  lying  oft  cape  Nor¬ 
thumberland  N.  89  W.,  three  miles  and  a  half; 
(this  is  a  round  lump  of  barren  rock,  very  fmall, 
always  above  water,  and  which  has  fome  breakers 
lying  at  a  little  diftance  off  its  fouth-eaft  fide  ;) 
and  the  fouth-eafternmoft  of  thofe  rocks  N.  22 
W.  This  laft  lies  from  the  fouth  rock  N.  43  E., 
diftant  four  miles  an,d  a  half,  and  is  a  low,  fiat, 
double  rock,  always  above  water,  and  has  much 
broken  ground  in  its  neighbourhood. 

In  the  afternoon  we  paffed  the  fouth -weftern- 
moft  of  the  above  rocks.  Thefe  latter  are  two  fmall 
rocks,  above  water,  with  much  broken  ground 
to  the  north  and  north-eaft  of  them,  and  in  a 
diredt  line  towards  the  fouth-eafternmoft  rocks  ; 
they  bear  by  compafs,  from  the  fouth  rock,  N. 
44  W.,  five  miles  and  a  half  diftant.  Between 
thefe  and  the  eaftern  fiiore  lie  many  dangerous 

rocks 
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rocks  and  breakers  ;  but  as  we  paffed  the  fouth 
rock,  I  did  not  obferVe  any  danger  to  the  north 
of  it,  between  it  and  the  other  rocks  ;  where  the 
channel,  to  all  appearance,  feemed  to  be  as  free 
from  impediments,  as  that  which  we  were  puf- 
fuing  towards  the  weftern  fhore  of  Sen’'  Caama- 
no’s  fuppofed  ftraits  of  De  Font.  Having  at  this 
time  a  frefh  gale  from  the  S.  W.>  with  a  very 
threatening  unpleafant  appearance  of  weather, 
which  however  gave  us  no  other  annoyance  than 
a  little  rain,  we  were  enabled  to  make  great  pro- 
grefs,  and  paffed  a  fmall  opening  that,  for  a  fhort 
dlftance,  took  a  fouth-wefterly  direfllon.  Its  en¬ 
trance  is  fituated  in  latitude  54^  58V,  longitude 
228°  22^;  from  whence,  about  a  league  N.  by  W., 
an  extenfive  found  was  paffed,  taking  a  fouth- 
wefterly  direftlon,  and  appearing  to  be  divided 
into  feveral  branches,  with  fome  iflands  lying  be¬ 
fore  its  entrance.  From  this  found,  which  I 
have  diftinguiflied  as  Moira’s  Sound,  after  the 
noble  Earl  of  that  title,  the  weftern  fhores  takes 
a  diredlion  nearly  north,  and  forms  fome  bays ; 
the  largeft  of  thefe,  fituated  in  latitude  55°  8^ 
has,  in  and  before  it,  feveral  fmall  iflets;  the 
outermoft  is  by  far  the  largeft ;  and  as  it,  in 
many  points  of  view,  refembled  a  wedge,  it  ob¬ 
tained  the  name  of  Wedge  Island  ;  from  its 
fouth  point  lies  a  ledge  of  dangerous  rocks,  on 
’iwhich  the  fea  broke  with  great  violence. 


The 
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The  land  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Moira’s 
found  is  high,  and  rather  fteep  to  the  fca  :  but  as 
we  advanced  beyond  Wedge  ifland,  the  ftraight 
and  compaft  fhores  were  more  moderately  ele¬ 
vated,  and  the  interior  country  was  compofed  of 
lofty,  though  uneven  mountains,  producing  an 
almoft  impenetrable  foreftof  pine  trees,  from  tlic 
water  fide  nearly  to  their  fummits  ;  but  by  no 
means  fo  high  as  thole,  we  had  been  accuftomed 
to  fee  in  the  more  inland  countries.  About  eight 
in  the  evening,  ftill  continuing  along  the  wef- 
tern  lliore,  we  arrived  off  a  projedling  point, 
fituated  in  latitude  55“  longitude  228®  18^, 
where,  gaining  foundings  at  the  depth  of  47  fa¬ 
thoms,  we  anchored  for  the  night  about  a  quar¬ 
ter  of  a  mile  from  the  fliore. 

The  winds  were  light  and  variable  the  next 
morning,  Wednefday  the  2 1  ft,  but  having  a  flood 
tide  in  our  favor  w^e  again  proceeded,  and  foon 
afterv/ards  we  pafled  the  entrance  of  another 
found,  which  in  extending;  to  the  fouthward  di- 
vided  into  feveral  branches;  this  I  called  Chol- 
mondeley’s  Sound.  A  fmall  Ifland  lies  to  the 
north-weft  of  its  entrance,  the  eaft  point  of  w^hich 
lies  N.  75  W.,  two  miles  and  a  half  from  the 
point,  under  which  we  had  laft  anchored.  Noon 
brought  us  by  our  obfervations  to  the  latitude  of 
-55°  22^  longitude  228^  2  ih  In  this  fituation  wx 
had  a  more  diftindl  view  of  the  t'wo  great  branches 

of 
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of  this  arm  of  the  fea,  than  we  had  as  yet  ob¬ 
tained.  That  leading  to  the  north-eaft,  being 
the  fame  we  had  palfed  through  in  the  boats,  we 
were  in  fome  meafure  acquainted  with,  but  the 
other  ftretching  to  the  north-weft  appeared  of 
greater  extent,  and  feemed  to  be  the  main  branch 
of  the  inlet. 

On  reference  to  Sen’*  Caamano’s  chart,  a  very 
diftant  land  on  its  north -eaftern  fliore  appeared 
to  be  that  to  which  he  had  given  his  own  name. 
W  e  were  now  much  higher  up  the  inlet  than  that 
gentleman  had  been,  and  as  the  land  in  that 
neighbourhood  did  not  appear  to  form  any  con- 
fpicuous  point,  and  as  I  wifhed  to  commemorate 
his  refearches,  I  gave  his  name  to  the  point  that 
divided  the  two  branches,  calling  it  Cape  Caa- 
MANo,  which,  in  our  then  fituation,  bore  by 
compafs  N.  50  W.  four  or  five  miles  diftant,  and 
is  fituated  in  latitude  55°  29',  longitude  228°  1 
The  north-eafternmoft  land  before  mentioned  in 
the  north-weft  branch,  bore  by  compafs  N.  0-1 
W.,  its  remoteft  part  on  the  oppofite  fliore,  N. 
80  W.,  and  its  fouth  point  of  entrance  S.  74  W. 
To  the  fouthward  of  this  point  another  opening 
of  much  apparent  confequence  extended  in  a  pa¬ 
rallel  direftion,  and  the  fhores  in  its  neighbour¬ 
hood  feemed  to  be  greatly  divided. 

The  weather  being  calm,  a  good  opportunity 
was  afforded  to  a  party  of  the  natives  from  the 

weftern 
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weftern  fliore  to  pay  us  a  vlfit.  They  approached 
us  with  little  hefitation,  and  one  amongfl:  their 
number^  wh'o  bore  the  eharabler  of  an  inferior 
thief,  fequefted  our  permiflioti  to  be  admitted 
on  board.  On  this  being  granted,  he  gave  us  to 
underftaild  that  he  was  acquainted  with  moll  of 
the  traders  on  the  coaft,  and  faid  that  he  belonged 
to  a  powerful  chief  whofe  name  Was  0-non~nts-^ 
toy,  the  U-en-Smoket,  of  U-en-Stikiny  and  pointed 
out  his  refidenc’e  to  be  up  the  north-weft  branch. 
He  defired  we  would  fire  a  gun,  on  the  report  of 
which  this  great  chief  would  vifit  us,  with  an 
abundance  of  falrhon  and  fea  otter  fkins  to  barter 
for  our  comiiiodities.  His  requeft  being  com¬ 


plied  with,  he  defired  to  know  if  I  intended  to 
go  up  the  north-weft  branch,  and  on  being  an- 
fwered  in  the  affifrnative  he  appeared  to  be  much 
pleafed ;  but  on  being  told  that  we  fhould  firft 
vifit  that  to  the  north-eaft,the  intelligence  feemed 
not  only  to  produce  in  him  a  great  difappoint- 
merit,  but  to  incur  his  difapprobationi  He  en¬ 
deavoured  to  make  us  underftand,  that  in  thofe 

regions  we  Ihould  neither  meet  with  chiefs,  Ikins^ 

% 

nor  any  thing  worthy  our  refearch  ;  and  that  the 
people  who  refided  in  that  quarter  were  great 
thieves,  and  very  bad  men* 

Not  being  more  than  a  dozen  miles  at  this 
time  from  Efcape  point,  the  greateft  attention 
Was  paid  to  the  countenances  and  deportment  of 
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thefe  -ftrangers,  ufing  our  endeavours  to  recog¬ 
nize  in  them  any  of  the  treacherous  tribe  by 
whom  we  had  fo  recently  been  attacked but  as 
w'e  did  not  difcover  a  face  that  we  had  ever  feen 
before,  we  wctc  led  to  believe  there  might  be 
fome  truth  in  the  charadler  now  given  of  thofc 
refident  up  the  north-eaft  branch.  I  had,  how¬ 
ever,  long  been  convinced,  that,  confiftently  with 
prudence,  little  reliance  ought  to  be  placed  in 
fuch  reprefentations ;  for  had  our  reception  by 
thofe  people  been  the  very  oppofite  to  what  wc 
had  experienced,  this  man’s  report  would  moft 
probably  have  been  the  fame,  as  he  was  not  of 
their  fociety.  All  the  tribes  of  Indians  we  had  late¬ 
ly  met,  had  ufed  every  endeavour  and  artifice  to 
tempt  us  to  their  habitations,  but  their  motives 
for  fuch  preffing  folicitations  we  were  not  able  to 
difcover. 

About  two  o’clock  a  breeze  fprang  up  from  the 
fouth  weft,  wfith  which  our  courfe  was  fo  di-^ 
reded  as  to  pafs  to  the  north-eaft  of  cape  Caa- 
mano,  along  the  weftern  fliore  of  the  north- eaf- 
tern  branch  ;  which  when  our  vifitors  perceived, 
they  declined  attending  us  any  further ;  and  as 
the  chief  on  his  coming  on  board  had  given  me 
the  fkin  of  a  fca  otter  recently  killed,  I  made 
him  an  amp>le  return,  and  added  a  piece  of  blue 
cloth,  w'lilch  I  defired  he  would  prefent  in  my 
name  to  his  chief  Onoimtfloy,  This  he  under¬ 
took 
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took  to  perform  with  much  apparent  pleafure, 
and  on  my  promifing  to  vlfit  their  neighbour¬ 
hood,  he  took  leave  of  us,  feemingly  well  fatisfied 
wdth  his  reception. 

On  this  occafion  I  was  much  difpofed  to  pro¬ 
ceed  up  the  north-wxfi:  branch,  until  we  fliould 
meet  a  convenient  flopping  place  for  the  velTels; 
but  as  there  was  yet  a  probability  that  the  un¬ 
explored  openings  on  the  weflern  fliore  might 
communicate  with  that  branch,  or  poflibly  with 
the  ocean  further  to  the  norths  I  was  induced  to 
feek  an  anchorage  nearly  midway  between  the 
points  in  queflion.  For  this  purpofe  the  Chat¬ 
ham  was  fent  a-head,  and  in  the  evening  fire 
made  the  fignal  for  having  difcovered  an  eligible 
port  on  the  weflern  fliore,  in  which  flie  fhortly 
anchored ;  but  the  wind  failing  us,  we  were 
compelled  to  anchor  at  eight  in  the  evening  on 
the  outflde  in  54  fathoms  water,  and  fleadied  as 
before  with  a  hawfer  to  the  trees ;  having  in  out 
way,  about  two  leagues  to  the  north  of  cape  Caa- 
mano,  pafled  a  tolerably  deep  bay,  with  fome 
iflands  in  it,  which  I  did  not  confider  fufiiclently 
centrical  for  our  purpofe. 

Thurfday  the  2 2d,  The  port  was  found  to  be 
formed  by  a  fmall,  though  very  convenient  bay, 
with  feveral  iflets  lying  before  it,  which  fecured 
it  from  the  wind  in  all  dlre6lions  ;  and  being 
fltuated  and  circumflanced  much  to  my  wiflies, 
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we  ran  in  and  moored  in  fixteen  fathoms  water^ 
fandy  bottom,  about  a  cable’s  length  from  the 
weftern  fhore.  The  fouth  point  of  the  port  bore 
by  compafs  S.  6o  E.,  the  bottom  N.  52  W.,  and 
the  north  point  N.  B  W. ;  the  intermediate  fpace, 
between  the  north  and  the  fonth  point  of  the 
port,  was  ehieSy  occupied  by  iflets  and  rocks, 
admitting  of  channels  in  various  direilions.  The 
fouthernmoft  of  thefe  iflets,  having  a  fafe  paflhge 
all  round  it,  bore  by  compafs  N.  48  E. 

Great  plenty  of  excellent  water  w^as  found  clofe 
at  hand.  The  fhores  continuing  ftill  of  a  mode¬ 
rate  height,  and  being  covered  with  pine  trees, 
berry  buflies,  and  other  fbrubs,  rendered  this  as 
eligible  a  fituation  as  we  were  likely  to  obtain. 

The  boats  were  immediately  prepared  for  two 
long  excurfions;  Mr.  Whidbey  in  the  Difcovery’s 
large  cutter,  accompanied  by  Lieutenant  Baker 
in  the  launch,  with  fupplies  for  a  fortnight,  were 
to  proceed  and  finifti  the  furvey  of  thofe  branches, 
which  I  had  been  obliged  to  decline  towards  the 
conclufion  of  my  lafl:  excurfion ;  and  afterwards, 
to  continue  their  refearches  along  the  continental 
fliore,  fo  long  as  their  provifions  might  laft,  or 
till  it  led  them  back  to  the  ftation  of  the  veflbls. 

To  Mr.  Johnftone,  with  the  two  cutters,  as 
iifual,  the  other  expedition  w^as  entrufted  with 
provifions  for  ten  days.  He  was  to  return  to  cape 
Caamano,  for  the  purpofe  of  examining  the  ftar- 

board 
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board  fhore  of  the  north-weft  branch,  until  he 
fhould  find  it  communicate  with  the  ocean.  With 
thefe  directions  both  parties  proceeded  early  in. 
the  morning  of  Friday, the  23d. 

The  fituation  of  this  port  was  nearly  oppolite 
to,  and  about  four  miles  diftant  from,  Traitor’s 
cove  ;  but  as  we  now  faw  no  fmoke  or  other  figii 
of  inhabitants,  I  concluded  that  the  inhofpitable 
natives  had  abandoned  that  ftation. 

In  the  forenoon,  the  Indiaas  who  had  attended 
us  on  the  2lft  vilited  us  again,  though  without 
any  addition  to  their  party.  The  man,  to  whofe 
care  I  had  configned  the  prefent  for  his  chief, 
told  me,*  that  in  a  day  or  two  Onoyinljioy  would 
pay  us  a  vifit.  He  faid  the  chief  was  at  fbme 
diftance,  and  that  it  would  require  time  to  pre¬ 
pare  for  his  journey;  in  the  mean  while  he  fbli- 
cited  a  further  prefent  for  him,  as  a  teftimony  of 
our  friendly  intentions.  With  no  fmall  difficulty 
he  made  me  underftand  that  molafTes  would  be 
very  acceptable  to  Omnnifloy^  with  fbme  bread 
to  eat  wdth  it  Accordingly,  thefe,  with  fuch 
other  articles  as  I  confidered  the  occafion  de¬ 
manded,  were  entrufted  to  his  care,  and  he  de¬ 
parted  the  next  morning. 

The  weather,  fince  the  evening  of  the  21  ft, 
had  been  very  rainy,  attended  with  ftrong  winds 
and  fqualls  from  the  S.  E.,  which  continued  un¬ 
til  the  morning  of  Sunday  the  25th;  when  the 
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fky  being  ferene  and  clear,  I  v^as  enabled  to  pro«- 
cure  fome  good  obfervations  for  afcertaining  the 
iltuation  of  this  place,  and  found  them  to  agree 
very  nearly  with  my  calculation  in  our  late  boat 
cxcurfion.  The  fouthernmofi:  iiland  noticed  off 
this  port  having  then  been  a  particularly  marked 
point. 

About  midnight  we  were  difturbed  by  the 
^finging  of  a  party  of  the  natives,  as  they  entered 
the  harbour ;  from  whofe  noife  we  were  at  firft 
led  to  fuppofe  them  a  very  numerous  tribe,  but, 
on  a  nearer  approach,  it  proved  to  be  only  one 
canoe  containing  feventeen  perfons ;  who,  after 
paddling  round  the  veffels  with  their  ufual  for¬ 
malities,  landed  not  far  from  the  fhip,  where  they 
remained  finglng  until  day-break.  It  appeared 
that  much  time  had  been  beftowed  on  the  deco^. 
ration  of  their  perfons  ;  their  faces  w  ere  painted 
after  various  fancies,  and  their  hair  was  powdered 
with  very  delicate  white  down  of  young  fea  fowls. 
With  the  fame  ceremony  they  again  approached 

r 

the  fhip,  and  then  came  along  fide  with  the 
greateft  confidence. 

■  The  chief  of  the  party,  named  Kanaiit,  re- 
quelled  permiffion  to  come  on  board,  which 
being  immediately  granted,  he  prefented  me  with 
a  fea  otter  Ikin,  and  on  my  making  him  a  proper 
acknowledgment,  he  defired  that  a  traffic  with 
bis  people  and  ours  might  be  entered  into ;  in 
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the  condu<3:  of  which  they  proved  themfelves  to 
be  keen  traders,  though,  in  their  praife  it  muft 
be  acknowledged,  they  obferved  the  llrideft  ho- 
nefty  and  propriety  in  the  whole  of  their  dealings, 
which  were  accompanied  by  a  cheerful,  fociable, 
and  friendly  difpofition.  Thefe  good  folks  con¬ 
tinued  in  our  neighbourhood  until  Wednefday 
the  28th;  when,  having  dilpofed  of  fuch  articles 
as  they  were  inclined  to  part  with,  they  took  a 
moft  friendly  leave,  feemingly  much  pleafed  with 

■i. 

their  vlfit,  and  fpeaklng  in  the  higheft  terms  of 
Ononniftoy ;  who  they  acknowledged  as  their 
chief,  and  the  head  of  a  very  numerous  tribe. 

In  the  afternoon  Mr.  Whidbey  and  his  party 
returned,  after  having  traced  the  boundaries  of 
the  continental  fhore,  from  the  place  where  I  had 
quitted  It  to  this  ftation.  The  fcveral  arms  that 
I  had  left  unexamined  were  found  to  be  of  little 
extent. 

The  party  did  not  puriue  the  exadl  route  by 
which  I  had  proceeded  to  the  firfi:  of  thefe  arms, 
but  by  miftake  entered  the  fourth  opening,  which 
I  had  paffed  by  on  the  evening  of  the  1 1th,  and 
found  that  it  communicated  with  the  third  open¬ 
ing,  making  the  intermediate  land,  as  I  then  fuf- 
peeled  it  to  be,  an  ifland,  which,  after  one  of  the 
gentlemen  of  the  Chatham,  obtained  the  name 
of  Bell’s  Island;  it  was  about  two  leagues 
Jong,  lying  in  a  north-eaft  and  fouth-weft  direc- 

P  4  tion. 
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tion.  This  led  to  the  examination  of  the  third 
opening,  which,  in  latitude  55°  5?^  longitude 
228®  42^  was  found  to  terminate  in  the  ufual 
manner  ;  and  from  its  head,  nearly  in  a  fouth  di- 
re6tion  four  miles,  it  communicated  with  the 
channel  I  had  purfued;  having  in  that  route  palled 
the  fifth  opening,  and  another  leading  to  the 
north  behind  Bell's  ill  and.  The  fhores  of  this 
channel,  in  fome  places  not  more  than  a  quarter 
of  a  mile  apart,  were  high,  fteep,  and  rocky,  yet 
covered  with  pine  trees. 

Rainy  unpleafant  weather,  attended  w'ith  ad- 
verfe  winds,  rendered  their  progrefs  fo  flow,  that 
it  was  feven  in  the  morning  of  the  25th  before 
they  reached  the  firft  unexamined  opening,  which 
after  the  furgepn  of  the  Chatham  1  called  Wal¬ 
ker’s  Cove  ;  this  was  found  to  take  a  diredtion 
N.  Oo  E.  about  tvvo  leagues,  where  it  terminated 
in  low  marfhy  land,  extending  a  fmall  diftance 
from  the  high  fteep  rocky  barren  precipices  of 
the  furrounding  Ihqres.  On  returning,  they 
palled  between  fome  fmall  rocky  iflets,  lying  off 
its  northern  point  of  entrance ;  on  thefe  were  pro¬ 
duced  fome  groveling  pine  trees,  and  about  their 
lliores  were  a  great  number  of  fea  otters.  The 
next  objedl  of  their  purfuit  was  what  I  had  con- 
fidered  as  a  bay,  lying  from  Walkers  cove  N.  2/ 
W.,  diftant  about  five  miles.  This  was  found  to. 
be  about  one  mile  and  a  half  deep,  and  a  mile 

wide ; 
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•wide  ;  the  Ihores,  for  the  moft  part,  were  mode^ 
lately  elevated,  covered  with  w'ood,  and  termi^ 
nated  at  the  bottom  by  a  fandy  beach ;  from 
hence  in  their  way  to  point  Fitz-Gibbon  three 
ether  fmall  bays  or  coves  were  examined. 

Although  I  was  perfedlly  fatisfied  with  my  owfi 
examination  of  Burrough’s  bay,  yet  from  the 
muddy  appearance  and  freflinefs  of  its  water,  I 
was  induced  to  direct  this  further  examination, 
which  however  difeovered  no  new  circumftance, 
excepting  the  addition  of  a  third fmull  brook  flow¬ 
ing;  in  from  its  north-weft  fide. 

i  O 

Thefe  refearches  were  accompliihed  on  the 
26th  ;  on  their  way  that  morning  the  party  had 
flopped  to  breakfaftat  point  Fitz-Gibbon,  where 
they  had  met  fome  Indians,  who  were  extremely 
circumfped:  and  cautious  in  their  behaviour. 

One  man  by  himfelf  invited  them  at  firft  to 
the  fhore,  whence,  on  feeing  the  boat  flop,  he 
retired;  and  prefently  four  canoes,  containing 
about  ten  of  the  natives,  made  their  appearance 

t' 

from  a  fmall  cove,  a  little  to  the  fouthward  of 
the  point ;  one  of  thefe  only  advanced  within 
jnufket  fliot  of  the  party,  finging  fongs,  and  mak¬ 
ing  fpeeches,  but  they  could  not  be  prevailed  upon 
to  approach  nearer,  though  every  fign  of  friend- 
fhip  that  could  be  thought  of  was  made  ufe  of 
for  this  purpofe  ;  and  when  the  boats  were  pre¬ 
paring  for  their  departure,  thefe  good  folks  re¬ 
tired 
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tired  into  the  cove  from  whence  they  had  firft  ap¬ 
peared.  As  the  boats  proceeded  the  canoes  were 
foon  again  obferved  to  follow,  having  now  in- 
creafed  their  party  to  fifteen  or  twenty  perfons* 
They  ftill  continued  to  obferve  the  fame  diftant 
deportment,  and  on  feeing  the  boats  return  they 
crolTed  over,  and  landed  on  a  point  before  the 
boats  on  the  northern  fhore.  Notwithftanding  - 
that  looking  glafles,  and  fome  other  trifling  pre- 
fents,were  fattened  to  pieces  of  wood,  and  dropped 
a*ttern  for  them  whiltt  they  continued  to  follow 
the  boats,  and  that  thefe  were  all  carefully  picked 
up  by  them,  they  could  not  be  induced  to  leflen 
the  refpedlful  dittance  they  had  at  firtt  obferved. 

When  the  boats  came  near  to  the  point  on 
which  thefe  people  had  landed,  all  of  them  ex¬ 
cepting  three  who  remained  behind,  feemingly 
for  the  purpofe  of  guarding  their  arms,  and  one 
old  man,  who  was  feated  on  the  rocks  at  fome 
dittance,  advanced  unarmed  to  the  water  fide, 
each  bearing  a  green  bough,  and  finging  and 
dancing  in  a  mott  favage  and  uncouth  manner. 
The  boats  remained  ttationary  whiltt  thefe  rude 
performances  were  exhibiting ;  after  which  one 
of  the  natives- made  figns  that  two  perfons  fliould 
land  from  the  boats,  and  immediately  they  laid 
down  on  the  rocks  a  long  twitt  of  w^hite  wool, 
which  was  confidered  as  an  additional  token  of 
peace ;  it  was,  however,  deemed  mott  prudent 
,  .  to 
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to  decline  their  invitations,  and  having  thrown 
them  a  few  trivial  articles  more,  the  boats  pur- 
fiied  the  furvey  of  the  continental  fhore,  and  the 
canoes  returned  to  the  place  from  whence  they 
had  departed. 

The  behaviour  of  thefe  people  was  fo  totally 
unlike  the  conduct  of  any  we  had  yet  met  with, 
as  to  induce  an  opinion  in  Mr.  Whidbey  and  his 
party,  that  thefe  Indians  w^ere  a  part  of  that  tribe 
W’ho  had  attacked  the  yawl,  and  that  the  very  ex¬ 
traordinary  exhibition  they  had  made,  was  a  fup-- 
plication  for  mercy  and  forglvenefs.  Some  of 
the  gentlemen  then  prefent  having  accompanied 
me  in  my  lafi:  boat  excurfion,  were  perfectly  fa- 
tisfied  that  fome  of  thefe  Indians  were  amongft 
the  number  of  thofe  treacherous  people. 

About  feven  In  the  morning  of  the  27  th,  they 
entered  the  fmall  arm  above-mentioned  to  the 
weftward  of  the  third  unexplored  opening.  This 
was  found  to  be  about  half  a  mile  wide,  ftretching 
in  a  northerly  direction  about  a  league,  and  there 
terminating  in  latitude  55®  5  7^  longitude  228^ 
sC/,  by  a  fandy  beach,  over  which  feveral  ftreams 
of  frefh  water  rufhed  with  great  impetuofity.  The 
land  compofing  the  upper  part  of  this  fmall  arm 
was  of  a  moderate  height,  and  thickly  wooded. 
Here  they  met  another  fmall  party  of  the  natives, 
confifting  of  feven  men  only,  who  feemed  to  be 
prepared  to  oppofe  their  landing.  Their  canoes 

were 
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were  lodged  clofe  to  them,  near  a  miferable  fmall 
hut.  After  they  had  put  on  their  war  garments, 
they  advanced  to  meet  the  boat ;  one  of  them 
was  armed  with  a  mufket,  and  another  with  a 
piftol ;  thefe  they  cocked,  whilft  the  other  five, 
each  provided  with  a  bow,  and  plenty  of  arrows, 
had  them  in  readinefs  for  immediate  fervice.  Be- 
fide  thefe,  an  elderly  perfon  made  his  appearance 
at  a  little  diftance  ;  he  was  without  any  weapon, 
or  his  war  garment,  and  whilft  he  made  long 
fpeeches,  he  held  in  one  hand  the  fkin  of  a  bird, 
and  with  the  other  plucked  out  the  young  feathers 
and  down,  which  at  the  conclufion  of  certain  fen- 
tences  in  his  fpeech,  he  blew  into  the  air.  Thefe 
aftlons  being  confidered  by  Mr.'  Whidbey  and 
his  party  as  overtures  of  peace,  they  threw  fome 
fpoons,  and  other  trivial  articles  to  the  orator,  and 
gave  him  to  underftand  that  they  wanted  fome« 
thing  to  cat.  This  had  the  defired  effecft ;  for 
this  pacific  individual  ordered  thofe  who  were 
armed  to  retire,  and  fom.e  falmon  was  foon 
brought.  He  now  diredled  the  boats  to  come  to 
the  rocks,  where  he  delivered  them  the  fifli,  and 
he  received  in  return  fuch  articles  as  appeared  to 
be  highly  acceptable,  ftill  continuing  to  blow  the 
down  into  the  air,  as  he  plucked  it  from  the  bird’s 
fkin. 

This  cuftom  I  had  before  noticed  with  the  in*^ 
habitants  of  this  coaft,  but  had  never  fo  good  rx\ 

opportunity 
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opportunity  of  feeing  it  pradlifed,  nor  have  I  a 
clear  idea  to  what  particular  end  it  is  directed  ; 
but  as  it  has  generally  been  accompanied  by  pa¬ 
cific  meafures,  it  is  fair  to  prefume  that  it  is  in¬ 
tended  to  dlfplay  an  hofpitable  difpofition. 

To  have  landed  amongfl:  thefe  people,  who  ap¬ 
peared  to  be  fo  watchful  and  to  keep  themfelves 
fb  readily  on  their  defence,  could  have  anfwered 
no  good  purpofe  ;  nor  would  it  have  been  pru¬ 
dent,  for  the  fake  of  a  more  minute,  though  per¬ 
haps  not  lefs  equivocal,  inquiry  into  thefe  myfte- 
rlous  ceremonies,  to  have  attempted  a  further 
acquaintance,  at  the  rlfk  of  any  mifunderftanding. 
For  thefe  reafons,  therefore,  they  were  left  in 
quiet  pofiTeffion  of  their  dreary  rocks  ;  every  inch 
of  which  they  feemed  difpofed  to  have  difputed, 
had  our  people  perfifted  contrary  to  their  inclina¬ 
tions  ;  particularly  as  it  is  by  no  means  impro¬ 
bable,  that  this  party  had  either  been  concerned  in 
the  attack  upon  the  yawl,  or  that  they  had  re¬ 
ceived  intelligence  of  that  affray  from  fome  of 
their  neighbours. 

In  the  forenoon  the  fifth  opening  was  examin¬ 
ed.  Its  entrance  is  fituated  S.  56  W.,  about  a 
league  from  that  which  they  had  juft  quitted.  It 
was  found  to  be  not  more  than  half  a  mile  wide, 
extending  in  a  northerly  diredlion  about  a  league, 
and  then  terminating  in  like  manner  wdth  the 
various  other  branches  before  deferibed. 


The 
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The  fixth  unexplored  opening  employed  the 
afternoon.  This  was  found  to  be  in  general  fome- 
what  lefs  than  a  mile  in  width ;  in  it  were  fe- 
veral  funken  rocks.  It  extended  from  its  entrance 
N.  50  W.,  about  four  miles,  and  there  termi¬ 
nated  as  above,  in  latitude  55^  ol',  longitude  228® 
19^  In  a  bay  on  the  north- eafi:  fliore,  the  re¬ 
mains  of  an  Indian  village,  that  had  been  for¬ 
merly  of  confiderable  extent,  was  obferved  ;  but 
it  was  intirely  over-run  with  weeds,  fhrubs,  and 
fmall  trees ;  amongft  which  the  fmall  fruited 
crab  was  in  the  p^reatefi:  abundance,  and  its  fruit 
was  larger  and  better  tailed  than  any  before 
found. 

The  w^eather  during  the  greater  part  of  this  ex- 
curfion  having  been  rainy  and  very  unpleafant, 
and  Hill  continuing  fo,  the  party  w-ere  detained  in 
this  arm  until  the  forenoon  of  the  28th,  when 
they  proceeded  to  the  laft  opening  I  had  left  un¬ 
examined  ;  and  which,  I  had  imagined,  would 
be  found  either  to  have  communication  wdth  the 
great  north-weft  branch,  or  to  extend  far  to  the 
northward ;  but  it  was  now  proved  that  I  had 
been  fTiiftaken  in  both  thefe  conjeftures,  as  the 
opening  formed  only  a  fpaclous  bay.  Its  entrance 
was  nearly  a  league  wide,  lying  N.  8  W.  and  S. 

8  E.  ;  its  northernmoft  point  is  fituated  in  lati¬ 
tude  55^  48^  longitude  228®  25^,  from  w^hence 
the  north  fide  of  the  bay  takes  nearly  a  weft  direc¬ 
tion 
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tion  about  a  league  and  a  half,  forming  in  that 
fpace  three  or  four  coves,  and  rounding  fomewhat 
irregularly  to  its  fouthern  point  of  entrance;  within 
w^hich  is  an  ifland  about  a  league  in  circuit,  not 
admitting  of  any  navigable  channel  between  it 
and  the  fouth  fide  of  the  bay.  The  fhores  bound¬ 
ing  this  bay  are  very  moderately  elevated,  thickly 
wooded,  and  terminating  in  a  fandy  beach  nearly 
all  round.  The  interior  country  was  not  very 
high,  particularly  in  the  weftern  quarter,  where  a 
very  low  woodland  country  extended  nearly  as 
far  as  the  eye  could  reach.  This  low  land,  at  the 
dlftance  I  had  paffed  in  the  boats,  had  put  on  an 
appearance  that  induced  me  to  believe  it  to  be 
much  broken  and  divided. 

*  The  examination  of  this  bay  concluded  the 
fervlce  the  party  had  been  fent  to  perform,  and 
they  returned  on  board,  keeping  along  the  conti¬ 
nental  fhore  as  before  ftated. 

A  fliort  interval  of  fair  weather,  with  which 
we  had  but  feldom  been  indulged,  enabled  me  in 
the  forenoon  of  Friday  the  30th  to  make  fome 
further  celeftlal  obfervations ;  and  in  the  after¬ 
noon  wx  were  vifited  by  a  party  of  the'^natives 
confiftlng  of  twenty-five  perfons,  who  came  in 
three  canoes  from  the  fouthward.  Thefe  were 
'  ail  intlre  ftrangers  to  us,  and  were  conduced  by 
two  chiefs,  neither  of  whom  was  the  famous 
Qmnnljioy,  They  approached  us  with  the  fame 

formalities 
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formalities  as  thofe  obferved  by  bur  former  vifi- 
tors,  and  if  any  juft  conclufions  were  to  bedrawri 
from  their  deportment  on  coming  on  board,  we 
had  reafon  to  think  them  people  of  feme  import¬ 
ance  ;  and  I  was  confequently  induced  to  com¬ 
pliment  them  with  prefents  fuitable  to  their  ap-? 
parent  rank.  Thefe  they  accepted  with  indif¬ 
ference,  and  appeared  to  be  more  engaged  in 
common  converfation  with  each  otheri  than  irf 
noticing  us  or  any  of  the  furrounding  obje(SSf‘ 
Early  in'the  evening  they  retired  to  the  fhore,? 

where  they  formed  a  ternporary  habitation  ;  and 

« 

the  next  morning,  Saturday  the  31  ft,  we  w^ere 
again  favored  with  their  company,  Theyfnow 
appeared  to  be  more  fociably  inclined,  and  each 
prefented  me,  in  return  for  the  civilities  they  re¬ 
ceived  the  preceding  evening,  a  fea  otter  fkin,- 
and  dehred  that  a  commercial  intercourfe  might 
be  eftabliflied  between  us,  as  they  had'  hrought 
many  things  for  barter,  amongft  which  was  an 
abundance  of  the  fineft  frefli  falmon  we  had  feeri 
*  in  the  courfe  of  the  feafon.  Of  thefe  a  number 
fufficient  for  every  one  in  both  vedels  were  im^ 
mediately  purchafed. 

The  chiefs  remained  on  boafd  the  greater  parf 
of  the  forenoon,  and  became  very  fociable.  One 
of  them  had  a  very  open  cheerful  countenance> 
and  was  the  fineft  figure  of  a  man,  and  the  ftouteft 
made  Indian,  I  had  yet  feen  on  this  coaft.  He 

had 
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had  many  fears  about  him,  which  indicated  his 
having  been  a  great  warrior.  Bread  and  moIalTes 
were  the  greateft  treat  we  could  give  thefe  people; 
the  chiefs  eat  heartily  of  it,  and  diftributed  fome 
amongft  their  particular  friends  in  the  canoes 
alongfde.  In  return  for  this  delicious  repaft, 
they  took  much  pains  to  recommend  to  us  fome 
of  their  whale  oil,  which  flunk  mofl  intolerably. 
This  was  brought  into  the  cabin  in  a  bladder, 
out  of  which  a  fpoonful  was  very  carefully  poured 
by  the  chief,  who  extolled  its  fuperior  qualities, 
and  gave  us  to  underfland  that,  as  a  delicacy,  it 
was  quite  equal  to  our  treacle ;  and  it  was  not 
without  much  difficulty,  that  I  was  able  to  ex* 
cufe  myfelf  from  partaking  of  their  naufeous 
meal,  which  they  fecmed  to  relifli  in  the  higheft 
degree  ;  and  finilhed  it  with  a  large  glafs  of  rum, 
a  luxury  to  which  they  feemed  by  no  means 
flrangers. 

In  the  afternoon,  as  thefe  new  friends  of  ours 
were  vifiting  the  Chatham,  they  were  fuddenly 
furprlzed  by  the  arrival  of  a  large  canoe  full  of 
men  finging  a  fong,  and  keeping  time  by  the 
regularity  of  their  paddling.  Their  courfl,  di^ 
reeled  towards  the  Difcovery,  feemed  not  to  cor* 
rcfpond  with  the  wiffiesof  the  iormer  party,  who 
immediately  equipped  themfelves  in  their  wat 
garments,  and  their  fpears,  which  had  lain  in  the 
bottom  of  their  canoes,  were  now  got  to  hand, 
VoL.  IV.  ■  Q  and 
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and  couched  in  an  inclined  pofition,  with  their 
points  towards  the  new  comers.  Thus  prepared 
they  advanced  flowly  to  meet  them,  making  moft 
violent  and  paffionate  fpeeches,  which  were  an- 
fwered  in  a  fimilar  tone  of  voice  by  fome  perfons 
who  flood  up  in  the  large  canoe.  They  continued 
to  paddle  with  much  regularity  towards  each 
other ;  yet  thofe  who  had  now  entered  the  har- 
hour,  did  not  appear  to  be  fo  hoflilely  inclined  as- 
thofe  who  had  already  occupied  the  port ;  as  the 
lances  of  the  former,  though  in  readinefs  for  ac¬ 
tion,  were  not  dlfpofed  in  a  waj^  fo  menacing. 
On  a  nearer  approach  they  refled  on  their  paddles, 
and  entered  into  a  parley ;  and  we  could  then 
obferve,  that  all  thofe  who  flood  up  in  the  large 
canoe  w  ere  armed  w  ith  piflols  or  blunderbufles, 
very  bright,  and  in  good  order.  Their  converfa- 
tion  feeming  to  have  ended  in  a  pacific  way,  the 
oppofing  party  returned  with  the  new  comers, 
who,  on  pafiTing  by  the  Chatham,  laid  down  their 
arms;  but  jufl  as  they  came  alongfide  the  Dif- 
covery,  one  of  the  chiefs  who  had  been  on  board, 
drew^,  with  much  hafle,  frorn  within  the  breaft 
of  his  w  ar  garment,  a  large  iron  dagger,  and  ap¬ 
peared  to  be  extremely  irltated  by  fomething  that 
had  been  faid  by  thofe  in  the  large  canoe,  who 
again  w  ith  great  coolnefs  took  up  their  piflols 
and  blunderbulTes ;  but  on  an  explanation  ap¬ 
pearing  to  be  made,  their  arms  were  again  re¬ 
turned 
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turned  to  their  proper  places ;  their  piftols  and 
ammunition  were  carefully  wrapped  up,  and  a 
perfed:  reconciliation  feemed  to  have  taken  place 
on  both  (ides. 

The  chief  of  the  large  canoe  requefted  permif- 
fion  to  be  admitted  into  the  fhip,  which  being 
aflented  to,  he  came  on  board  accompanied  by  a 
man,  who,  though  not  affuming  the  charader  of 
a  chief,  appeared  to  be  a  perfon  of  no  fmall  con- 
fequence,  as  the  chief  feemed  to  appeal  to  him 
on  all  occafions,  and  his  countenance  beipoke 
rnuch  penetration. 

After  a  few  words  and  hgns  had  pafled  in  af- 
furance  of  peace,  and  of  a  good  underftanding 
between  us,  this  minifter,  for  in  that  capacity 
this  man  feemed  to  ad,  gave  us  to  underftand, 
that  the  chief  who  now  vifited  us,  was  the  great 
Ononnijioy ,  and  his  intelligence  was  almoft  imme¬ 
diately  confirmed  by  Kanaut  (the  meflenger  be¬ 
fore  mentioned)  who  arrived  in  a  fmall  canoe, 
and  was  received  by  the  tribe  in  other  canoes 
with  fimllar  ceremonies,  but  in  a  manner  not 
quite  fo  fierce  and  hofiille. 

Ononnljloy  did  not  obferve  the  diflant  formali¬ 
ties  fhewn  by  the  chiefs  of  the  other  party,  but 
accepted  with  greatvcheerfulnefs  fuch  prefents  as 
I  confidered  it  proper  to  make  on  this  occafion. 
Thefe  feemed  to  afford  him  much  fatisfadion, 
and  to  gain  the  approbation  and  applaufe  of  all 

Q  2  his 
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his  party.  The  chiefs  of  the  other  tribe  came  on 
board  at  the  fame  time ;  to  thefe  alfo  fome  ar¬ 
ticles  were  given,  which  they  now  received  with 
much  pleafure,  and  appeared  to  be  in  very  good 
humour,  not  only  with  us,  but  with  Ononntjioy 
and  all  his  attendants. 

Towards  the  clofe  of  the  day  this  great  chief, 
with  two  or  three  of  his  fuit,  lamented  that  they 
had  no  habitation  on  fliore,  and  requefted  for  that 
reafon  permiffion  to  fleep  on  board.  This^was 
granted,  and  when  it  was  dark  fome  fire-works 
wxre  exhibited  for  their  amufement ;  but,  ex¬ 
cepting  the  water  rockets,  they  were  viewed  with 
little  attention. 

From  our  previous  acquaintance  with  Kanaut^ 
I  was  not  at  a  lofs  to  know^  in  what  manner  to 
provide  fome  refrelhment  for  Omnnijioy ;  bread 
and  molaffes,  with  rum  and  wane,  were  fet  be¬ 
fore  him,  to  which  was  added  fome  of  their  own 
dried  fifli ;  on  wdiich  he  and  his  whole  party 
feemed  to  regale  very  heartily,  and  then  retired 
to  reft  with  as  much  compofiire,  I  believe,  as  if 
they  had  been  in  their  own  habitations. 

Early  the  next  morning,  Sunday,  September 
the  i  ft,  Ononnifioy  with  his  friends  joined  the 
party  on  iliore,  where  they  were  very  bufily  em¬ 
ployed  in  adorning  their  pcrfons  in  the  manner 
already  defcribed  ;  which  being  accomplilhed  by 
breakfaft  time>  he,  attended  by  all  the  other 

chiefs. 
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chiefs,  came  ofFin  his  large  canoe,  and,  according 
to  their  cuftom,  fang  while  they  paddled  round 
the  veflels.  This  ceremony  being  ended,  they 
came  alongfide  the  Difcovery,  and  exhibited  a 
kind  of  entertainment  that  I  had  not  before  wit- 
neffed.  It  confifted  of  finging,  and  of  a  difplay 
of  the  moft  rude  and  extravagant  geftures  that 
can  be  imagined.  The  principal  parts  were  per¬ 
formed  by  the  chiefs,  each  in  fucceffion  becoming 
the  leader  or  hero  of  the  fong ;  at  the  feveral 
paufes  of  which,  I  was  prefented  by  the  exhibit¬ 
ing  chief  with  a  fea  otter  flcin ;  and  the  Indian 
fpedtators  feemed  to  regret  the  performance  was 
at  an  end,  from  which  they  had  apparently  de¬ 
rived  great  amufement. 

There  were  five  chiefs  belonging  to  the  affoci- 
ated  parties  ;  thefe,  after  they  had  played  their 
parts,  defired  to  be  admitted  on  board.  Oiionnijioy  ^ 
gave  us  to  underfland,  that  as  peace  and  goodwill 
were  now  completely  eftablifhed,  he  wdfhed  that 
trading  might  be  allowed  ;  this  taking  place  ac¬ 
cordingly,  feveral  fea  otter  fkins  of  a  middling 
quality,  a  great  number  of  falmon,  and  various 
trivial  articles,  were  purchafed.  Fire-arms  and 
ammunition  were  at  firft  demanded  in  exchange, 
but  on  finding  that  thefe  w^ere  pofitively  and  uni^ 
formly  with-held,  they  very  foon  became  recon¬ 
ciled  to  the  refufal,  and  entered  into  a  brifk  traf¬ 
fic  for  blue  cloth,  files,  and  tin  kettles,  which 

Q  3  they 
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they  preferred  next  to  fire-arms,  in  exchange  for 
their  fea  otter  ikins  ;  but  their  fifh  and  other  lefs 
valuable  articles,  were  readily  parted  with,  for 
pewter  fpoons,  looking  glafifes,  beads,  and  other 
trinkets.  The  party  of  Indians  thus  afiembled 
amounted  to  about  fixty  perfons,  who  conduced 
themfelves  with  ftridl  honefty  and  much  pro¬ 
priety. 

Amongft  thefe  vifitors  was  one  whofe  character 
we»  could  not  define.  This  was  a  young  man, 

I 

who  feemed  to  differ  very  materially  from  the 
reft  in  his  general  deportment.  He  was  drefled 
in  a  blue  jacket  and  trowfers,  and  feemed  to  be 
perfectly  at  his  eafe,  particularly  with  refpe<ft  to 
the  pockets,  which,  to  perfons  unacquainted  with 
their  ufe,  generally  produce  embarraifment ;  he 
was  very  fond  of  fegars,  which  he  fmoked  in  the 
Spanifh  fafhion,  difcharging  the  fumes  through 
his  noftrils,  and  alfo  of  fnuff ;  and  we  had  great 
reafon  to  believe  that  he  had  made  free  with  a 
fnufi'-box  that  was  in  the  cabin,  and  which  was 
the  only  thing  mifled  during  the  vifit  of  thefe 
people.  All  our  different  kinds  of  provifions 
were  perfectly  familiar  to  this  young  man,  who 
ate  and  drank  of  every  thing  that  was  given  to 
him  for  this  purpofe,  without  the  leaft  hefitation, 
and  with  the  greateft  glee  and  appetite.  His 
perfon  had  nothing  of  the  European  character  in 
it,  but  from  attentively  obferying  his  counter 

f  nance, 
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nance,  we  were  inclined  to  fuppofe  him  a  native 
of  New  Spain,  who  might  poffibly  have  deferted 
trom  fome  of  the  Spanifh  veffels  emploved  in  the 
examination  of  this  coaft.  He  was  more  intelli¬ 
gent  than  any  of  the  Indians  we  had  found  on 
thefe  (bores,  particularly  in  refpeft  of  the  different 
channels  leading  through  this  divided  country. 
From  his  information  we  clearly  underftood,  that 
the  opening  to  the  north-weft  of  cape  Caamano 
would  be  found  to  have  fome  branches  on  its 
northern  fliore  terminating  at  fome  diftance  in 
land  ;  and  although  it  was  a  great  diftance  from 
hence,  yet  that  that  branch  led  to  the  ocean. 
His  foiidnefs  for  tobacco  favored  the  conjedlure 
of  his  not  being  a  native  of  thefe  fhores,  as  he 
was  the  firft  who  had  fought  after  this  luxury. 
Under  the  idea  of  his  having  deferted  from  the 
Spaniards,  we  interrogated  him  in  their  language, 
but  to  no  effedl ;  and  if  we  were  right  in  this 
conjecture,  he  conduCled  hlmfelf  in  a  manner  fo 
as  to  evade  our  queftions,  and  to  avoid  detection  ; 
for  he  did  not  betray  the  leaft  knowledge  of  the 
Spanilli  tongue.  This,  however,  be  might  have 
artfully  concealed,  left  he  fhould  have  been  taken 
from  his  prefent  way  of  life,  which  he  undoubt¬ 
edly  preferred,  as  he  declined  my  offer  of  taking 
him  with  me  on  board  the  Difeovery. 

Monday  the  2d.  The  period  for  Mr.  John- 
ftone’s  return  began  now  to  draw  near,  and  that 

Q  4  we 
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we  might  on  his  arrival  be  immediately  ready  to 
follow  up  his  refearches,  the  brewing  utenfils  and 
all  other  matters  were  taken  from  the  fhore,  the 
fhip  was  warped  out  of  the  port,  and  anchored 
near  its  fouthern  point  of  entrance,  in  25  fathoms 

I 

water,  foft  bottom. 

This  port  I  named  after  Mr.  John  Stewart, 
one  of  the  mates,  Fort  Stewart,  in  compli¬ 
ment  of  that  gentleman’s  having  made  a  very 
good  furvey  of  it ;  its  fouth  point  of  entrance  is 
Situated  in  latitude  55"^  38^  15^  longitude  228^' 
with  28'^  30'  eaflwardly  variation.  It  is  form¬ 
ed,  as  before  ftated,  by  a  bay  in  the  land,  having 
fcveral  iflets  and  rocks  lying  before  it ;  within 
thefe,  from  the  fouth  point  of  its  entrance,  it 
takes  a  courfe  N.  27  W.  about  half  a  league  in 
length,  and  three  quarters  of  a  mile  in  breadth. 
In  this  fpace  it  affords  good  and  fecure  anchor¬ 
age,  from  four  to  eighteen  fathoms  water,  good 
holding  ground.  The  comrriunication  with  the 
fliore  is  eafy,  and  wood  and  water  may  be  con¬ 
veniently  procured  in  the  greateft  abundance. 
Towards  its  head  are  two  very  fnug  coves  or  ba* 
fons,  one  of  which  is  a  continuation  of  the  port, 
the  other  formed  by  ^n  indent  in  the  land ;  the  • 
foundings  are  from  fix  to  nine  fathoms,  having  a 
navigable  though  narrow  channel  into  them-  It 
has  been  ftated,  that  the  Iflets  lying  before  this 
harbour  admit  of  paffages  in  feveral  directions ; 

thefe, 
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thefe,  however,  are  not  very  fafe,  in  confequence 
of  feveral  rocks  between  and  about  their  fhores, 
vilible  only  at  low  tide.  The  bcir  paffage  into 
port  Stewart,  through  which  we  w^arped,  is  be¬ 
tween  the  fouthernmoft  iflet  and  the  main  land; 
this  is  perfeftly  free  from  any  obftruClion,  with 
foundings  from  four  fathoms  at  the  fades  to  eleven 
fathoms  in  the  middle.  Thefe  are  the  moft 
material  circumftances  refped:ing  this  harbour, 
which,  from  its  interior  fituation,  and  want  of 
inhabitants,  does  not  feem  likely  to  be  much 
frequented ;  but  Ihould  further  information  be 
required,  reference  may  be  had  to  the  chart, 
which  1  believe  will  be  found  liable  to  little  if 
any  error. 

The  Indians  having  obferved  our  motions,  in¬ 
quired  if  it  w  ere  not  our  intention  to  vifit  their 
place  of  abode  ;  and  as  I  thought  it  was  probable 
their  refidence  might  lie  in  our  route,  I  replied 
in  the  affirmative :  this  appeared  to  give  them 
great  pleafure ;  and  having  difpofed  of  moft  of 
their  faleable  cargo,  they  took  their  leave,  and 
returned  to  the  fouthward. 

The  morning  of  Wednefday  the  4th  brought 
no  intelligence  of  our  boats,  and  having  under- 
ftood  from  Omnntftoy  and  his  party,  that  there 
were  many  inhabitants  in  the  regions  they  were 
directed  to  explore,  who,  like  them,  were  well 
provided  with  fire-arms,  I  began  to  be  very  foli- 

citoug 


1234  A  VOYAGE  OF  DISCOVERY  [SEPT. 

citous  for  their  return. ,  About  noon,  howxver, 
my  anxiety  was  relieved,  by  the  fafe  return  of 
Mr.  Johnftone  and  all  his  party.  He  had  not 
adually  difcovered  a  paffage  to  the  ocean  by  the 
way  he  had  purfued,  but  had  brought  back  fuck 
evidences  as  left  little  doubt  that  the  channel  he 
had  navigated  would  ultimately  be  found  to  com¬ 
municate  with  it. 

The  day  on  which  they  quitted  the  veffcls  was 
employed  in  reaching  cape  Caamano,  which  they 
effedted  by  about  dark,  having  been  greatly’ im¬ 
peded  by  a  ftrong  foutherly  gale,  attended  with 
a  heavy  fea,  and  a  great  fall  of  rain.  In  addition 
to  thefe  delays,  they  were  further  retarded  by 
carrying  away  one  of  the  boat’s  maflis,  and  get¬ 
ting  moft  of  their  things  wet.  Their  time  was 
occupied  until  eight  the  next  morning  (25th  Au- 
guft),  in  putting  thefe  matters  to  rights,  when 
they  proceeded  in  the  examination  of  this  chan¬ 
nel,  keeping  the  flarboard  or  continental  fhore 
on  board.  This,  from  cape  Caamano,  was  found 
to  take  firfl;  a  diredlion  N.  55  W.  near  tw^o 
leagues,  then  N.  23  E.  to  a  point  which,  after 
one  of  the  gentlemen  of  the  Chatham,  who  ge¬ 
nerally  attended  Mr.  Johnftone,  I  narned  Point 
Ln  Mesurier,  and  is  fituated  in  latitude  55® 
4(y,  longitude  22/®  58'.  ..  The  oppofite  diore, 
which  from  the  hazinefs  of  the  w  eather  w^as  but 
indiftindtly  feen,  feemej  ito  take  a  more  weftr 

wardly 
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wardly  diredllon,  increafing  the  width  of  the 
channel;  which  from  cape  Caamano,  S.  58  W. 
to  its  oppofite  point  of  entrance,  named  by  me 
Point  Grind  all,  (after  Captain  Grindall,  of 
the  navy)  is  only  from  four  to  five  miles  acrols ; 
though  at  this  flat  ion  it  was  feven  miles  to  the 
oppofite  fhore.  This  point  projects  from  the 
main  land  to  the  wefliward,  with  fome  rocks  and 
breakers  extending  about  a  mile  from  it.  Four 
or  five  miles  to  the  fouth-^eaft  of  it  is  a  fmall  bay, 
WTth  fome  illets  and  rocks  lying  off  it ;  half  way 
between  it  and  cape  Caamano  our  party  paflTed  a 
fmall  ifland  lying  near  the  fame  fhore,  admitting 
ot  a  paflage  between  it  and  the  main  land. 

From  hence  another  branch  of  this  inlet,  which 
I  called  after  his  Royal  Highnefs  Prince  Ernefi:, 
Prince  Ernest’s  Sound,  prefented  itfelf,  lead¬ 
ing  to  the  north-eaftward,  and  is  nearly  as  fpa- 
cious  as  that  they  were  purfuing ;  its  oppofite 
point  of  entrance,  which  I  called  Point  Ons¬ 
low,  lies  from  point  Le  Mefurier,  N.  30  W. 
five  miles  and  a  half  difiant.  This,  becaufe  it 
led  along  the  continental  fliore,  became  the  ob- 
jed:  of  their  immediate  attention,  and  was  the 
occafion  of  their  quitting  at  that  time  the  other 
channel. 

As  they  advanced  in  this  purfuit,  they  found 
the  general  diredlion  of  the  continental  fhore, 
from  point  Le  Mefurier,  N.  29  E.  for  about  four 

leagues, 
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leagues,  Indented  with  feveral  bays  of  different 
capacity,  and  along  it  w^cre  fome  fcattercd  rocks 
and  rocky  iflets.  At  this  ftation,  the  oppofitc 
fide  of  Prince  Erneft^s  found  approaches  within 
two  miles  of  the  continent,  and  from  its  entrance 
at  point  Onflow  it  appeared  to  be  much  broken, 
with  fevcral  iflets  about  its  fliores.  Here  the 
fliores  of  the  main  land  inclined  a  little  more  to 
the  eaftward.  In  the  above  diredtlon,  about  a 
league  and  a  half  from  , thence,  is  fituated  the 
fouth  point  of  an  ifland,  in  front  of  a  bay  on  the 
continental  ihore,  in  which  are  fome  iflets  and 
rocks.  This  ifland  extends  N.  25  W.  five  miles; 
and  is  about  half  a  league  in  breadth  ;  its  weftern 
fide  is  much  broken,  and  about  its  fhores  are  fc- 
veral  iflets ;  notwithftanding  thefe  it  admits  of  d 
tolerably  good  channel  betw^een  it  and  the  fhore 
of  the  continent,  which  from  the  north  point  of 
the  above  bay  takes  a  direction  N.  13  W.  tw^o 
leagues  and  a  half,  to  a  point  which  I  named 
PoiJ'rr  Waude,  fituated  by  obfervatlon  in  lati¬ 
tude,  5  (tNj'',  longitude  228°  loE.  The  weftern 
Ihore  was  feen  to  be  very  irregular  in  its  diredlion, 
and  much  broken  by  water,  efpecially  in  that 
part  oppofite  to  the  ifland,  where  the  found  w^as 
nearly  fix  miles  acrofs ;  but  here,  its  fliores,  which 
were  in  genera!  moderately  elevated,  and  were 
covered  with  the  ufual  produeftions,  approached 
within  a  mile  of  each  other. 
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From  point  Warde  the  continental  fhore  took 
a  fharp  turn  N.  Oo  E.  four  miles,  to  a  point 
where  this  arm  divided  into  two  branches.  That 
which  took  an  eaflerly  diredlion  claimed  their 
firft  attention,  and  was  found  to  extend  about 
three  leagues  ;  and  then  winding  to  the  N.  E. 
by  N.  two  miles  further,  terminated  in  the  ufual 
way,  in  latitude  50°  14  V,  longitude  228^  37k 
Their  examination  of  this  branch,  which  I  named 
Bradfield  Channel,  occupied  their  time  un¬ 
til  noon  of  the  20th  ;  the  progrefs  of  the  party 
having  been  much  impeded  by  adverfe  winds, 
and  very  unpleafant  weather. 

On  fetting  out  in  the  morning,  one  canoe  with 
three  Indians,  (the  firft  inhabitants  feen  during 
this  excurfion)  accompanied  them  fome  diftance; 
but  on  finding  our  party  w^as  bound  up  Bradfield 

f 

channel,  the  natives  made  figns  that  it  was  clofcd, 

and  that  they  would  wait  the  return  of  the  boats 

•/ 

in  a  certain  fituation  where,  without  any  increafe 
of  numbers,  they  were  found  in  the  evening. 

In  the  morning  of  the  27th  they  continued 
their  refearches  in  rainy  unpleafant  weather  up 
the  other  branch.  This  w^as  not  more  than 
three  quarters  of  a  mile  wide,  with  a  fniall  ifland 
'and  tw'O  iflets  in  its  entrance  ;  it  extended  nearly 
in  a  N.  N.  W.  diredlipn,  three  leagues,  to  a  point 
where  the  latitude  was  obferved  to  be  50^  20\ 
the  longitude  228^  11'';  here  this  branch  was 

again 
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again  divided,  one  divlfion  ftretching  about  N. 
10  E.,  the  other  taking  a  wefterly  direction.  The 
former,  about  half  a  mile  wide,  terminated  as 
ufual  at  the  diftance  of  about  a  league  from  its 
entrance,  near  which,  and  likewife  before  the 
entrance  of  the  wefterly  branch,  lie  feveral  rocks 
and  fmall  iflets.  Here  their  Indian  attendants, 
after  receiving  fome  trivial  prefents,  took  their 
leave.  This  wefterly  branch  was  not  more  than 
a  quarter  of  a  mile  in  width,  and  extended  irre¬ 
gularly  to  the  north-weft  and  fouth-w'eft,  form¬ 
ing  a  paflage  about  a  league  long  to  a  point  I 
called  Point  Mad  an  ;  where  it  communicated 
with  a  more  fpacious  channel,  that  took  two  di- 
re(flions,  one  to  the  S.  S.  W.  through  a  broken 
infulated  region  ;  the  other,  ftretching  to  the  N. 

W.,  was  nearly  two  miles  in  width. 

Notwithftanding  that  the  weather  during  the 
following  day  was  extremely  Inclement,  the  party 
continued  their  examination,  and  found  the  land 
that  formed  their  weftern  fhore  to  terminate  in 
its  northern  direftion  about  fixteen  miles  from 
.point  Madan,  by  a  very  confpicuous  point,  in 
latitude  56^  34^  longitude  22/^  48^  To  this 
point  I  gave  the  name  of  Point  High  field  ; 
and  although  through  the  badnefs  of  the  weather 
a  diftind:  view  of  their  fituation  was  not  obtained, 
yet  it  was  manifeft  that  they  had  now  arrived  at 
the  confluence  of  three  extenftve  branches.  The 

moft 
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moft  fpaclous  ft  retched  to  the  weft  ward  ;  that 
which  they  had  navigated  was  the  leaft,  and  the 
line  of  the  continental  fliore  appeared  ftlll  to  con¬ 
tinue  in  the  above  direcftiorr  up  the  third  branchy, 
whofe  caft  point  of  entrance  I  diftlnguifhed  by 
the  name  of  Point  Rothsay.  Towards  this' 
point  their  courfc  was  directed,  but  they  were 
foon  ftoppcd  by  fhallow  w^ater,  which  obliged 
them  to  quit  the  fliores  of  the  continent,  and  to- 
proceed  along  the  edge  of  the  fnoal  in  nearly  a 
weft  dire61ion  ;  and  having  traced  it  about  a 
league,  in  fix  to  nine  feet  water,  it  was  found  to 
be  connected  with  the  north- eaft  fide  of  an  id  and, 
lying  from  point  Highfield  N.  63  W,,  diftant  four 
miles.  To  the  fouth  of  the  ftioal  and  in  its  im¬ 
mediate  vicinity,  wTre  four  frnall  iflands,  and 
two  or  three  idets ;  one  of  the  former  w^as  upon 
the  fhoal,  and  the  others  at  the  diftance  of  a 
league  and  an  half,  extended  to  the  fouth  and 
fouth -welt  of  it.  Befide  thefe,  three  fmall  idands 
were  lying  to  the  north  of  the  dioal,  and  the 
land  in  that  neighbourhood  had  the  appearance 
ot  dividing  the  third  branch  into  two  or  three 
arms,  the  eafternmoft  of  which  being  the  objefl: . 
of  their  purfuit,  they  v/ere  in  expeSation  of  find¬ 
ing  a  paflage  to  vwards  it  to  the  w^eftward  of  this 
idand,  which  in  a  diredlion  N.  N.  E.  and  S.  S.W. 
is  about  two  miles  in  length,  and  one  mile  in 
breadth.  They  ere  however  diiappointed, 

they 
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they  found  the  fhoal  to  extend  from  the  north- 
well  part  of  this  ifland,  and  to  unite  with  the 
land,  forming  the  weftern  point  of  entrance  into 
the  third  branch,  which  I  called  Point  Bla- 
QUIERE,  in  latitude  56^  3q',  longitude  227°  40'/ 
This  land  being  thus  connected  by  this  fhoal  to 
the  oppofite  fliore  near  point  Rothfay,  w’as  con- 
hdered  to  be  a  continuation  of  the  continent. 
The  depth  of  water  along  the  edge  of  the  fhoal 
was  from  two  immediately  to  ten  fathoms  at 
high  water ;  many  unfuccefsful  attempts  w'ere 
made  at  this  time  to  pafs  it,  but  the  depth  de- 
creafed  too  faft  to  venture  further,  and  as  the 
tide  fell,  patches  of  dry  fand  became  vifible  in 
all  direcftions. 

This  inveftigation  employed  mofl  part  of  the 
day,  during  which  they  were  accompanied  by 
nine  of  the  natives,  in  three  fmall  canoes,  who 


behaved  with  great  civility,  and  departed  in  the 
evening. 

The  next  morning,  the  2Qth,  the  party  quitted 
this  fhallow  navigation,  and  continued  along  what 
was  then  confidered  to  be  the  continent ;  which 
was  now  found  to  take  firft  a  direftion  S.  48  W. 
for  two  leagues  and  an  half,  to  a  point  named  by 
me  Point  Howe.  Thefe  Ihores  were  indented 
in  fmall  bays,  with  feme  Idets  lying  at  a  little  dif- 

f 

tance  from  the  land.  From  this  point,  the  neareft 

* 

part  of  the  oppoiite  or  fouthern  fliore  of  this  wxf- ' 
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tern  branch,  which  fhore  feemed  to  lie  nearly  in  an. 
eaft  and  weft  direction  from  point  Flighfield,  bore 
fouth  about  a  league  diftant ;  and  to  the  weft- 
ward  of  a  point  on  this  fliore,  which  I  called 
Point  Craig,  lying  from  point  Howe  S.  55  E  ^ 
diftant  two  leagues,  the  fiiore  appeared  to  be  firm 
and  compadl  ;  but  to  the  eaftward  of  point  Craig 
it  feemed  to  be  much  broken,  and  divided  by 
water.  From  hence  the  fuppofed  continental 
fhore  took  a  rounding  wefterly  dlredllon,  to  a 
point  in  latitude  50°  30^,  longitude  227^  18^;  this 
was  called  by  me  Point  Alexander,  forming 
the  eaft  point  of  an  opening  about  a  mile  wide, 
with  a  rock  nearly  in  the  centre  of  its  entrance  ; 
this  opening  took  a  direction  N.  7  W.  about  two 
leagues  ;  both  ftiores  were  nearly  ftraight  and 
compadl,  and  were  about  half  a  mile  afunder  as 
far  as  to  this  extent ;  but  here  they  became  much 
broken,  and  the  fuppofed  continental  fliore,  ex¬ 
tending  N.  20  E.,  formed  a  narrow  arm  about  a 
league  and  a  half  long,  which  was  terminated  in 
latitude  50°  47^  longitude  227°  2C,  by  flioal 
water,  at  the  edge  of  a  low  plain  producing  very 
long  grafs,  behind  which  rofe  lofty  barren  moun¬ 
tains,  covered  with  fnow. 

From  hence  the  party  returned  along  the  fame 
fliore,  palling  between  it  and  the  broken  weftern 
land,  through  a  narrow  channel  only  three  fa¬ 
thoms  deep,  which  led  to  a  point  to  which  I  gave 
VoL.  IV,  R  the 
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the  name  of  Point  Hood,*  in  latitude  50°  44'", 
longitude  22  7°  1 Here  it  communicated  with 
a  more  fpacious  branch  about  two  miles  wide, 
leading  fouthward  into  the  above-mentioned  wef- 
terly  branch,  making  the  weftern  fhore  of  the 
fmall  opening  they  had  paffed  through  to  this 
ftation,  an  ifland  about  two  leagues  long,  and 
tw^o  miles  wide ;  the  broken  land  being  a  group 
of  iflets  lying  between  its  north  fide  and  the  fup- 
pofed  continent.  From  hence,  the  oppofite  di¬ 
re  6iion  of  this  branch,  which  after  Admiral  Dun¬ 
can  1  diftinguiflied  by  the  name  of  Duncan’s 
Channel,  ftretched  irregularly  about  N.  40  W., 
where  it  ultimately  terminated  in  a  fliallow  bay, 
bounded  to  the  north  by  a  low  fandy  flat,  in  la¬ 
titude  56°  58^  longitude  226°  52^,  having  in  it 
feveral  iflets  and  fhallow  bays,  the  latter  princi¬ 
pally  on  the  fouth-wefl:  fhore,  along  which  they 
returned.  By  noon  of  the  Sift  they  reached  a 
point,  from  whence  the  continuation  of  the  great 
weftern  branch  was  direfted  to  the  fouth-weft. 
This  appeared  to  increafe  greatly  in  width  ;  it 
contained  fome  -  iflands  and  iflets,  particularly 
along  its  northern  fhore,  which  from  this  point 
took  a  diredlion  S.  20  W.,  four  miles,  to  a  point 
which  after  Captain  William  Mitchell  of  the 
navy,  I  named -Point  Mitchell,  in  latitude 
56^  longitude  237°  The  weather  wTich^ 

*  After  Admiral,  now  Lord  Bridport. 

with 
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with  little  intermiffion,  had  been  extremely  bad 
and  unfavorable  to  their  purfuits,  ftill  continued 
fo,  and  prevented  their  obtaining  any  fatisfaftory 
view  of  their  furrounding  regions.  No  doubt 
however  could  exift  of  their  having  now  arrived 
in  a  very  fpacious  arm  of  the  fea,  which  was  di¬ 
vided  into  three  very  large  branches.  That  ex¬ 
tending  to  the  eaftward  they  had  already  navi¬ 
gated,  but  that  which  appeared  to  be  the  main 
branch,  being  nearly  three  leagues  wide,  ftretched 
to  the  wefrward  and  S.  W. ;  the  third,  taking  a 
S.  S.  E.  diredtion,  feemed  alfo  of  importance,  and 
had  the  appearance  of  being  connected  with  the 
main  channel  of  the  branch  ftretching  to  the 
north- weft  from  cape  Caamano. 

As  far  as  any  conclufions  could  be  drawn  from 
the  view  now  before  them,  it  feemed  to  be  pretty 
clear,  that  the  fouth-wefterly  channel  commu¬ 
nicated  with  the  ocean  ;  but  as  fuch  communi¬ 
cation  might  be  through  various  intricate  chan¬ 
nels,  it  appeared  to  be  an  obj  e61;  of  too  exteniive 
a  nature  to  enter  upon,  at  a  time  when^their  pro- 
vifions  were  much  reduced,  and  at  the  clofe  of 
their  expedition.  The  winding  rocky  channels 
alfo,  through  which  they  had  palled  in  reaching 
this  ftation,  wxre  by  no  means  proper  for  the 
veftels  to  purfue  ;  for  thefe  weighty  reafons  Mr, 
Johnftone  declined  profecuting  his  refearches  any 
further,  and  confidcred  it  moft  prudent  to  find, 

R  2  if 
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if  pofiTible,  a  more  direft  and  lefs  intricate  paf- 
fage  for  the  veifels  to  this  ftation. 

For  this  purpofe  the  next  morning  (ift  Sep¬ 
tember)  the  party  fleered  tor  the  S.  S.  E.  branch 
before  mentioned,  and  found  its  north-eafl  point 
of  entrance,  which  I  called  Point  Macnamara, 
after  Captain  Macnamara  of  the  navy,  fituated 
in  latitude  5(3^  2lF,  longitude  227^  from 

Vv^hence  its  wTflern  point  of  entrance,  which  I 
named  after  Admiral  Colpoys,  bore  weft  a  league 
and  a  half,  and  the  nearefl  oppofite  tliore  fouth- 
wtA,  about  three  miles  diflant.  Their  courfe 
was  diredted  along  the  eaflern  fliore,  v/hich  from 
point  Macnamara  took  a  direflion  S.  4 1  E.  Nearly 
in  this  hire,  at  the  diflance  of  four  miles,  the 
width  of  the  channel  decreafed  to  about  three 
quarters  ot  a  mile,  by  mieans  of  an  idand  that  I 
named  Bushy  Island  lying  in  the  channel, 
about  two  miles  long  ;  hawing  from  its  fhores  on 
both  fides  fome  detached  rocks,  but  admitting 
betw-eeri  it  and  the  eaflern  fhore  a  channel  free 
to  navigate.  From  the  north-wefl  fide  of  this 
ifiand  lies  alfo  a  chain  of  fmall  iflets,  extending 
northward  to  the  entrance  of  this  opening.  A 
very  flrong  foutherly  wand  fo  much  retarded  their 
progrefs,  that  it  was  night  before  they  reached 
the  fouth  part  ot  this  narrow  paflage  ;  here  they 
refled  until  the  morning,  and  found  a  very  rapid 
flood  tide  fetting  from  the  weflward,  which  con¬ 
firmed 
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firmed  the  opinion  of  the  fouth-weflierly  branch 
hashing  communication  with  the  ocean.  They 
found  the  eaftern  lliore  ftiil  continue  its  former 
direftion  to  a  point  named  by  me  Point  Nes- 
BiT,  in  latitude  50^  15'^  longitude  227°  25'';  from 
whence  the  branch  they  were  purfuing  commu¬ 
nicated  with  a  wide  opening  leading  towards  the 
north-eaft^  which  moft  probably  divided  the  in¬ 
termediate  land,  between  them  and  the  channels 
they  had  examined  leading  to  the  northward  from 
Pri  nee  Erneft’s  found.  This  opening  is  about 
two  leagues  acrofs,  in  a  diredlion  S.  43  E.  to  its 
fouth  point  of  entrance,  which  I  called  Point 
Harr  INGTON,  from  whence  the  eaftern  ftiore 
extends  S.  8  E.,  about  ten  miles,  to  a  projedtlng 
point  which  I  named  Point  Stanhope,  where 
at  noon  Mr.  Johnftone  obferved  the  latitude  to 
be  55^  2\  longitude  22/^38^;  and  from  the  view 
they  now  obtained  of  this  branch,  they  enter¬ 
tained  no  doubt  of  its  being  a  continuation  of 
that  feen  extending  to  the  north-weftward  from 
cape  Caamano ;  the  ftiores  of  which  appeared 
much  broken,  and  had  fome  rocky  Iflets  lying 
near  them.  Their  paffage  to  the  veflels  by  this 
route  was  now  well  afeertained,  and  a  irelli  fa¬ 
vorable  gale  fo  accelerated  their  progrefs,  that  by 
midnight  they  reached  point  Onflow,  making 
the  land  which  they  had  gone  round  fince  the 
24th  of  Augutt  an  ifland,  or  a  group  of  iilands. 

Pi  3  which 
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which  in  honour  of  his  Royal  Highnefs  the  Duke 
of  York,  I  called  Duke  of  York’s  Islands. 
In  the  courfe  of  the  day  they  had  paffed  three  de- 
ferted  villages,  two  of  which  occupied  a  con- 
fiderable  fpace,  but  difcovered  no  figns  of  thcfe, 
nor  any  other  part  of  the  fhores  they  had  lately 
traverfed,  being  then  inhabited.  Here  they  reftcd 
for  a  few  hours,  and  the  next  morning  proving 
tolerably  fair,  the  party  were  early  in  motion. 
In  confequcnce  of  a  ftrong  adverfe  foutherly 
wind,  it  was  near  fun-fet  before  they  reached 
cape  Caamano  ;  near  which  they  were  furprized 
by  the  fudden  appearance  of  twenty  canoes  from 
behind  a  fmall  low  projecting  point  of  land  that 
feemed  to  contain  not  lefs  than  250  Indians  ;  a 
very  formidable  party,  efpecially  as  experience 
had  taught  us,  that  the^inhabitants  of  thefe  re¬ 
gions  never  went  from  place  to  place  without 
being  well  armed. 

Our  party  immediately  put  themfeives  on  the 
defenfive,  and  made  figns  to  the  Indians  to  keep 
off ;  to  this  they  paid  no  attention,  and  Mr. 
Johnftone  feeing  that  they  ftill  advanced  direCfly 
towards  the  boats,  ordered  a  mufivet  to  be  fired 
over  them  ;  but  this  having  no  cffeCl,  a  fwivcl, 
loaded  with  grape  fiiot,  v/as  fired,  fufliciently 
a-hcad  of  them  to  avoid  doing  any  harm,  but 
near  enough  to  faew  its  efrecl.  They  now  made 
a  temporary  halt  but  foon  puflied  forward  again; 

a  muflret 
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a  mufket  was  then  fired  over  the  main  body  of 
the  canoes,  on  which  they  flopped  until  the  boats 
rowed  pall  them,  wdien  they  paddled  over  to  the 
oppofite  Ihore.  So  large  a  body  of  the  natives 
coming  fo  unawares  upon  our  boats  was  the  oc- 
cafion  of  much  alarm,  particularly  as  in  paffing 
dole  along  the  fliores  no  figns  had  been  obferved 
of  their  being  inhabited. 

Being  unacquainted  with  the  caufe  of  their 
afTembling,  and  their  numbers  being  fo  great, 
Mr.  Johnflone  very  prudently  declined  any  nearer 
acquaintance,  left  their  intentions  fliould  have 
been  hoftilely  direded,  which  there  was  too  great 
reafon  to  apprehend  ;  as  no  fuch  party  had  vifited 
the  fliip  at  any  one  time,  or  had  been  feen  in 
fuch  numbers  together.  As  they  w^ere  informed 
of  the  abfence  of  our  boats,  it  is  not  very  impro-* 
bable  that  the  whole  force  of  the  neighbourhood 
might  have  been  colledted  on  this  occafion,  to 
intercept  our  party  on  their  return  ;  yet,  on  the 
other  hand,  their  having  been  fo  eafily  deterred 
from  any  moleftation  which  they  might  have 
intended,  though  fuperior  in  numbers,  makes  it 
equally  probable  that  the  meeting  was  purely  ac¬ 
cidental  on  the  part  of  the  natives.  A  light 
breeze  fpringing  up,  favorable  to  the  boats,  they 
kept  under  fail  all  night,  and  arrived  on  board 
as  before  related. 

R4 
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CHAPTER  VH. 

/ 

Leave  Port  Stewart,  and  proceed  to  the  North- 
wejiward — Vi/ited  by  the  Natives — Port  Pro- 
tedlion — Account  of  Boat  Lxcurfions — Proceed 
to  .  the  Southward — Defcription  of  Port  Protec- 
tion — Departure  thence — P  off  age  along  the  wef-- 
tern  fide  of  Queen  Charlotte  s  Iftands  to  Nootla 
- — Quit  Nootia. 

i 

CALM  weather  prevented  our  moving  until 
the  morning  of  Thurfday  the  5th,  when  by 
the  affiftance  of  all  our  boats,  we  directed  our 
courfe  towards  cape  Caamano  ;  intending  to  pro¬ 
ceed  with  the  veffels  by  the  channel  through 
which  Mr.  Johnftone  had  returned  to  the  branch 
which  he  confidered  as  communicating  with  the 
ocean ;  and  to  profecute  our  further  Inquiries 

from  fome  convenient  ftation  in  that  neighbour¬ 
hood. 

On  the  approach  of  evening  I  endeavoured  to 
find  anchorage  near  the  continental  fiiore,  but 
without  fuccefs  ;  this  rendered  our  fituation  very 
unpleafant,  as  we  were  reduced  to  the  neceflity 
either  of  returning  to  the  place  from  whence  we 

had  come,  or  of  keeping  under  fail  all  night,  to 

-  1*1 
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which  the  gloomy  and  threatening  appearance  of 
the  weatlier  gave  little  encouragement.  As  the 
day  clofed  in  the  v/ind  increafed  to  a  ftrong’gale 
from  the  fouth-eaft,  attended  with  dark,  mifty, 
rainy  weather,  that  occafioned  us  a  very  irkfome 
uncomfortable  night,  being  compelled  to  turn  to 
windward  towards  cape  Caamano,  through  a 
channel  not  a  league  in  width,  vvhofe  flaores  on 
either  fide  were  bounded  by  many  lurking  and 
dangerous  rocks  ;  thefe,  however,  w^e  very  provi¬ 
dentially  efcaped,  and,  by  four  in  the  morning 
of  Friday  the  0th,  reached  a  more  fpacious  and 
navigable  opening  at  the  junflion  of  two  branches. 
Here  the  hawfer  bv  which  the  launch  was  towed 
broke,  and  had  this  accident  happened  before,  in 
the  dark  of  the  night,  whilft  we  were  turning 
through  the  narrow  channel,  it  w^ould,  in  all  pro¬ 
bability  have  been  attended  with  her  total  lofs ; 
wdiich,  next  to  that  of  one  of  the  veffcis,  would 
have  been  the  fevereft  wx  could  poffibly  have  fuf- 
tained.  Having  now  plenty  of  fea  room,  on  the 
dawning  of  the  day  we  brought  to,  and  the  boat 
was  foon  recovered.  By  this  time  the  ftrength  of 
the  fouth-eaft  gale  had  fo  increafed  as  to  oblige 
us  to  clofe-reel  the  topfaiis,  and  get  dowm  the 
top-gallant  yards. 

Under  the  unfavorable  circumftances  of  fuch 
weather,  in  this  intricate  navigation,  where  an¬ 
chorage  is  fo  precarious  and  difficult  to  be  found, 

and 
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and  where  innumerable  fteep  lurking  rocks,  as 
wxdi  beneath  as  rifmg  to  different  heights  above 
the  furiace  of  the  fea,  were  conftantly  prefenting 
themfelves,  it  muft  ever  be  regarded  as  a  very 
happy  circumftance  that  we  had  to  leeward  of  us 
the  great  north-weft  branch,  of  which  fome  in¬ 
formation  had  been  gained  by  Mr.  Johnftone  hav¬ 
ing  paffed  through  it  ;  and,  as  far  as  he  had  been 
able  to  obferve,  he  had  confidered  it  free  from 
danger.  The  gale  being  attended  with  thick 
mifty  wxather,  rendered  it  however  moft  prudent 
to  lie  to,  until  about  ten  in  the  forenoon  ;  when, 
the  wdnd  abating,  and  the  weather  in  a  great 
meafure  clearing  up,  we  bore  away  along  the 
north-eaft  iTiore  of  the  north-wxft  branch,  and  at 
noon  obferved  the  latitude  to  be  55^  44',  longi¬ 
tude  22/^  54'.  The  fouth-weft  fliore  of  the 


branch,  in  this  fituation,  bore  by  compafs  from 
S,  64  W.  to  S.  42  E.,  and  the  north-eaft  fhore 
N.  40  W.  to  S.  50  E.  ;  the  neareft  part  of  the 
former  fliore  -S.  W.  ;  diftant  four  miles,  and  that 
of  the  latter,  being  point  Le  Mefurier  E.  by 
N.,  three  miles.  The  wind  continuing  to  be  fa¬ 
vorable,  we  made  a  great  progrefs  until  near  dark, 
when  we  anchored  for  the  night  in  feven  fathoms 

w/ater,  on  the  north  fide  of  a  fmall  ifland,  clofe 

•>  ■ 

under  the  fiiores  of  the  Duke  of  York’s  iflands,  in 
latitude  50°  /E,  longitude.  22 7°  34^',  having  fome 
rocky  iflets  betvyeen  it  and  the  above  flhores.  This 

fituatiou 
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fituation  is  tolerably  well  flieltered  from  the  fouth- 
erly  and  fouth-eail  winds,  but  the  foundings  are  ^ 
irregular,  and  the  bottom  in  fbme  places  is 
rocky. 

The  night  was  Tqually  with  much  rain,  but  the 
next  morning,  Saturday  the  7th,  the  weather 
was  more  favorable,  and  about  four  o’clock  vre 
directed  our  courfe  towards  point  Nefbitt,  palling 
a  clufter  of  low  rocks  nearly  in  mid-channel,  and 
alfo  a  ledge,  extending  fouthward  from  that  point 
about  two  miles;  thefe  are  very  dangerous,  as  molt 
of  them  feemed  as  if  they  were  only  vifible  at 
low  tide.  We  were  all  advanced  by  noon  in  the 
palTage  between  the  Duke  of  York’s  illand  and 
Bulliy  illands,  having  abreaft  of  point  Nefbitt 
foundings  from  20  to  12  fathoms.  By  an  indif¬ 
ferent  obfervation  the  latitude  vras  found  to  be 
56°  ]  the  longitude  22/^  20f  The  wind  hav¬ 
ing  veered  to  the  north,  we  were  under  the  ne- 
ceffity  of  turning  through  this  paffage,  and  in  fo 
doing  the  foundings  wxre  found  to  be  irregular, 
from  10  to  30  fathoms ;  and  the  bottom  in  fome 
places  rocky.  The  ebb  tide,  which  commenced 
about  noon,  w^as  favorable  to  our  purfuit,  as  it 
fat  to  the  north  and  north-weft,  fo  that  about 
three  in  the  afternoon  w^e  reached  the  fpacious 
branch  leading  to  the  fouth  and  fouth- w^eft ward; 
^tow^ards  this  quarter  our  route  w^as  now  direfted. 
The  clearnefs  of  the  weather  gave  us  a  very  per- 

febl 
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feft  view  of  the  adjacent  fliores  bounding  the 
horizon  in  every  direcSion.  To  the  weftward, 
the  diftant  land  was  moderately  elevated,  and 
appeared  to  be  fimilar  to  that  we  had  generally 
found  along  the  fea  coafl ;  of  an  uneven  furface, 
and  very  much  divided  by  water.  Thefe  cir- 
cumftanccs,  together  with  the  ebb  tide  fetting 
ftrong  to  the  weftward,  left  little  doubt  of  our 
finding  a  paflage  to  the  ocean  by  that  route, 
though  not  without  the  profpedl  of  its  being  dan¬ 
gerous  and  intricate  ;  for  befide  the  broken  ap¬ 
pearance  of  the  diftant  land,  this  fpacious  branch 
feemed  to  be  footted  with  feveral  ifiets  and  rocks, 

X  y 

juft  even  with  the  furface  of  the  water ;  but 
more  particularly  between  us  and  the  northern 
iliore.  Our  foundings  were  very  irregular,  fhoal- 
ing  faddenly  from  45  to  /,  11,  and  Q  fathoms; 
then  deepening  to  50  fathoms,  and  then  no  bot¬ 
tom  with  110  fathoms  of  line,  as  quick  as  the 
lead  could  be  thrown.  This  we  experienced 
three  cliftindf  times  in  the  courfe  of  the  afternoon, 
\vhich  w^as  for  the  raoft  part  calm,  confcquently 
our  motion  was  flow,  and  was  governed  in  a 
great  degree  by  the  tides  or  currents  ;  thefe  mak¬ 
ing  greatly  againft  us,  about  eight  in  the  evening, 
\vith  the  affiftancc  of  our  boats,  w^e  gained  found¬ 
ings  and  anchored  in  4  7  fathoms  w^ater,  near  the 
fouthern  iliore  ;  which  by  compafs  extended  from 
S.  70  W.,  to  N.  70  E.,  the  latter,  being  point 

Colpoys, 
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Colpoys,  was  about  four  miles  from  us' ;  a  rock 
above  water,  about  the  fize  of  the  launch,  lying 
in  mid- channel,  N.  8  E.  and  the  neareft  ihore 
fouth-eafi:,  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  diftant. 

A  few  Indians  had  vifited  us  in  the  courft  of 
the  day,  and  by  this  time  their  number  had  com 
fiderably  increafed  in  fix  or  feven  canoes ;  who, 
after  they  had  performed  their  ceremonies,  indi¬ 
cative  of  triendfliip,  fimilar  to  thole  I  have  before 
had  occafion  to  notice,  conduhled  themfelves  very 
orderly,  and  when  they  were  made  to  underhand 
that  it  was  time  for  reft,  the  whole  party  imme¬ 
diately  retired  to  the  fhore,  where  they  remained^ 
though  not  very  filently,  until  the  following 
morning,  Sunday  the  8th,  when  they  repeated 
their  vifit  with  many  fongs,  accompanied  by  a 
large  augmentation  to  their  party.  This  addi¬ 
tion  was  principally  of  women,  who,  without  the 
.aftiftance  of  a  fingle  man,  conducled  tw^o  or  three 
middling  ftzed  canoes,  and  ufed  their  paddles  with 
great  dexterity.  They  were  by  no  means  difiii- 
clined  to  entertain  us  with  their  vocal  abilities ; 
moft  of  the  full  grown  women  wore  very  large 
lip  ornaments,  and  as  w^e  vrere  now  vifited  by  all 
ages,  an  opportunity  v/as  afforded  of  feeing  the 
progrefs  of  this  horrid  piece  of  deformity  in  its 
feveral  ftages.  In  their  early  infancy,  a  fmall  in- 
cifion  is  made  in  the  centre  of  the  under  lip,  and 
a  piece  of  brafs  or  copper  wire  is  placed  in,  and 

left 
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left  in  the  wound.  This  corrodes  the  lacerated 
parts,  and  by  confuming  the  flefli  gradually  in- 
creafes  the  orifice,  until  it  is  fufficiently  large  to 
admit  the  wooden  appendage.  The  effecting  of 
this,  if  we  may  be  allowed  to  judge  by  the  ap¬ 
pearance  of  the  young  girls  who  were  undergoing 
this  cruel  treatment,  was  attended  with  the  moft 
excruciating  pain ;  and  which  they  feemed  to 
endure  for  a  great  length  of  time.  Thefe  women 
appeared  to  pofTefs  in  general  a  degree  of  liveli- 
nefs,  and  a  cheerful  difpofition,  very  different  from 
any  we  had  before  feen  with  this  hideous  mark 
of  diftinftion  ;  and  could  this  tribe  be  prevailed 
upon  to  difpenfe  with  this  barbarous  cuftom^ 
there  w^ould  have  been  fome  among;!!:  them  whofe 

o 

features  would  have  intitled  them  to  be  confi- 
dered  as  comely. 

The  w  ant  of  wind  which  detained  us  at  an« 
chor,  gave  us  an  opportunity  of  purchafing  from 
thefe  people  a  large  fupply  of  very  good  falmon, 
and  a  few  fea  otter  fkins;  in  return  for  which  they 
.received  fpoons,  blue  cloth,  and  tin  kettles,  wdth 
trinkets  of  different  defcriptions.  In  all  the  com¬ 
mercial  tranficftions  the  women  took  a  very  prin¬ 
cipal  part,  and  proved  themfclves  by  no  means 
unequal  to  the  talk.  Nor  did  it  appear,  that 
either  in  thefe  or  in  any  other  refped:  they  were 
inferior  to  the  men  ;  on  the  contrary,  it  Ihould 
rather  feem  that  they  are  looked  up  to  as  the  fu- 

perior 
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perior  fex,  for  they  appeared  in  general  to  keep 
the  men  in  awe,  and  under  their  fubjeftion.  The 
knowledge  we  obtained  of  their  manners  and  cuf- 
toms,  in  our  fhort  acquaintance,  was  however  too 
fuperficial  to  eftablifh  this  or  any  other  faCf,  that 
did  not  admit  of  ocular  demonftration.  Amon^ft 

o 

the  party  there  did  not  appear  to  be  any  chief,  or 
other  perfon  of  importance,  unlefs  fuch  authority 
■w\as  vefted  in  fome  of  the  females.  They  all  con- 
dudfed  themfelves  with  great  honeity,  and  feemed 
to  have  the  utmoft  confidence  that  we  fhould  go¬ 
vern  our  conduct  towards  them  by  the  fame  prin¬ 
ciples. 

A  fight  breeze  of  wind  fpringing  up  from  the 
S.  E.,  we  got  under  fail,  and  our  Indian  friends 
took  their  leave.  We  now  diredied  our  courfe 
towards  the  northern,  or  what  had  been  fiappofed 
to  be  the  continental,  fnore,  to  the  weftward  of 
point  Mitchell,  intending,  as  on  former  occafions, 
to  furvey  as  far  as  we  poffibly  could  in  the  veffels, 
before  the  boats  again  w’ere  difpatclicd  ;  but,  on 
a  nearer  approach  to  this  Ihore,  it  proved  to  be  fo 
incumbered  with  rocks  and  rocky  iflcts,  that  it 
became  neceffary  to  alter  our  intended  mode  of 
proceeding  ;  and  as  the  weather  began  to  wear 
a  very  threatening  appearance,  we  crofled  over  to 
the  fouthern  fliorc,  in  order  to'^ain  fiielter  in  the 
firft  place  of  fecurity  that  could  be  found  there, 
making  the  Chatharrfs  fignal  to  lead  in  that  pur- 

fuit ; 
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fult ;  which;,  from  the  increafe  of  the  S.  E.  wind, 
attended  by  dark,  gloomy  weather,  foon  became 
an  objedl  of  my  moft  anxious  concern. 

In  the  afternoon,  the  wind,  which  blew  in 
heavy  fqualls,  fhifted  to  the  S.  W.,  and  obliged 
us  to  ply  in  that  direftlon  in  quaft  of  anchorage; 
but  we  could  reach  no  bottom,  even  when  we 
tacked  clofe  in  with  the  fhore.  We  were  how¬ 
ever  extremely  fortunate  in  finding  before  night 
an  excellent  port,  round  the  point  confidered  at 
our  preceding  anchorage  as  the  extreme  of  the 
fouthern  fhore  ;  which,  after  the  firfl:  lieutenant 
of  the  Difcovery,  received  the  name  of  Point 
Baker.  This  the  Chatham  entered,  making 
the  neceflary  fignals  for  us^to  follow ;  but  juft  as 
we  reached  its  entrance  the  wdnd  fell  calm,  and 
the  tide,  to  our  great  mortification,  fat  us  out.  In 
this  very  anxious  fituatlon  (for  appearances  too 
fiirongly  indicated  the  approach  of  much  boifter- 
ous  VvTather)  we  did  not  remain  long;  for  a  light 
breeze  from  the  N.  W.  fpringing  up,  and  blowing 
direhtly  into  the  port,  conduced  us  to  a  fafe  and 
fecure  fituatlon,  where,  about  feven  in  the  even¬ 
ing,  wc  anchored  in  16  fathoms  water. 

We  had  fcarcely  furled  the  fails,  when  the 
wdnd  f!fiftinj:X  to  the  S.  E.,  the  threatened  ftorm 
from  that  quarter  began  to  blow,  and  continued 
with  Increafing  violence  during  the  whole  night ; 
we  bad,  howxver,  very  providentially  reached 
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an  anchorage  that  completely  fheltered  us  from 
its  fury,  and  moft  probably  from  imminent  dan¬ 
ger,  if  not  from  total  deftrudlion.  Grateful  for 
fuch  an  afjdum,  I  named  it  Port  Protection. 
Plad  we  not  been  fo  happy  as  to  have  gained 
this  place  of  fafety,  we  muft  have  paffed  a  moft 
perilous  night,  the  preceding  day  having  fhewn 
us  that  the  neighbouring  fhores  on  the  outfide  of 
this  harbour,  afforded  no  bank  of  foundings  on ' 
which  our  anchors  would  have  lodged,  nor  would 
the  low  fail  to  which  we  muft  have  been  re¬ 
duced,  have  kept  us  to  windward  of  the  dangers 
we  muft  neceffarily  have  encountered ;  thefe,  to¬ 
gether  with  the  darknefs  of  the  night,  and  the 
irregularity  of  the  tides,  would  have  rendered  it 
almoft  impoffible  for  us  to  have  avoided  the  land 
not  quite  two  leagues  to  leeward  of  us,  or  the 
innumerable  rocks  lying  before  it,  on  which  the 
fea,  brought  by  the  wind  up  a  channel  leading 
from  the  fouth,  that  we  had  now  opened,  broke 
with  great  violence.  Thankful,  in  the  higheft 
degree,  for  fo  providential  and  fecure  a  retreat 
from  the  ftormy  feafon  which  now  appeared  to 
have  commenced,  I  determined  to  remain  here, 
whllft  the  boats  fliould  profecute  the  examina¬ 
tion  of  the  broken  region  before  us. 

After  breakfaft  on  Monday  morning  the  Qth, 
though  the  S.  E.  gale  continued  to  blow  very 
fi:rong,yct  as  the  weather  was  clear,  accoinpanled 
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by  Mr.  Whidbey  and  Mr.  Johnftone,  I  rowed 
ont  to  point  Baker,  for'  the  purpofc  of  acquiring 
fome  information  refpedting  the  fliores  m  its  vi* 
cinity,  w  ith  which  the  thicknefs  of  the  w  eather, 
on  the  preceding  day,  had  prevented  our  becom¬ 
ing  acquainted. 

From  this  ftation  the  inlet  evidently  appeared 
to  be  divided  into  three  branches  ;  the  firft  was 
that  by  which  we  had  arrived  ;  the  fecond  took 
a  northerly  direction,  through  a  very  broken 
country  ;  and  the  third  evidently  communicated 
wdth  the  ocean,  in  a  S.  S.  W.  diredfion. 

As  the  continental  boundary  had  already  been 
confidered  as  traced  to  point  Mitchell  by  Mr. 
Johnftone,  I  diredled  him  to  recommence  his 
examination  at  that  place,  which  lay  from  this 
ftation  E.  N.  E.  feven  or  ei^ht  leagues  diftant ; 
and  to  follow  that  fhore  up  the  above  mentioned 
northern  branch.  Should  it  not  be  found  to 
communicate  with  the  ocean,  he  w^as  in  that 
cafe  to  continue  his  refearches  to  a  certain  point 
on  the  oppofite  ftiore,  lying  N.  30  W.  from 
lienee,  at  the  diftance  of  eight  or  nine  miles 
wdiere  I  intended  that  Mr.  Whidbey  Ihould  com¬ 
mence  his  iurvey  of  the  weftern  fhore  fouthward 
from  that  point,  until  he  ftiould  arrive  in  the 
ocean,  either  by  the  channel  that  appeared  to 
communicate  with  it,  or  by  any  other  in  a  rnore 
northerly  or  wefterly  diredion. 

Matters 
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Matters  having  been  thus  arranged,  we  re¬ 
turned  on  board ;  and  the  next  morning  Mr. 
Whidbey  in  the  cutter,  accompanied  by  Lieu¬ 
tenant  Svvaine  in  the  launch,  with  a  fortnight’s 
provifions,  and  Mr.  Johnftone,  attended  by  Mr. 
Barrie  in  our  fmall  cutter,  fet  out  to  execute  their 
refpedlive  commiffions. 

Mr.  Johnftone’s  excurfion  was  of  fliort  dura¬ 
tion,  for  on  Wednefday  the  1 1  th,  in  the  after¬ 
noon,  he  returned,  having  continued  his  exami¬ 
nation  of  the  fuppofed  continental  fhore  from 
the  place  w^here  he  had  quitted  it  on  his  laft  expe¬ 
dition,  and  found  it  to  take  an  irregular  diredlion 
from  thence  to  a  point  which,  after  Mr.  Barrie 
who  accompanied  him,  I  named  Point  Bar¬ 
rie  ;  being  the  eafi:  point  of  the  opening  before 
mentioned  leading  to,  the  northwarc^  In  that 
fpace  innumerable  rocks  were  found  ;  and  nearly 
in  the  middle,  between  the  two  points,  a  large 
bay  was  feen,  about  four  miles  wide  at  the  en¬ 
trance,  and  of  about  the  fame  extent  to  its  bot¬ 
tom  ;  in  which  were  two  or  three  rocky  iflets, 
with  many  rocks.  The  opening  leading  to  the 
north  feemed  to  be  alfo  a  large  open  bay,  bound¬ 
ed  with  fuch  an  infinite  number  of  rocky  iflets 
and  rocks  above  and  beneath  the  furface  of  the 
water,  that  the  navigation  was  very  intricate  and 
dangerous  even  for  the  boats.  Under  thefe  cir- 
cumftances,  Mr.  Johnftone  confidered  it  moft: 
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prudent  to  keep  without  the  rocks  which  ex¬ 
tended  along  that  fhore,  until  he  was  abreaft  of 
the  ftatlon  that  was  to  conclude  his  refearches 
and  which,  proving  to  be  an  Hland,  acquired  the 
name'  of  Conclusion  Island,  where  Mr. 
Whidbey  had  already  commenced  his  furvey. 
From  hence  Mr.  Johnftone  returned  on  boards 
wdthout  meeting  with  any  particular  occurrence^ 
or  feeing  any  of  the  inhabitants ;  five  of  whom, 
however,  had  vifited  us  in  the  courfe  of  the  day, 
but  had  not  brought  any  thing  to  difpofe  of. 

In  the  evening  we  had  a  frefli  gale  from  the 
N.  W.  but  in  the  nie^ht  the  wind  veered  to  the 
S.E.  and  again  blew  very  hard,  attended  by  heavy 
fqualls  and  much  rain.  This  boifterous  unplea- 
fant  weather  continued  until  Sunday  the  15th, 
when  it  became  more  moderate,  and  enabled  me 
to  employ  a  boat  in  making  a  furvey  of  this  port. 

The  two  follow^ing  days  the  wind  was  mode¬ 
rate,  but  very  variable  between  the  north  and 
wxflern  quarters,  attended  by  dark  heavy  gloomy^ 
weather;  this  on  the  night  of  Tuefday  the  17th, 
brought  on  a  very  violent  gale  from  the  S.  E.  at¬ 
tended  with  heavy  fqualls  and  torrents  of  rain. 
The  fame  weather  continued  until  the  forenoon 
of  Friday  the  20th,  when  both  wind  and  weather 
became  more  temperate  ;  yet  I  was  very  anxious 
for  the  fafety  of  our  friends  in  the  boats,  left  they 
fliould  have  been  overtaken  by  any  of  thefe  florms 
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in  an  expofed  and  dangerous  fituatlon.  In  the 
afternoon,  however,  we  were  agreeably  relieved 
from  OUT  unpleafant  ftate  of  folicltude,  by  their 
arrival  on  board,  all  well,  though  very  much  fa¬ 
tigued  with  the  inclement  weather  they  had  en- 
eountered  during  almofi:  the  whole  of  their  ex- 
eurfion. 

On  leaving  the  veflels,  their  route  was  directed 
towards  Conclufion  ifland,  paffing  in  their  way 
thither  a  fmalier  ifland,  that  lies  nearly  in  the 
fame  direftion  from  point  Baker,  diftant  about 
four  miles.  This  ifland  is  low,  and  is  about  a 
mile  long,  in  a  north  and  fouth  dired-ion,  with 
a  ledge  of  very  dangerous  rocks  extending  from  its 
fouth  point.  From  the  north  point  of  Conclu¬ 
fion  ifland,  which  is  about  three  miles  and  a  half 
long,  in  a  diredlion  N.  40  W.  and  S.  40  E.  and 
has  fome  rocks  lying  off  its  fliores,  they  fteered 
N.  3  3  W.  two  miles;  to  a  point  forming  the 
north  point  of  a  bay  in  latitude  56^  31^  longi¬ 
tude  22&  2T,  where  they  commenced  their  exa¬ 
mination  ;  and  in  purfuing  a  foutherly  courfe, 
the  launch  ftruck  on  a  funken  rock,  and  knocked 
off  her  rudder  with  part  of  her  fternpofl;.  This 
accident  obliged  them  afterwards  to  fteer  with 
an  oar,  which  was  not  only  very  unpleafant,  but 
like  wife  much  retarded  their  progrefs.  Off  the 
fouth  point  of  this  bay,  which  in  a  fouth  direc¬ 
tion  is  four  miles  acrofs,  are  a  great  many  fcat- 
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tered  roclcs  and  iflets,  ftretching  nearly  to  the 
fouth-wefi:  point  of  Conclufion  ifland,  as  alfo 
along  the  fhore  of  the  main  land  ;  which  from 
that  point  takes  a  direc^tion  S.  20  E.  about  a 
league  to  the  north  point  of  the  bay off  which, 
in  the  fame  line,  at  the  diftance  of  about  a  mile, 
is  a  fmall  illand'  about  half  a  league  long,  with 
two  fmaller  ones  lying  off  its  fouth  point.  This 
bay  was  found  to  be  about  two  miles  acrofs,  in  a 
diredlion  S.  W.  by  W.  and  extending  from  its 
entrance  to  the  W.  N.  W.  two  miles  and  a  half ; 
containing  many  rocks,  whofe  tops  were  upon  a 
level  with  the  furface  of  the  water.  From  hence 
the  coaft  takes  an  irregular  direilion  about  S.  10 
E.  along  wEich  the  party  rowed,  paffing  fome 
bays  and  iflets  until  they  reached  a  point  in  lati¬ 
tude  5(3"^  17',  longitude  220'^  23',  which  formed 
the  north" eaft  point  of  entrance  into  an  opening 
leading  to  the  north-weft ;  this  they  entered  on 
the  morning  of  the  1 1th,  and  found  that  it  form¬ 
ed  an  extremely  good  harbour,  which  I  called 
Port  Beauclerc  ;  its  accefsand  egrefs  are  free 
from  every  obftruClion,  but  fuch  as  are  fufticiently 
evident  to  be  avoided.  From  its  north-eaft  point 
of  entrance  the  fliores  firft  extended  N.  40  W. 
four  miles  and  a  half,  then  S.  1 1  W.  nearly  the 
fame  diftance  ;  where  they  took  a  north- eafterly 
diredtion,  two  miles  towards  its  weft  point  of  en¬ 
trance,  which  lies  weft,  two  miles  from  the  op- 
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pofite  point.  Nearly  in  the  middle  is  a  fmali 
iiland,  and  fundry  roeky  iflets,  with  regular  found- 
ings  from  IS  to  20  fathoms;  and  an  iflet  with 
feme  rocks  before  its  entrance;,  lyi^^g  from  the 
north -eaft  point  of  entrance  S.  35  E.  at  the  dif- 
tance  of  one  mile.  Thefe  admit  of  a  good  chan¬ 
nel  on  every  fide.  The  furroimding  fliores  are 
in  general  moderately  elevated,  well  covered  with 
wood  ;  and  water  is  very  eafily  to  be  procured, 
as  the  communication  with  the  land  is  fuffi- 
ciently  commodious. 

From  point  Beauclerc  the  party  advanced 
about  a  league  S.  30  E.  to  a  point  that  I  named 
Point  Amelius,  which  forms  the  north-eait 
point  of  a  bay,  from  whence  they  gained  a  clear 
and  diftindl  view^  of  the  paffage  leading  into  the 
Gcean.  It  appeared  to  be  about  fix  or  feven  miles 
wide,  taking  nearly  a  fouth  diredlion,  Vvith  a 
high  iiland,  which,  after  Captain  Sir  John  Bor- 
kfe  Warren,  I  called  Warren’s  Island,  lying 
in  about  the  middle  of  the  entrance ;  each  diore 
ie  bounded  by  innumerable  rocky  idets  and  rocks, 
but  the  middle  of  the  palTage  i'ecmed  free  from 
danger.  The  bay  was  found  to  fall  back  about 
a  league  to  the  weftw^ard ;  here  the  fhores  took 
a  more  foutherly  diredlion,  and  idets,  rocks  and 
breakers  extended  from  them  about  a  league. 
Some  fmart  diowers  of  rain  fell  in  the  fore  part 
of  the  day,  tand  as  they  purfued  their  inquiries 
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through  this  labyrinth  of  dangers,  in  the  after¬ 
noon,  a  ftrong  gale  from  the  ocean  brought  with 
it  fo  heavy  a  fea  that  they  were  conftrained  to 
feek  for  flielter,  and  were  very  fortunate  in  find¬ 
ing  a  fecure  retreat  in  a  cove  that  efFedlually  pro- 
tefted  them  againfi:  a  very  ftrong  eafterly  gale  of 
wind,  that  blew  during  the  night  with  great  vio¬ 
lence.  In  the  following  morning  it  moderated, 
and  the  party  prepared  to  depart ;  but  the  wea¬ 
ther  at  that  inftant  becoming  very  thick  and 
rainy,  attended  by  an,  increafing  gale  from  the 
S.  E.  it  was  deemed  moft  prudent  to  remain  in 
this  fnug  cove,  until  the  w^eather  fhould  be  more 
favorable  for  carrying  their  defigns  into  execu¬ 
tion.  This  did  not  take  place  until  the  morning 
of  the  15th;  in  which  interval  the  launch  was 
hauled  on  fliore,  and  fuch  temporary  repairs  w^ere 
given  to  her,  as  wxre  likely  to  anfwer  their  pre- 
fent  purpofe.  This  ftorm  blew  without  inter- 
miffion  from  between  the  eaft  and  fouth,  and 
with  fuch  fury  that  it  w^as  fcarcely  poffible  to 
look  againft  the  wind  ;  nor  could  the  party  when 
on  fliore  ftand  expofed  to  it,  without  holding  by 
the  rocks,  trees,  or  fome  other  fecurity. 

From  this  cove  they  found  the  coaft  take  a 
fouth  dlredlion  nearly  three  miles,  to  a  low  rocky 
point,  called  by  me  Point  St.  Alban’s,  in  la¬ 
titude  50^  7^  longitude  226°  18^.  The  violence 
of  the  furf,  wdiich  ft  ill  continued  to  break  upon 
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the  coaft  in  conlequence  of  the  recent  tempef- 
tuous  weather;,  not  only  prevented  their  landing 
on  this  point,  but  rendered  their  navigating  this 
rocky  region  perilous  in  the  hlgheft  degree.  Mr. 
Whidbey  therefore  determined  to  get  at  the  out- 
fide  of  the  rocks  that  extend  about  a  league  from 
the  land,  which  vAth  much  difficulty  and  danger 
at  length  was  effedled,  and  they  then  proceeded 
round  to  point  St.  Alban’s,  which  forms  the 
cafl:  point  of  an  opening  leading  to  the  north¬ 
ward.  This  was  entered,  but  the  rocks  flill  kept 
the  party  off  from  the  main  land,  which  firft  took 
a  direction  from  point  St.  Alban’s,  N.  50  W. 
about  a  league  and  a  half,  where  the  rocks  ex¬ 
tending  along  the  eaftern  fhore  terminated  ;  and 
from  thence  that  ffiore  becamie  ftraight  and  com- 
padt,  taking  a  diredllon  N.  1 1  W.  to  the  latitude 
of  5 O'’ 20'',  longitude  225'’ 9^;  where  alfo  the 
northern  extent  of  this  opening  finally  ended.. 
Here  they  refted  for  the  night. 

The  fides  of  this  channel,  w^hich,  after  Ad¬ 
miral  Affleck,  1  named  Affleck’s  Channel* 
were  mountainous,  but  wxre  not  fo  fteep  as  the 
ffiores  of  the  more  interior  country.  Its  termi¬ 
nation  was  formed  by  low  flat  land,  covered  with 
trees,  that  feemed  to  extend  without  interruption 
as  far  as  could  be  difeerned  in  a  N.  N.  W.  direc¬ 
tion  ;  through  which  flat  country  feveral  fmall 
llreams  of  frefli  water  flowed  into  the  channel. 
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The  next  morning  they  returned  nearly,  in  a 
fouth  diredlion  along  the  weftern  flrore,  and 
found  the  width  of  the  channel  to  iiicreafe  from 
half  a  mile  near  the  head;,  to  two  miles  at  the 
difcance  of  about  eight  miles  from  it,  where  the 
iveftcrn  fhore  fliJl  continuing  its  fouthern  courle, 
is  indented  with  three  large  bays ;  the  north  point 
of  the  northernmoft,  which  is  the  largeft,  being 
diftant  from  the  fouth  point  of  the  fouthernmofi’, 
nine  miles,  Thefe  bays  were  examined,  and 
were  found  to  retire  from  the  line  of  their  en¬ 
trances  (being  all  nearly  in  the  fame  dircdlion) 
about  a  league;  the  northernmoft  and  fouthern- 
moft  have  feveral  rocks  and  iflets  about  them, 
and  the  neighbouring  country  is  moderately  ele¬ 
vated,  of  uneven  farface,  and  is  covered  with 
dwarf,  pine,  and  other  trees,. 

The  day  had  been  foggy  and  very  impleafant, 
which  obliged  them  to  reft"  from  their  labours 
early  in  the  evening,  near  to  the  fouth  point  of 
the  fouthernmoft  bay,  which  lies  from  point  St. 
Alban’s  S.'72  W.  diftant  five  miles  and  a  half; 
where  they  paffed  a  very  rainy  and  uncomfortable 
night. 

Although  the  rain  had  ceafed  on  the  next 

O 

morning,  yet  the  v/eather  continued  very  hazy 
and  unfavorable  ;  the  party,  however,  embarked, 
and  after  proceeding  about  four  miles  along  the 
continental  ftiore,  in  a  foutherly  dlredlion,  the 
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fog  obfcured  every  object  from  their  view ;  but 
as  they  continued  their  route  towards  the  foiith- 
crnmoft  part  of  the  main  land  they  had  before 
feen,  they  found  themfelves  on  a  fudden  within 
the  influence  of  a  very  heavy  long  rolling  fwell, 
coming  from  the  weftward,  and  indicating  their 
being  arrived  in^  or  very  near  to,  the  ocean. 

,(  Being  anxious  to  acquire  every  poflible  infor¬ 
mation  of  the  region  before  them,  and  of  the 
caufe  of  this  fudden  alteration,  tliey  remained  fta- 
tionary  from  eight  in  the  morning  until  two  in 
the  afternoon,  without  the  leait  appearance  of 
’  the  fog  clearing  away ;  on  w'hich  they  retired  to 
a  cove  about  a  mile  north  of  the  point,  which 
w^as  flickered  by  fome  iflets  and  rocks  lying  before 
it.  Here  the  fog  prevente'd  their  departure  until 
feven  o’clock  in  the  morning  of  the  1  8th,  when 
the  w^eather  in  fome  meafure  clearing  up,  they" 
returned  to  the  point,  where  they  landed  with 
fome  difficulty,  and  found  it  to  be  a  very  con- 
fpicuous  promontory,  extending  in  a  fouth  direc¬ 
tion  to  the  ocean.  From  this  promontory,  the 
moft  northern  extremity  of  the  fea  coaft  was  feen 
to  lie  N.  58  W.  and  the  moft  fouthern  S.  54  W, 
the  former  about  feven  leagues  diftant,  and  the 
latter,  which  is  the  wxftern  extremity  of  an  ifland 
of  fome  extent,  about  eight  miles.  From  the 
north-eaft  point  of  this  ifland,  which  lies  from 
the  promontory  S.  10  E,  diftant  four  miles,  is  a- 
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range  of  rocky  iflets  extending  to  the  north, 
within  half  a  league  from  the  main  land,  that 
obfeured  the  channel  before  noticed  as  leading 
to  the  fea. 

The  intermediate  fpace  between  thefe  iflets 
and  the  promontory,  appeared  to  form  a  palTage 
free  from  interruption ;  but  the  more  fpacious 
channel  to  the  eaftward  of  the  range,  feemed  to 
be  far  the  mofl:  eligible  for  veffels  bound  to  the 
fbuth  or  eaftward.  Thofe  going  to  the  north- 
weft  may  poffibly  find  no  inconvenience  in  navi¬ 
gating  this  paflage ;  in  which  cafe  a  very  great 
circuit  will  be  avoided,  and  they  will  much 
fooner  arrive  in  a  clear  ocean ;  as  no  rocks  or 
breakers  w'ere  feen  near  its  Ihorcs,  that  w^ere  not 
to  be  eafily  avoided ;  and  the  only  interruption 
to  the  view  tow^ards  the  fea  w^as  a  group  of  fmall 
iflands,  lying  to  the  W.S.W.  that  were  fuppofed 
to  be  thofe  called  the  Hazj^  ifles,  by  fome  of 
the  traders. 

The  party  having  now  accompllfhed  the  prin¬ 
cipal  objedl  of  their  expedition,  it  remained  at 
Mr.  Whidbey’s  option  to  profecute  his  refearches 
further  along  the  exterior  coaft,  or  to  defift  from 
the  purfuit.  The  frequent  and  long  delays  that 
had  attended  them  thus  far,  left  little  probability 
of  their  now  making  any  great  progrefs  along  an 
open  coaft  ;  efpecially  as  the  very  unfettled  ftate 
of  the  weather  was  by  no  means  favorable  to  the 

undertaking. 
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undertaking.  Mr.  Wlildbey  therefore  very  pru-* 
dently  declined  the  profecution  of  his  examina¬ 
tion,  and  made  the  beft  of  his  way  back  towards 
the  fhips,  {topping  for  the  night  in  a  cove  a  little 
to  the  fouth  of  that  in  which  they  had  taken 
flielter  during  the  ftorm,  and  which  had  the  ap¬ 
pearance  of  being  fufficiently  fcreened  by  rocks 
and  iflets  to  afford  them  protedlion  ;  in  this  opi¬ 
nion,  however,  they  were  miftaken,  for  during 
the  night  fo  heavy  a  fwell  rolled  from  the  fouth- 
ward,  as  to  call  forth  their  utmoff  exertions  to 
prevent  the  boats  from  being  daflied  to  pieces 
againft  the  rocks.  Here  the  party  was  detained 
until  ten  in  the  forenoon  of  the  following  day, 
before  they  could  embark  the  tents  and  other 
matters  that  had  been  landed  ;  and  after  this  was 
accomplifhed,  it  was  with  no  little  difficulty  that 
they  extricated  themfelves  from  the  furrounding 
rocks  and  breakers,  when  they  returned  to  port 
Protedlion  as  already  ftated. 

The  communication  of  this  intelligence,  the 
boifterous  ftate  of  the  weather,  the  advanced  fea- 
fon  of  the  year,  and  the  approach  of  long  and 
dreary  nights,  left  me  in  no  doubt  concerning 
the  meafures  that  ought  to  be  now  adopted ;  ef- 
pecially  as  the  tracing  of  the  continental  boun¬ 
dary  w^ould  now  be  expofed  to  the  numerous  in¬ 
conveniences  attendant  on  an  open  unexplored 
fca  coaft  ;  and  if,  after  our  utmoft  endeavors,  it 

fhould 
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Ihould  not  be  efFefted  with  that  accuracy  that 
had  hitherto  been  obferved,  our  anxious  labours 
and  exertions  would  be  rendered  very  incom¬ 
plete. 

Notwithftanding  that  I  was  by  no  means  fa-* 
tisfied  with  the  progrefs  w  c  had  made  in  our 
furvey  during  the  fiimmer^  yet  as  wc  had  an  ex- 
tenf  ve  fpace  to  examine,  that  w^ould  occupy  a 
great  length  of  time,  to  the  fouthward  of  Mon¬ 
terrey,  I  was  induced  to  yield  to  _  the  meafures 
which  prudence  didiated,  and  to  decline  entering 
on  any  new  northern  inquiries.  It  was  now-  alfo 
become  hjghly  expedient  that  the  vefl'els  fhould 
retire  to  fome  milder  region,  where  refreihments 
might  be  obtained ;  and  where  fuch  relaxation 
and  cafe  as  now  became  neceffary  might  be  given 
to  thoie  under  my  command,  wdiofe  zeal  and  la¬ 
borious  exertions,  during  the  fummer,  had  juftly 
intltled  them  to  my  befi:  thanks  and  higheft  com¬ 
mendation. 

My  mind  w^as  by  no  means  fatisfied  with  the 
fmall  extent,  in  a  diredl  line,  which  had  been 
examined  during  the  late  fummer  ;  yet  I  derived 
great  confolation  in  the  refle~d:ion  that,  in  all 
probability,  we  had  overcome  the  moft  arduous 
part  of  our  tafk,  and  that  our  future  refearches 
w^ould  be  attended  with  lefs  difappointment  and 
fatigue.  And  further,  that  fhould  the  informa¬ 
tion  we  had  thus  obtained  reach  Europe,  there 

would 
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would  no  longer  remain  a  doubt  as  to  tke  extent 
or  the  fallacy  of  the  pretended  dlfcoveries  faid  to 
have  been  made  by  Dc  Fuca,  and  De  Fonte,  De 
Fonta,  or  Fuentes. 

The  very  intricate  paffages  by  which  our  late 
refearches  were  carried  into  I  have  taken 

much  pains  to  defcribe  ;  yet  it  may  not  be  amifs 
to  endeavour,  by  affigning  names  to  fome  parti¬ 
cular  places,  and  by  a  more  concife  account,  to- 
render  fo  unentertaining  a  narrative  at  leaft  rnore 
comprehenfible. 

It  is  in  the  hrft  place  neceffary  to  premlfe,  that 
our  refearches  were  not  carried  on  in  a  continued 
or  diredl  line,  but  through  part  of  a  very  extenfive^,. 
and  hitherto  unexplored  region,  in  various  direc¬ 
tions,  bounded  to  the  eaftward  by  the  continent, 
and  to  the  weflward  by  the  ocean  ;  our  naviga¬ 
tion  in  the  veflels  on  fbme  occafions  leading  be¬ 
tween  iflands,  and  on  others  along  the  continental 
Ihore. 

That  part  of  the  archipelago,  comprehended 
between  the  Chatham’s  and  Fitzhugh’s  founds, 
lies  immediately  behind,  or  to  the  eaftward  of. 
Queen  Charlotte’s  iflands,  admitting  of  a  fpaclous 
navigable  channel,  between  the  weftern  fliore  of 
the  archipelago  and  the  eaftern  ftiore  of  thofe 
iflands.  This  region,  as  I  have  already  had  occa- 
fion  to  obferve,  had  been  vifited  before  our  ar¬ 
rival  in  it  by  feveral  traders,  particularly  by  a 

Mr., 
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Mr.  Duncan,  but  from  whom  no  certain  infor¬ 
mation  could  be  obtained  whether  it  was  a  part 
of  the  continent,  or  whether  it  was  wholly  com- 
pofed  of  illands ;  this  gentleman,  however,  was 
right  in  conjedluring  the  latter,  and  he  named 
thofe  parts  between  Nepean’s  and  Fitzhugh’s 
founds.  Princess  Royal’s  Islands,  which 
name  I  have  continued. 

The  continent  adjacent  to  thole  iflands,  from 
point  Stani forth  at  the  entrance  of  Gardner’s 
^channel,  to  Defolation  found,  the  northern  ex¬ 
tent  of  New  Georgia,  I  have  diftinguifhed  by  the 
name  of  New  Hanover,  after  his  Majefty’s 
hereditary  German  dominions.  To  the  north¬ 
ward  from  Nepean’s  found,  along  the  continental 
fliore,  is  a  continuation  of  this  archipelago,  fepa- 
ratcd  from  the  continent  by  Grenville’s  channel 
and  Chatham’s  found,  nearly  in  a  ftraight  line ; 
and  north-weftv/ard  from  Chatham’s  found,  is  a 
further  and  m.ore  cxtenfive  continuation  of  the 
fame  group  of  iflands,  foparated  from  the  conti¬ 
nental  iliore  by  various  Channels ;  the  moft  fpa- 
clous  of  which  is  that  by  which  the  veffels  ar¬ 
rived  at  this  ftation,  and  which,  in  honor  of  his 
Royal  Highnefs  Prince  William  Henry,  I  have 
called  The  Duke  of  Clarence’s  Strait;  it 
is  bounded  on  the  eaflern  fide  by  the  Duke  of 
York’s  iflands,  part  of  the  continent  about  cape 
Caamano,  and  the  ifles  de  Gravina.  Its  weftera 

fliorc 
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fliore  is  an  extenfive  traft  of  land,  which  (though 
not  vifibly  fo  to  us)  I  have  reafon  to  believe  is 
much  broken,  and  divided  by  water,  forming  as 
it  were  a  diftind:  body  in  the  great  archipelago. 
This  I  have  honored  'with  the  name  of  The 
Prince  of  Wales’s  Archipelago;  and’ the 
adjacent  continent,  to  the  northward  from  Gard¬ 
ner’s  channel,  to  point  Rothfay,  the  extent  of 
our  furvey  to  the  north  this  fealbn,  I  have  dif- 
tinguifhed  with  that  of  New  Cornwall. 

The  fhoal  extending  from  point  Blaquiere  to 
point  Rothfay  having  been  found  by  Mr.  John-" 
ftone  to  be  impaffable  by  our  boats,  the  land  to 
the  weftward  of  the  former  point  was  confidered 
as  forming  a  part  of  the  continent ;  as  alfo  that 
to  the  weftward  of  Conclufion  ifland,  although  it 
had  not  been  pofitively  fo  determined  from  point 
Barrie,  owing 'to  the  rocks  and  other  dangerous 
impediments  which  prevented  Mr.  Johnftone 
from  keeping  fufficiently  near  to  the  main  land 
for  afcertaining  that  fadl: :  fhould,  however,  this 
conjedlure  be  hereafter  proved  to  have  been  ill- 
founded,  and  the  land  in  qucftion  be  found  in- 
fular,*  the  channel  or  channels  by  which  it  may 
be  divided  or  feparated  from  the  continent,  are 
certainly  not  navigable  for  fhipping ;  hence  I 
have  confidered  the  continental  fliore  to  have 
been  traced  to  the  confpicuous  promontory  at 

*  This  was  the  following  year  proved  to  be  the  fa6l. 

VoL.  IV.  T  which 
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which  Mr.  Whidbey’s  laft  excurfion  terminated, 
and  that  its  Ihores  were  there  waflied  by  the  un¬ 
interrupted  waters  of  the  North  Pacific.  Under 
the  impreffion  of  all  the  land  north- eaftward 
from  that  promontory  to  point  Rothfay,  being  a 
continuation  of  the  continental  fhores  of  New 
Cornwall,  New  Hanover,  New  Georgia,  and 
New  Albion,  the  extent  of  the  difeoveries  of  De 
Fuca,  De  Fonte,  and  other  pretenders  to  a  prior 
knowledge  of  thefe  regions,  muft  necelfarily  be 
decided,  even  admitting  that  fuch  affumptions 
were  true ;  hence  I  have  diftinguilhed  this  pro¬ 
montory,  fituated  in  latitude  5f)°  2^  and  longi¬ 
tude  220®  8^  by  the  name  of  Cape  Decisiois^. 
This  cape  forms  (if  the  expreffion  be  corred:)  the 
north-weft  continental  point,  and  cape  Flattery 
in  New  Georgia,  fituated  in  latitude  48^  23'', 
longitude  235^  3S\  the  fouth-eaft  point  of  this 
very  extenfive  archipelago.  ,  • 

Thefe  promontories,  as  it  wxre,  unfold  the  ex¬ 
tremities  of  this  broken  region,  which,  from  the 
former,  extends  to  the  north- eaftw^ard  and  fouth- 
eaft  ward  ;  and  from  the  latter,  to  the  fouth-eaft- 
ward,  north-eaftward,  and  north-weftward.  The 
weftern  fide  of  the  intermediate  fpace  of  this  ex¬ 
tenfive  group  of  illands,  between  thefe  two  pro¬ 
montories,  excepting  that  part  oppofite  to  Queen 
Charlotte’s  iflands,  forms  the  external  or  fea  coaft, 
and  previous  to  this  furvey  was  generally  laid 

,  ,  down 


1793*]  ROUND  THE  WORLD.  275 

down  as  the  continental  iliore.  This,  at  length, 
was  found  to  compofe  the  exterior  coaft  at  cape 
Decifion,  and  flattered  our  hopes  that  our  exa¬ 
mination  in  the  enfuing  feafon  would  be  carried 
into  execution  with  lefs  difficulty  and  fatigue 
than  had  hitherto  attended  our  refearches. 

Confcious,  however,  that  thefe  additional  ob- 
iervations  may  not  be  fufficiently  explanatory,  I 
beg  leave  to  refer  my  readers  to  the  charts  for  the 
further  elucidation  of  our  fiirvey. 

The  reafons  already  affigned/or  declining  the 
further  profecutlon  of  our  inquiries  along  the  con  • 
tinent,  to  the  northward  of  cape  Decifion,  in¬ 
duced  me  to  lofe  no  time  in  repairing  to  the 
fouthward  ;  purpofmg  in  that  route,  ffiould  cir- 
cumftances  fo  permit,  to  fix  the  outline  of  the 
external  coaft,  particularly  the  weftern  fide  of 
Queen  Charlotte’s  iflands,  which  had  been  re¬ 
ported  to  have  been  very  erroneoufly  delineated 
in  the  charts  already  publiffied. 

Every  thing  was  in  readinefs  for  our  proceed¬ 
ing  to  fea  on  Friday  the  20th  ;  but  contrary  winds 
detained  us  until  the  morning  of  Saturday  the 
21  ft,  when,  with  a  light  variable  breeze,  and  the 
affiftance  ot  our  boats,  we  were  at  noon  about 
half  a  league  to  the  weftward  of  port  Protection  ; 
a  haven  that  had  afforded  us  anafylum  when  we 
little  expecited  it,  amidft  impending  dangers. 

Port  Protection  will  be  moft  readily  found,  by 

T  2  attending 


!276  A  VOYAGE  OP  DISCOVERY  [sEPT. 

attending  to  the  following  diredlions.  It  Is  fitu- 
ated  at  the  north-weft  extremity  of  the  Prince  of 
Wales’s  archipelago  ;  its  fouthern  extreme  corn- 
poles  the  bafe  of  a  very  remarkable,  barren, 
peaked  mountain,  which  I  have  called  Mount 
Calder,  after  Captain  Calder  of  the  navy  ;  this 
is  conlpicuous  in  many  points  of  view,  not  from 
its  fuperior  elevation,  when  compared  to  the 
mountains  I  have  had  occalion  to  notice  on  the 
continent,  but  from  its  height  above  the  reft  of 
the  country  in  its  immediate  vicinity,  and  from 
its  being  vifible  in  various  directions  at  a  great 
diftance.  Point  Baker,  on  an  iflet  clofe  to  the 
fhore,  forms  its  north -eaft  point  of  entrance,’ 
from  whence  the  oppofite  point  lies  S.  27  W.,  at 
the  diftance  of  three  quarters  of  a  mile;  the  chan¬ 
nel  is  good,  and  free  to  enter,  yet  there  is  one 
lurking  rock,  vifible  only  at  low  tide,  lying  in  a 
direction  from  point  Baker  S.  1 3  E.,  about  three 
cables  length  diftant ;  the  weeds  that  it  produces 
however  makes  it  fufficiently  evident  to  be 
avoided,  even  at  high  water,  as  it  admits  of  a 
clear  palTage  all  round  it,  with  foundings  clofc 
to  it  from  eight  to  twelve  fathoms.  About  a 
mile  to  the  north  of  point  Baker  is  fituated  alfo 
a  bank,  on  which  the  foundings  are  very  irregu¬ 
lar,  from  fifteen  to  thirty-two  fathoms ;  this, 
with  the  meeting  of  the  tides  round  the  Prince 
of  Wales’s  archipelago,  caufes  an  agitation  or 

-  kind 
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.kind  of  race  In  the  water,  efpecially  with  the 
flood  tide,  that  might  appear  dangerous  to  ftran* 
gers ;  we,  however,  after  many  trials,  found  no 
where  lefs  than  fifteen  fathoms  upon  It,  and  no 
bottom  could  be  gained  with  fixty  and  feventy 
.fathoms  of  line,  between  it  and  the  fliore. 

This  harbour  takes  a  general  direction  from  its 
entrance  S.  30  E.,  for  about  two  miles  and  a 
quarter  ;  its  width  from  five  to  three  cables  length 
acrofs  Its  navigable  extent ;  beyond  which  it  ter¬ 
minates  in  fmall  fhallow  coves.  The  foundings 
.-are  rather  Irregular,  from  thirty  to  fifty  fathoms  ; 
and  where  we  anchored  near  a  projecfting  rocky 
point,  which  at  high  water  became  an  iflet,  the 
bottom,  although  the  lead  generally  brought  up 
mud,  was  hard,  and  probably  rocky,  as  our  ca¬ 
bles  received  fome  damage  ;  and  juft  in  that 
neighbourhood  the  depth  was  more  irregular  than 
in  any  other  part  of  the  harbour.  From  thence 
point  Baker  lies  N.  25  W.,  the  rock  in  the  chan¬ 
nel  N.  33  W.,  the  fouth  point  of  the  port  N. 
82  W.,  and  the  projecting  rocky  point,  or  iflet 
at  high  water,  eaft,  at  the  diftance  of  a  cable’s 
length.  Ourfituation  was  fome  what  expofed  to 
the  north  and  north-weft  winds,  which  have 
been  avoided  by  taking  a  ftatlon  higher  up  In 
the  harbour,  or  in  a  fnug  cove  to  the  fouth-eaft 
of  the  rocky  point  or  iflet.  The  lhore$  are  in 
moft  places  fteep  and  rocky,  and  are  covered  with 

T  3  an 
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an  Impenetrable  forefi:  of  pine  and  other  trees. 
They  afford  feveral  ftreams  of  frefh  water,  and 
with  our  hooks  and  lines  a  few  halibut  were 
caught,  but  the  feine  was  ’worked  to  no  effe6l. 
We  fometimes  deprived  the  gulls  and  crows  of 
a  kind  of  caplin,  which  were  left  in  fome  num¬ 
ber  by  the  high  tides,  on  the  beaches,  and  amongft 
the  rocks  ;  thefe  proved  to  be  the  moft  delicate 
eating,  to  which  our  fportfmen  added  fome  ducks, 
geefe,  and  other  aquatic  birds ;  of  the  latter  we 
had  alfo  procured  fome  in  port  Stewart ;  fo  that 
rwith  different  forts  of  berries  which  the  fliores 
produced,  the  tables  of  the  officers  were  by  no 
.means  ill  fupplied.  '  The  wild  fowl  wxre  not  ob¬ 
tained  in  fuch  numbers  as  to  ferve  the  fliip’s  com¬ 
pany,  but  of  the  fifh  and  fruit  they  always  had 
'a  due  proportion.  The  irregularity  of  the  tides 
prevented  me  from  afcertaining  any  thing  fatis- 
Tadlory  concerning  their  motion,  ovv'itig  probably 
to  the  infular  fituation  of  the  port,  and  the  boif- 
•terous  weather  that  had  conftantly  prevailed.  Our 
obfervations,  however,  ferved  to  fhew  that  the 
flood-tide  came  from  the  fouth,  and  that  it  is 
high  water  7^  40^  after  the  moon  paffes  the  me¬ 
ridian.  I  procured  only  one  day’s  obfervation 
for  the  latitude,  for  fixing  the  true  pofition  of  this 
port,  but  it  was  one  upon  which  I  could  much 
depend.  That  was  by  no  means  the  cafe  with 
the  obfervations  I  made  for  afcertaining  the  lon¬ 
gitude 
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gltude  by  the  -chronometers,  which,  fince  our 
departure  from  port  Stewart,  feemed  to  have 
gone  very  irregularly  ;  the  longitude  therefore  of 
this  place,  as  likewife  of  the  feveral  points  and 
iiations,  from  hence  fouthward  to  Nootka,  is  de¬ 
duced  from  fubfcQuent  obfervations  made  at  that 

1 

port,  by  which  the  longitude  of  the  entrance  into 
port  Protection  appeared  to  be  226^  35"',  its  la¬ 
titude  5 6°  20^;  and  the  variation,  by  two  com- 
pafles,  di'ffering  from  28°  3  7^  to  22°  42^,  fhewed 
the  mean  refult  to  be  25°  eaftwardly. 

Although  we  had  paffed  thus  far  through  Cla¬ 
rence’s  ftralts  without  interruption,  it  is  never- 
thelefs  a  navigation  that  ought  to  be  profecuted 
with  much  circumfpedlion  ;  particularly  from 
the  anchorage  which  we  quitted  on  the  7th,  to 
port  Protection,  and  from  thence  to  fea,  by  the 
route  we  were  now  purfuing  through  the  main 
channel,  to  the  eaftw^ard  of  cape  Decifion. 

Little  progrefs  was  made  on  Saturday  night, 
owing  to  the  light  variable  winds.  Several  fig- 
nals  were  made  to  denote  our  fituation  to  the 
Chatham,  and  though  foundings  were  frequently- 
fought,  no  bottom  could  be  gained  wdth  J  Go  fa¬ 
thoms  of  line.  On  Sunday  the  22d,  with  the 
approach  of  day  a  gentle  breeze  fprang  up  from 
the  northward,  but  was  unfortunately  attended 
with  a  very  thick  fog.  We  had  however  pro¬ 
cured  a  tolerably  good  view  of  our  fituation  bc- 
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fore  its  commencement ;  and  Mr.  Whldbey  hav¬ 
ing  paid  particular  attention  to  the  courfe  we  had 
to  purfue,  we  made  fail  accordingly. 

About  eight  o’clock  we  were  within  hearing 
of  a  very  heavy  furf  to  the  wefhward,  and  fhortly 
after,  by  a  partial  difperfion  of  the  fog,  our  fitu- 
ation  was  fliewn  to  be,  as  we  expeded,  abreaft 
of  point  St.  Alban’s,  and  about  ,two  miles  from 
the  neareft  of  thofe  dangerous  rocks  that  furround 
it.  The  fog  gradually  cleared  away,  and  towards, 
noon  the  weather  became  pleafant,  with  a  favor¬ 
able  breeze  from  the  north- weft  ;  this  made  me 
regret  the  obfcurity  of  the  morning,  ^hich  had 
prevented  our  delineating  the  eaftern  flipre  with 
more  exadnefs  than  had  been  elfeded  by  the  very 
diftant  view  of  it  obtained  in  the  boats. 

Our  courfe  had  been  direded  between  War¬ 
ren’s  ifland  and  the  iflands  lying  to  the  fouthward 
of  cape  Decifion.  The  fouthernmoft  of  thefe  is 
the  largeft,  being  about  feycii  leagues  in  circuit ; 
this  I  called  Coronation  Island,  the  day  of 
our  paffing  it  having  been  the  anniverlary  of  that 
happy  event.  At  noon,  it  bore  by  compafs  from 
S.  40  W.,  diftant  four  miles,  to  S.  23  W. ;  cape 
Decifion  S.  87  W.,  nearly  two  leagues;  mount 
Calder  N.  1 3  E. ;  a  confpicuous  point  on  the 
eaftern  fhore,  forming  the  fouth-eaft  point  of 
entrance  into  this  ftrait,  N.  7^  E.,  diftant  two 
leagues ;  to  which,  after  Captain  Pole  of  the 
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navy,  I  gave  the  name  of  Cape  Pole  ';  the  eaft 
point  of  Warren’s  ifland  S.  87  E.  about  two 
leagues  diftant ;  its  north- weft  point,  named  by 
me  Point  Borlase,  S.  63  E.,  diftaut  one  league; 
and  its  fouth-weft  point  S.  51  E.,  five  miles  dif¬ 
tant.  In  this  fituation  ourobferved  latitude  was 
56'',  longitu4o  226^  17^ 

Soon  after  mid-day  our  favorable  breeze  gra¬ 
dually  decreafed,  fo  that  it  was  paft  fun-fet  before 
we  reached  the  ocean. 

We  had  now  become  pretty  well  acquainted 
with  this  entrance  into  the  ftrait,  formed  on  the 

I 

weft  by  cape  Decifion,  and  on  the  eaft  fide  by 
cape  Pole;  thefe  lie  from  each  other  S.  72  E., 
and  N-  72  W.,  eleven  miles  afunder;  having  to 
the  fouthward  of  this  line  the  iflands  above  men¬ 
tioned,  by  wdilch  are  formed  three  paflages  into 
the  ftrait.  That  between  cape  Decifion  and  the 
iflands  to  the  fouth  of  it,  has  been  already  de- 
feribed  ;  that  which  w^e  purfued  between  Coro¬ 
nation  and  Warren’s  Iflands  is  by  far  the  moft 
fpacious  and  fair  to  navigate,  for  in  that  between 
cape  Pole  and  Warren’s  ifland  fome  lurking  rocks 
were  obferved. 

To  the  fouthward  of  this  ifland  are  three  cluf- 
ters  of  very  dangerous  rocks,  the  firft  lying  from 
its  north- weft  point  S.  15  E.,  at  the  diftance  of 
three  miles  and  a  half ;  the  fccond  fouth,  diftant 
fix  miles ;  and  a  fmall  iflet  lying  from  them 

fouth- 
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fouth~eaft,  at  the  diftance  of  about  half  a  league. 
The  third  clufter  lies  off  the  fouth-caft  point  of 
the  ifland,  which,  from  its  north -weft  point,  lies 
S.  55  E.,  four  miles,  from  wdience  thofe  rocks 
lie  in  a  direcftion  S.  30  E.,  about  four  miles  dif- 
tant.  Nearly  in  mid-channel  between  the  iflands, 
bottom  could  not  be  gained  v/ith  1  20  fathoms  of 
line.  W  e  faw  nothing  of  the  land  to  north -weft 
of  cape  Decifion,  but  that  to  the  fouth-caft  and 
fouth  of  cape  Pole  feemed  to  be  much  divided  by 
water. 

Having  once  more  the  fatisfacllon  of  being  in 
an  open  fea,  our  courfe  was  direfted  to  the  fouth - 
eaft,  but  cur  fails  were  fcarcely  trimmed  to  the 
favorable  breeze  that  prevailed,  when  it  faddenly 
fnifted  to  the  S.  E.,  and  blew  a  frefli  gale,  with 
which  we  ftood  to  the  fouthw'ard.  The  fl^y  foon 
became  overcaft,  and  towards  the  morning  of  the 
23d  the  wind  had  fo  much  inereafed,  attended 
by  an  heavy  fea,  that  we  pitched  away  our  fprit- 
fail-yard,  and  were  obliged  to  get  down  our  top  •• 
gallant-yards.  About  this  time  the  Chatham 
made  fignal  for  having  fprung  a  lower  yard. 

In  the  forenoon  the  fouth-eaft  gale  moderated, 
and  died  away  ftn  the  evening  to  a  calm,  which 
afforded  us  an  opportunity  of  learning  that  the 
Chatham’s  main  boom  had  been  carried  away, 
an  accident  that  we  had  immediately  in  our 
power  to  repair.  The  calm  wasfliortly  fucceeded 
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by  a  fefli  gale  from  the  weftward,  with  which  we 
directed  our  courfe  for  the  north-weft  point  of 
Queen  Charlotte’s  illands  ;  thefe  were  in  fight 
about  ten  the  next  morning,  bearing  E.  N.  E. 
J  E.  ;  and  at  noon,  being  within  about  three 
leagues  of  the  Ihore,  we  failed  along  it  to  the 
fbuth-eaftward  ;  our  qbferved  latitude  54^  14f, 
ion2:itude  225^  42^  and  the  variation  of  the  com- 
pafs  24°  33^  eaftwardly. 

In  this  fituation  the  north- weft  point  of  this 
land,  which  it  feems  is  an  iiland,  named  by  Sen' 
Caamano  Me  de  Langara,  bore  by  compafs  N, 
&/  E.  to  N.  48  E,  and  the  fouthernmoft  land  in 
fight  S.  42  E.  :  by  our  obfervations  the  north- 
weft  point  of  this  ifland  is  fituated  in  latitude  54* 
20^,  longitude  220°  59C  ;  and  by  Mr.  Dixon’s 
chart  it  is  placed  in  latitude  54°  24b  longitude 
226^  30^  •  which  is  no  very  material  difagree- 
ment. 

From  this  point,  which  I  have  called  Point 
North,  wx  found  the  general  trending  of  theft 
Mores  firft  take  a  diredllon  N.  14  W.,  twenty- 
two  miles  to  a  projeblingland,  appearing  like  two 
illands  ;  the  weft  extremity  of  which  I  named 
Point  Frederick;  and  then  S.  17  E.  twenty- 
ftx  miles  to  a  high  fteep  cliffy  hill,  called  by  Mr. 
Dixon  Hippa  ifland  ;  this  ended  in  a  low  projedt- 
ing  point  to  the  north-eaftward,  off  which  lie 
fame  breakers,  though  at  no  great  diftance. 

The 
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The  coafl:  to  the  N.  N.  E.  and  S.  E.  of  Hippa 
ifland  appeared  to  be  much  broken,  particularly 
to  the  fouth-eaftward ;  where  a  very  extentive 
found  takes  an  eafterly  diredtion,  named  by  Mr. 
Dixon  Rennell’s  found ;  its  entrance  by  our  ob- 
fervations  is  in  latitude  53®  28^  longitude  227^ 
21^.  Having  reached  this  extent  about  dark,  we 
hauled  our  wind,  and  plied  under  an  eafy  fail  to 
preferve  our  Ration  until  the  next  morning.  At 
the  dawn  of  the  following  day,  Wednefday  the 
25th,  we  continued  along  the  coaft,  compofed^of 
fteep  mountainous  precipices,  divided  from  each 
other  by  the  water ;  thefe  feemcd  to  have  gra¬ 
dually  increafed  in  height  from  point  North,  from 
whence  along  the  fhores  to  this  extent,  were 
fome  fcattered  iflets  and  rocks  at  a  fmall  diftancc 
from  the  land.  Our  progrefs  was  flow,  the  wind 
being  light,  accompanied  with  pleafant  weather. 
At  noon,  in  the  obferved  latitude  of  53°  lon¬ 
gitude  22  7^^  22^  Hippa  ifland  by  compafs  bore  N. 
42  W. ;  and  a  confpicuous  projeftmg  point, 
nearly  the  fouthernmqft  land  in  fight,  which  J 
named  Cape  Henry,  S.  82  E. ;  thefe  forming 
the  outline  of  the  coaft,  lie  from  each  other  S. 
32  E.  and  N.  32  W.,  15j  leagues  apart.  This 
cape,  fituated  in  latitude  52®  53',  longitude  227° 
45E,  forms  the  fouth  point  of  a  deep  bay  or  found, 
its  flipres  apparently  much  broken  ;  to  this  I  gave 
the  name  of  Englefield  Bay,  iri  honor  of  my 
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much  efteemed  friend  Sir  Henry  Englefield.  Its 
north  point  of  entrance  lying  from  cape  Henry 
N.  27  W.,  at  the  diftance  of  feven  leagues,  I 
called  Point  Buck  ;  which  alfo  forms  the  fouth 
point  of  entrance  into  a  found  falling  deep  back 
to  the  eaftward,  named  by  i4ie  Cartwright's 
Sound.  Its  north  point  of  entrance,  which  like- 
wife  after  my  very  particular  friend  and  phyfician 
I  named  Point  Hunter,  lies  from  point  Buck, 
N.  25  W.,  diftant  ten  miles ;  and  a  little  within 
this  line  of  direclion  is  an  ifland  near  the  northern 
Ihore. 

From  cape  Henry,  which  wx  pafl'ed  in  the  af¬ 
ternoon,  at  the  diftance  of  four  or  five  miles,  the 
fhores,  fo  far  as  we  had  reached  by  fun-fet, 
feemed  to  be  compacft  and  to  take  a  more  eafterly 
direction.  The  fouthernmoft  land  in  fight  bore 
by  compafs  S.  72  E.,  the  neareft  fhore  N.  N.  E, 
five  miles,  andt  he  northernmoft  land  in  fight  N. 
33  W.  During  the  night  the  wind  was  light 
and  variable,  by  which  means  our  diftance  from 
the  coaft  was  increafed  greatly  beyond  what  I 
had  intended.  At  day-light  on  Thurfday  the 
20th  the  land,  near  the  fouth  extremity  of 
Queen  Charlotte’s  iflands,  wdiich  is  named  by  Mr. 
Dixon  cape  St.  James,  w^as  feen  bearing  by  com¬ 
pafs  S.  87  E.  the  northernmoft  land  in  fight  INT, 
08  W.  and  the  neareft  fliore  N.  1 1  W.,  four  or 
five  leagues  diftant. 


With 
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With  a  favorable  though  light  breeze,  our 
courfe  was  direded  along  the  iliore,  but  at  too 
great  a  diftance  to  admit  of  our  making  any  par» 
ticular  or  exaft  delineation  of  it ;  nor  is  the  fketch 
we  were  enabled  to  obtain  of  ihefe  iflands  to  be 
confidcred  as  corredl,  or  to  be  depended  upon^ 
becaufe  their  numerous  divifions  would  have  dc” 
manded  a  furvey  that  would  have  occupied  in- 
finitely  more  time  than  we  had  now  to  beflow^/ 
Our  examination  was  wholly  confined  to  the  ge¬ 
neral  diredilon  of  the  fhores,  and  to  afeertain  the 
pofition  of  their  confpicuous  projedling  points- 
Towards  cape  St.  James  the  land  was  very  mo¬ 
derately  elevated,  but,  like  that  on  the  northern 
tpart  of  the  iflands,  It  rofe  gradually  to  rugged  and 
fineven  mountains,  which  occupied  the  centre  o^ 
the  country,  defeending  towards  its  extremities 
to  a  lefs  height,  and  is  of  a  more  uniform  appear- 
ancCi 

'The  wind  blew  a  gentle  breeze  from  the  W» 
N.  W.  attended  with  clear  and  pleafant  weather. 
At  noon  our  obferved  latitude  w  as  52^  sT,  longi¬ 
tude ‘228''  2Q^.  In  this  fituation  cape  St.  James 
bore  by  compafs  N.  7^  E-?  the  nearefl;  fliore  N- 
53  E.,  diftant  five  or  fix  leagues  ;  and  the  north- 
ernmoft  land  in  fig^ht  N.  42  W. :  thefe,  with 
other  angles  taken  in  the  courfe  of  the  day, 
flicwed  cape  St.  James,  according  to  our  obferva- 
tions,  to  be  in  latitude  51°  5  8^  longitude  229^ 

although 
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although  by  Mr.  Dixon’s  chart  it  is  placed  in 
latitude  4S\  longitude  230^.  Thefe  iflands 
are  alio  defcribed  by  him  to  occupy  an  extent  of 
2'^  35^  in  latitude,  and  3"^  24^  in  longitude; 
whereas  by  our  eftimation  they  include  only  2"^ 
22'  of  latitude,  and  2^  7^  of  longitude.  This  dif¬ 
ference  appears  to  have  originated  in  fixing  the 
pofition  of  Rennell’s  found,  and  to  have  iiicreaf- 
cd  uniformly  to  cape  St.  James. 

From  cape  St.  James  fome  rocks  and  rocky 
iilets  extend  between  the  direftions  of  S.  22  E. 
and  S.  35  E.,  at  the  diftance  of  about  a  league  ; 
though  Mr.  Gray,  in  the  Columbia,  ftriick  and 
received  fome  material  damage  upon  a  funken 
rock,  which  he  reprefented  as  lying  at  a  much 
greater  diftance,  though  nearly  in  the  fame  line 
of  direftion. 

The  prevailing  breeze  favoring  our  wiflies,  the 
Chatham’s  fignal  was  made  to  lead  during  the 
night ;  '  in  which  fo  little  progrefs  was  made,  that 
on  the  following  morning,  Friday  the  27th,  the 
land  about  cape  St.  James  w^as  ftlll  in  fight.  At 
noon  the  obferved  latitude  was  51^  15^  longi¬ 
tude  229^  4 of  The  wdnds  were  ftlll  favorable, 
though  very  gentle,  attended  wdth  delightfully 
pleafant  weather,  making  a  very  material  altera¬ 
tion  for  the  better  in  our  climate.  This  agreeable 
change,  hc^xver,  from  our  laft  year’s  experience, 
wx  had  no  great  expedlatlon  would  long  con¬ 
tinue. 
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tinue.  The  whales^  feals^and  fea  otters,  feemed 

t 

to  be  aware  of  this,  as  great  numbers  of  thefe 
animals  had  been  fporting  about  us  for  the  two 
or  three  previous  days,  enjoying  the  fun-lhine, 
and  probably  taking  their  leave  of  the  fummer 
feafon* 

In  the  evening  of  Saturday  the  28th  we  gained 
fight  of  the  wefternmoft  of  Scot’s  iflands,  bearing 
by  compafs  E.  i  N.  The  night  w^as  neatly  calm, 
^  and  the  next  morning  the  favorable  breeze  was 
fucceeded  by 
noon  the  wefternmoft  of  Scot’s  iflands  bore  by 
compafs  N.  44  E.,  and  the  eafternrhoft  N.  6]  E. 
The  obferved  latitude  50°  45',  the  longitude  being 
at  that  time  230°  29';  this  longitude  was  de¬ 
duced  from  the  above  latitude,  the  bearings  of 
thefe  iflands,  and  their  pofttlon  as  fixed  by  our 
obfervations  made  the  preceding  year  *  which  I 
confidered  to  be  as  accurately  afeertained  as  any 
ftatlon  on  this  coaft.  This  circumftanCe  now 
afforded  me  an  excellent  opportunity  of  dlfcover- 
ing  the  fevcral  errors  of  our  chronometers^  which 
were  by  thefe  means  proved  beyond  all  doubt 
to  be  going  very  incorredlly.  The  longitude 
fhewn  at  noon  by  Kendall  was  230^  56'',  by  Ar¬ 
nold’s  No.  14,  230°  20'  38'',  and  by  Arnold’s 
No.  176,  23 12'  37^'.  Thefe  being  deduced 
from  very  excellent  obfervations  made  both  be¬ 
fore  and  after  noon,  iliewed  Kendall’s  to  be 

27"  15^^ 


light  airs  from  the  eaftward*  At 
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27^  \5\  and  Arnold’s  No;  176  to  be  43^  37^'  to 
the  eaft,  and  No.  i4,  to  be  8'  22"  to  the  weft  of 
the  truth. 

From  hence  our  courfe  was  directed  in  the 
beft  manner  we  were  able  towards  Nootka,  then 
lying  S.  58  E.,  dt  the  diftance  of  45  leagues^ 
Such  however  was  the  tardinefs  of  our  progrefs 
from  adverfe  winds,  calms,  fqually,  thick>  rainy, 
of  foggy  weather ;  that  it  was  not  until  about 
hoon  of  Saturday  the  5th  of  0(ftober  that  we 
reached  that  port; 

The  ufual  ceremoriies  of  falutes,  and  other 
formalities  having  pafled^  accompanied  by  Mr, 
Puget  I  waited  on  Sen’'  Saavadra,  the  comman¬ 
dant  of  the  port ;  who  informed  me,  that  he  had 
hot  received  any  inteUigence>  either  from  Europe 
of  from  New  Spain,  fince  our  departure  from 
hence  in  the  fpririg ;  and  that  neither  the  Dae¬ 
dalus,  nor  any  other  fhip  with  ftores  addreffed  to 
me,  had  been  there.  The  Daedalus  I  had  fome 
expectation  of  meeting  here,  in  the  event  of  her 
having  made  a  good  paflage  to  port  Jackfon,  and 
hot  having,  been  there  detained. 

The  only  vellel  we  found  at  Nootka,  was  the 
San  Carlos  laid  up  for  the  winter ;  but  Sen’'  Saa-* 
vadra  gave  me  to  underftand,  that  in  the  epurfe 
of  the  fummer  the  port  had  been  vifited  by  a 
French  fliip  called' La  Flavla,  having  on  board  a 
very  Valuable  cargo  of  European  commodities, 
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v^hich  was  carried  to  Kamfchatka,  there  to  be 
difpofed  of  to  the  Ruffians  for  furs,  with  which  a 
cargo  of  tea  was  to  have  been  purchafed  in  China; 
'but  that  their  expedition  hitherto  had  not  an- 
fwered  their  expectations. 

Sen/  Saavadra  further  Rated,  that  Vvffiilft  the 
veffel  remained  at  Nootha  the  crew  had  been 
very  mutinous  ;  and  fo  unruly,  that  the  com¬ 
mandant  had  been  on  the  point  of  employing 
force  to  compel  them  to  due  obedience  of  their 
commander’s  orders,  to  which  at  length  they 
feemed  to  be  tolerably  well  reconciled,  and  de¬ 
parted  for  China  lefs  diforderly  Inclined.  Some 
few  American  veffels  had  alfo  arrived  in  our  ab- 
fence,  but  in  a  moft  deplorable  condition,  totally 
in  want  of  provifons,  naval  ftores,  and  even  fuch 
articles  of  merchandize  as  were  neceffary  for 
trading  wij:h  the  natives. 

A  ftrong  gale  of  wind  from  the  S.  E.  the  next 
morning,  Sunday  the  6th,  obliged  us  to  ftrike 
the  top- gallant- mafts.  The  carpenters  were  em¬ 
ployed  on  fhore  in  cutting  down  a  new  main 
boom,  a  gaff  fpritfail-yard,  and  other  fpars  that 
were  wanted ;  whilR  the  reft  of  the  refpedlive 
crews^  were  engaged  in  the  feveral  other  duties 
that  now 'required  attention.  Thefe  fully  occu¬ 
pied  our 'time  until  Tuefday  morning  the  8th, 
when,  having  requefted  the  favor  of  Sen*”  Saava¬ 
dra  to  take  chaa'gb  of  a  letter  containing 'inftruc- 
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tions  for  the  guidance  of  the  commander  of  the 
Dasdalus,  or  of  any  other  velfel  that  might  arrive 
at  Nootka  with  difpatches  for  me,  or  with  ftores 
for  our  fervice ;  we  failed  from  that  port  with  a 
light  northerly  wind,  paying  and  receiving  from, 
the  fort  the  ufual  compliments.  ’ 

On  the  preceding  day  I  procured  fome  excel¬ 
lent  obfervations,  both  before  and  after  noon,  for 
afcertaining  the  error  of  our  chronometers  at  this 
place.  The  mean  refult  of  which  fhewed  that 
Kendalfs  was  sT  50^' ;  Arnold’s  No.  17^^  4 7^  21^^ 
to  the  eaft ;  and  that  No.  14,  was  18^,  to  the 
weft  of  the  truth.  Thefe  obfervations,  with 
thofe  made  when  off  Scot’s  Ifiands,  completely 
manlfefted  the  increafe  of  error  in  that  lapfe  of 
time,  by  which  means  a  new  rate  of  going  was 
pretty  well  afcertained ;  and  which  having  been 
adopted  In  calculating  and  corredling  Ihe  longi¬ 
tude  afligned  to  the  feveral  ftations  between  port 
Stewart  and  Nootka  as  before  mentioned,  I  truft 
will  be  found  liable  to  little  objection. 

The  error  and  rate  of  the  chronometers  as  re- 
fulting  from  the  before  mentioned  obfervations, 
Ihewed  Kendall’s  at  noon  on  the  7th,  to  be  faft  of 

,  r 

mean  time  at  Greenwich,  2^51''  4^' 

And  to  be  gaining  per  day  at  the 

rate  of  22  23 

Arnold’^  No.  1/0,  ditto,  ditto,  0  11  14 
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And  to  be  gaining  per  day  at  the 

rate  of  ^  ^  40^'' 45^^'^ 

Arnold’s  No.  14,  ditto,  ditto  2  38  59 
And  to  be  gaining  per  day  at  the 

rate  of  21  37 

Thefe  rates,  will  regulate  our  further  obferva-* 
tions,  until  we  may  have  an  opportunity  of  afcei- 
taining  the  errors  more  correcSly. 
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CHAPTER  VIIL 

Pajfage  to  the  Southward — The  Chatham  fent  to 
Port  Bodega — Arrival  of  the  T)ifcovery  at  Port 
Francifco— Chatham  arrives  there — Account  of 
her  Proceedings-^P roceed  to  Monterrey- — Joined 
hy  the  Dadalus^ — ConduSl  of  the  Governor — ■ 
Proceed  to  the  Southward— Anchor  at  Bar¬ 

bara — -Vift  Bueno  Ventura — Proceed  along  the 
Coa/l  to  the  Southward — Arrive  at  St.  Diego 
and  the  adjacent  l/latids—AJironomical  and  Nau^ 
tical  Obfervations, 

leaving  the  port  of  Nootka,  our  progrefi 
was  fo  much  Impeded  by  the  want  of  wind, 
and  by  the  influence  of  thofe  very  extraordinary 
counter  tides  or  currents  already  noticed,  that  by 
fix  in  the  evening  of  Tuefday  the  8th  we  were 
not  more  than  two  leagues  to  the  fouthward  of 
point  Breakers,  about  which  time  a  ftrange  veflel 
was  feen  from  the  maft  head  to  windward ;  but 
as  the  night  was  approaching,  and  as  I  wilhed  to 
avoid  any  delay,  we  took  no  other  notice  of  her, 
but  continued  our  courfe  to  the  S,  E.  agreeably 
to  my  former  determination  of  recommencing 
qiir  refearches  on  the  fouthern  part§  of  New  Al- 

y  3  bion^ 
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blon,  and  of  procuring  fuch  of  the  ncceffaiy  re- 
freihments  as  thofe  countries  afford,  and  which 
we  now  very  perceptibly  began  to  require. 

As  I  had  little  doubt  that  the  ftore  fliip  would 
join  us  before  we  fhould  have  quitted  thofe  fhores, 
and  as  St.  Diego  appeared  to  me  to  be  the  moft 
likely  harbour  to  anfwer  feveral  purpofes,  I  in¬ 
tended  to  unload  her  there,  and  to  give  our  veffcls 
fuch  neceffary  repair  and-  re-equipment  as  each 
might  demand. 

With  variable  winds  from  the  N.  W.  and  S.E, 
we  made  the  beft  of  our  way.  Thefe  winds* 
particularly  the  former,  though  blowing  a  mo¬ 
derate  breeze,  was  frequently  attended  with  very 
foggy  weather ;  we  however  made  fo  good  a 
progrefs,  that  by  the  afternoon  of  Monday  the 
14th,  we  paffed  cape  Orford  ;  to  the  fouthward 
of  which,  as  we  proceeded  along  the  coaft,  we 
obferved  on  the  eminences  and  hills  that  form 
the  fliores,  at  certain  diftances,  largre  fires  burn- 
ing  throughout  the  whole  night ;  a  circumftance 
that  had  not  before  occurred  to  my  obfervation 
on  this  coaft. 

Being  anxious  to  obtain  fome  certain  informa¬ 
tion  refpefting  the  port  of  Bodega,  of  which  the 
inclemency  of  the  weather  the  preceding  feafon 
had  difappoinred  me,  I  direrited  Mr.  Puget,  on 
Tuefday  the  15th,  to  make  the  beft  of  his  way 
thither,  whilft  I  proceeded  to  St.  Francifeo,  in 

the 
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the  hope  of  meeting  Sen’'  Quadra  there,  or  at 
Monterrey,  with  fufiiclent  credentials  for  fettling 
the  bufinefs  depending  about  Nootka ;  which,  it 
was  not  improbable,  might  render  our  return 
thither  immediately  neceflary.  Mr.  Puget  hav¬ 
ing  received  his  diredlions,  and  having  appointed 
St.  Francifco  as  a  rendezvous  where  he  would 
either  meet  or  hear  from  me,  he  immediately 
departed  for  the  port  of  Bodega ;  and  as  there 
w^as  not  the  leaft  probability  of  Mr.  Menzies 
being  able  to  vifit  that  part  of  the  coaft  by  any 
other  opportunity,  he  accompanied  Mr.  Puget 
in  purfuit  of  botanical  information. 

In  the  evening  cape  Mendocino  was  feeii 
bearing  S.  E.  at  the  diftance  of  feven  or  eight 
leagues.  During  the  night,  and  all  the  next  day, 
Wednefday  the  i  Gth,  the  wind  was  light  and  very 
baffling,  attended  with  a  thick  fog,  or  hazy  wxa- 
ther,  that  continued  until  the  morning  of  Thurf- 
day  the  ]  7th,  wdren,  with  a  fine  breeze  from  the 
N.N.VV.  we  fleered  along  the  coaft  to  the  foutli» 
eaft  of  cape  Mendocino.  At  noon  the  obferved 
latitude  was  3Q®  l  8^  ;  the  coaft  then  in  fight  ex¬ 
tending  by  compafs  from  N.  to  E.  S.  E.  the 
nearefl  fhore  N.  E.  diflant  about  a  league. 

In  the  afternoon  we  pafled  point  Barro  do: 
Arena,  and  to  the  north-weft  of  it  fome  breakers 
were  now  feen,  about  two  miles  from  the  lliore, 
that  had  not  been  noticed  on  our  former  vifit. 

U  4  The 
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The  Chatham,  thqugh  at  fprrie  diftance  before 
MSy  was  yet  in  fight,  and  kept  clofe  to  the  land  4 
but  we  directed  our  courfe  for  point  de  los  Keys. 
Light  baffling  winds,  attended  by  fog$  or  thick 
weather,  prevented  pur  reaching  that  diftance 
until  nopn  of  Saturday  the  19th  ;  when  w^c  paffed 
that  promontory  with  a  pleafant  breeze  from  the 
N.N.W.  which,  by  feven  in  the  evening,  brought 
us  to  an  anchor  in  port;  St.  Fr^ncifeo,  near  our 
former  birth  off  the  Prefidio. 


We  were  fopn  hailed  from  the  fflpre,  upon 
which  a  boat  w^as  difpatched  thither,  and  imme- 
d lately  returned  with  our  civil  and  attentive  friend 
Seff  Sal ;  who,  in  addition  to  the  offers  of  his 
fervices  and  hofpitality,  gratified  us  by  commu¬ 
nicating  the  interefting  iritelligence  of  the  ffate 
of  Europe,  up  to  fo  late  a  date  as  the  preceding 
February  ;  which,  as  may  be  riaturally  expelled, 
bad  long  been  an  olyed:  of  our  moft  anxious  cu-^ 
riofity.  After  fupper  Ser^’^^  Sal  retired  to  the 
fflore,  and  the  next  morning  I  received  from- him 
tw^o  letters;  the  one  requeuing,  in  an  official 
form,  that  1  would  acquaint  him  in  wTitjng  of 
our  arrival  in  port  St.  Francifeo,  oi  the  fupplies 
we  fliould  want,  and  of  the  time  I  intended  to  re-: 
main  in  that  pprt,  in  order  that  he  might  imme- 
diately  communicate  the  ^ame  to  the  governor  of 
the  province ;  the  other  dating  that,  under  the 
fuperioT  orders  by  which  aipne  hjs  condud  could^ 

be 
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be  governed,  he  was  obliged  to  make  known  tQ 
me,  that  no  individual  could  be  permitted  tp 
,come  on  fliore,  but  for  the  purpofes  of  procuring 
w^ood  and  water,  excepting  myfelf  and  one  of¬ 
ficer,  or  midfliipman,  w^ho  might  pafs  to  the  Pre- 
fidio,  where  I  iliould  be  received  and  attended  as 
on  our  former  vifit. 

•  •  I  '  •  » 

Thefe  reftridlions  were  of  a  nature  fo  unex- 
pedted,  ungracious,  and  degrading,  that  I  could 

r 

not  but  confider  them  as  little  Ihort  of  a  difmif- 
fion  from  St.  Francifep,  and  I  wa§  left  in  the 
greateft  perplexity  to  account  for  a  reception  fo 
totally  different  from  w^hat  we  had  experienced 
on  a  former  occafion,  and  fo  contrary  to  what  J 
|bad  been  taught  to  expedl,  by  the  letters  with 
yyhich  I  had  been  honored  from  the  viceroy  of 
New  Spain,  in  return  to  my  letter  of  thanks  for 
the  great  civilities  that  had  been  conferred  upon 
us. 

I  was  given  to  underftand,  that  a  captain  In 
the  Spanhh  infantry,  named  x4rrillaga,  had  arrived 
at  Monterrey  fome  time  in  the  courfe  of  the  pre¬ 
ceding  fpring ;  and  being  the  fenior  officer,  had 
taken  upon  himfelf  the  jurisdiction  of  the  pro-: 
vince,  w  ith  fentiments  apparently  not  the  moft 
favorable  tov/ards  foreign  vlfitprs. 

In  fupport  of  this  opinion,  and  in  juftice  to 
our  worthy  friend  Sen^  Sal,  it  is  neceffary  to  re- 
jpnark,  that  it  evidently  appeared  to  be  with  the 

utmoft 
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utmoft  repugnance  that  he  was  compelled  to  de¬ 
liver,  in  compliance  with  the  orders  of  his  fenior 
officer,  thefe  injundlions.  In  reply  to  which,  I 
flated  briefly  to  Seffi  Sal,  that  I  had  put  into 
port  St.  Francifeo  to  recruit  our  wood  and  w^ater, 
to  procure  fuch  refrefhments  as  the  country  might 
afford,  and  to  wait  the  arrival  of  our  confort  the 
Chatham  ;  with  which  veflel  this  port  had  been 
appointed  our  next  rendezvous  previous  to  our 
parting  -  company.  That  as  foon  as  we  fhould 
have  obtained  our  necefl'ary  fupplies,  which  would 
not  occupy  more  than  two  or  three  days,  we 
jliould  depart ;  and  that  he  might  be  affured  the 
reftridiions  contained  in  his  other  letter,  refpedl- 
ing  our  communication  wdth  the  fnore,  ffiould  be 
duly  obferved. 

This  port,  however,  was  the  rendezvous  of  the 
Chatham  ;  and  as  I  had  not  been  denied  the  pri¬ 
vilege  or  procuring  fome  frcili  beef,  I  determined 
to  remain  until  fhe  fliould  arrive.  This  took 
place,  howxver,  much  earlier  than  I  could  have 
expedled  from  the  nature  of  the  fervlce  on  which 
fhe  had  been  difpatched,  as  we  had  the  pleafure 
of  feeing  her  at  St.  Francifeo  the  next  day,  Mon^ 
day  the  2 iff. 

Our  water  had  been  procured,  when  v/e  w'ere 
here  before,  juft  behind  the  beach,  in  a  low  fpace 
covered  with  fplry  grafs,  w^Iilch  was  at  that  time 
flooded  by  the  rain  ;  this  being  now  quite  dry, 
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we  were  obliged  to  refort  to  a  fmall  flream  of 
ID  oft  excellent  water ;  but  as  this  was  furrounded 
by  a  loofe  morafs,  through  which  we  were  obliged 
to  pafs,  the  accomplifliment  of  this  objedt  was 
rendered  fo  tedious,  as  to  detain  us  here  until  the 
evening  of  Wednefday  the  23d,  when  we  pre¬ 
pared  for  our  departure ;  and  at  four  the  next 
morning,  Thurfday  the  24th,  having  the  ebb 
tide,  and  a  frefli  breeze  from  the  N.  W.  we  turn¬ 
ed  out  of  the  port.  The  wind  in  the  offing  was 
very  light  and  baffling,  but  we  diredled  our  courfe 
with  it  in  the  beft  manner  we  were  able  towards 
Monterrey ;  where  I  expelled  to  find  the  de- 
ferters  of  the  Chatham,  and  where,  by  explaining 
the  peculiar  nature  of  our  fituation  to  Seffl  Ar- 
rillaga,  the  afting  commandant  of  the  province, 
I  was  in  hopes  of  meeting  a  reception  worthy  of 
our  fituation,  notwithftanding  his  former  reftric- 
tive  orders. 

It  appeared  by  Mr.  Puget’s  journal,  that  from 
light  variable  winds,  calms  and  fogs,  he  did  not 
reach  the  entrance  into  port  Bodega  until  the 
morning  of  the  20th,  wTen  he  flood  in  between 
its  north  point,  and  the  flat  rock  lying  off  it,  no¬ 
ticed  on  the  13th  of  February,  17Q2;  and  an¬ 
chored  in  fix  fathoms  water,  the  flat  rock  bear¬ 
ing  by  compafs  S.  W.  and  an  opening  in  the  land 
fuppofed  to  be  the  mouth  of  the  harbour^  W. 
N.  W.  Here  Mr,  Puget  remarks^  that  in  gain¬ 
ing 
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ing  this  ftation  it  was  again  his  misfortune  to  be 
incommoded  by  ,a  thick  fog ;  but  as  fuch  impe¬ 
diments  had  already  detained  him  far  beyond  his 
expectations,  he  had  embraced  the  opportunity 
of  the  firft  clear  interval  to  bear  away  for  this 
narrow  paffage,  and  found  the  depth  of  Vv^ater 
from  ten  to  four  fathoms  ;  the  flat  rock  was  found 
to  lie  from  the  north  point  of  the  port  S.  53  E. 
diftant  a  quarter  of  a  mile.  About  a  mile  from 
•the  flat  rock  a  reef  of  rocks  extends  $.13  W.  ; 
off  its  north  point  is  a  flioal  two  or  three  fhip’s 
lengths  in  extent ;  this  ought  not  to  be  nearer 
approached  than  the  foundings  of  four  fathoms 
will  admit,  and  is  .difcoverable  by  the  weeds  it 
produces.  The  befl;  paflage  through  this  narrow 
channel  to  the  anchorage  which  the  Chatham 
occupied,  is  found  by  keeping  the  northern  or 
continental  fhpre  on  board  ;  at  which  ftation  Mr. 
Puget  inferts  the  following  account  of  his  tranf- 
a6tions. 

Immediately  after  the  vefiel  was  fecured^ 
Mr.  Johnfiione  was  fent,  accompanied  by  Mr, 
MenAcs,  tp  examine  port  Bodega,  which  they 
accompllflied  by  noon,  having  rounded  out  the 
fandy  bay  to  the  northward  in  nine  and  twelve 
fathoms  water.  The  entrance  of  the  harbour  is 
obftru<fl:ed  by  a  flioal  of  fand,  on  which  the 
greateft  depth  is  nine  feet  at  the  lafl;  quarter's 

I 

flood.  Mr.  Johnftonc  went  through  this  paflage 
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clofe  to  tte  fiigfe  land,  arid  at  the  barik  of  the 
low  fplt  before  us,  he  found  an  extenfive  lagoou,' 
which  alfo  had  the  fame  foundings  as  in  the  en* 
trance.  On  landing  they  were  joined  by  fomc 
Indians,  who  had  previoufly  made  a  large  fire  on 
the  north  corner  of  the  baj.  Thefe  people,  iri 
their  manners  and  conduft,  were  perfeftly  inof- 
fenfive ;  their  numbers  did  not  exceed  thirty,  of 
all  ages  and  of  both  fexes ;  fome  few  had  bows 
and  arrows,  which  they  dilpofed  of  to  our  party 
for  beads  and  trinkets ;  the  language  they  fpoke 
was  a  mixture  of  Spanifh  and  their  own  provin¬ 
cial  diale(?l,  and  from  this  we  may  infer,  that 
they  were  either  fubordlnate  to  the  Spaniards,  or 
that  they  had  a  conftant  connexion  with  the  fet- 
tlement  at  St.  Francifco. 

On  the  bluff  of  the  entrance  is  fixed,  in  a. 
confpicuous  place,  a  pole,  having  a  ftaVe’  lafhed 
acrofs  its  upper  end,  which  was  conjectured  to  be 
the  Spanifh  token  of  pofleffion  ;  indeed  by  the 
Indians  our  party  learned,  if  they  were  rightly 
underftood,  that  fome  of  that  nation  were  ac^ 
tually  there,  at  the  extremity  or  north-weft  end 
of  the  lagoon.  ‘  * 

Mr.  Johnffone  obferved  the  men  to  be  in 
general  naked,  but  the  women  wore  fk'ins  of  ani-» 
mals  about  their  fhoulders  and  waifts,  and  were 
as  much  tatooed,  or  punClured,  as  any  of  the  fe*^ 
males  of  the  Sandwich  iflands ;  the  hair  of  both 

fexes 
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fexes  was  black,  which  they  wore  clubbed  be¬ 
hind. 

The  foil  is  fandy,  and  in  general  covered 
with  bullies  and  different  forts  of  verdure ;  the 
country,  inland,  is  of  a  moderate  height ;  but  as 
their  examination  was  confined  to  the  beach  and 
its  environs,  they  remained  ignorant  of  the  vege¬ 
table  produftlons  the  more  inland  parts  afforded. 

,  “  Great  numbers  of  the  feathered  tribe  were 

ften,  white  and  browm  pelicans,  gulls,  plover, 
and  a  variety  of  aquatic  fowl ;  on  the  Ihores  they 
obferved  eagles,  haw^ks,  the  red-breafted  lark, 
crows  and  ravens.  No  quadrupeds  w^ere  feen, 
they  only  dlftinguiflied  the  track,  and  faw  the 
dung,  of  w  hat  w^as  confidered  to  be  black  cattle. 

Having  completed  their  examination  of  this 
part  of  the  bay,  and  feeing  no  likelihood  of  a  fa¬ 
vorable  change  in  the  weather,  we  weighed  at 
two  in  the  afternoon,  it  being  my  intention  im¬ 
mediately  to  proceed  to  the  examination  of  the 
next  opening  but  the  wind  coming  to  the  S.  W. 
with -a  very  threatening  appearance  from  that 
quarter,  when  vvc  were  off  it,  deterred  me  froni 
purfuing  my  firft  plan.  . 

.This  opening  is  formied  by  two.^apparently 
low  points,  from  which  extends  a  vaft  deal  of 
broken  water ;  but  whether  there  was  a  paffage 
between  them  we  could  not  determine.  1  Ihould 
be  inclined  to  think  there  is  not ;  for  which  rea- 

fon 
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fon  I  did  not  think  it  prudent  to  ftand  too  far  In, 
as,  from  the  diredlion  of  the  wind,  w  e  fhould  not 
have  been  able  to  have  hauled  out  clear  of  the 
land  ;  had  w^e  met  with  fhoal  water,  our  depth 
in  that  fituation  being  feven  fathoms,  having 
from  our  anchorage  to  abreaft  of  this  opening 
had  from  that  depth  to  thirteen  fathoms,  irre¬ 
gular  hard  bottom,  but  not  rocky ;  and  as  this 
part  of  the  coaft  does  not  afford  any  known  fafe 
Ihelter,  from  w^hence  we  could  have  difpatched 
the  boats,  and  left  the  veflel  in  perfedl  fecurity ; 
I  judged  it  beft,  from  fach  circumftances,  and 
the  continual  thicknefs  and  bad  appearance  of 
the  weather,  to  give  up  the  examination  until  a 
more  favorable  opportunity  flrould  offer,  and 
make  the  bef:  of  my  way  to  join  the  Difcoverj 
at  St.  Francifco.” 

I  w^as  much  difappointed  that  thefe  untow^ard 
circumifances  had  prevented  Mr.  Puget  from 
.completing  his  furvey  of  port  Bodega ;  and  I 
Ihould  certainly  have  given  directions  for  a  fe- 
cond  attempt,  had  it  not  been  for  the  reception 
we  had  met  with  at  St.  Francifco;  which  had 
probably  arifen  either  from  the  jealoufy  or  too 
genera.1  inftrudfions  of  the  adfing  governor  of  the 
province ;  whofe  difpleafure,  under  our  prefent 
circumftances,  I  did  not  think  it  prudent  to  ex¬ 
cite,  efpecially  as  I  had  underftood  that  the  Spa¬ 
niards  had  it  in  contemplation  to  make  an  eftab.- 
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Hfhment  at  port  Bodega,  in  which  cafe  a  fecond 
vifit  might  have  been  pfoduftrve  of  offence; 

In‘  fjroceeding  towards  Monterrey  \ve  made  fo 
little  progrefs,  that  we  were  ftlll  at  fto  great  dif- 
tance  front  Sti  Francifeb  the  next  nhorning,  Fri¬ 
day  the  25th ;  when  a  veffel  was  deferied  to  the 
N.  N.  W.  and  on  ftanding  towards^  her,  ftib' 
proved  to  be  the  Daedalus. 

About  noon,  Lieutenant  Han^bh  came  on 
board,  and  informed  me  that  he  had  purfued  the 
route  I  had  direfted  towards  New  South  Walesa 
That  he  had  taken  from  New  Zealand  tw^o  of 


the  natives,  in  order  that  they  might  itiftrudl  the' 
inhabitants  of  port  Jachfoti  in  the  ufe  and  rha- 
nagement  of  the  flax  plant.  That  he  had  ar¬ 
rived  at  the  fettlement  on  the  !>oth  of  April, 
3793,  and  was  in  readinefs  to  depart  on  the  20th 
of  June,  but  that  he  did  not  receive  ordets  frorfi 
Major  Grofe  until  the  end  of  that  month  ;  whea 
he  put  to  fea,  and  paflhd  to  the  weftw'ard  of  the 
Society  illands,  in  fight  of  the  ifland  of  Scllly^ 
the  only  land  feen  between  port  Jackfon  and 
Owhyhee,  which  was  in  fight  on  the  ifi:  of  Sep^ 
tember ;  and  that,  after  procuring  fome  refrelh-^ 
ments  amongft  thofe  Iflands,  he  took  his  depar-« 
ture  on  the  8th  of  that  month  for  Nootka^  which 
land  was  made  the  evening  we  left  that  port^ 
the  Daedalus  being  the  velTel  we  then  faw  to  th^ 
weftw^ard*  She  anchored  in  Friendly  cove  the 


next 
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next  morning;'  and  having  obtained  a  fupply  of 
wood,  water,  and  other  necellWles,  Mr.  Hanfon 
failed  from  thence  on  the  1 3th  of  October,  agree¬ 
ably  to  the  diredlions  I  had  there  left  for  his  fu¬ 
ture  proceedings. 

Mr.  Hanibn  brought  a  fupply  of  provIfions> 
and  fuch  parts  of  the  ftores  which  I  had  de¬ 
manded,  as  could  be  procured.  From  him  1 
learned  that  Major  Groie  was  very  felicitous  that 
I  Ihould  again  attempt  the  introdublion  of  the 
cattle  of  this  country  into  New  South  Wales ; 
notwithftanding,  that  out  of  the  number  I  had 
before  fent  thither  in  the  D^dalus,  one  cow, 
three  ew^es,  and  a  ram  only,  had  furvived  the 
voyage.  The  failure  of  the  reft  had  been  attri¬ 
buted  to  their  being  too  old,  and  it  w^as  therefore 
hoped  that  an  aflbrtment  of  young  ones  would 
be  more  fuccefsful.  With  refpedt  to  the  fwine, 
Mr.  Hanfon’s  endeavours  had  been  attended  wdth 
greater  fuccefs,  as  he  had  carried  from  Otaheite, 
and  had  landed  at  Port  Jackfon,,feventy  of  thofe 
animals,  which,  from  the  excellency  of  the  breed, 
muft  neceffarily  prove  a  moft  valuable  accuifi- 
tion. 

The  wind  continued  variable  between  the 
fouth  and  eaft,  blowing  a  moderate  breeze,  and 
fometlmes  accompanied  with  foggy  weather ;  in 
which,  on  the  evening  and  night  of  Monday  the 
28th,  although  many  guns  were  fired  to  denote 
VoL.  IV,  '  X  our 
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our  fituation,  we  parted  company  with  the  Chat¬ 
ham  ;  but  the  Daedalus  kept  her  ftation  near  us. 
This  unpleafant  weather  continued  with  little 
alteration,  attended  generally  by  adverfe  wdnds, 
until  the  morning  of  Friday  the  ift  of  November, 
when,  with  a  breeze  at  W.  S.  W.  and  thick  hazy 
weather,  we  reached  Monterrey,  where  we  an¬ 
chored  with  the  Dcedalus  about  eleven  in  the 
forenoon,  and  moored  nearly  in  our  former  fta¬ 
tion.  Here  we  found  our  confort,  which,  not- 
withftanding  the  difadvantages  of  the  weather, 
had  reached  this  place  on  the  30th  of  the  prcj 
ceding;  month. 

O 

Whilft  wx  were  employed  in  fecuring  the  fliip, 
1  font  an  officer  to  acquaint  the  governor  of  our 
arrival,  and  of  the  objedl  of  my  vifit,  and  alfo 
with  an  offer  on  my  part  to  falute  the  garrifon, 
if  an  equal  compliment  would  be  returned. 

This  being  affented  to,  I  waited  on  Sen^  Ar- 
rillaga,  the  commandant,  and  wxs  received  with 
the  ceremony  ufual  on  fuch  occafions  ;  as  foon  as 
this  was  ended,  I,  was  preparing  to  ftate  my  rea- 
fons  for  having  entered  the  ports  under  his  go¬ 
vernment,  when  he  flopped  me  from  proceeding 
further,  and  begged  that  the  fubjed:  might  be 
referred  to  a  written  correfpondence,  by  wffiich 
mode  he  conceived  matters  would  be  more  fully 
explained.  I  then  made  inquiries  after  the  de- 
ferters  from  the  Chatham,  and  wxs  given  to  un- 

derfland 
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dcrftand  by  Sen*'  Arrillaga,  that  a  few  days  after 
our  departure  from  hence,  in  the  month  of  Ja¬ 
nuary,  they  had  made  their  appearance  ;  on  which 
they  were  taken  into  cuftody,  and  fent  prifoners 
to  St,  Bias,  in  order  to  be  removed  from  thence 
to  Nootka.  The  armourer,  fent  on  board  the 
Chatham  from  the  miffion  of  St.  Carlos,  I  had 
promifed  to  return  thither,  either  on  receiving 
the  deferters  at  Nootka,  or  in  the  event  of  their 
not  being  taken  at  the  conclufion  of  the  feafon  ; 
he  was  therefore  difcharged  from  the  Chatham, 
and  fent  on  fliore. 

In  the  afternoon,  on  a  fignal  being  made  from 
the  iliore  for  one  of  our  boats,  a  Spaniila  officer 
was  brought  off,  who  delivered  to  me  tw^o  let¬ 
ters  from  SeiV  Arrillaga.  One  ftating,  that  he 
was  without  orders  for  the  reception  of  foreign 
veffels  into  the  ports  under  his  jurifdiclion,  ex¬ 
cepting  in  cafes  where  the  rights  of  hofpitality 
demanded  his  affiftance ;  and  requefting  that  I 
would  communicate  to  him  the  objefls  that  had 
brought  me  hither,  by  which  his  future  deter¬ 
minations  would  be  governed.  The  other  con^ 
tained  expreffions  delirous  of  preferving  the  fub- 
fifting  harmony  ;  but  at  the  fame  time  ftated, 
that  without  departing  from  the  fpirit  of  the  or^ 
ders  by  which  his  conduft  w^as  to  be  regulated, 
he  could  not  permit  any  perfons  to  come  on  ffiore, 
excepting  the  commander  of  foreign  veffels,  with 

X  2  one 
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one  or  two  officers  ;  or  the  individuals  employed 
in  procuring  wood  and  water,  which  fervice  was 
to  be  performed  with  all  poffible  fpeed ;  and  that 
the  reft  of  our  wants  would  be  fupplied  with  the 
greateft  difpateh  on  my  giving  him  previous  no¬ 
tice. 


The  tenor  of  thefe  letters  being  very  different 
from  what  my  converfation  with  Seff  Arrillaga 
had  given  me  reafon  to  expecl,  when  I  vifited 
him  at  the  Prefidio  ;  I  was  reduced  to  the  necef- 
fity  of  fending  him  the  next  day,  Saturday  the 
2d,  a  full  explanation  of  the  objcdts  of  our  voyage, 
'  and  of  the  motives  that  had  induced  me  to  enter 
the  ports  under  his  jurifdidlion.  In  this  I  ftated, 
that  I  had  been  intrufted  by  his  Britannic  Ma- 
jefhy  with  a  voyage  of  difcovery,  and  for  the  ex¬ 
ploring  of  various  countries  in  the  Pacific  Ocean  ; 
of  which  the  north- weft  coaft  of  America  was 
one  of  the  principal  objefe.  That  previoully  to 
my  departure  from  England,  I  had  been  given  to 
undcrftand,  not  only  that  I  fliould  be  hofpitably 
received  on  this  coaft  by  the  fubjefts  of  the  Spa- 
nifli  crown,  but  that  fuch  information  of  the 
'■  progrefs  of  my  voyage  as  I  might  wifh  to  com¬ 
municate  to  the  Court  of  Great  Britain,  would 
be  forwarded  by  the  way  of  St.  Bias  by  the  offi¬ 
cers  of  his  Catholic  Majefty  refiding  in  thefe 
ports;  and  that  I  was  inftrudted  to'  make  a  free 
and  unreferved  communication  of  all  difcoveries 

made 
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made  In  the  courfe  of  my  refearches,  to  any  Spa« 
nifh  officer  or  officers  whom  I  might  chance  to 
meet,  engaged  In  fimilar  purfuits  with  myfelf; 
and  that  I  now  purpofed  to  tranfmit  to  Sen^ 
Quadra  a  copy  of  my  charts  and  furveys,  that  had 
been  made  fmce  our  departure  from  this  port  the 
preceding  year.  That  the  voyage  in  which  we 
were  engaged,  was  for  the  general  ufe  and  benefit 
of  mankind,  and  that  under  thefe  circumftances, 
we  ought  rather  to  be  confidered  as  labouring 
for  the  good  of  the  world  in  general,  than  for  the 
advantage  of  any  particular  fovereign,  and  that 
the  court  of  Spain  would  be  more  early  informed 
of,  and  as  much  benefited  by  my  labours,  as  the 
kingdom  of  Great  Britain.  That  in  confequence 
of  thefe  inftrudllons,  I  had  exchanged  fome  charts 
with  Senr  Quadra,  and  others  were  ready  for  his 
reception.  That  I  had  not  only  been  treated  on 
my  former  vifit  here  with  the  greatefl:  friendffiip, 
a'nd  unbounded  hofpitality ;  but  had  received 
from  his  Excellency,  the  viceroy  of  Mexico,  the 
ftrongefi;  afiurances,  that  thefe  attentions  had 
been  ffiewn  in  compliance  wdth  the  defire  of  his 
Catholic  Majefty,  and  of  the  orders  he  had  iffued 
for  that  purpofe ;  and  that  I  had  inclofed  his 
Excellency’s  letters  for  his  perufal,  to  certify  him, 
that  I  did  not  intend  any  deception.  That  our 
examination  and  furvey  would  ftill  require  ano¬ 
ther  year  to  complete  it ;  and  that  I  had  made 
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choice  of  this  pprt,  or  St.  Diego,  for  the  purpofe 
of  refitting  our  veffels,  unloading  the  ftorc-fliip, 
and  making  fuch  aflronomlcal  obfcrvatlons  as 
were  become  neceffiry  for  profecuting  our  re¬ 
fear  ches  wath  corredtnefs.  The  manner  in  which 
thefe  fcrvices  would  require  to  be  performed  on 
fiiore  I  particularly  pointed  out,  and  hoped  that 
the  officers  and  people  would  be  permitted  the 
fame  recreation  on  foot  and  on  horfeback,  with 

if 

w  hich  they  had  been  indulged  on  our  former 
vlfit,  under  fuch  limitations  and  reftridtions  as 
he  might  think  proper  to  prefcribe. 

On  Monday  the  4th  I  received  from  Sen’’  Arril- 
laga  a  reply  to  my  letter,^  in  which  he  was  pleafed 
to  compliment  me  upon  my  ingenuoufnefs  ;  and 
thanked  me  for  having  given  him  the  perufal  of 
the  viceroy’s  letters.  In  vindication  of  hlmfelf  he 
faid,  that  there  was  no  royal  order  for  the  recep¬ 
tion  of  our  veffels,  like  that  produced  by  M.  de 
la  Peroufe.  That  he  did  not  comprehend  that 
his  excellency  expedted  that  we  ffiould  repair  a 
fecond  time  to  the  ports  under  his  jurifdidlion  • 
and  that  even  Seffi  Quadra  before  his  departure 
had  giv'en  the  commander  of  the  garrifon  to  un¬ 
de  rftand,  by  a  letter  of  which  Seffi  Arrillaga  fent 
me  a  copy,  that  the  attentions  wx  had  received 
on  the  former  occafion  were  for  that  time  onlv  ; 
and  were  not  to  be  confidered  as  neceffary  to  be 
Ihewn  us  in  future.  Notwithftanding  however 
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all  thele  obje6tions,  being  defirous  of  contributing 
to  the  public  undertaking  in  which  we  wxre  en¬ 
gaged,  he  requefted  I  would  inform  him  of  the 
precife  number  of  days  in  which  the  fhore-fliip 
could  be  unloaded ;  he  offered  to  give  me  the 
key  of  the  vvarehoufe  at  the  landing  place,  for 
the  reception  of  her  cargo,  near  which  we  might 
ereftthe  obfervatory;  and  allowed  the  gentlemen 
and  officers  to  recreate  themfelves  within  fight  of 
the  Spaniffi  officer,  who  fhould  be  ftationed  for 
the  protedlion  of  the  cargo  and  obfervatory;  wffiich 
latter  was  only  to  be  eredled  in  the  day  time,  as  he 
could  not  permit  any  of  our  people  to  be  on  ffiore 
between  fun-fet  and  fun-rife ;  and  laftly,  he  had 
no  objection  to  our  recruiting  our  wood  and  wa¬ 
ter,  provided  all  thofe  employed  on  that  fervlce 
fhould  retire  on  board  at  night,  and  that  I  would 
engage  that  the  greateft  difpatch  ffiould  take 
place  in  thefe  and  all  our  other  tranfadlions. 

The  fituatlon  pointed  out  by  him,  where  we 
might  be  allowed  to  lodge  fuch  of  the  provifions 
and  ftores  as  required  to  be  landed,  was  not  only 
inconvenient  on  account  of  the  furf  which  ge¬ 
nerally  ran  very  high  in  its  vicinity,  but  the  place 
propofed  for  their  reception,  was  in  the  midft  of 
the  common  ilaughtering  of  all  their  cattle,  the 
neighbourhood  of  which,  to  a  confiderable  dif- 
tance  in  all  dlredlions,  was  rendered  extremely 
offenfive  and  unwholefome,  by  the  offal  having 
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never  been  cleared  away,  but  left  from  time 
to  time  in  a  continual  ftate  of  putrefaction.  In 
addition  to  which,  the  ftores  thus  depofited  were 
to  be  left  every  night  under  the  care  of  the  go-^ 
vernor’s  troops,  without  any  check  on  the  fidelity 
of  thofe  people,  which  I  had  fome  reafon  to  be¬ 
lieve  would  be  very  neceffary.  In  the  centre  of 
this  intolerable  nuifance  we  had  alfo  leave  to 
'  ereCl  the  obfervatory,  and  to  attend  to  our  aftro- 
nomical  purfuits,  but  in  the  day  time  only  ;  and 
in  its  vicinity,  and  wdthin  fight  of  it  and  the  Pre¬ 
fid  io,  we  might  be  allowed  tp  recreate  ourfelves 
on  fliore. 

On  due  confideration  of  all  thele  circum- 
fiances,  I  declined  any  further  correfpondence 
with,  or  accepting  the  incommodious  affiftance 
proffered  by  Sen''  Arrillaga ;  and  determined, 
after  finifhing  our  inveftigation  of  thefe  fhores, 
to  retire  to  the  Sandwich  iilands,  where  I  had 
little  doubt  that  the  uneducated  inhabitants  of 
Owhyhee,  or  its  neighbouring  ifles,  would  cheer¬ 
fully  afford  us  that  accommodation  which  had 
been  unkindly  denied  us  at  St.  Francifeo  and 
Monterrey. 

The  obfervations  made  on  Ihore  by  Mr.  Whid- 
bey,  vffth  the  artificial  horizon  for  afeertaining 
the  longitude  by  the  chronometers,  allowing  the 
(-  prefumed  rate  and  error  as  fettled  oft  Scot’s 
iflands^  and  in  Nootka  found,  Ihewed  by  fix  fets 

of 
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of  obfervations  made  on  two  different  days  at  St, 
Franclfco,  that  Kendall’s  chronometer  was  1 V 
lo'^;  Arnold’s  No.  14,  48^^;  and  No.  170, 

G'  1 8^^ ;  to  the  weft  ward  of  the  truth,  and  by 
four  fets  of  obfervations  made  on  two  different 
days  at  this  place,  Kendall’s  chronometer  was 
found  to  be  4''  34'^,  and  Arnold’s  No.  14,  14-^  13'® 
to  the  weftward ;  and  No.  17G,  13^  to  the 
eaftward  of  the  truth.  '  Hence  it  appeared  that 
Arnold’s  No.  14,  w^as  going  with  greater  reguk-» 
rlty  than  any  of  the  others. 

As  our  fituation  afforded  no  better  means  of 
afcertalning  a  point  of  fo  interefting  a  nature^ 
the  above  rate  and  error  w^as  of  neceffity  adopted; 
fubjecft  however  to  correction  by  fubfequent  ob¬ 
fervations,  which  was  accordln^lv  done,  and  the 
longitude  fo  corrected  is  affixed  to  all  our  future 
fi tuations,  as  alfo  to  the  pofition  of  the  coaft  and 
adjacent  iftands,  until  our  departure  from  New 
Albion. 

In  the  forenoon  of  Tuefday  the  5  th  we  un¬ 
moored,  and  about  ten  at  night,  with  a  light 
foutherly  breeze,  we  weighed  and  failed  out  of 
the  bay  ;  but  the  wind  continuing  light  and 
variable,  we  made  little  progrefs  until  the  fore¬ 
noon  of  Wednefday  the  Gth,  wffien,  with  the 
regular  northerly  breeze,  we  hauled  in  clofe  to 
point  Pinos,  and  there  recommenced  our  furvey 
of  this  coaft  fouth-eaftw^ard  from  Monterrey. 

Point 
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Point  Pinos,  as  already  defcribed  to  form  the 
fouth-eaft  point  of  Monterrey  bay,  is  a  low  pro- 
jedllng  point  of  land,  covered  with  trees,  chieily 
the  ftone-pine.  From  hence  the  exterior  coaft 
takes  a  direftion  S.  28  W.,  about  four  miles  !to 
the  north  point  of  the  bay  of  Carmelo,  which  is 
a  fmall  open  and  expofed  fituation,  containing 
fome  detached  rocks  ;  and  having  a  rocky  bot¬ 
tom  is  a  very  improper  place  for  anchorage.  Into 
this  bay  flows  the  river  Carmelo,  paffing  the  mif- 
fion  of  St.  Carlos,  and  at  a  little  diftance  from 
the  fea,  it  is  faid  to  abound  with  a  variety  of  ex¬ 
cellent  fifli. 

In  a  diredlion  about  E.  by  S.  from  St.  Carlos, 
at  the  diftance  of  about  1 5  leagues,  is  the  miffion 
of  St.  Antonio,  eftabliflied  in  the  year  17Q2. 

From  the  north  point  of  the  bay  of  Carmelo, 
the  coaft  takes  a  direftion  S.  by  E.  four  leagues, 

V 

to  a  fmall,  high,  rocky  lump  of  land,  lying  about 
half  a  mile  from  the  fliore,  which  is  nearly  bar¬ 
ren  ;  indeed,  the  trees  from  point  Pinos  extend 
a  little  way  only  to  the  fouthward  of  the  bay 
of  Carmelo,  where  the  mountains  rife  rather 
abruptly  from  the  fea  ;  and  the  naked  fhores,  ex¬ 
cepting  one  or  two  fandy  beaches,  are  intirely 
compofed  of  ftcep  rocky  cllft's. 

Southward  from  the  detached  lump  of  land, 
the  coaft,  which  takes  a  direftion  S.  40  E.,  is 
nearly  ftraight  and  compaft ;  the  mountains  form 

one 
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one  uninterrupted,  though  rather  uneven,  ridge, 
with  chafms  and  gullies  on  their  fides  ;  the  whole 
to  all  appearance  nearly  deftitute  of  vegetation. 

In  the  evening  we  hauled  our  wind,  and  plied 
m  order  to  retain  our  fituation,  for  the  purpofe 
of  profecuting  our  refearches  in  the  morning  of 
Thurfday  the  7th,  when,  notwithftanding  that 
the  wnnd  w'as  favorable  to  this  defign,  yet  the 
fog  prevented  my  putting  it  into  execution,  and 
we  were  obliged  to  {land  to  windw^ard  all  that 
day  under  an  eafy  fail.  Unpleafant  weather  like 
this  had  attended  many  of  our  favorable  N.  W.' 
winds  fince  our  departure  from  port  Protedlion, 
and  in  a  manner  I  had  not  been  accuilomed  to 
notice.  The  fog  did  not  in  general  rife  more 
than  ten  or  tw^elve  degrees  above  the  horizon 
above  which  the  atmofphere  w^as  clear  and  plea-, 
fant,  admitting  us  frequently  to  fee  not  only  the 
fummits,  but  al/b  fome  diftance  down  the  f  des 
of  the  mountains  that  compofe  the  coaft.  Thefe 
now  appeared  in  a  double  ridge ;  the  Interior 
ones  produced  foreil  trees,  that  iliew^ed  their  tops 
above  the  fumrnits  of  thofe  that  feemed  to  rife' 
abruptly  from  the  fea  fliore,  the  lower  parts  of 
which  continued  to  be  totally  obfeured  by  the 
denf] ty  of  the  fog,  until  the  morning  of  Friday 
the  8th,  wFen  it  in  fome  meafure  difperfed,  and 
permitted  us  to  fee  that  part  of  the  coaft  from 
wTence  wc  had  flood  to  fea  on  the  evening  of 

the 
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the  6th,  and  enabled  us  to  afcertain,  that,  fouth-^ 
ward  from  that  ftation,  the  coaft  ftill  continued 
in  a  direction  S.  40  E.,  and  was  equally  compad. 


The  fame  wind,  with  a  continuance  of  thick 
hazy  w^eather,  fcarcely  allowed  us  to  fee  from 
point  to  point  as  we  failed  along  the  coaft,  and 
prevented  our  delineating  its  pofition  with  that 
degree  of  accuracy  and  precifion  I  could  have 
wiflied  ;  though  it  did  not  preclude  our  afeertain- 
Jng  the  continuation  and  connexion  of  the  conti¬ 
nental  fhore,  which,  as  wx  advanced,  became 
lefs  abrupt ;  and  the  country,  compfofed  of  val- 
lies  and  mountains  that  gradually  defeended  to¬ 
wards  the  fea  flrore,  which  confifted  of  alternate 
rocks  and  fandy  beaches,  put  on  a  more  agreeable 
appearance,-  as  vegetation  again  feemed  to  exift ; 
fome  dwarf  trees  were  produced,  and  the  furface 
wes  interfperfed  wdth  a  few^  dull  verdant  fpots. 

About  nine  o’clock  we  pafTed  a  low  projefting 
point,  off  which  lie,  at  a  fmall  diftance,  tw^o  or 
three  rugged  detached  rocks  ;  the  outermoft  is 


htuated  in  latitude  35^  longitude  239''  6^^ ; 
from  Vvbcncc  the  line  of  the  coaft,  for  a  fliort 
diftance,  inclines  a  few  dee:rccs  more  to  the  eaft- 


ward  ;,  the  mountains  fall  further  back  from  the 
water-fide,  and  the  intermediate  country  ap¬ 
peared  to  be  a  plain,  or  to  rife  with  a  very  gra¬ 
dual  afeent,  for  the  fpace  of  about  four  leagues 
along  the  coaft.  This  land  was  tolerably  well 

-  V  wooded. 
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wooded,  even  dofe  down  to  the  fliore ;  and  by 
the  affiftance  of  our  glaffes  fome  of  the  tree§  were 
feen  to  be  very  large,  with  fpreading  branches ; 
and  being  for  the  greater  part  diftributed  in  de^ 
tached  clumps,  produced  a  very  pleafing  effed, 
and  a  prolpedl  more  fertile  than  we  had  lately 
been  accuftomed  to  behold.  This,  difference  in 
the  appearance  of  the  country  w'as  not  confined 
to  inanimate  nature,  for  its  inhabitants  feemed 
to  benefit  by  its  fuperior  producfions,  as  we  fbon 
dlfcovered  a  canoe  approaching  us,  of  a  conftruc- 
tion  I  little  expedled  to  have  met  with.  Inftead 
of  its  being  compofcd  of  ftraw  like  thofe  we  had 

feen  on  our  firft  vifit  to  port  St.  Francifco,  it 
was  neatly  formed  of  wood,  much  after  the 

Nootka  faililon,  and  was  navigated  with  great 
adroitnefs  by  four  of  the  natives  of  the  country. 
Their  paddles  were  about  ten  feet  long,  with  a 
blade  at  each  end  ;  thefe  they  handled  with  much 
dexterity,  either  intlrely  on  one  fide,  or  alternately 
on  each  fide  of  their  canoe.  Their  exertions  to 
reach  us  were  very  great,  but  as  we  were  favored 
with  a  frefli  gale,  with  all  fails  fet,  they  were  not 
able  to  come  up  with  us ;  and  I  regretted  that  I 
could  not  afford  fome  lelfure  for  a  better  acquain¬ 
tance  with  thefe  people,  w^ho  feemed,  by  the  in¬ 
genuity  difplayed  in  their  canoe,  to  differ  very 
materially  from  thofe  infenfible  beings  we  had 

met 
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met  in  the  neighbourhood  of  St.  Franclfco  and 
Monterrey. 

Our  progrefs  by  noon  brought  us  td  the  lati¬ 
tude  of  35^  33',  longitude  23Q^  in  this 

iituation  the  northernmoft  part  of  the  coaft  in 
fight  bore  by  compafs  N.  W.  by  W. ;  a  point 
forming  the  north  point  of  the  bay  S.  75  E.  ;  a 
high  conical  hill,  flat  at  the  top,  appearing  to  be 
an  ifland  in  the  bay,  S.  (37  E. ;  the  fouth  point 
of  the  bay  S.  46  E.  ;  and  the  neareft  fhore  N. 
26  E.,  two  miles  diftant.  At  the  north  point  of 
this  bay,  which  is  fituated  in  latitude  35°  3 lb 
longitude  23Q^  22',  the  woodland  country  ceafes 
to  exift,  and  the  Ihores  acquire  a  quick  afcent, 
with  a  very  uneven  furface,  particularly  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  the  bay.  Some  detached  rocks 
are  about  its  fouthern  point,  v/hich  lies  from  the 
northern  S.  25  E.,  diftant  thirteen  miles,  and  is 
formed  by  ftecp  cllfts,  falling  perpendicularly  into 
the  ocean.  From  the  line  of  the  two  outer  points 
the  fliores  of  the  bay  fell  back  about  ^five  miles  ; 
they  appeared  to  be  much  expofed ;  and,  unlefs 
the  conical  rock  is  connedled  with  the  fhores, 
they  did  not  feem  to  form  any  projedling  point, 
but  were  compofed  of  a  Tandy  beach,  that  ftretch- 
ed  from  a  margin  of  low  land,  extending  from 
the  rugged  mountains  that  form  the  more  inte¬ 
rior  country  ;  from  whence  four  fmall  ftrcam$ 

«  ■* 
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were  feen  from  the  maft  head  to  flow  into  the 

% 


This  bay  was  the  firfl:  indent  in  the  fhores  to 
the  fouthward  of  Carmelo  bay,  and,  according  to 
the  Spanifli  charts,  is  called  Los  Efteros ;  the 
north  point  above  mentioned  is  called  Ponto  del 
Efteros,  which  is  placed  in  Sen''  Quadra’s  chart 
only  tw^o  miles  further  fouth  than  the  fituatiorl 
of  it  by  our  obfervations ;  but  in  the  printed 
chart  it  is  placed  ten  miles  further  fouth,  and  is 
reprefented  in  a  different  point  of  view  from  that 
in  wftiich  it  had  appeared  to  us. 

To  the  fouthward  of  Ponto  del  Efteros,  the 
whole  exterior  country  had  a  fterll,  dreary,  un- 
pleafant  afpedl ;  yet  I  had  underftood  that  the 
Spaniards  had  fome  eftablifliments,  in  fertile  and 
pleafant  fituations,  not  far  from  the  fliores  of  this 
neighbourhood.  Near  the  northern  parts  of  the 
bay  was  the  miffion  of  St.  Luis,  formed  in  the 
year  17/2,  and  about  25  leagues  to  the  north- 
eaft  of  it  was  another  named  St.  Antonio,  eftab- 
liflied  the  fame  year.  The  precife  fituation  of 
thefe  miffions  may  be  liable  to  error,  as  the  in¬ 
form  ation  refpedling  them  w^as  principally  ob¬ 
tained  from  curfory  converfation. 

The  fouth  point  of  Efteros  forms  the  north- 
weft  extreme  of  a  confpicuous  promontory  ;  this 
takes  a  rounding  diredlion  about  S.  30  E.,  eight 
miles,  where  the  coaft  retires  again  to  the  eaft- 

ward., 
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ward>  and  forms  the  northern  fide  of  an  extenfive 
open  bay.  This  promontory  is  named  in  the 
printed  chart  The  Mountain  del  Buchon,  ofF 
which,  at  the  diftance  of  about  eight  leagues,  I 
underftood  an  ifland  had  lately  been  difcovered, 
but  we  faw  nothing  of  it.  Our  view  however 
was  .very  confined,  occafioned  by  a  very  thick 
haze,  fometimes  approaching  to  a  fog,  w^hich  to¬ 
tally  prevented  our  feeing  any  objed:  further  than 
from  two  to  four  leagues  in  any  diredion  ;  info- 
much  that  we  flood  into  this  bay  to  the  fouth- 
ward  of  Mount  del  Buchon,  without  knowing 
it  to  be  fuch,  until  the  fouth  point  difcovered  it- 
felf  through  the  haze,  at  the  diflance  of  about 
three  leagues. 

This  not  being  named  in  the  Spanifii  charts, 
I  have,  after  our  friend  the  commandant  at  St. 
Francifco,  called  it  Point  Sal;  and  being  in 
the  line  of  the  two  points  of  this  bay,  they  vvere 
found  to  lie  from  each  other  S.  401  E.,  and  N. 
40  j;  W.,  twenty  miles  afunder,  the  neareft  part 
of  the  bay  bearing  by  compafs  N.  E.,  was  five  or 
fix  miles  diftant.  As  the  day  was  fafl  declining, 
we  hauled  our  wnnd  to  preferve  our  fituation 
during  the  night,  wnth  fo  flrong  a  gale  from  the 
N.  W.  as  obliged  us  to  clofe-recf  our  topfails.  In 
the  morning,  the  weather  being  more  moderate 
and  the  atrnofphere  more  clear,  we  fleered  for 
point  Sal,  and  had  a  good  opportunity  of  feeing 

the 
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j  the  northern  fliores  of  the  bay,  which  like  thofe 
of  Efteros,  feemed  compad:,  without  any  pro- 
jeding  points  that  would  afford  fhelter  or  fecu- 
rity  for  fliipping. 

The  Interior  country  confided  of  lofty  barren 
mountains,  in  double  and  treble  ridges,  at  fome 
diftance  from  the  fhore ;  the  intermediate  land 
defcended  gradually  from  their  bafe,  interfperfed 
with  eminences  and  vallies,  and  terminated  on 
the  coaft  In  fandy  beaches,  or  low  white  cliffs. 
Point  Sal,  which  is  a  high  deep  rocky  cliff,  pro- 
jedlng  from  the  low  fhore,  with  a  country  of 
fimilar  appearance  to  the  fouth  of  it,  is  fituated 
in  latitude  34^  57^  longitude  23Q®43i^  from 
'  whence  the  coad  takes  a  diredion  S.  4  E.  nine- 
teen  miles,  to  another  high  deep  rocky  point 
projeding  in  the  like  manner,  and  rifing  very 
abruptly  in  rugged  craggy  cliffs.  This  I  called 
Point  Arguello;  near  it  are  two  or  three  de- 
;  tached  rocks  lying  clofe  to  the  fhore ;  the  coad 
between  thefe  two  points  falls  a  little  back  to  the 
eadward.  The  intermediate  fhores  and  interior 

I 

country  continued  to  bear  the  fame  appearance ; 

I  the  whole  was  dedltute  of  wood,  and  nearly  fb 
ii  of  other  vegetable  produdions,  excepting  near  a 

\  i 

i|  rivulet  that  we  palfed  about  nine  in  the  fore- 
;i  noon,  fituated  from  point  Arguello  N.  12  E.,  at 
I  the  dldance  of  about  fix  miles.  This  appeared 
I  to  be  the  larged  flow  of  water  Into  the  ocean  we 
j|  VoL.  IV.  Y  had 
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had  yet  fecn,  excepting  that  of  Columbia  river  ; 
but  the  breakers  that  extended  acrofs  its  entrance^ 

feemed  to  preclude  the  poffibility  of  its  being  na» 

\ 

vlgable  even  for  boats.  In  the  Spanifh  charts  it 
is  called  Rio  de  St.  Balardo. 

About  eleven  o’clock  we  palled  point  Arguello, 
from  whence  the  coaft  takes  a  direction  S.  5,1  E.^ 
ten  miles  to  a  point  of  but  little  elevated,  or  ra¬ 
ther  low,  land ;  this,,  according  to  the  Spanilli 
charts,  is  called  point  Conception,  forming  the 
north-weft  point  of  entrance  into  the  channel  of 
Barbara.  Being  now"  favored  with  a  frelh  N.- 
W.  gale,  though  attended  with  hazy  weather,, 
we  w"ere  by  noon  abreaft  of  this  point ;  the  ob- 
ferved  latitude  was  34®  30^,  longitude  239®  52'"; 
in  this  fituation  the  eafternmoft  part  of  the  coaft 
in  fight  bore  by  compafs  E.  N.  E. ;  point  Con- 
eeption  being  the  neareft  Ihore,  N.  32  E;,  tw"o  or ' 
three  miles  diftant ;  the  northernmaft  part  of  the 
coaft  in  fight,  N.  48  W.;  the  w’efternmoft,  or 
lirft  iftand,  forming  the  channel  of  Barbara, 
called  in  one  of  the  Spanifli  charts  St.  Miguel,  in 
the  other  St.  Barnardo,  (the  former  of  which  I 
have  adopted)  .bore  from  S.  25  E.  to  S.  32  E.  ; 
the  next  called  in  one  of  thofe  charts  Rofa,  in 
the  other  St.  Miguel,  (the  former  of  wRich  I  have 
continued)  bore  from  S.  42  E.  to  S.  54  E. ;  and 
a  high  hill  on  the  third  illand,  called  in  the  Spa*^ 
niili  charts  Cruz,  bore  S.  E.. 

Point 
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Point  Conception  is  rendered  very  remarkable, 
by  its  differing  very  much  in  form’ from  the  points 
we  had  lately  feen  along  the^coaft.  It  appeared 
to  ftretch  out  into  the  ocean  from  an  extenfive 
tradt  of  low  land,  and  to  terminate  like  a  wedge, 
with  its  large  end  falling  perpendicularly  into  the 
fea,  which  broke  againfl;  it  with  great  violence. 
By  our  obfervations  it  appeared  to  be  in  latitude 
34®  32^,  longitude  239°  54'';  the  former  corre^ 
fponding  with  both  the  Spanlfli  charts  within  two 
or  three  miles,  being  there  placed  fo  much  fur¬ 
ther  to  the  fouthward. 

Immediately  to  the  eaftward  of  Point  Concep* 
tion  (the  coaft  from  thence  taking  an  eaftern  dI'^ 
redlion)  we  paiTed  a  fmall  Indian  village,  the  firft 
we  had  obferved  along  the  fhores  of  thefe  foutherri 
parts  of  New  Albion.  The  inhabitants  made  a 
fire  the  inftant  we  came  within  their  view,  but 
no  one  ventured  to  pay  us  a  vifit.  The  prevail¬ 
ing  ftrong  gale  at  the  time  of  our  paffing  pro¬ 
bably  prevented  their  embarking. 

It  is  not  unlikely  that  this  village  was  attached 
to  the  miffion  of  Rofa,  which  I  had  been  in-- 
formed  was  eftablifhed  in  the  vicinity  of  this  point 
in  the  year  1  788,  and  had  the  reputation  of  being 
fituated  in  a  very  fertile  country.  Another  report 
had  ftated  this  million  to  be  near  the  banks  ot  the 
Rio  St,  Balardo;  and,  as  it  is  not  improbable 

Y  2  .  that 
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that  the  ftream  may  take  a  fouthern  courfe  from 
its  entrance,  both  informations  may  be  correct. 

The  coaft  continued  in  this  eafterly  diredtion 
about  twenty-three  miles  from  point  Conception, 
to  a  point  where  it  took  a  foutherly  turn,  from 
whence  the  country  gradually  rofe  to  mountains 
of  different  heights*  In  the  vicinity  of  the  fliores, 
which  are  compofed  of  low  cliffs  or  fandy  beaches, 
were  produced  fome  Hunted  trees  and  groveling 
fhrubs  ;  and  notwithftanding  the  dreary  appear¬ 
ance  of  the  coaft  as  we  paffed  along,  it  feemed  to 
be  well  inhabited,  as  feveral  villages  were  feen  at 
no  great  difta'nce  from  each  other  in  the  fmall 
bays  or  coves  that  form  the  coaft. 

By  four  in  the  afternoon  we  had  failed  beyond  the 
influence  of  our  favorable  N.  W.  gale,  which  ftill 
continued  to  blow  a  little  way  aftern  of  us,  whilft; 
we  were  perplexed  with  light  variable  winds  from 
every  quarter.  With  thefe  however,  wx  endea¬ 
voured  to  approach  the  fhores  of  tlie  main  land, 
in  order  to  anchor  for  the  night.  About  fun-fet 
\\c  were  vifited  by  fome  of  the  Inhabitants  in  a 
canoe  from  one  of  the  villages.  Their  vifit 
feemed  to  be  diftated  by  curiofity  alone,  which 
being  latisfied,  as  they  were  about  to  depart,  I 
gave  them  fomg  iron  and  beads,  wdth  which  they 
appeared  to  be  highly  delighted,  and  returned  to 
the  fhore. 


By 
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•By  feven  in  the  evening  it  was  nearly  calm, 
and  having  at  that  time  foundings  at  the  depth 
of  37  fathoms,  muddy  bottom,  we  anchored  in 
company  with  the  Chatham  and  D^dalus. 

The  furface  of  the  fea,  which  was  perfedily 
fmooth  and  tranquil,  was  covered  with  a  thick 
flimy  fubftance,  which,  w  hen  feparated,  or  dif- 
turbed  by  any  little  agitation,  became  very  lu¬ 
minous,  whilft  the  light  breeze  that  came  prin¬ 
cipally  from  the  fhore,  brought  with  it  a  very 
flrong  fmell  of  burning  tar,  or  of  fome  fuch  re- 
finous  fubftance.  The  next  morning,  Sunday 
the  10th,  the  fea  had  the  appearance  of  diffolved 
tar  floating  upon  its  furface,  which  covered  the 
ocean  in  all  direftions  within  the  limits  of  our 
view  ;  and  indicated,  that  in  this  neighbourhood 
it  w^as  not  fubjecfl  to  much  agitation. 

From  this  anchorage,  fituated  in  latitude  34® 
24\  longitude  240®  32^  the  coaft  as  before  men¬ 
tioned  takes  a  foutherly  turn,  S.  48  E.  about  two 
leagues  to  a  point  bearing  by  compafs  N.  81  E. 
half  a  league  diftant  from  our  ftation ;  the  centre 
of  the  ifland  of  St,  Miguel  bore  from  S.  27  W. 
diftant  1 1  leagues ;  S^^  Kofa  from  S.  1 1  W.  to 
S.  5  E. ;  the  former  25,  the  latter  26  miles  dif¬ 
tant  ;  the  ifland  of  S^^  Cruz  from  S.  8 1  E.  to  S. 
55  E. ;  and  the  main  land  in  fight  from  S;  82 

W.  to  S.  87  E. 

The  want  of  wind  detaining  us  in  tliis  fitua- 

y  3  tion^ 
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tion,  afforded  an  opportunity  to  fevcral  of  the 
natives  from  the  different  villages,  which  were 
numerous  in  this  neighbourhood,  to  pay  us  a 
vifit.  They  all  came  in  canoes  made  of  wood, 
and  decorated  with  fiiells  like  that  feen  on  the 
8th.  They  brought  wdth  them  fome  fifh,  and  a 
few  of  their  ornaments ;  thefe  they  difpofed  of 
in  the  moft  cheerful  manner,  principally  for 
fpoons,  beads,  and  fcllfars.  They  feemed  to  pof- 
fefs  great  fenfibility,  and  much  vivacity,  yet  they 
condudled  themfelves  with  the  moft  perfedl  de¬ 
corum  and  good  ordfer ;  very  unlike  that  inani¬ 
mate  ftupidity  that  marked  the  charafter  of  moft 
of  the  Indians  we  had  feen  under  the  Spanifh 
jurlfdidtion  at  St.  Francifco  and  Monterrey, 
Thefe  people  either  did  not  underftand  the  Spa- 
nifli  language,  or  fpoke  it  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to 
be  unintelligible  to  us ;  for  as  we  were  totally 
unacquainted  with  their  native  dialed:,  we  en¬ 
deavoured,  but  to  no  effed,  by  means  of  Spanlfti, 
to  gain  from  them  fome  information. 


1 

i 


On  a  light  breeze  fprlnging  up  from  the  weft- 
w^ard,  at  about  eight  o’clock,  wc  direcled  our 
courfe  along  fhore  to  the  eaftw^ard ;  our  pro- 
grefs  was  very  flow,  owing  to  light  winds,  though 
the  weather  w^as  very  pleafant.  About  two  in 
the  afternoon  we  paffed  a  fmall  bay,  which  ap¬ 
peared  likely  to  have  afforded  good  anchorage, 
had  it  not  been  for  a  bed  of  fea-weed  that  ex- 
'  ,  -  tended 
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tended  acrofs  its  entrance,  and  indicated  a  flial- 
low  rocky  bottom. 

Within  this  bay  a  very  large  Indian  village  was 
pleafantly  fituated,  from  whence  we  were  vifited 
by  fome  of  its  inhabitants  ;  amongfl:  v/hom  was 
a  very  fhrew'd  intelligent  fellow,  who  informed 
us,  in  the  Spanllh.  language,  that  there  w^as  a 
miffion  and  a  Prehdio  not  much  further  to  the 
caftward.  About  five  in  the  evening:  this  eftab- 
lifhment  was  difeovered  in  a  fmall  bay,  which 
bore  the  appearance  of  a  far  more  civilized  place 
than  any  other  of  the  Spanifh  fettlements.  The 
buildings  appeared  to  be  regular  and  well  con- 
ftrudled,  the  w^alls  clean  and  white,  and  the  roofs 
of  the  houfes  were  covered  with  a  bright  red  tile. 
The  Prefidio  was  neareft  to  the  fea  lliore,  and 
juft  fhewed  itfelf  above  a  grove  of  fmall  trees, 
producing  with  the  reft  of  the  buildings  a  very 
pidturefque  effedl. 

As  I  purpofed  to  anchor  fbmewhere  for  the 
night,  and  as  this  bay  feemed  likely  not  only  to 
anfwei'  that  purpofe,  but  another  equally  effen- 
tial,  that  of  procuring  fome  refrelliments,  wc 
hauled  in,  and  anchored  in  fix  fathoms  water, 
fandy  bottom  ;  the  fouthern  land  in  fight,  called 
by  the  Spaniards  Converfion  point,  bore  by  com- 
pafs  S.  70  E.  ;  a  low  cliffy  point  in  the  bay  N. 
42  E.  ;  the  Prefidio  N.  32  W. ;  the  neareft  fliore 
N.  N.  W*  diftant  half  a  mile ,  the  north-weft 

Y  4  point 
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point  of  the  bay  S.  64  W. ;  the  north -weft  ex¬ 
treme  of  the  ifland  of  Rofa  S.  34  W.  diftant 
thirty-two  miles ;  its  weftern  extreme  was  fhut 
in  with  the  weft  point  of  Cruz,  which  bore 
from  S.  22  W,  to  S.  28  E,  feventeen  or  eighteen 
miles  ;  the  neareft  part  of  that  ifland  S.  20  E. 
diftant  thirteen  miles;  and  the  fouth-eafternmoft 
of  the  iflands  in  fight  S.  28  E.  ;  appearing  from 
our  anchorage  like  a  fingle  rock,  but  confifting 
of  three  fmall  iflands. 

Having  thus  anchored  before  the  Spanlfli 
eftabllfhment,  I  immediately  fent  Lieutenant 
Sw^alne  to  inform  the  commanding  officer  at  the 
Prefidlo  of  our  arrival,  and  as  I  intended  to  de¬ 
part  in  the  morning,  to  requeft  that  the  Indians, 
who  had  fliewn  a  great  defire  to  trade  wdth  us, 
might  be  permitted  to  bring  us,  in  the  courfe  of 
the  night,  fuch  articles  of  refrefhment  as  they 
had  to  difpofe  of ;  which,  as  w^e  underftood,  con- 
flfted  of  an  abundance  of  hogs,  vegetables,  fowls, 
and  fome  excellent  dried  fifli. 

Mr.  Swaine  returned,  after  meeting  with  a 
moft  polite  and  friendly  reception  from  the  com¬ 
mandant  Sen’'  Don  Felipe  Goycochea,  who  with 
the  greateft  hofpitality  informed  Mr,  Swaine, 
that  every  refrefhment  the  country  could  afford 
was  perfeitly  at  our  command  ;  and  defired  that 
I  might  be  made  acquainted,  that  he  hoped  I 
would  remain  a  few  days  to  partake  of  thofe  ad¬ 
vantages. 
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vantages,  and  to  allow  him  the  pleafure  of  ad- 
mlniftering  to  onr  wants  and  neceffities. 

On  his  learning  from  Mr.  Swaine  which  way 
we  were  bound,  he  obferved  that  wood  and  water 
would  not  only  be  found  very  fcarce,  but  that  a 
fupply  could  not  be  depended  upon  at  St.  Diego^ 
or  any  other  port  to  the  fouthward ;  and  if  it 
were  neceflary  that  we  Ihould  replenifli  our  flock 
of  thofe  articles,  it  w^ould  be  well  to  embrace  the 
opportunity  which  our  prefent  fituation  afforded 
for  fo  doing. 

The  general  deportment  of  this  officer  was 
evidently  the  effect  of  a  noble  and  generous  mind; 
and  as  this  place,  which  was  diflinguifhed  by  the 
name  of  Barbara,  was  under  the  fame  jurifo 
diftion  as  St.  Franclfco  and  Monterrey,  our  very 
friendly  reception  here  rendered  the  unkind  treat¬ 
ment  we  had  received  on  our  late  vifits  at  the 
two  other  eflablifhments  the  more  paradoxical, 
and  was  perhaps  only  to  be  referred  to  the  dif¬ 
ferent  difpofitlons  of  the  perfons  in  power. 

The  intelligence  communicated  to  me  by  Mr. 
Swaine,  and  the  polite  and  liberal  conduCl  wc 
bad  reafon  to  exped:  from  the  commandant,  in¬ 
duced  me  to  think  of  accepting  the  advantages 
he  had  fo  obligingly  offered. 

The  next  morning,  accompanied  by  Lieute¬ 
nants  Puget  and  Hanfon,  I  paid  my  refpeds  on 
fliore  to  Seff  Don  Felipe  Goycochea,  the  com¬ 
mandant 
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mandant  of  the  eftablifhment  of  Barbara,  and 
Lieutenant  in  the  Spanifli  infantry.  He  received 
us  with  the  greateft  politenefs  and  cordiality,  and 
renewed,  with  great  earneftneis,  the  offers  he 
had  made  to  Mr.  Swaine  the  preceding  evening. 
He  was  plcafed  to  fay,  that  he  iliould  derive  the 
greateft  fatisfadiion  in  rendering  us  every  fervice 
compatible  with  the  orders  under  which  he  adfed. 
Thefe  orders  only  required,  that  thofe  who  w^erc 
employed  for  the  fervice  of  the  veffels  on  fhore, 
or  engaged  in  taking  their  recreation  in  the  neigh¬ 
bouring  country,  iliould  return  on  board  every 
night.  This  ftipulation  I  affured  him  iliould  be 
pundtualiy  attended  to,  as  well  as  every  other  re¬ 
gulation  that  his  prudence  might  fuggeft. 

We  were  like  wife  introduced  to  Friar  Miguel 
Miguel,  one  of  the  reverend  fathers  of  the  mif- 
fton  of  Barbara,  who,  in  the  name  of  himfelf, 
and  his  companion  the  Rev.  Father  Eftevan  Ta¬ 
pis,  exprefled  the  greateft  anxiety  for  our  welfare ; 
and  repeating  the  civilities  of  the  commandant, 
oiFered  whatever  fervices  or  affiftance  the  mlffion 
could  afford. 

Accompanied  by  thefe  gentlemen  we  went 
from  the  Preiidio,  in  order  to  afeertain  the  fpot 
from  whence  v/e  were  to  obtain  our  wood  and 
w^atef.  As  the  former  vv^as  to  be  procured  from 
the  holly-leaved  oak  that  grew  at  fome  diftancc 
from  the  watcr-fide,  our  reverend  father  offered 

us 
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us  the  waggons  of  the  milTion,  and  fpme  Indians 
to  carry  the  wood,  when  cut,  down  to  the  beach. 
The  cart  of  the  Prefidio  was  diredled  by  the 
commandant  to  be  at  our  orders  for  that  or  any 
other  fervice.  The  water,  which  was  not  of  the 
beft  quality,  was  in  ,wells  clofe  to  the  fea  fliore. 
We  were  in  no  imminent  want  of  thefe  ne- 
ceffarles ;  yet,  from  the  experience  .of  our  late 
retarded  progrefs  from  light  baffling  winds,  in 
confequence  of  the  coaft  taking  fo  eafterly  a  di- 
redtion,  and  obftrudting  the  general  courfe  of  the 
north* weft  winds  that  prevail  moft  part  of  the 
year,  it  was  highly  probable  we  might  find  the 
fame  fort  of  weather  further  fouth,  as  we  muft 
necefiTarily  keep  near  the  fhore,  for  the  purpofe  of 
examining  the  coaft,  which  I  now  found  would 
occupy  more  time  than  I  had  fuppofed.  This 
circumft'ance,  in  addition  to  the  information  we 
had  received,  that  the  further  vre  advanced  the 
worfe  we  fliould  fare  in  refpedt  of  thefe  effential 
articles  ;  I  thought  it  prudent,  notwithftanding 
the  bufmefs  appeared  likely  to  be  fomewhat  te¬ 
dious,  to  give  orders  for  its  being  immediately 
carried  into  execution  ;  convinced  that  we  fhould 
greatly  benefit  in  point  of  health  whilft  thefe  fer- 
vices  were  going  forward,  by  the  excellent  re- 
freftiments  the  country  promifed  to  fupply.  > 
The  commandant  had  ordered  us  to  be  fur- 
niihed  with  frcih  meat  in  fuch  quantities  .as  I 

miitht 
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might  think  proper  to  demand ;  vegetables  and 
fowls  were  principally  purchafed  from  private  in¬ 
dividuals,  whilft  our  reverend  fathers  at  the  mif- 
fion,  and  the  commandant,  fhared  the  produc¬ 
tions  of  their  gardens  with  us  ;  which,  like  thofe 
of  the  more  northern  eftablifhments,  were  but  of 
foiall  extent. 

i 

Since  the  recreation  that  had  been  denied  us 
at  Monterrey  was  here  granted  without  limita-^ 
tion,  I  felt  myfelf  bound  to  adopt  fuch  meafures 
as  were  mofl:  likely  to  prevent  any  abufe  of  the 
indulgence,  or  any  juft  caufe  of  complaint.  For 
when  I  refledcd  on  the  unreftrained  manner  in 
•which  mofl  of  the  officers  and  gentlemen  had 
rambled  about  the  country,  during  our  former 
vifit  at  Monterrey,  I  was  not  without  my  fufpi- 
cions  that  the  unpleafantreftridlions  impofed  upon 
us  on  our  late  return  to  that  port,  had  been  occa-? 
fioned  by  our  having  made  too  free  with  the  li¬ 
berty  then  granted.  To  prevent  the  chance  of 
any  fuch  offence  taking  place  here,  I  iffued  poh- 
tive  injunctions  that  no  individual  under  my  com-? 
mand  ffiould  extend  his  excurfions  beyond  the 
view  from  the  Prefidio,  or  the  buildings  of  the 
miffion,  which,  being  fituated  in  an  open  coun-«. 
try  of  no  very  uneven  furface,  admitted  of  fuffi- 
cient  fpace  for  all  the  exercife  on  foot  or  horfe- 
back  that  health  or  amufement  might  require. 

Notwithftanding  the  water  on  the  beach  was 

the 
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the  lame  as  that  with  which  all  the  Spanifh  vef- 
fels  that  had  vllited  this  roadftead  had  been  fup- 
plied,  and  although  much  pains  had  been  taken 
to  clean  out  the  wells,  yet  they  were  very  dirty 
and  brackifh ;  and  as  they  afforded  a  very  fcanty 
fupply,  we  were  induced  to  make  fearch  for  bet¬ 
ter  water. 

At  the  dlftance  of  only  a  few  yards  further  than 
where  the  wells  had  been  made,  a  moft  excel¬ 
lent  Ipring  of  very  fine  water  was  difcovered, 
amongft  fome  bullies,  in  a  kind  of  morafs ;  and 
though  it  Howled  but  flowly,  yet  it  anfwered  all 
our  purpofes,  and  was  obtained  with  more  eafe 
than  the  water  from  the  wells.  This  Ipring  w-as 
totally  unknown  to  the  refident  Spaniards,  and 
equally  fo,  I  prefume,  to  thole  employed  in  their 
ftiipping ;  or  they  would  not  fo  long  have  been  con¬ 
tent  with  the  dirty  brackilli  water  procured  from 
the  wells.  At  the  Prefidio  is  a  large  well  of  excel¬ 
lent  water,  from  which  alfo,  by  the  affiftance  of 
the  cart,  a  portion  of  our  ftock  was  obtained. 

Our  bufinefs  being  thus  in  a  train  for  ealj 
execution,  the  agreeable  Ibciety  of  our  Spanllh 
friends,  the  refrelhments  we  procured,  and  the 
daily  recreation  w  hlch  the  country  afforded,  ren¬ 
dered  our  fituation  at  Barbara  extremely  plea-  » 
lant. 

We  here  procured  fome  ffout  knees  from  the 
holly- leaved  oak,  for  the  fecurity  of  the  Dlfco- 

very’s 
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very’s  head  and  bumkins ;  this,  and  our  other 
occupations,  fully  engaged  our  time  until  the 
evening  of  Sunday  the  1  7th,  when  preparations 
were  made  for  failing  on  the  day  following. 

•  The  pleaflng  fociety  of  our  good  friends  at  the 
miffion  and  Prefidio  was  this  day  augmented  by 
the  arrival  of  Friar  Vincente  Maria,  one  of 
the  Rev.  Fathers  of  the  miffion  of  Bueno  Ven¬ 
tura  ;  fituated  about  feven  leagues  from  hence  on 
the  fca  coaft  to  the  fouth-eaftward. 

The  motives  that  induced  this  refpeftable  prieffc 
to  favor  us  with  his  company,  evidently  manifeft- 
cd  his  chriftian-like  benevolence.  Having  croffed 
the  ocean  more'  than  once  himfelf,  he  was  well 
aware  how  valuable  the  frefli  produdfions  of  the 
lliores  were  to  perfons  in  our  fituation  ;  under 
this  impreffion  he  had  brought  with  him,  for  our 
fervice,  half  a  fcore  fheep,  and  tvv^enty  mules 
laden  wdth  the  various  roots  and  vegetables  from 
the  garden  of  his  miffion.  This  excellcntly-good 
man  earnettly  intreated  that  I  w^ould  accompany 
him  by  land  back  to  Bueno  Ventura ;  faying, 
that  I  ffiould  be  better  able  on  the  fpot  to  point 
out  to  him,  and  to  his  colleague  the  Rev.  Friar 
Father  Francifeo  Dume,  fuch  of  the  produdlions 
of  the  country  as  would  be  mofi:  acceptable,  and 
contribute  moil:  to  our  future  comfort  and  wel- 
fare^"  Of  this  journey  I  ffiould  have  been  very 
happy  to  have  been  able  to  have  availed  myfelf, 

had 
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had  the  exifting  circumftances  not  obliged  me  to 
decline  the  pleafure  I  fliould  thereby  have  re¬ 
ceived. 

Our  new  benevolent  friend,  accompanied  by 
the  commandant  and  Father  Miguel,  honored  us 
with  their  company  to  dine  on  board,  where,  in 
the  courfe  of  converfation,  I  was  informed  that 
the  miffion  of  Bueno  Ventura  was  fituated  near 
a  fmall  bay  of  eafy  accefs  ;  and  as  Friar  Vincente 
feemed  much  pleafed  with  his  viiit  on  board,  I 
requefted  he  would  favor  me  with  his  company 
in  the  Difcovery  to  his  refidence.  This  offer  he 
cheerfully  accepted,  and  in  doing  fo  I  had  only 
reafon  to  regret  the  fhort  time  Iwas  to  be  indulged 
with  the  fociety  of  a  gentleman,  w^hofe  obferva- 
tions  through  life,  and  general  knowledge  of 
mankind,  rendered  him  a  moil  pleafing  and  in- 
ftrudlive  companion. 

In  the  evening  our  friends  returned  on  fhore, 
and  I  took  that  opportunity  of  foliclting  their 
acceptance  of  a  few  ufeful  articles  which  they 
had  no  other  opportunity  of  obtaining ;  though 
I  muft  confefs  they  were  a  very  incompetent  re¬ 
turn  for  their  friendly,  generous,  and  attentive 
fervices;  and  I  truft  they  will  accept  this  public 
acknowledgment  as  the  only  means  within  my 
reach  to  fhew'  the  grateful  fcnfe  I  fliall  ever  en¬ 
tertain  of  the  obligations  they  fo  liberally  and 
unexpedledly  beftowxd. 


We 
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We  were  attended  at  break  faft  the  next  morn- 
mg,  Monday  the  18th,  with  our  friends  from  the 
Ihore ;  and  the  want  of  wind  detained  us  at  an¬ 
chor  until  near  noon ;  when  we  took  leave  of 
our  Barbara  friends,  and^  accompanied  by 
Father  Vincente,  we  directed  our  courfe  towards 
Bueno  Ventura. 

Whilft  we  remained  at  Barbara,  Mr.  WKid- 
bey,  whofe  time  was  principally  devoted  to  the 
feveral  duties  on  Ihore,  embraced  that  oppor¬ 
tunity  of  making  fome  neceflary  ,aftronomical 
obfervations  with  the  artificial  horizon ;  the  only 
means  we  had  of  afcertalning  the  latitude,  varia¬ 
tion,  and  the  longitude  'by  the  chronometers. 
The  mean  refults  fliewed  the  latitude,  by  four 
meridional  altitudes  of  the  fun,  to  be  34*^  24^; 
the  variation,  by  fix  fets  of  azimuths,  differing 
from  1 14^  to  9%  to  be  10^  15^  eaftwardly ;  and 
the  longitude,  by  eight  fets  of  altitudes  of  the 
fun  between  the  11th  and  15  th,  allowing  the 
error  and  rate  as  calculated  at  Monterrey,  was 
fhewn  by  Kendall’s  chronometer  to  be  240®  45'" 
40^';  Arnold’s  No.  14,  240®  44^  ;  No.  176, 

240^56^45^';  and  the  true  longitude  deduced 
from  fubfequent  obfervations,  240^  ^ 

continued  to  allow  the  fame  rate,  the  fituation 
of  the  coaft  has  been  laid  down  by  No.  14  ;  and 
I  Ihould  hope,  by  the  regularity  with  which  it 
had  lately  gone,  with  fome  degree  of  precifion. 

The 
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The  tide,  though  fllewinghere'  no  vlfible  ftream, 
regularly  ebbed  and  flowed  every  fix  hours ;  the 
rife  and  fall,  as  nearly  as  could  be  eftimated, 
fecmed  to  be  about  three  or  four  feet ;  and  it  is 
high  water  about  eight  hours  after  the  moon 
pafles  the  meridian. 

To  fail  into  the  bay,  or  more  properly  fpeaking 
the  roadftead,  of  Barbara,  requires  but  few  di¬ 
rections,  as  it  is  open  and  without  any  kind  of 
interruption  whatever ;  the  foundings  on  ap¬ 
proaching  it  are  regular,  from  1 5  to  3  fathoms ; 
the  former  from  half  a  league  to  two  miles,  the 
latter  within  a  cable  and  half  of  the  fliore.  Weeds 
were  feen  growing  about  the  roadftead  in  many 
places;  but,  fo  far  as  we  examined,  which  was 
only  in  the  vicinity  of  our  anchorage,  they  did 
not  appear  to  indicate  fhallower  water,  or  a  bot¬ 
tom  of  a  different  nature.  The  fliores  of  the 
roadftead  are  for  the  moft  part  low,  and  termi¬ 
nate  in  fandy  beaches,  to  which  however  its 
weftern  point  is  rather  an  exception,  being  a  fteep 
cliff  moderately  elevated  ;  to  this  point  I  gave  the 
name  of  Point  Felipe,  after  the  commandant 
of  Barbara. 

The  interior  country  a  few  miles  only  from 
the  water  fide,  is  compofed  of  rugged  barren 
mountains,  which  I  w^as  informed  rife  in  five  dif- 
tineft  ridges,  behind  and  above  each  other,* a  great 
diftance  inland  towards  the  E.  N.  E. ;  which 
VoL.  IV.  Z  fpace 
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fpace  is  not  at  prefent  occupied  either  by  the 
Spaniards,  or  the  native  Indians. 

After  we  had  paffed  point  Conception,  the 
wind  continued  to  blow  in  very  faint  breezes, 
and  our  progrefs  was  flow  along  the  coaft,  which 
rofe  about  two  or  three  leagues  to  the  fouth-eaft- 
ward  of  Barbara  with  a  fteep  afeent  in  rocky 
clifts,  that  moftly  compofed  its  fhores. 

At  eight  in  the  evening  we  anchored  in  fifteen 
fathoms  water,  about  a  league  to  the  weftward 
of  Buena  Ventura.  Our  reverend  friend  exprefled 
gre’at  fatisfadlion  at  the  mode  of  his  return  to  the 
mlffion ;  and  faid,  that  his  voyage  hither  would 
probably  lay  the  foundation  for  removing  the 
abfurd  and  deep-rooted  prejudice  that  had  ever 
exifted  amongft  the  feveral  tribes  of  Indians  in 
his  neighbourhood,  who  from  their  earlieft  in- 
fancy  had  Invajiably  regarded  all  ftrangers  as  their 
enemies.  This  fentiment  had  totally  prevented 
any  amicable  intercourfe,  or  communication  be- 
tween  their  different  focleties,  although  living 
within  a  fmall  diftance  of  each  other.  And  it 
icemed  to  have  been  a  matter  of  no  fmall  diffi¬ 
culty  on  the  part  of  the  mlffionarles,  to  perfuade 
the  native  inhabitants  of  the  channel  of  Bar¬ 
bara,  who  had  been  informed  of  our  intention 
to  vifit  the  coaft,  that  we  were  their  friends,  and 
jfiould  treat  them  with  kindnefs  and  civility; 
having  probably  been  taught  at  fome  earlier  pe¬ 
riod. 
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rlod,  to  confidcr  the  Englifh  under  a  very  differ¬ 
ent  charadler.  Proofs  were  not  wanting  that 
foch  notions  ftill  continued  to  exift ,  for  notwith- 
llanding  that  four  or  five  favorite  Indian  fervants, 
who  attended  on  father  Vincente,  had  witneffed 
the  cordial  reception  and  friendly  intercourfe  that 
fublifted  between  us,  yet  on  his  giving  them  di^ 
redVions  to  return  home  with  his  horfes  and 
mules  by  themfelves,  as  he  fliould  go  thither  in 
the  fliip,  they  inftantly,  and  wdth  one  voice, 
prayed  for  the  fate  of  God  that  he  would  mot 
perfift  in  his  determination  ;  being  thoroughly 
convinced  that  if  he  did  they  fhould  never  fee 
him  more  :  nor  was  it  in  the  power  of  language, 
either  by  arguments  or  alTurances,  to  remove 

thefe  ill  founded  impreffions.  To  the  laft  mo- 
« 

merit  they  remained  with  him  on  the  beach,  fup- 
pli eating  in  the  moft  earnefi:  manner  that  he 
would  give  his  attention  to  their  advice  ;  and  fre¬ 
quently  repeating,  that  though  they  had  hitherto 
confided  in  every  thing  he  had  told  them,  yet  in 
this  initance  they  were  fure  they  fliould  be  de¬ 
ceived.  The  Rev.  Father,  though  gratified  by 
their  atfehlionate  anxiety,  fmiled  at  their  ground- 
lefs  ap^^rehenfions  for  his  fafety,  gave  each  of 
them  his  bleffing,  and  again  directed  them  to 
follow  his  orders  and  return  home  to  Buena 
Ventara 

We  found  our  fituation  on  the  fucccedlng 

Z  2  morning, 
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morning,  Tuefday  the  19th,  to  be  within  about 
two  miles  of  the  fhore,  its  neareft  part  bearing 
by  compafs  N.  by  E.,  the  landing-place  near  the 

_  'i  _ 

miffion  of  Buena  Ventura,  S.  68  E.,  three  miles 
dlftant ;  point  Converfion  S.  02  E. ;  a  group  of 
three  iflands,  called  by  the  natives  Enneeapah, 
(the  wefternmoft  being  the  largefl:  and  higheft 
ifland)  from  S.  10  E.  to  S.  1  E. ;  the  ifland  of 
Cruz,  from  S.  23  W.,  to  S.  48  W.;  and  point 
Felipe,  N.  08  AV. 

The  coaft  immediately  oppofite,  and  to  the 
northward  of  us,  chiefly  confifted  of  high  fteep 
cliffs,  indented  with  fbme  fmall  fandy  coves.  The 
general  face  of  the  country  was  mountainous, 
rugged,  barren,  and  dreary  ;  but  towards  the 
miffion,  a  margin  of  low  land  extended  from  the 
bafe  of  the  mountains,  fome  of  which  were  of 
great  height,  and  at  a  remote  diftance  from  the 
ocean ;  and  being  relieved  by  a  few  trees  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  the  eflablifhment,  gave  this 
part  of  the  country  a  lefs  unpleafing  appearance. 

Having  taken  an  early  breakfaft,  I  attended 
Father  Vincente  to  the  fliore,  where  a  large  af- 
fortment  of  refrefliments  w^as  in  readinefs  for  em¬ 
barkation.  The  violence  of  the  furf  prevented 
our  landing,  nor  was  it  without  thegreatefl  cau¬ 
tion  and  circiimfpedlion  that  the  Indians,  though 
very  dexterous  in  the  management  of  their  ca- 
npes,  could  venture  off  to  us,  From  thefe  people 

I  under- 
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I  underftood,  that  this  inconvenience  was  un- 
ufual,  and  that  about  noon,  or  towards  the  even¬ 
ing,  it  would  probably  fubfide,  fo  as  to  permit 
our  landing.  We  therefore  determined  to  wait, 
and  in  the  mean  time  the  canoes  brought  off  fome 
of  the  good  things  which  our  reverend  friend 
had  ordered  to  be  provided,  confifting  of  fheep, 
fowls,  roots,  and  other  vegetables  in  fuch  abun¬ 
dance,  that  it  required  four  boats  to  convey  them 
to  the  fhips. 

In  this  fituation  we  waited  at  a  grapnel  until 
the  afternoon ;  when  finding  the  furf  not  fuffi- 
cienfly  abated  to  admit  of  our  landing  in  perfect 
fafety,  and  my  reverend  friend  not  having  fuffi- 
cient  courage  to  venture  on  fhore  in  any  of  the 
canoes,  after  feveral  had  been  filled  and  overfet, 
we  returned  on  board ;  not  a  little  mortified  at 
the  difappointment,  which  feemed  to  damp  the 
fpirits  and  lively  converfation  of  our  worthy  gueft. 
When  about  half  way  to  the  fliip,  the  uneafinefs 
of  Father  Vincente  was  greatly  increafed  by  his 
recollecfling,  that  he  had  intrufled  both  his  bible 
and  prayer  book  to  the  care  of  a  faithful  fervant, 
with  the  ftrongcfl;  injundlions  to  depofit  them 
fecurely  on  fhore  ;  this  fervice  had  been  pundlu- 
ally  performed ;  for  on  our  return,  thefe  fpiritual 
comforts,  with  which  he  had  too  haftily  parted, 
had  been  forgotten  to  be  recalled.  The  omiliion 
produced  no  fmall  addition  to  the  dcjedlion  of 

Z  3  fpirits 
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fpirlts  that  had  already  taken  place,  and  Vvhicll 
became  almoft  infupportable  by  an  untoward 
accident,  that  for  a  moment  prefented  a  fituation 
of  danger,  until  it  was  difcovered  to  proceed  from 
the  plug  having  unfortunately  worked  out  of  the 
boat’s  bottom,  by  which  means  a  great  quantity 
of  water  was  received,  and  kept  increafmg  until 
the  caufe  was  found  out  and  removed  ;  when  the 
effect  inftantly  ceafed,  and  the  boat  was  foon  re¬ 
lieved,  Yet  this  accident,  amidft  other  misfor¬ 
tunes  and  difappointments,  appeared  to  the  good 
prieft  a  matter  of  the  mold  fcrious  concern,  and 
might  perhaps  be  a  little  aggravated  by  feme 
fmiles  at  his  diftrefs,  which  it  was  impoflible  to 
fupprefs. 

Our  excellent  friend  was  now  fo  much  difeon- 
certed,  and  his  fpirits  fo  depreffed,  that  I  found 
it  as  difficult  to  convince  him  that  we  ffioukl 
arrive  fafe  at  the  fliip,  as  he  had  before  found  it 
to  perfuade  his  trufty  fervants  of  his  fecurity  in 
embarking  with  us  at  Barbara  ;  and  I  verily 
believe  that  at  this  moment  he  heartily  repented 
that  he  had  not  yielded  to  their  advice. 

to/ 

We  were  hovrever  foon  alongfide,  and  our 
friend  was  by  no  means  reluctant  to  leave  the 
boat ;  when  on  board  the  ffiip  he  foon  recovered 
from  his  former  apprehenfions  of  danger,  yet  the 
abfence  of  his  books  was  ftlll  a  matter  of  regret 
and  vexation  that  he  could  not  overcome ;  and 

unfortunately 
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unfortunately  it  was  out  of  our  power  to  afford 
him  any  confolatlon,  as  thofe  we  had  on  board 
were  in  a  language  he  did  not  underftand.  His 
fervants  being  aware  of  the  uneafinefs  which  the 
want  of  thefe  religious  comforts  would  occafion 
their  mafter,  came  on  board  in  the  evening  with 
the  bible  and  prayer-book,  without  either  of  them 
having  been  wetted  by  the  waters  of  the  ocean, 
to  preferve  them  againfl  w^hich  had  been  an  ob- 
jedl  of  much  care  and  attention.  The  very  great 
comfort  this  circumftance  imparted  w^as  too 
evident  in  the  countenance  of  our  worthy  friend 
to  pafs  unnoticed.  He  immediately  retired,  and 
after  having  been  clofeted  about  three  quarters  of 
an  hour,  he  returned  to  fupper,  and  w^s  as  cheer¬ 
ful,  and  in  the  fame  high  fpirits,  as  before  thefe 
uncomfortable  events  had  happened.  I  then 
took  an  opportunity  of  apologizing  for  our  fmiles 
in  the  boat,  and  I  believe  we  obtained  perfedl 
forgivenefs,  as  he  laughed  heartily  at  the  adven¬ 
tures  of  the  day,  and  the  evening  palTed  in  the 
moft  cheerful  manner. 

Such  are  the  happy  effedls  refulting  from  a 
religious  education,  and  fuch  the  confolations 
that  are  derived  by  the  habitual  exercife  of  the 
principles  it  inculcates. 

Whilft  deprived  of  thofe  comforts  to  which  in 
the  hour  of  peril  or  misfortune  ho  had  been 
taught  to  refort,  I  am  convinced  the  mind  of 

Z  4  our 
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our  friend  w^as  far  from  being  in  an  enviable 
ftate ;  but  when  the  opportunity  was  afforded 
him  of  confcientioufly  difcharging  the  facred  du¬ 
ties  which  he  felt  it  incumbent  upon  him  to 
perform,  I  believe  there  were  few  in  the  world 
with  whom  he  would  have  wifhed  to  have  chang¬ 
ed  conditions. 

The  next  morning,  Wednefday  the  20th,  we 
had  an  early  vifit  from  fome  of  the  Indians,  who 
came  to  inform  Father  Vincente  that  the  furf 
was  Intirely  abated,  and  that  he  might  land  in 
the  mofl  perfect  fecurity.  His  anxiety  to  get  on 
fhore  induced  me  to  lofe  no  time  in  making 
another  attempt,  leaving  diredlions,  in  the  event 
of  our  being  able  to  land,  for  the  veffels  to  pro¬ 
ceed  along  the  coaft  as  foon  as  the  fea  breeze 
fliould  fet  in,  where  I  wovild  join  them  off  the 
million. 

When  we  reached  the  fliore  the  furf  ftill  rail 
very  high,  but  with  the  affiftance  of  our  light 
fmall  boat  we  landed  with  great  eafe,  perfedlly 
dry,  and  much  to  the  fatlsfadllon  of  our  worthy 
companion  ;  of  whofe  bounty  there  was  yet  re¬ 
maining  near  the  beach  a  large  quantity  of  roots, 
vegetables,  and  other  ufeful  articles,  with  five 
head  of  cattle,  in  readinefs  to  be  fent  on  board. 
One  of  thefe  being  a  very  fine  young  bull  was 
taken  on  board  alive,  for  the  purpofe  of  being 
carried  if  poffible  to  Owhyhee.  The  others  were 

killed, 
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killed,  and  produced  us  an  ample  fupply ;  had 
they  not  been  fufficlent,  a  greater  number  were 
at  hand,  and  equally  at  our  difpofal. 

Our  hofpitable  friend  now  condiufled  us  to¬ 
wards  the  eftablifhment,  Avhich  was  fituated 
about  three  quarters  of  a  mile  from  the  water- 
lide ;  from  whence  we  had  not  advanced  many 
paces  before  the  road  became  crowded  with  In¬ 
dians  of  both  fexes,'  and  of  all  ages,  running  to- 
•wards  us.  This  alfemblage  I  at  firft  attributed  to 
curiofity,  and  the  defire  of  feeing  ftrangers,  but  I 
was  foon  agreeably  undeceived,  and  convinced 
that  It  was  not  to  welcome  us,  but  the  return  of 
their  paftor  and  benefactor.  Although  it  was  yet 
very  early  in  the  morning,  the  happy  tidings  had 
reached  the  miffion  ;  from  whence  thefe  children 
of  nature  had  Iffued,  each  preffing  through  the 
crowd,  unmindful  of  the  feeble  or  the  young,  to 
kifs  the.  hand  of  their  paternal  guardian,  and  to 
receive  his  benedidllon.  His  bleffings  being  dif- 
penfed,  the  little  multitude  difperfed  in  various 
diredllons. 

With  us,  as  ftrangers,  their  curiofity  was  very 
foon  fatisfied,  a  few  only  accompanying  us  to  the 
miffion.  Thefe  made  many  inquiries  of  Father 
Vincente  how  he  had  fared,  and  how  he  had  been 
treated  on  board  the  fliip ;  to  all  which  his  an- 
fwers  v^ere  returned  in  Tuch  pleafing  terms  of 
kind  familiarity,  as  apparently  afforded  them 

great 
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great  fatlsfadion,  whilft  it  produced  in  them 
much  furprize.  This  converfation  we  were  only 
able  to  underftand  through  his  interpretation,  as 
it  was  held  in  the  Indian  languague,  wdiich  Fa¬ 
ther  Vincente  fpoke  very  fluently. 

On  our  entering  the  miflion  wc  were  received 

« 

by  Father  Francifco  Dume,  and  entertained  in  ar 
manner  that  proved  the  great  refpedlability  of 
the  Francifcan  order,  at  leaft  of  that  part  of  their 
numerous  community  with  whom  we  had  be¬ 
come  acquainted. 

^  The  morning,  which  was  moft  delightfully 
pleafant,  w^as  employed  in  viewing  the  buildings 
of  the  miffion,  the  arrangement  of  the  gardens, 
and  cultivated  land  in  its  immediate  vicinage. 
Thefe  all  appeared  to  be  in  a  very  fuperior  ftlle 
to  any  of  the  new  fettlements  I  had  yet  feen,  and 
would  have  tempted  me  to  have  made  a  more 
minute  inquiry,  had  not  my  anxious  defire  for 
proceeding  onv/ard  prohibited  the  delay  it  would 
neceflhrily  have  occafioned. 

The  day  palled  moft  agreeably  in  the  fociety 
of  our  ecclefiaftical  friends ;  and  the  pleaftire  of 
it  was  greatly  heightened  by  the  arrival  of  a  mall 
from  Europe  in  its  w^ay  to  Monterrey.  By  this 
conveyance  our  reverend  friends  had  intelligence 
from  the  old  world,  that  could  not  fail  of  being 
very  interefting  to  perfons  in  our  fituation.  Thus 
we  concluded  a  very  pleafant  day,  and  in  the 


evening 
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evening  returned  to  the  veflcls,  whicli  had  been 
prevented  moving  by  the  ealmnefs  of  the  wea^.her. 

On  attempting  to  weigh  with  a  gentle  breeze 
of  wind  from  the  weft  ward  on  the  morning  of 
Thurfday  the  21  ft,  the  tenacity  of  the  bottom 
proved  too  ftrong  for  our  cable,  and  it  patted 
near  the  clench.  This  accident  kept  us  employed 
the  whole  of  the  day  ;  and  after  breaking  all  the 
beft  hawfers  we  had  then  remaining,  the  anchor 
was  at  length  recovered  by  fwxeping  it  with  the 
ftream  cable  late  in  the  evening.  This  unlookcd- 
for  detention  w^as  highly  mortifying,  as  the  wef- 
terly  breeze  blew  a  cheerful  gale  from  day-light 
until  dark,  for  the  firfl:  time  fince  we  had  entei^ed 
the  channel  of  Barbara. 

With  light  baffling  winds  from  the  north-eaft: 
quarter,  and  fome  flight  fhowers  of  rain,  we  di- 
re<fted  our  courfe  on  the  morning  of  Friday  the 
2 2d  to  the  foyth-eaftward,  gratefully  thankful 
for  the  hofpitable  reception  and  benevolent  dona¬ 
tions  of  our  religious  friends  at  Buena  Ventura. 

The  anchorage  we  had  juft  quitted,  was  ac¬ 
cording  to  our  obfervations  by  tw^o  meridional 
altitudes  of  the  fun,  in  latitude  34°  l&;  and  the 
longitude  by  fix  fets  of  altitudes,  on  two  diffe¬ 
rent  days,  w^as24ffl2k  In  confequence  of  the 
general  ferenity  of  the  weather  almoft  through¬ 
out  the  year,  according  to  the  information  I  ob¬ 
tained,  the  roadftead  may  bcyconfidered  as  a  to- 
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lerably  good  one,  and  anchorage  may  be  had 
nearer  the  Ihore  in  the  vicinity  of  the  miffion  ^ 
but  neither  fituations  are  fo  commodious  as  at 
Barbara,  being  much  more  expofed  to  the 
fouth-eaft  winds  and  oceanic  fwell,  which  fre- 
q^uently  render  the  communication  with  the  lliore 
very  unplcafant. 

At  noon  our  obferved  latitude  was  34°  10', 

/ 

longitude  241°  4'.  In  this  fituation  the  ifles  of 
Enneeapah  bore  by  compafs  from  N.  4  E.  to  S.  20 
W. ;  the  ifland  of  S'^  Cruz,  from  S.  30  W.  to  S. 
Cl  W.  ;  the  wcfternmofl:  part  of  the  main  land 
in  fight,  W.  N.  W.,  the  nearcfi:  ihore  N.  E.  by 
N.,  four  or  five  miles  diftant,  point  Converfion, 
N.  84  E.,  and  the  fouthernmofl:  land  in  fight, 
S.  85  E. 

Point  Converfion  was  palTed  in  the  afternoon, 
and  found  to  be  fituated  in  latitude  34°  g',  longi¬ 
tude  241°g''.  The  Ihores  from  Buena  Ventura, 
which  as  far  as  this  point  continued  low  and  flat, 
produced  fome  fmall  trees  and  fhrubs ;  but  from 
hence  they  again  aflumicd  a  fteep  and  rugged 
form. 

From  our  anchorage  this  morning,  as  we  ad¬ 
vanced  towards  the  fliore  to  the  fouth-eafl:  of  the 
miffion,  our  depth  of  water  regularly  decreafed 
to  eight  fathoms,  within  two  miles  of  the  fliore 
of  the  main  land ;  but  by  noon  it  had  increafed 
to  14,  and  by  five  in  the  afternoon  to  40  fathoms. 

At 
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At  this  time  the  wefternmofi:  part  of  the  main 
land  in  fight  bore  by  compafs  N.  55  W. ;  point 
Converfion,  N.  45  W. ;  the  eafternmofi:  part  of 
the  main  land  in  fight  N.  fi5  E.  ;  and  the  ifles  of 
Enneeapah  from  S.  f)3  W.  to  weft.  On  paffing 
thefe  ifies  we  were  nearer  to  them  than  to  any 
other  of  the  iflands  in  the  channel  Barbara ; 
the  whole  of  which  wore  the  fame  barren  ap¬ 
pearance,  and  were  now  feen  as  we  pafibd  to  be 
compofed  of  rugged  rocks,  nearly  deftitute  of 
wood  and  verdure.  The  wefternmoft,  already 
ftated  to  be  the  largeft,  is  about  a  league  in 
length  from  north  to  fouth,  and  about  two  miles 
in  breadth  ;  its  centre  is  fituated  in  latitude  34^ 
longitude  240®  50|^  The  eafternmofi:  of 
,  thefe  ifles,  about  two  miles  in  circuit,  lies  from 
the  above  N.  80  E.,  at  the  diftance  of  about  a 
league,  and  the  fouth-eaft  point  of  the  ifland  of 
Cruz  lies  from  the  fame  ftation  S.  80  W.,  dif- 
tant  four  miles  and  an  half. 

The  night  was  nearly  calm  as  was  the  fucceed- 
ing  day,  Saturday  the  23d,  fo  that  in  twenty- 
four  hours  we  had  not  advanced  more  than  about 
fixteen  miles  along  the  coaft,  nor  was  our  pro- 
grefs  much  accelerated  afterwards ;  for  by  noon 
of  Sunday  the  24th,  we  had  only  reached  the 
latitude  of  33^  54^  longitude  2-11^42''.  In  this 
fituatlon  point  Converfion  was  ftiil  in  fight,  bcar- 
'ing  by  compafs  N.  7 1  W*  ;  kere  the  coaft  took 
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a  dlrcfLlon  S.  0/  E,,  fixteen  miles  to  the  north 
point  of  a  deep  bay,  off  which  He  two  or  three 
fm all  rocks ;  this  point,  which  I  called  Point 
Dume,  bore  N.  5Q  W. ;  the  foiith  point  of  the 
fame  bay,  being  the  eaflernmoft  part  of  the  main 
land  in  fight  S.  67  E.  ;  this  being  a  very  confpi- 
cuous  promontory,  I  named  after  Father  Vin¬ 
cente  ;  the  iiland  Catalina,  (fo  called  by  the 
Spaniards)  the  eaflernmofl:  of  the  group,  forming 
the  channel  of  S-""  Barbara,  from  S.  40  E.  to  S. 


E. ;  a  fmall  Ifland,  called  by  the  Spaniards  Bar¬ 
bara,  S.  25  W.,  diftant  12  leagues ;  and  the  ifles 
of  Enneeapah  weft,  at  the  fame  dlftance.  Our 
fttuation  w^as  before  an  extenftve  bay,  at  the  dif- 

tance  of  about  three  leagues  from  Its  neareft 

» 

fhores.  Thcfe  appeared  to  be  compaft,  and  the 
wlrole  bay  to  be  open  and  expofed ;  but  our  dif* 
tance  from  its  termination,  or  bottom,  wdiich  was 
nearly  four  leagues,  was  too  great  to  afcertaiii 
any  thing  refpeefting  it  with  certainty  ;  and  the 
light  prevailing  wind,  blowing  diredtiy  on  the 
ftiore,  would  not  admit  of  a  more  minute  furvey 

I 

without  much  retarding  our  progrefs  along  the 
coaft,  which  had  already  occupied  more  time 
than  I  wiflicd,  or  could  well  fpare  for  its  exami¬ 
nation  ;  and  which  on  our  departure  from  Mon¬ 
terrey  I  had  expeclcd would  ere  now  have  been 
drawing;  nearly  to  a  conclufion. 

The  north- weft  fide  of  this  bay  w^as  obferved 
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to  be  compofed  chief!  j  of  fteep  barren  cliffs ;  the 
north  and  eaftcrn  fiiores  terminated  in  low  fandy 
beaches,  rifing  with  a  gradual  afeent  until  they 
reached  the  bafe  of  a  mountainous  country,  which 
had  the  appearance  of  being  rugged  and  barren, 
not  only  at  fome  diftance  behind  the  centre  of 
the  bay,  but  extending  towards  the  fea  coaft,  and 
forming  its  extreme  points,  viz.  point  Vincente, 
and  point'  Dume  ;  which  lie  from  each  other 
S.  51  E.,  and  N.  51  W.,  20  miles  afunder. 

According  to  the  Spanlfh  charts,  I  at  firfi:  fup- 
pofed  this  bay  to  be  that  which  is  there  called  the 
bay  of  St.  Pedro  ;  but  I  was  afterwards  informed 
that  conjedfure  was  ill  founded.  I  had  alfo  been 
given  to  underftand  that  a  very  advantageous  fet- 
tlement  is  eftabllfhed  on  a  fertile  fpot  fomewhere 
in  this  neighbourhood  within  fight  of  the  ocean, 
though  at  the  diftance  of  fome  miles  from  the 
coaft,  called  Pueblo  de  los  Angelos,  the  coun- 

try  town  of  the  Angels,”  formed  in  the  year 
1781.  Th  is  cftablilliment  was  looked  for  in  all 
directions,  but  nothing  was  perceived  that  indi¬ 
cated  either  habitations  or  inhabitants. 

In  the  evCTing  we  paffed  point  Vincente,  com¬ 
pofed  of  fteep  barren  cliffs,  and  forming  the 
north -weft  extremity  of  a  confpicuous  promon¬ 
tory  that  takes  a  diredtloa  S.  70  E ,  near  ten 
miles,  to  a  point  in  latitude  33°42E,  longitude 
242^  3^.  This  point,  which  after  the  father  prefi-: 
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dent  of  the  Franclfcan  order  I  called  Point  Fer¬ 
mi  n,  is  the  weft  point  of  the  bay,  from  whence 
its  wcftern  fhores  take  a  northerly  direction,  and 
conftitute  a  projedling  promontory  between  two 
bays,  the  Ihores  of  which  terminate  on  all  fides 
in  ftecp  cliffs  of  a  light  yellowiili  colour.  Thefe 
extend  along  the  north- weftern  fhore  of  the 
fuppofed  bay  of  St.  Pedro  about  a  league,  where 
they  feemed  to  end,  having  a  fmall  ifland  lying 
off*  their  northern  extremity,  beyond  which  the 
bay  appeared  to  retire  to  the  north-weftward,  pro¬ 
bably  affording  anchorage  and  llielter  ;  but  near 
point  Fcrmln  foundings  could  not  be  gained  with 
^0  or  100  fathoms  of  line,  or  I  would  have  ftop- 
ped  to  have  given  this  bay  a  more  minute  exa¬ 
mination. 

At  day-light  In  the  morning  of  Monday  25 th, 
w'c  found  ourfelves  driven  much  further  from 
the  land  than  I  liad  expefted,  and  intirely  paft 
the  bay  to  the  fouth-eaftward  ;  the  northern  and 
caftern  udes  of  it  were  now  feen  to  be  compofed 
of  a  low"  country,  terminating  in  alternate  low 
white  cliffs  and  fandy  beaches.  On  this  low  ex- 
tenfivc  tradf  fome  fmall  trees  and  flirubs  were 
produced,  but  the  Interior  country,  which  ftill 
confiftcd  of  rugged  lofty  mountains,  prefented  a 
drear}^  and  fteril  appearance. 

At  noon  the  latitude  v/as  33”  36^,  longitude 
2*12^  Ilk  In  this  Situation  the  eafternmoft  land 
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in  light  bore  by  compafs  S.  83.  E. ;  the  fouth- 
eall  point  of  the  Illand  Catalina  S.  13  W.> 
dlftant  171  miles;  its  north  point  S.  48  W., 
diftant  14  miles  ;  and  its  north^-weft  point  S.  02 
W.;,  23  miles  ;  point  Vincente  N.  O7  W.,  and 
point  Fcrmin  N.  59  W.  In  the  latitude  of  this 
point  we  differed  fome  miles  from  that  affigned 
to  it  by  the  Spaniards ;  Sen^  Quadra’s  chart  plac¬ 
ing  it  in  latitude  33°  50"',  and  the  printed  chart 
in  latitude  33°  54\ 

Th  is  fituation  would  equally  well  correfpond 
with  the  defcription  of  the  bay  of  St.  Pedro,  as 
that  we  had  been  olF  the  preceding  day ;  yet, 
from  the  fliape,  appearance,  and  other  circum- 
flances  attending  the  bay  now  before  us,  I  had 
rcafon  to  conclude  this  to  be  the  bay  of  St. 
Pedro. 

Towards  its  fouth-eaft  part  is  a  fmall  bay  or 
cove,  and  a  low  point  of  land  forming  its  call 
point,  called  by  me  Point  Lasuen,  bore  by 
compafs  at  noon,  N.  40  E.,  diftant  feven  miles. 
In  the  neighbourhood  of  that  ftation  I  had  been 
Informed  was  the  million  of  St.  Gabriel,  founded 
in  the  year  17/3;  this  eftablilhment  is  faid  to 
be  in  fight  alfo  of  the  fea,  but  wc  were  not  able 
to  difcern  it,  or  the  Pueblo  de  los  Angelos ;  yet 
had  great  reafon  to  believe  that  their  refpeftive 
fituations  correfponded  with  the  intelligence  I  had 
received. 

VoL.  IV.  A  a 


The 


354  ,  A  VOYAGE  OP  DISCOVERY  [nOV, 

The  wind  continuing  light  and  variable,  ren¬ 
dered  our  progrefs  ftill  exceffively  flow ;  by  the 
evening,  however,  I  confidered  that  we  had 
reached  the  fouth-eafl:  extremity  of  the  channel 
of  Barbara,  having  fight  of  the  ifland  of  St. 
Clement,  (fo  called  by  the  Spaniards)  and  which 
w’e  found  to  lie  S.  18  W.,  difiant  about  five  or 
fix  leagues  from  the  fouth-eaft  point  of  the  ifland 
of  Catalina. 

Thus  finifhed  our  tedious  examination  of  the 
continental  fliore  of  this  channel ;  and  although 
we  w^ere  able  nearly  to  afcertain  the  pofitive,  as 
well  as  relative,  fituation  of  the  different  iflands 
forming  its  fouth-wxft  fide,  yet  we  paffed  at  too 
great  a  diftance  for  the  delineation  of  thofe  fhores 
with  that  degree  of  accuracy,  that  may  be  de¬ 
pended  upon  with  confidence. 

There  are  fome  rocks  and  flioals  Introduced  in 
the  Spanifh  charts  which  we  faw  nothing  of ; 
and,  excepting  the  very  light  and  baffling  winds 
that  prevailed,  there  were  neither  currents  nor 
any  other  obftrudlion,  fo  far  as  our  examination 
went,  tO‘  interrupt  its  navigation ;  w^hich,  to 
thofe  who  may  have  occafion  only  to  pafs  through 
ity  will  be  found  neither- difficult  nor  unpleafant. 

Early  the  next  morning,  Tuefday  20th,  we  were 
favored  with  a  light  breeze  from  the  weftward; 
with  this  we  fteered  along  the  land,  and  by  g  in  the 
forenoon,  being  within  about  2  miles  of  the  fliore. 
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our  attention  was  fudderily  called  to  a  Spanifli 
eftablifhment  eredled  clofe  to  the  water-fide,  in 
a  fmall  fandy  cove,  near  the  centre  of  which  was 
a  little  detached  rock,  and  another  lying  off  its 
north  point.  The  former  is  reprefented  in  the 
Spanifh  charts  as  a  fmall  ifland  lying  nearly  three 
miles  from  the  fhore,  yet  we  paffed  it  within  half 
that  diftance,  and  could  fcarcely  dlfcern  that,  it 
was  detached.  Its  appearancCj  and  fituation  re¬ 
lative  to  the  miffion  of  St.  Juan  Capiftrano,  cor- 
refponding  with  the  defcription  I  had  received  of 
that  fettlement,  made  me  conclude  it  to  be  the 
fame,  and  that  it  is  the  laft  eftablifhment  be¬ 
tween  Barbara  and  the  Prefidio  of  St.  Diego. 

This  miffion  is  very  pleafantly  fituated  in  a 
grove  of  trees,  whofe  luxuriant  and  diverfified 
foliage,  when  contrafted  with  the  adjacent  fliores, 
gave  it  a  moft  romantic  appearance ;  having  the 
ocean  in  front,  and  being  bounded  on  its  other 
fides  by  rugged  dreary  mountains,  where  the  ve¬ 
getation  was  not  fufficient  to  hide  the  naked 
rocks,  of  which  the  country  in  this  point  of  view 
feemed  to  be  principally  compofed. 

The  buildings  of  the  miffion  were  of  brick  and 
of  ftpne,  and  in  their  .vicinity  the  foil  appeared 
to  be  of  uncommon  and  ftriking  fertility.  It  was 
founded  in  the  year  17/0,  and  is  in  latitude  33"* 
2{)\  longitude  242°  35''.  The  landing  on  the 
beach  in  the  cove  feemed  to  be  good ;  .and  had 
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it  not  been  for  the  very  favorable  gale  with  which 
we  were  now  indulged,  I  fliould  have  been 
tempted  to  have  paffed  a  few  hours  at  this  very 
enchanting  place.  ^ 

The  obferved  latitude,  at  noon,  was  33^  23^ 
longitude  242®  41^  The  eafternmoft  land  in 
fight  bore  by  compafs  S.  70  E. ;  the  neareft  fliore 
N.  ]  2  E.,  diftant  three  miles ;  the  miffion  of  St. 
Juan  Capiftrano  N.  40  W. ;  and  the  wefternmoft 
land  in  fight  N.  49  W.  From  the  cove  of  this 

1 

miffion  the  coaft  takes  firft  a  direction  S.  45  E., 
7  leagues,  and  then  S.  lO  E.,  20  miles,  to  a  point 
in  latitude  32®  51^  longitude  242'^  5(y,  forming 
the  north  point  of  the  bay  in  which  is  fituated 
Puerto  Falfo  ;  the  fhores  between  this  point  and 
the  above  cove  are  in  general  ftraight,  and  in- 
tirely  compafl.  The  face  of  the  country  here 
aflumed  a  more  uniform  appearance,  and  rofc 
from  the  fea  coaft,  which  chiefly  confifted  of 
fandy  beaches  or  low  cliffs,  with  a  gradual  af- 
cent.  It  was  broken  into  fome  chafms  and  val- 
lies,  where  a  few  fmall  trees  and  llirubs  in  two 
or  three  places  were  feen  to  vegetate. 

We  plied  as  ufual  during  the  night  with  a 
light  breeze  from  the  E.  S.  E.,  having  in  and 
about  the  bay  foundings  from  65  to  23  fathoms, 
mud  and  fandy  bottom.  The  land  wind  blew  a 
moderate  breeze  on  the  morning  of  Wednefday 
the  27  th,  with  which  weftood  to  thefouthward 

along 
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along  fhore  ;  but  the'  weather  was  fo  exceffively 
.hazy  as  to  prevent  our  feeing  about  us  until  after 
eight  o’clock,  when  we  difcovered  ourfelves  to  be 
near  the  fouth-weft  point  of  entrance  into  port 
St.  Diego,  called  by  the  Spaniards  Ponta  de  la 
Doma,  bearing  by  compafs  S.  5  7  E.  diftant  three 
or  four  miles  ;  the  northernmoft  of  fome  fmall 
iflands,  named  by  the  Spaniards  the  Coronados, 
S.  15  E.  and  the  Lagoon,  that  is  to  lay,  Puerto 
Falfo,  N.  N.  E.  four  miles  diftant.  Point  Loma 
is  the  fouthern  extremity  of  a  remarkable  range 
of  elevated  land,  that  commences  from  the  fouth 
fide  of  Puerto  Falfo,  and  at  a  diftance  has  the 
appearance  of  being  infular,  which  effedl  is  pro¬ 
duced  by  the  low  country  that  connedls  it  with 
the  other  mountains.  The  top  of  this  tra<5l  of 
land  feems  to  terminate  in  a  ridge,  fo  perfect  and 
uniformly  fliarp,  as  apparently  to  render  walking 
-  very  inconvenient.  The  faft,  however,  is  not  fo  ; 
but  when  viewed  from  lea,  it  has  that  lingular 
appearance.  ^  It  defeends  in  very  fteep  rocky 
cliffs  to  the  water  fide,  from  whence  a  bed  of 
growing  weeds  extends  into  the  ocean,  half  a 
league,  or  two  miles. 

The  land  wind  died  away  as  noon  approached, 
and  was  fucceeded  by  a  gentle  breeze  from  the 
N.  W.  vvith  which  we  fteered  towards  point 
Loma,  through  a  continuation  .of  the  bed  of 
weeds,  extending  in  a  fouth-wefterly  dlredion 
•  ,  A  a  3  from 
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from  that  point,  whence  lie  fome  breakers  at  the 
diftance  of  a  mile.  Our  foundings  on  firft.  en¬ 
tering  the  weeds  were  20  fathoms ;  this  depth 
gradually,  though  not  very  regularly,  decreafed 
to  fix  fathoms  as  we  pafled  within  about  a 
mile  of  the  fouthern  part  of  the  breakers ;  then 
deepened  again  to  nine  fathoms,  and  fo  conti*r 
^nued  until  we  entered  the  channel  leading  into 
port  St.  Diego,  acrofs  which  is  a  bar.  T^is  we 
pafled  in  three  fathoms  and  a  half  water,  and, 
favored  with  the  affiftance  of  the  flood  tide, 
we  turned  into  the  port ;  where,  about  two  in 
the  afternoon,  we  anchored  in  ten  fathoms  water, 
fine  fandy  bottom,  at  the  ufual  place  of  anchor¬ 
age  in  the  harbour.  Point  de  la  Loma,  in  a  line 
with  the  fouth-eafternmoft  of  the  Coronados, 
bore  by  compafi  S.  8  E. ;  ponta  de  Gulranos,  a 
low  fpit  of  land,  projedling  from  the  high  flieep 
cliffs  wdthin  the  former,  and  which,  properly 
fpeaking,  conftitutes  the  w^eft  point  of  entrance 
into  the  port,  S.  18  E.;  the  eafi:  point  of  en¬ 
trance,  which  is,  alfo  very  low,  but  not  a  fpit  of 
land,  bore  S.  30  E. ;  the  former  diftant  about  a 
mile,  the  latter  about  three  fourths  of  that  dif¬ 
tance,  The  Prefidio  of  St.  Diego  bore  N.  21 
E.  diftant  three  miles,  and  a  half,  and  the  neareft 
Ihore  north-weft,  within  a  quarter  of  a  mile  of 
our  anchorage. 

Having  taken  this  ftation  without  having  foen. 
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or  been  vifited  by,  any  of  his  Catholic  Majefty’s 
fubjed:s,  I  difpatched  Lieutenant  Swaine  imme¬ 
diately  up  the  harbour  to  ,the  Prefidlo,  in  order 
to  inform  the  commanding  officer  of  our  arrival; 
and  to  Inquire  if  any  difpatches  for  me  had  been 
entrufted  to  his  care,  or  if  he  knew  of  any  that 
had  paifed  this  ftation  on  their  way  to  Monterrey; 
as  St.  Diego  is  Invariably  the  flopping  place  of 
the  pofl  paffing  from  New  Spain  to  their  north¬ 
ern  eftabliffiments  on  this  coaft.  Mr.  Swaine 
was  iikewlfe  diredled  to  inquire,  whether  the  of¬ 
ficer  fo  commanding  would  do  me  the  favor  of 
forwarding  fuch  difpatches  as  I  might  find  necef- 
fary  to  tranfmit  to  England. 

During  the  abflnce  of  Mr.  Swaine  I  received 
a  very  polite’  letter  from  Sen^  Antonio  Grajero, 
a  lieutenant  in  the  Spanllh  cavalry,  and  com¬ 
mandant  of  this  port  and  cftablliliraent,  requefl- 
ing  to  be  informed  of  the  bufinefs  that  had  brought 
our  little  fquadron  within  the  limits  of  his  com¬ 
mand. 

Mr.  Swaine  returned  foon  afterwards,  and  ac¬ 
quainted  me  that  he  had  been  received  with 
marks  of  great  politenefs  and  hofpitality  by  the 
commanding  officer,  who  informed  him,  that  he 
had  neither  feen  nor  heard  of  any  letters  or  other 
difpatches  addrefled  to  me ;  but  that  he  would 
with  great  pleafure  take  charge  of,  and  forw^ard 
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to  Europe,  any  thing  of  that  nature  which  I 
might  have  occafion  to  tranfmit.  He  very  oblig¬ 
ingly  affured  Mr.  Swaine,  that  fuch  refrelhments 
as  the  country  afforded  w^ere  perfectly  at  our 
command,  and  that  it  would  be  his  ftudy  to  fliew 
us  every  civility  within  the  line  prefcribed  by  the 
orders  under  which  he  adled ;  but  was  forry  to 
obferve,  that  thefe  would  reduce  his  power  of 
rendering  us  fervice,  much  within  the  limits  of 
his  inclination. 

So  polite  and  friendly  a  reception  could  not 
fall  being  extremely  acceptable,  and  after  making 
a  fatlsfadiory  reply  to  the  letter  I  had  received 
from  Sen’'  Grajero,  I  intimated  my  intention  of 
paying  him  my  refpeds  on  the  following  morn¬ 
ing. 

This  vlfit  accordingly  took  place,  accompanied 
by  Lieutenants  Puget  and  Hanfon.  On  landing 
we  found  horfes  in  waiting  for  us,  on  which  we 
rode  up  to  the  Prefxdio,  where  we  were  received 
with  that  polltenefs  and  hofpitality  we  had  rea- 
fon  to  exped:  from  the  liberal  behaviour  of  the 
commandant  on  the  preceding  evening.  His 
friendly  offers  were  immediately  renewed,  and 
were  accompanied  by  fimilar  affurances  of  affift- 
ance  from  Sen’’  Don  Jofe  Zuniga,  the  former 
commandant,  who  had  recently  been  promoted 
to  the  rank  of  captain  of  infantry,  and  appointed 


1793.]  ROUND  THE  WORLD.  36l 

to  the  charge  of  an  important  poll  on  the  oppo- 
fite  fide  of  the  gulph  of  California,  for  which 
place  he  was  then  preparing  to  depart. 

Thefe  gentlemen  informed  us,  that  having 
been  given  to  underftand  it  was  my  intention  to 
vifit  this  port  they  had  long  expcfted  us,  and 
that  about  four  days  before,  on  being  informed 
of  the  probability  of  our  arrival,  they  had,  to 
their  great  mortification,  received  at  the  fame 
time  from  Sen’'  Arrillaga  fuch  a  lift  of  refoidlions 
as  would  inevitably  deprive  both  parties  of  that 
fatisfadlion  that  could  not  otherways  have  failed 
to  render  our  ftay  here  very  pleafant.  Thefe  or¬ 
ders  prohibited  our  tranfadling  any  bufinefs  on 
Ihore,  excepting  that  of  procuring  wood  and 
water ;  particularly  directed  that  the  ftore-fhlp 
fliould  not  be  unladen  at  St.  Diego  ;  and  expref- 
fed,  that  when  the  above  fupplies  were  furniflied, 
w^hich  was  to  be  done  with  all  polTible  expedition, 
it  was  expected  that  we  fhoxild  immediately  de¬ 
part.  We  w'ere  alfo  prohibited  from  taking  on 
board  any  live  cattle  or  fheep,  with  many  other 
fevere  and  Inhofpitable  injunctions. 

Notwfithftanding  thefe  very  ungenerous  direc¬ 
tions,  our  friends  here  defined  that  I  would  not 
abftain  from  demanding  fuch  rcfrcfhments  as  the 
country  afforded ;  as  their  fcrvices  lliould  be  at 
our  command  in  every  refpedt,  and  on  all  occa- 
fions,  where  they  could  poffibly  exert  themfelves^ 

and 
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and  appear  to  keep  v>^ithin  the  limits  of  the  orders 
by  vvhich^  although  contrary  to  their  own  incli¬ 
nations,  they  were  now  compelled  to  govern  their 


condu(?l;. 

The  charts  of  our  fummer’s  furvey  we  had  no 
opportunity  of  copying  w^hilft  at  fea,  with  a  fuf^ 
ficicnt  degree  of  accuracy ;  this  bufinefs,  there¬ 
fore,  fully  occupied  our  time  until  Friday  the  5th 
of  December,  without  any  circumftance  occur¬ 
ring  in  this  Interval  Vvorthy  of  recording.  When 
thefe  were  completed,  I  confided  them,' together 
with  due  information  of  the  progrefs  of  our  voyage 
up  to  this  period  to  the  care  of  Sen"'  Don  Anto¬ 
nio  Grajero,  contained  In  two  packets  addreffed 
to  the  Secretary  of  the  Admiralty;  as  alfo  a 
packet  for  Sen^  Quadra,  at  St.  Bias,  containing, 
agreeably  to  my  promife,  a  copy  of  our  difcoveries 
during  the  lafl;  feafon,  for  the  fervice  and  infor¬ 
mation  of  his  Catholic  Majefty.  Thefe  the  com¬ 
mandant  very  obligingly  took  care  of,  and  gave 
me  every  afiurance  that  they  fhould  be  forwarded 
with  the  greateil  punctuality  and  difpatch. 

The  w  ind  coming  from  the  fouth  prevented 
our  failing  on  Saturday  the  7th,  as  1  intended ; 

r 

but  1  did  not  regret  the  detention,  as  it  afforded 
us  the  pleafure  ot  a  vifit  from  our  very  highly 
cftccmed  and  venerable  friend  the  Father  prefi- 
dent  of  the  miffionarles  of  the  Francifean  order 
in  tills  country,  w  ho  was  then  on  a  vlfitation  Xo 

the 
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the  leveral  mlffions  between  St.  Francifco  and 
this  portj  where  he  had  arrived  the  preceding 
evening  from  St.  Jvian  Capiilrano.  He  expreffed 
much  concern  that  our  departure  was  fo  near  at 
hand;,  fince  the  great  fertility  of  St.  Juan’s  would 
have  enabled  him  to  add  abundantly  to  our  ftock 
of  refrefhmcnts.  Although  I  was  not  lefs  thank¬ 
ful  for  thefe  offices  of  kindnefs  than  convinced 
of  the  fmcerity  with  which  they  were  made,  yet 
I  was  under  the  neceffity  of  declining  them,  hav¬ 
ing  now  determined  to  embrace  the  earliefl:  op¬ 
portunity  of  proceeding  on  our  furvey. 

I  had  great  difficulty  to  prevail  on  the  father 
prefident  to  defift  from  fending  to  St.  Juan’s  for 
the  fupplies  he  had  propofed,  as  in  all  probability 
we  lliould  have  failed  before  thev  could  have 
arrived  from  thence. 

The  enjoyment  of  the  fociety  of  this  worthy 
character  was  of  ffiort  duration ;  it  however  af¬ 
forded  me  the  fatisfaftion  of  pQrfonally  acknow¬ 
ledging  the  obligations  we  were  under  for  the 
friendly  fervices  that  had  been  conferred  upon  us, 
by  the  miffionarics  under  his  immediate  direftion 
and  government ;  being  perfedlly  affiircd,  that 
however  well  ,  difpofed  the  feveral  individuals 
miffht  have  been  to  have  fhewn  us  the  kind  at- 

o 

tention  we  had  received,  the  cordial  interefr  with 
which  the  father  prefident  had,  on  all  occafions, 
fo  warmly  efpoufed  our  intcrefts,  muft  have  been 
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of  no  fmall  importance  to  our  comfort.  This 
confideration,  in  addition  to  the  efteem  1  had 
conceived  for  his  charafter,  induced  me  to  folicit 
his  acceptance  of  a  handfome  barrelled  organ, 
which,  notwithftanding  the  viciffitudes  of  cli¬ 
mate,  was  ftill  in  complete  order  and  repair.  This 
was  received  with  great  pleafure,  and  abundant 
thanks,  arid  was  to  be  appropriated  to  the  ufe 
and  ornament  of  the  new  church  at  the  prefi- 
dency  of  the  miffions  at  St.  Carlos. 

A  continuation  of  foutherly  winds  caufed  us 
to  be  detained,  contrary  to  my  expectations,  until 
Monday  the  Qth,  when  we  quitted  the  port  of 
St.  Diego.  I  felt  myfelf  greatly  indebted  for  the 
hofpitable  attentions  fhewn  us  by  our  friends  at 
the  miffion,  as  well  as  by  thofe  at  the  Prefidio 
of  St.  Diego,  for  which,  after  making  the  moft 
grateful  acknowledgments  I  could  exprefs,  I  re- 
quefted  they  would  accept  a  few  ufeful  and  ne- 
•cefTary  articles  that  they  were  not  likely  to  pro¬ 
cure  through  any  other  channel ;  and  I  had  thq 
gratification  of  feeing  they  were  thankfully  re¬ 
ceived. 

Although  we  did  not  make  any  furvey  of  the 
port  of  St.  Diego,  it  may  not  be  improper  to 
ftate  a  few  particulars  relative  to  it,  that  came 
under  our  obfervation  during  the  time  we  were 
there  ftationary.  The  miffion  of  St.  Diego  is 
not  within  fight  of  the  fea,  nor  of  the  port ;  it  is 
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fituated  In  a  valley  within  the  view  of,  and  about 
two  miles  diftant  from,  the  Prefidio  to  the  north- 
eafl: ;  which  was  the  only  building  feen  from  our 
anchorage. 

The  fharp  ridge  of  land,  mentioned  on  the 
27th  of  the  preceding  month,  is  connected  with  . 
the  other  mountains  by  an  Ifthmus,  or  trad:  of 
very  low  land, which  in  the  rainy  feafon  is  flooded^ 
and  at  high  fpring  tides  makes  the  fharp  land> 
forming  the  weft  and  north-weft  fide  of  the  port^ 
an  ifland.  The  Prefidio  is  on  the  continental 
fide  of  this  low  fandy  Ifthmus.  The  peninfula 
bears  a  very  different  appearance  when  feen  from 
the  port,  from  that  before  deferibed  as  obferved 
from  the  ocean.  It  delcends  with  an  uneven 
furface,  and  fome  bufhes  grow  on  it,  but  no  trees 
of  aJarge  fize. 

From  the  Prefidio,  fouth-eaftward,  the  eaftern 
fide  of  the  port  is  bounded  by  high  land  as  far 
as  its  head,  from  whence  a  narrow  trad  of 
low  land,  projeds,  covered  with  buflies,  and 
forming  the  inner  or  upper  harbour  of  the  port ; 
its  north-weft  extremity  was  the  eaftern  fliore 
under  which  we  anchored,  and  to  which  ftation 
we  had  been  principally  direded  by  a  plan  of  the 
port  publiflied  by  Mr.  Dalrymple  in  the  year 
]  782.  This  plan  in  point  of  corrednefs  is  juftly 
intitled  to  much  pralfe,  but  was  yet  capable,  as 
far  as  came  under  my  obfervation,  of  the  follow- 
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ing  little  improvements.  The  fcale  reprefenting 
five  nautical  miles  fhould  only  fubtend  three  miles 
and  a  half;  the  fhoals  of  Barros  de  Zooniga,  though 
•well  placed,  inftead  of  being  two  diftindt  fhoals, 
ought  to  have  been  one  intire  flioal,  ftretching 
fomething  further  to  the  N.  W.  and  S.  E.  than  is 
therein  reprefented  ;  and  the  foundings  between 
Barros  de  Zooniga  and  the  land  of  ponta  de  la 
Loma  (which  is  omitted)  are  in  no  part,  from  the 
fouth  extremity  of  the.  former  directly  acrofs  to 
the  latter,  more  than  four  fathoms  at  high  water, 
and  from  a  narrow  bar  from  the  fhore  to  the 

I 

fhoal,  gradually  deepening  as  well  on  the  infide  as 
on  the  outfide  of  the  bar,  with  a  regular  increafe 
in  mid“channel,  from  five  clofe  to  the  fhore,  to 
ten  fathoms  between  the  two  low  points  that 
form  the  entrance  of  the  port.  This  channel  be¬ 
tween  the  point  de  la  Loma  and  "the  flioal  is  the 
only  navigable  pafTage  for  fhipping ;  that  to  the 
north- eaftward  of  the  flioal  does  not  anywhere  ex¬ 
ceed  halfa  mile  in  width,  which,  with  its  fliallow" 
depth  of  water,  renders  it  ineligible  excepting  for 
boats,  or  veffels  of  very  fmall  draught.  The  port 
however  affords  excellent  anchorage,  and  is  ca¬ 
pable  of  containing  a  great  number  of  veffels  ;  but 
the  difficulty ,  nayalmoft  impoffibility ,  ol  procuring 
wood  and  water  under  its  prefent  circumfiances, 
reduces  its  value  as  a  port  of  accommodation. 

At  the  diftance  of  about  eight  leagues,  fome- 

where 
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to 

where  about  N.  55  W.  or  N,  Go  W.,  from  point 
de  la  Loma^  by  a  very  uncertain  eftimation,  is 
fituated  an  iiland  called  St.  John’s ;  between 
which  and  the  coaft  we  paffed  without  feeing  it, 
nor  did  we  obferve  it  whllft  we  remained  at  an¬ 
chor  ;  excepting  on  one  very  clear  evening,  when 
it  was  feen  from  the  Prehdio,  at  a  time  when  I 
was  unprovided  with  a  compafs,  or  any  other 
means  of  afeertaining  its  diredlion,  and  was  there¬ 
fore  only  able  to  guefs  at  its  fituation.  It  ap¬ 
peared  to  be  low  and  flat,  is  but  feldom  feen  from 
the  Prefidio  of  St.  Diego,  and  was  undifeovered 
until  feen  by  Martinez  a  few  years  before  in  one 
of  hisvexcurflons  along  this  coaft. 

The  Coronados  already  mentioned  confift-  of 
two  iflets  and  three  rocks,  fituated  in  a  fouth 
direeftion,  four  or  five  leagues  from  point  de  la 
Loma,  occupying  the  fpace  of  five  miles,  and 
lying  N.  35  W.  and  S.  35  E.  from  each  other. 
The  fouthernmoft,  which,  in  point  of  magnitude, 
is  equal  to  all  the  reft  colledtively  taken,  is  about 
a  mile  broad  and  two  miles  Iona;,  and  is  a  2:ood 
mark  to  point  out  the  port  of  St.  Diego,  which 
however  is  other wufe  fufiiclently  confpicuous  not 
eafily  to  be  miftaken. 

I.  IhalL conclude  our  tranfaflions  at  St.  Diego, 
by  ftating  fuch^aftronomical  and  nautical  obfer- 
vations  as,  were  made  there,  with  thofe  that  bad 
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been  made  previoufly  to  our  arrival  and  after  our 


departure  from  that  port,  for  the  purpofe  of  af- 
certalning  the  rates  and  corredling  the  errors  of 
our  chronometers ;  which,  notwithftandlng  the 
reftri Clive  orders  that  had  been  received  at  St^ 
Diego,  I  had  been  enabled  to  accomplifh  to  the 
utmofl  of  my  defires  and  expedlations. 

AJironomical  and  Nautical  Oh  few  at  ions. 

On  the  28th  of  November  Ken- 
dalfs  chronometer,  according  to 
the  laft  rate,  fliewed  the  longitude 
to  be  243°  22M5^^ 

Arnold’s  No.  14,  ditto  ditto  243  7  15 

Ditto  1 7 0,  ditto  ditto  244  5  30 

Dongitude,  by  45  fets  of  lunar  dif- 
tances,  taken  before  our  arrival, 
and  reduced  to  St.  Diego  by  Ar¬ 
nold’s  No.  14,  243  23  52 

I^ongl tilde,  by  5g  fets  of  ditto,  taken 

in  the  harbour  24  3  8  13 

Longitude,  by  102  fets  of  ditto, 

taken  after  our  departure,  and  re¬ 
duced  back  to  St.  Diego  by  Ar¬ 


nold’s  No.  14 


242  58  28 


The  mean  of  the  wdiole,  collective 
taken 


243  6  45 

Out 


I 
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Out  of  the  above  2o6  fets,  38  w^ere 

made  by  myfelf ;  mean  243°  1 1'  10^' 

Thirty  by  Mr.  Baker,  ditto  242  5  3  8 

Seventy- one  by  Mr.  Whidbey,  ditto  243  7  52 

Sixty-feven  by  Mr.  Orchard;,  ditto  243  0  8 


Latitude  of  port  St.  Diego,  by  1 1 
meridional  altitudes  of  the  fun 
(viz.) 5  with  the  artificial  horizon, 
and  6  with  the  natural,  reduced 
to  the  place  of  obfervation 
Allowing  the  true  longitude  of 
port  St.  Diego  to  be  243°  &  45^^, 
Kendall’s  chronometer  was,  on 
the  gth  of  December,  at  noon, 
faft  of  mean  time  at  Greenwich  3^ 
Aitd  gaining  per  day 
Arnold’s  No.  14,  ditto  ditto  3 
And  gaining  per  day 
Idem  No.  17^^  ditto  ditto  0 

And  gaining  per  day 


34  42  30 


1 3'  5" 

20 
1  39 
21  38'''''' 
49  20 
30  27 


Variation,  by  2  compalTes  and  0  fets 
of  obfervations,  diftering  from  8° 

28'  to  14°  54',  the  mean  ]  1  eafterly 
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The  vertical  inclination  of  the  magnetic  needle^ 
Marked  end,  North  Face  Eaft,  59^  23' 

Ditto  ditto  Weft,  59  38 

Ditto  South  Face  Eaft,  58  32 

Ditto  ditto  Weft,  59  45 


Mean  inclination  of  the  marine  dipping 

needle,  59  13 

The  tides  w^ere  found  to  run  in  general  about 
two  knots,  though  fafter  at  fpring  tides,  fix  hours 
each  way.  High  water  nine  hours  after  the 
moon  pafles  the  meridian. 

The  fituations  of  the  different  parts  of  the 
coaft,  from  Monterrey,  are  corredled,  and  laid 
down,  from  the  refult  of  the  above  obfervations. 
The  rates  and  errors  of  the  chronometers  having 
been  afcertained  by  obfervations  made  with  the 
artificial  horizon  at  St.  Diego. 


CHAPTER 
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CHAPTER  IX. 

Proceed  to  the  Southward — T>efcrtptton  of  the  Coaft 
Some  Account  of  Port  Bodega — Brief  Account  of 
the  Spanfh  Settlements  in  New  Albion. 

Having  quitted  St.  Dieg0>  we  were  foon 
affifted  by  a  pleafant  breeze  from  the  N.  W . 
with  which  our  courfe  was  dlrefted  along  the 
coaft,  paffing  by  the  narrow  trad:  of  land  that 
forms  the  inner  harbour  of  that  port,  and  divides 
it  from  an  open  bay  on  the  external  coaft,  between 
point  de  la  Loma,  and  a  high  blulF  point  lying 
from  it  55  E.,  about  twelve  miles  diftant.  We 
pafted  between  this  bluft*  point  and  the  Corona¬ 
dos,  the  latter  lying  about  feven  miles  from  the 
former,  from  whence  the  continent  took  a  direc¬ 
tion  S.  18  E.,  fix  leagues.  The  fliores  are  com- 
pofed  of  fteep  rocky  cliffs,  which  in  general  rife, 
though  not  very  abruptly,  to  a  very  hilly  country, 
remarkable  for  three  confpicuous  mountains,  in- 
tirely  detached  from  each  other ;  rlfing  in  quick 
afccnt  at  a  little  dlftance  from  the  fliore,  on  nearly 
a  plain  and  even  furface.  The  northernmoft  of 
thefe  prefcnted  the  appearance  of  a  table,  in  all 
diredions  from  the  ocean.  The  middle  one  ter- 
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mlnated  In  a  (harp  peak,  and  the  fouthernmoft 
in  an  irregular  form.  The  centre  one  of  thefe 
remarkable  mountains  lies  from  port  St.  Diego 
S.  35  E.,  diftant  nine  leagues,  and  at  a  difcance 
may  ferve  to  point  out  that  port.  Not  far  from 
thefe  eminences  is  fituated,  as  I  was  informed, 
the  miffion  of  St.  Miguel,  eftabliflied  in  the  year 
1787  ;  but  it  was  not  feen,  owing  probably  to 
the  approach  of  night.  This  was  pafled  as  ufua! 
in  ftanding  to  and  fro,  though  unattended  with 
that  ferenity  that  we  had  lately  been  accuftomed 
to  ;  for  the  wind  at  N.  E.  and  eaft  blew  a  ftrong 
gale,  attended  by  very  heavy  fqualls,  that  made 
it  difficult  to  prcferve  our  ftation  near  the  coaft  ; 
wdiich  on  the  following  morning,  Tuefday  the 
loth,  w^as  about  two  Ipgues  from  us,  confifting 
of  high  fteep  rocky  cliffs  riling  abruptly  from  the 
fea,  and  compofmg  a  craggy  mountainous  coun-* 
try.  The  dirediion  of  the  fhores  was  S.  32  E, 
tov/ards  a  confpicuous  bay ;  this  wx  were  pre~ 
vented  from  entering  by  the  wdnd  blov/ing  nearly 
in  a  direction  from  it,  and  vrhich  by  eight  in  the 
morning  obliged  us  to  clofe-reef  the  fore  and 
main-topfails,  and  hand  the  niizen-topfail ;  the 
tw^o  topfails  in  the  courfe  of  the  next  hour  were 
both  fpiit  and  torn  to  pieces,  but  by  the  time 
they  were  replaced  the  gale  had  greatly  abated ; 
yet  it  continued  adverfe  to  our  entering  the  bay. 
This  1  much  regretted,  as  I  wiilied  to  have  given 
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It  a  more  minute  examination,  becaufe  it  had 
every  appearance  of  aftbrding  fhelter,  and  to¬ 
wards  its  upper  part  of  proving  a  good  harbour. 

During  the  forenoon  immcnfe  columns  of 
fmoke  were  feen  to  arife  from  the  Ihore  in  diffe¬ 
rent  parts,  but  principally  from  the  fouth-eaft  or 
upper  part  of  the  bay,  which  towards  noon  ob- 
fcured  its  fhores  in  that  direction.  Thefe  clouds 
of  fmoke,  containing  allies  and  dull,  foon  enve¬ 
loped  the  whole  coaft  to  that  degree,  that  the 
only  vifible  part  was  the  fouth  point  of  the  above- 
mentioned  bay,  bearing  by  compafs  N.  42  E., 
about  four  miles  from  us ;  the  obferved  latitude 
at  this  time  was  40^  longitude  243° 

The  eafterly  wind  ftill  prevailing,  brought  with 
it  from  the  lliore  vaft  volumes  of  this  noxious 
matter,  not  only  very  uncomfortable  to  our  feel¬ 
ings,  but  adverfe  to  our  purfuit,  as  it  Intirely  hid 
from  our  view  every  object  at  the  diftance  of  an 
•hundred  yards.  On  this  account  I  fliortened 
fail,  In  order  to  w^ait  a  rnore  favorable  opportunity 
for  continuing  our  examination. 

O  , 


This  bay,  being  the  firft  opening  on  the  coaft 
to  the  fouth  of  St.  Diego,  is  undoubtedly  that 
diftlnguifhed  by  the  Spaniards  by  the  name  of 
Todos  Santos  ;  though  we  found  a  manifeft  dif¬ 
ference  in. its  pofitiGn  from  that  affigned  to  it  in 
the  Spanifli  charts.  That  of  Sen'  Quadra  places 
its  fouth  point,  called  by  me  Point  Grajkro, 
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in  latitude  32^  17^  the  printed  chart  in  32®  2^^; 
both  charts  correctly  notice  the  rocky  iflets  and 
rocks^  that  extend  from  it  N.  50  W.,  about  a 
league  diftant,  give  to  point  Grajei^o  a  fharp  turn 
to  the  fouth-eaft;,  and  in  other  refpects  reprefent 
the  bay  much  as  it  appeared  to  us  ^  the  former 
more  particularly  fo  ;  yet  by  our  obfervations, 
which  were  extremely  good  and  to  be  confided 
in,  point  Grajero  was  found  to  be  fituated  in  la¬ 
titude  31°  43'',  longitude  243°  34^.  I  was  in¬ 
formed,  that  in  the  neighbourhood  of  this  bay 
the  miffion  of  St.  Thomas,  eftablifhed  in  the 
year  1 790,  is  fituated.  This  had  alfo  efcaped 
our  notice,  in  confequence  mofl’  likely  of  the 
denfity  of  the  atmofphere,  which  obfcured  thele 
regions  until  four  o’clock  in  the  afternoon,  when 
the  eafiierly  wind  died  away,  and  w^as  fucceeded 
by  a  light  breeze  from  the  fouthward,  which  dif- 
perfed  the  fmoke,  and  difcovered  to  us  that  we 
were  fome  miles  to  the  Ibuth  of  the  bay.  The 
night  was  fpent  as  ufual,  and  the  next  morning, 
Wednefday  the  10th,  we  palled  a  duller  of  de¬ 
tached  rocks  lying  about  half  a  league  from  a 
fmall  projecting  point,  that  forms  a  bay  or  cove 
on  either  fide  of  it ;  but  thcfe  being  Hill  obfcured 
with  the  fmoke,  their  extent  could  not  be  afcer- 
tained.  Thefe  rocks  lie  from  point  Grajero,  S. 
3  2  E.,  diftant  about  three  leagues.  At  noon  the 
obferved  latitude  was  27',  the  longitude  243o 

4ft. 
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41^  At  this  time  the  clufter  of  rocks  bore  by 
compafs  N.  34  W.,  the  ncareft  fhore  N.  30  E., 
diftant  about  three  miles  ;  the  fouthernmoft  land 
in  fight  S.  00  E.,  and  point  Grajcro,  N.  W., 
at  the  diftance  of  fixteen  miles. 

Two  opinions  had  arifen  as  to  the  caufe  of  the 
very  difagreeable  clouds  of  fmoke,  afhes,  and  duft, 
in  which  we  had  been  involved  the  preceeding 
day.  Volcanic  eruptions  was  naturally  the  firft 
conje6lure ;  but  after  fome  little  time,  the  opi¬ 
nion  changed  to  the  fire  being  fuperficial  in  dif¬ 
ferent  parts  of  the  country;  and  which,  by  the 
prevalence  and  ftrength  of  the  north-eaft  and 
eafterly  wind,  fpread  to  a  very  great  extent.  The 
latter  opinion  this  morning  evidently  appeared  to 
be  correct.  Large  columns  of  finoke  were  flill 
feen  rifing  from  the  vallies  behind  the  hills,  and 
extending  to  the  northward  along  the  coaft  ;  this 
feemed  the  line  of  diredlion  wdiich  the  fire  took, 
excluding  the  country  from  -our  view  to  the 
north  of  Todos  Santos.  To  the  fouth  of  us  the 
fhores  exhibited  manifcft  proofs  of  its  fatal  ef- 
fedls,  for  burnt  tufts  of  grafs,  weeds,  and  flirubs, 
being  the  only  vegetable  produdtions,  were  dif- 
tinguiflied  over  the  whole  face  of  the  country, 
as  far  as  with  the  afiiftance  of  our  glafTes  we  were 
enabled  to  difeern ;  and  in  many  places,  at  a 
great  diftance,  the  rifing  columns  of  fmoke  fhew- 
ed  that  the  fire  was  not  yet  extinguifhed.  Under 
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thefe  circumftances,  it  cannot  be  matter  of  fur^ 
prize  that  the  country  fliould  piefent  a  defolate 
and  melancholy  appearance.  The  fmaller  por¬ 
tions  of  frnoke  which  rofe  in  various  places  di- 
re61:ed  our  glaffes  in  queft  of  inhabitants,  but 
neither  thefe  nor  any  habitations,  were  feen 
within  the  limits  of  our  examination. 

Light  winds  and  lorig  nights  rendered  our  pror 
grefs  fo  flow,  that  by  the  evening  our  refearches 
had  not  extended  more  than  eight  leagues  along 
the  coaft  from  Todos  Santos,  where  we  gained 
foundings  in  30  fathoms  water,  about  two  miles 
from  the  Hiore  ;  this  from  point  Grajero  takes  a 
diredlion  S.  35  E.?  and  excepting  the  coves  be¬ 
fore  mentioned,  is  nearly  ftraight  and  perfedlly 
compad;.  In  this  fituation  we  noticed  a  confpi- 
cuous  projeding  point  of  land,  very  moderately 
elevated,  ftretching  to  the  fouth- weft  ward  into 
the  ocean,  terminating  in  low  iteep  cliffs,  and 
riftng  with  a  very  gradual  afeent  to  the  interior 
country,  wdaich  is  mountainous.  Somewdiere  in 
the  vicinage  of  this  point,  as  I  was  informed, 

t 

either  the  miilion  of  S'^^ViriCenta,  or  that  of  St. 
Thomas,  had  been  fettled  in  the  year  G/b,  but 
we  fav\^  no  appearance  of  any  buildings,  nor  of 


land  under  cultivation. 

During  the  firftpart  of  the  night,  which  paffed 
as  before,  the  wind  blew  ftrong  from  the  E.  N. 
E. ;  this,  though  not  fo  violent  as  we  had  expe¬ 
rienced 
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rlenced  before  from  that  quarter,  nor  attended 
lA'lth  any  fmoke,  was  neverthelefs  very  uncom- 
fortJible,  by  cauiing  a  dry  parching  heat,  not  only 
on  the  hands  and  face  expofed  to  its  immediate 
influence,  but  alfb,  though  in  a  lefs  degree,  over 
the  whole  body.  This  E.  N.  E.  breeze  died 
away  about  midnight,  and  was  fucceeded  by  light 
airs  from  the  S.  E, ;  againft  thefe  we  plied,  and 
by  our  obfervatlon  at  noon  on  the  following  day, 
Thurfday  the  ]2th,  we  had  reached  the  latitude 
of  31%  longitude  243®  51^  In  this  fituation  the 
fouthernraoft  land  in  fight  bore  by  compafs  S. 
72  E.,  the  projedling  point,  N.  81  E.,  and  the 
northernmofl:  land  in  fight,  N.  21  W. ;  the 
above  projedting  point  is  fltuated  in  latitude  30® 
5  7^  longitude  244"^  l',  and  notwithftandiiig  it  is 
very  remarkable,  from  its  fhape  and  appearance, 
as  like  wife  by  its  forming  a  bay  on  its  north- weijt, 
and  another  on  its  fouth-eaft  flde,  it  is  not  taken 
any  notice  of  in  the  Spanifli  charts  ;  I  have  there¬ 
fore  called  it  Cape  Colnett,  after  Captain  Col- 
nett  of  the  navy. 

t 

This  promontory  bore  a  very  Angular  character 
as  we  palfcd  ;  the  cliffs  already  dcfcrlbed  as  com- 
pofing  it  are,  about  the  middle  between  their 
fummlt  and  the  water  fide,  divided  horizontally 
nearly  into  two  equal  parts,  and  formed  of  diffe¬ 
rent  materials  ;  the  lov/er  part  feemed  to  confift 
of  fand  or  clay  of  a  very  fmooth  farfacc  and  light 

colour  • 
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colour  ;  the  upper  part  was  evidently  of  a  rocky 
fubftance,  with  a  very  uneven  furface,  and  of  a 
dark  colour  ;  this  feemed  to  be  again  divided 
into  narrow  columns  by  vertical  ftrata.  Thefe 
apparent  diviflons,  as  well  horizontally  as  verti¬ 
cally,  exifted  with  great  uniformity,  all  round  the 
promontory. 

Early  in  the  afternoon  we  dilcovered  to  the 
fouth-eaftward  fomething  like  a  duller  of  illands, 
and  obferved,  that  the  bay  on  the  fouth-eafi:  fide 
of  cape  Colnett  extended  to  the  north-eafi;; 

which,  although  of  no  great  extent,  appeared 

\ 

likely  to  afford  tolerably  good  flielter.  The  wind 
continued  in  the  fouthern  quarter  until  the  even¬ 
ing,  when  it  was  fucceeded  by  light  eafterly 
breezes  from  the  land, which  continued  until  near 
noon  the  next  day,  Friday  the  1  3th  :  we  however 
made  fome  progrefs,  paffing  before  an  extenfive 
bay,  formed  by  cape  Colnett,  and  a  point  of  land 
off'  which  thefe  iflands  appeared  to  lie.  Our  dif- 
tance  of  eight  or  nine  miles  from  thefe  fhores 
wdien  off  the  bay,  was  much  greater  than  I  could 
have  wifhed,  and  w^as  occafioned  by  the  diredlion 
of  the  wind,  which  had  prevented  our  approach¬ 
ing  as  I  had  Intended,  with  the  hope  of  obtaining 
a  view  of  the  miffion  of  El  Rofano  founded  in 
the  year  ]  77O,  not  flir  from  the  fea  fliore,  and 
fomewdiere  in  this  neighbourhood. 

I  was  very  anxious  to  become  acquainted  with 

this 
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this  fettlement,  as  there  feemed  to  be  a  great 
probability  of  our  being  able  to  land  near  it,  and 
to  have  acquired  from  the  Rev.  Fathers  fome 
fubftantial  information  refpecSing  the  Domini¬ 
can  miffionaries,  whofe  eftablifliments  commence 
fouthward  from  St.  Diego,  and  continue  all  the 
way  to  cape  St.  Lucas ;  and  as  we  had  not  hi» 
therto  had  any  intercourfe  with  this  religious 
order,  an  interview  with  them  would  have  been 
cfteemed  a  very  defirable  confideration. 

We  were  vifited  by  one  of  the  natives  in  a 
ftraw  canoe  like  thofe  feen  at  St.  Francifco,  who 
pointed  to  the  appearance  of  a  cove  in  the  ex- 
tenfive  bay  before  mentioned,  and  faid  that  a 
miffion  was  iituated  there ;  though  we  could  not 
difcern  it  with  our  glalTes.  Some  other  queftions 
were  put  to  this  man,  but  on  finding  we  were 
not  Spaniards,  he  became  very  referved,  and, 
after  receiving  fome  beads,  returned  towards  the 
fliore,  diredling  his  courfe  to  the  place  where  he 
had  given  us  to  underfland  the  miffion  was  fitu- 
ated.  But  having  now  paffed  it,  and  it  being 
alfo  to  windward  of  us,  to  have  returned  thither 
would  have  occafioned  a  delay  that  I  could  not 
afford ;  and  on  that  account  I  declined  the  at¬ 
tempt,  in  full  expeftation  of  being  able  to  land 
at  the  miffion  of  St.  Domingo  formed  in  the 
year  1 774,  and  faid  to  be  near  the  coaft  alfo,  at 

the 
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the  diftance  of  14  or  1 6  leagues  fouthward  from 
El  Rofario, 

Our  courfe  was  now  directed  to  the  weftward 
of  all  the  apparent  iflands ;  the  latitude  at  noon 
was  30®  35^  longitude  244°  Qi' ;  in  this  fituation 
the  northernmoft  land  in  fight  bore  by  compafs 
N.  28  W. ;  cape  Colnett  N.  20  W.  ;  the  fouth 
point  of  the  extenfive  bay  named  by  me  Point 
Zuniga,  after  the  former  commandant  at  St. 
Diego,  on  which  ftands  a  remarkable  hummock 
in  latitude  30°  30|^  longitude  244°  l0|^  and 
w^hich  had  been  confidered  to  be  the  northern¬ 
moft  of  the  above  mentioned  iflands,  S.  00  E.  ; 
and  the  outermoft  of  thofe  iflands,  from  S.  50 
E.  to  S.  47  E.  This  laft  was  foon  difeovered  to 
be  the  only  detached  land  of  the  whole  groups 
and  according  to  the  Spaniih  charts'ls  called  Ifle 
de  Cenizas ;  it  is  about  four  miles  in  circuit,  of 
a  triangular  form  ;  its  weftern  fide  is  formed  by 
high  fteep  cliffs,  but  its  north -eaft  and  ibuth- 
eaft  fides  terinmate  in  low  fandy  land,  extending 
towards  the  continent,  with  a  detached  rock 
lying  off  it.  This,  together  with  the  colour  ®f 
the  water  betw^een  it  and  the  main  land,  were 
not  favorable  indications  of  that  pafiage,  which 
is  about  half  a  league  wide,  beir^  navigable  for  . 
fliippTng. 

The  continental  fhore  fouthward  from  point 

Zuniga, 
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Zuniga,  which  had  been  taken  for  iflands,  con- 
lifted  of  five  remarkable  hummocks,  nearly  of 
equal  height  and  fize,  moderately  elevated,  with 
two  fmaller  ones  clofe  to  the  water  fide  ;  the 
whole  riling  from  a  trad:  of  very  low  and  nearly 
level  land,  forming  a  very  projed:mg  promontory; 
this,  like  many  other  places,  not  having  been 
diftinguifhed  by  any  name  in  the  Spanifti  charts, 
I  have  called  Point  Five  Hummocks;  and  it 
is  as  confpicuous  and  remarkable  as  any  projed:- 
ing  land  the  coaft  of  thefe  regions  affords.  The 
Ihores  from  point  Zuniga  take  a  diredion  S.  22 
E.  about  eight  miles,  where,  from  the  fouthern- 
moft  of  thefe  hills,  point  Five  Hummocks  ter- 
minates  in  a  low^  point  of  land,  forming  the  weft 
point  of  a  bay  or  inlet,  that  on  our  iirft  approach 
had  the  appearance  of  being  extenfive  ;  before, 
however,  we  could  obtain  a  complete  view  of  it, 
the  day  clofed  in,  when  the  wind  ceafing,  and 
having  regular  foundings  from  25  to  14  fathoms, 
we  anchored  for  the  night,  in  order  to  obtain 
feme  further  information  of  it  the  next  morning, 
Saturday  the  14th.  Day-light,  however,  prefent- 
ed  nothing  very  remarkable,  or  worthy  of  the 
leaft  delay ;  the  v/hole  w  as  an  open  and  expofed 
bay,  formed  by  the  fea  coaft  retiring  a  little  to 
the  north  and  eaftw^ard  of  point  Five  Hummocks, 
off  w’hich  at  a  little  diftance  are  fome  rocks  and 
breakers.  The  north-weft  part  of  the  bay  had 

an 
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an  appearance  of  affording  tolerable  fhelter  from 
the  weft  and  fbuth-weft  winds,  provided  a  fnf- 
ficient  depth  of  water  fliould  be  found  to  admit 
of  anchoring  near  the  fliore,  which,  from  the 
view  we  had  thus  procured,  feemed  to  be  very 
doubtful. 

At  noon  we  had  advanced  but  a  little  diftance 
from  our  anchorage,  when  the  obferved  latitude 
was  30®  longitude  244®  24^  The  fouthern- 
moft  land  in  fight  now  bore  by  compafs  S.  29  E. ; 
point  Five  Hummocks,  N.  43  W. ;  the  ifland  of 
Cenizas,  N.  4?  W. ;  and  a  point  having  behind 
it  a  remarkable  mount  of  white  barren  fand, 
forming  the  fouth-eaft  point  of  the  bay  juft  men¬ 
tioned,  N.  07  E.  at  the  diftance  of  fix  miles. 
The  wind,  chiefly  from  the  fouthern  quarter,*  was 
light  and  variable,  fo  that  we  made  no  great  pro- 
grefs  along  the  coaft ;  yet  we  advanced  fufli- 
ciently  to  afcertain,  that  the  fouthernmoft  land 
feen  at  noon  wasfituated  in  latitude  2g®  54"',  Ion- 
gitude  244®  33';  that  the  coaft  between  us  and 
that  ftation,  which  by  the  evening  was  four  or 
five  leagues  diftant,  was  compofed  of  nearly  a 
ftraight  fhore,  formed  by  fteep  perpendicular 
cliffs  moderately  elevated ;  and  that  the  interior 
country  was  lefs  mountainous  than  that  which 
vs^e  had  been  accuftomed  to  fee  further  to  the 
northward. 

« 

Having  at  length  reached  the  3oth  degree  of 

north 
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north  latitude,  which  was  the  fouthern  limit  of 
our  intended  furvey  of  the  weftern  coaft  of  North 
America,  and  having  now  accompllflied  the  la¬ 
borious  tafk  of  its  examination  from  hence  north¬ 
ward  to  the  f)0th  degree  of  north  latitude,  it  be¬ 
comes  requifite  to  ftate  fome  of  my  obfervatlons 
made  on  the  Spanlfh  charts  of  that  coaft,  to 
which  I  have  latterly  had  frequent  occafion  to 
refer. 

On  comparing  them  wdth  the  fliores,  efpeclally 
to  the  fouthward  of  Todos  Santos,  little  refem- 
blance  can  be  found  ;  whllft  the  fituation  of  the 
fevcral  prominent  parts  and  important  ftations 
are  rendered  doubtful  by  the  very  great  difagree- 
ment  in  point  of  latitude.  Between  Todos 
Santos,  and  the  bay  off  which  we  anchored  the 
preceding  evening,  (which  bay  according  to  Sem 
Quadra’s  chart  is  the  bay  of  St.  Francifco)  there 
are  in  thofe  charts  two  fpacious  bays,  whereas  we 
found  only  one,  in  which  we  fuppofed  the  mif- 
fion  of  El  Rofario  to  be  fituated  ;  this  I  confidered 
as  the  bay  de  las  Virgenes.  We  did  not  fee  the 
ifle  de  Marios,  nor  the  ifles  de  St,  Geronimo, 
nor  the  fhoal  that  is  laid  down  in  the  printed 
chart  to  the  weftward  of  the  ifland  of  Cenizas. 
Hence  it  might  appear,  on  reference  to  Sen" 
Quadra’s  chart,  that  we  had  been  miftaken  in 
refpe<ft  to  the  identical  part  of  the  coaft  wx  were 
now  abreaft  of ;  that  the  land  we  had  taken  for 

the 
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the  ifland  of  Cenizas,  was  the  ifland  of  Marios, 
and  that  what  we  fuppofed  to  have  been  the  bay 
of  St.  Franclfco,  was  that  of  de  las  Virgenes. 
But  in  this  cafe  the  ides  of  St.  Geronimo,  the 
illand  of  Cenizas,  and  the  bay  of  St.  Francifco, 
would  ftill  be  fomewhere  to  the  ibuthward,  and 
Gonfequently  their  latitude  would  be  yet  more 
irrecoiicileable ;  for  in  Sen"  Quadra’s  chart  the 
ifland  of  Cenizas  is  placed  40',  and  in  the  printed 
charts  52"  further  7iort}i  than  its  real  fituation 
was  found  to  be  ;  and  it  is  alfo  reprefented  to  be 
of  much  greater  extent  than  we  found  it  to  oc¬ 
cupy.  The  weft  point  of  the  bay  of  St.  Francifo, 
(that  is,  point  Five  Flummocks)  which  was  found 
by  us  to  be  in  latitude  30"^  23"',  longitude  244"^ 
20^,  is  placed  by  Sen"  Quadra’s  chart  in  latitude 
31°  and  in  the  other  in  31°  22^  Should 
thefe  places,  therefore,  be  really  ib  much  further 
to  the  fouth,  they  arc  neccflarily  beyond  the  limit 
of  our  furvey,  and  the  error  in  latitude  muft 
have  increafed  beyond  all  calculation  or  proba¬ 
bility. 

For  thefe  reafons  I  have  adopted  my  firft  ideas 
as  to  the  names  of  the  places  in  queftion,  on  a 
prefumption  that  the  apparent  difference  between 
ours  and  the  Spanlfh  furveys,  muft  wholly  be  at¬ 
tributed  to  the  inaccuracy  of  their  charts ;  an 
opinion  I  feel  myfelf  authorized  to  entertain, 
fmee  Sen"  Quadra  warned  me  againft  the  incor- 

rednefs^ 
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re6lnefs  6f  the  manufcript  chart,  as  he  did  not 
know  on  what  authority  the  coaft  fouthward  oi 
Monterrey  had  been  laid  down ;  and  confequently 
could  not  be  anfwerable  for  its  accuracy,  further 
than  of  its  being  a  true  copy  from  one  w^hich 
was  regarded  by  the  Spaniards  as  the  beft  chart 
of  thofe  regions. 

As  we  drew  near  the  fouthern  limits  of  our 
refearches  along  this  coaft,  I  was  in  anxious  ex¬ 
pectation  of  feeing  the  million  of  St.  Domingo, 
which  had  been  ftated  to  be  lituated  in  this 
neighbourhood,  and  which  is  the  fouthernmoft 
Spanifh  fettlement  on,  what  I  have  conlidered  as, 
the  coaft  of  New  Albion,  as  difcovered  and  named 
by  Sir  Francis  Drake ;  or,  as  the  Spaniards  fre¬ 
quently  call  the  fame  country.  New  California. 

The  exterior  Ihores  of  that  part  of  the  conti¬ 
nent  to  the  fouth  of  the  limits  before  mentioned, 
being  thofe  of  the  peninfula  bearing  that  name, 
I  would  gladly  have  undertaken  the  tafk  of  ex¬ 
amining  further,  for  the  purpofe  of  correcfting 
any  other  fuch  geographical  errors,  notwithftand- 
ing  the  very  extraordinary  flow  and  tedious  pro- 
grefs  that  had  attended  our  late  endeavours  ;  had 
we  not  been  fo  much  prelTed  for  time,  in  confe- 
quence  of  the  very  importunate  manner  in  which 
Major  Grofe  had  requefted  the  return  of  the  D^- 
dalus  to  New  South  Wales. 

VoL.  IV.  C  c 
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Exploring  thefe  ftorcs  any  further  would  how¬ 
ever  have  exceeded  the  ftrid:  letter  of  my  inftruc- 
tions,  and  might  poffibly  have  excited  additional 
jealoufy  in  the  bread  of  the  Spanitli  acting  go¬ 
vernor.  Under  thefe  confiderations  I  was  com¬ 
pelled,  though  with  infinite  reluftance,  to  aban¬ 
don  this  interefting  pnrfuit,  and  to  determine  on 
making  the  bed  of  onr  way  to  the  Sandwich 
iflands,  where  I  could  firmly  rely  on  the  finecrity 
of  Tamaahmaahy  and  the  profeiTions  of  the  red 
of  our  mde  micivilhzed  friends  in  thofe  iflands,  for 
a  hearty  welcome,  a  kind  reception,  and  every 
fervice  and  accommodation  in  their  humble 
power  to  adbrd  ;  without  any  of  the  Inhofpitable 
redriedions  v/e  mud  have  been  under  from  the 
then  civilized  TOvernor  at  Monterrey ► 

O  ✓ 

But  as  the  completion  of  our  furvey  demanded 
that  the  relative  fituation  of  the  iflaiid  of  Gua- 
daloupe  with  thefe  fhorcs  fliould  be  afeertained 
according  to  our  own  obfervations^r  our  eourfe 
was  direded  thither. 

The  ifiand  of  Guadaloupe  Is-  generally  made 
by  the  Spaniards  when  bound  to  the  fouthward 
frem  Monterrey,  or  from  their  other  northern 
cdabliflimcnts ;  in  which  route  they  pafs  to  the 
wedward  out  of  fight  of  thofe  iflands  that  form 
the  channel  of  Barbara,  for  the  advantage  of 
continuing  in  the  drength  of  the  north-wed 

winds; 
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Winds ;  and  thus  they  reach  the  ifland  of  Gua- 
daloupe,  from  whence  they  lhape  a  courfe  for 
cape  St.  Lucas. 

As  a  confiderable  part  of  the  commiffion  en- 
trufted  to  my  charge  and  execution  had  now 
been  accompliflied,  and  thus  far  drawn  towards 
a  conclufion  ;  and  as  the  nature  of  new  countries, 
and  the  progrefs  of  new  colonial  eftablifhments, 
muft  ever  be  regarded  as  interefting  fubjedls  of 
inquiry ;  I  fliall  now  endeavour  to  recite  fuch 
circumftances  as  had  fallen  within  the  fphere  of 
my  obfervation,  and  fuch  mifcellaneous  infor¬ 
mation  as  I  was  able  to  procure  with  refpedl  to 
the  Spahifh  fettlements  on  thefe  fhores,  but 
which  would  have  interrupted  the  foregoing  nar¬ 
rative,  confined  chiefly  to  the  occurrences  which 
were  inieparable  from  our  nautical  or  geogra¬ 
phical  purfuits. 

On  this  occafion,  however,  it  may  not  be  un¬ 
fit  to  premife,  that  the  communication  we  had 
with  the  fhores  of  New  Albion,  and  our  inter- 
courfe  with  the  refident  Spanifli  inhabitants,  were 
too  limited,  and  of  too  fhort  duration  to  permit 
of  my  obtaining  any  other  information  than  fuch 
as  arofe  in  common  converfatiori  from  the  im- 
preffions  of  furrounding  objects.  In  addition  to 

which,  the  fituation  in  'which  I  ftood  was  of  a 

/ 

very  delicate  nature,  and  demanded  the  moft 
cautious  attention  on  my  part,  left  any  thing 
.  C  c  2  fhould 
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fliould  occur,  either  by  too  great  curlofity  to  be 
xnftrudled  in  the  knowledge  of  their  internal  go¬ 
vernment,  or  in  the  number,  ftrength,  and  fitua- 
tion  of  their  feveral  eftabllfhments  along  the 
coaft,  that  might  prevent  our  obtaining  the  cf7 
fential  rcfrefliments  we  required ;  or  become  the 
caufe  of  any  national  difagreement.  Under  thefc 
circumftances,  it  was  abfolutely  requifite  that  all 
my  inquiries  fhould  be  condudled  with  the  great- 
eft  circumfpe<ftlon ;  and  hence  the  knowledge 
obtained  muft  neceffarily  be  of  a  very  limited  na¬ 
ture,  and  rendered  additionally  incorreft,  by  my 
labouring  under  the  mortifying  dlfadvantage  of 
underftanding  but  little  of  the  Spanifli  language. 

The  profound  fecrecy  which  the  Spanifli  na¬ 
tion  has  fo  ftrldly  obferved  with  regard  to  their 
territories  and  fettlements  in  this  hemifpherc, 
naturally  excites,  in  the  ftrongeft  manner,  a  cu- 
riofity  and  a  dcfire  of  being  informed  of  the  ftatc, 
condition,  and  progrefs  of  the  feveral  eftablifli- 
ments  provided  in  thefe  diftant  regions,  for  the 
purpofe  of  converting  its  native  Inhabitants  to 
chriftianity  and  civilization. 

The  miffion  of  St.  Domingo  has  already  been 
ftated  to  be  the  fouthernmoft  of  the  Spanifli  fet¬ 
tlements  in  New  Albion  ;  and  it  is  alfo  to  be  un- 
derftood  as  the  moft  fouthern  of  thofe  that  are 
confidered  as  new  cJiahl'tJhmc7itSy  from  having  been 
formed  fubfequent  to  the  year  176Q,  when^the 

expeditions 
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expeditions  by  fca  and  land  were  undertaken  to 
fettle  Monterrey  and  St.  Diego.  At  this  period 
their  north-wefternmoft  pofleffion  on  this  coaft 
w^as  Velicata,  and  Maria  on  the  coaft  of  thre 
peninfula,  in  the  gulph  of  California.  Until  that 
time  theft  two  miffions  had  formed  a  kind  of 
north-weftern  barrier,  or  frontier,  to  the  Spanifh 
Mexican  colonies.  But,  the  rapid  ftridcs  that 
Ruffia  W'as  then  making  in  fubjefting  to  its  go** 
vernment  the  countries  bordering  on  the  north- 
w^ftern  part  of  the  North  Pacific  Ocean,  awake¬ 
ned  the  apprchenfions  and  rouftd  the  jealoufy 
of  the  Spanifh  court ;  and  in  conftquence  of  the 
alarm  thus  given,  thoft  expeditions  were  under¬ 
taken.  Since  that  time  all  the  new  eftablifhments 
have  been  formed,  arid  the  miftion  of  Velicata 
removed  fome  leagues  to  the  north-wcftward, 
nearer  the  exterior  coaft  of  California. 

The  new  ftttlements  are  divided  into  four  dif¬ 
ferent  counties,  or  rather  are  placed  under  four 
diftincft  jurifdi(ftions,  of  which  Monterrey  is  the 
principal ;  and  the  eftablifiied  refidence  as  well 
of  the  governor,  who  is  captain  general  of  the 
province,  as  of  the  father  prefident  of  the  Fran- 
ciftan  order  of  miffionaries.  In  each  of  the  di- 
vifions  is  fixed  one  military  poft  only,  called  the 
Prefidio,  governed  by  a  lieutenant,  who  has  under 
}iim  an  enfign,  with  lerjeants,  corporals,  &c. 
And  although  the  jurlfdidign  of  the  governor 

C  c  3  extends 
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extends  over  the  whole  province,  yet  the  refpec- 
tive  commanders  at  the  feveral  Prefidios  are  in- 
vefted  with  great  authority  in  the  ordinary  mat¬ 
ters  relative  to  their  civil  or  military  jurifdidtion ; 
but  they  feem  to  have  very  little  influence  or 
concern  in  any  thing  that  appertains  to  the  mif- 
fions  or  ecclefiaftical  government,  which  appear 
to  be  w^holly  under  the  authority  and  manage¬ 
ment  of  the  Rev.  Fathers. 

The  moft  northern  Prefidio  is  that  of  St.  Fran^ 
clfco,  which  has  under  its  authority,  or  more 
properly  fpeaking  under  its  protection,  the  mlf- 
fions  of  St.  Francifco  and  S^^  Clara,  the  pueblo  of 
St.  Jofeph,  about  3  or  4  miles  from  S^"^  Clara,  and 
the  eftablllbment  which  I  underftood  had  been 
formed  during  the  preceding  fummer  in  the 
fouthern  opening  of  port  Bodega ;  to  this  open¬ 
ing  they  have  given  the  name  of  Port  Juan 
F'ran CISCO.  Of  this  port  I  faw>a  plan,  of  which 
I  afterwards  procured  a  copy ;  by  which  it  ap¬ 
peared  capable  of  admitting  veffels  of  fmall  bur¬ 
then  only.  The  channel,  which  is  not  half  a 
mile  wide,  is  round  its  weft  point  of  entrance, 
and  has  acrofs  it  a  bar,  on  which  at  high  water 
there  is  not  more  than  three  fathoms  for  fome 
diftance  ;  after  which  it  extends  to  two  miles  in 
.width,  and  continues  fo,  in  a  direction  about 
fouth-eaft,  for  fix  miles.  The  foundings  increafe 
in  mid-channel  to  fix  and  feven  fathoms,  and  de- 

creafe 
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trcafe  regularly  towards  the  Ihorc.  Its  head  or 
upper  part  is  bounded  by  flioal  w'ater,  which  ex¬ 
tends  fome  diftance  into  the  harbour.  I  could 
not  difcover  in  what  part  of  the  port  the  fettle- 
ment  is  formed  ;  though  I  was  perfectly  fatisfied, 
that  it  had  been  undertaken  by  a  Spanifh  officer 
named  Sen’'  Don  Juan  Matoota,  and  carried  into 
effect  by  two  expeditions  from,  the  port  of  St. 
Frandfeo;  and  although  I  w^as  unable  to  afeer- 
tain  the  force  employed  on  this  occafion,  I  had 
every  reafon  to  believe  it  was  very  inconfiderable. 

'  The  next  in  fucceffion  fouthward  is  that  of 
Monterrey,  the  capital  of  the  province  ;  under 
wdiich  the  mlffion  of  S^^  Cruz,  near  point  Anno 
Nuevo,  is  the  moil  northern,  and  was  eftabliffied 
in  the  year  l/SQ  or  J790  ;  but  w^as  not  at  this 
time  completed.  In  its  immediate  vicinity,  I 
was  given  to  underftand  a  pueblo  of  the  fame 
name  was  formed  in  the  year- 3  97 1  ;  and  about 
nine  leagues  to  the  E.  S.  E.  of  it  is*  the  mlffion 
of  la  Soledad.  South  and  eaftward  from  Mon¬ 
terrey  arc  the  mlffions  of  St,  Carlos,  St.  Antonio, 


St.  Luis,  and  Rofa  la  Purlffima  ;  the  latter  is 
fituated  near  the  entrance  of  the  channel  of 
S^'^  Barbara,  and  thefe  conftltute  the  divifion  of 
Monterrey. 

The-  next  and  fmalleft  divifion  is  that  of 

'  t 

Barbara.  Although  this  Prefidio  and  miffioa 
\\"ere  not  cre<fled  until  the  year  1780,  the  Spa- 
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niards  had,  prior  to  that  time,  refided  in  the 
neighbourhood  for  four  or  five  years,  in  fmall 
huts  and  tents ;  but  they  only  date  the  eftablifli- 
ment  from  the  completion  pf  the  buildings, 
which,  I  believe,  has  been  uniformly  the  cafe 
with  the  others  ;  yet  I  was  not  informed,  that  in 
any  other  inflance  they  had  remained  fo  long  ex- 
pofed  to  the  inconveniencies  and  dangers  necef- 
farily  attendant  on  fuch  a  defencelefs  date,-  in 
the  event  of  any  mifunderdanding  taking-  place 
with  the  natives.  Befide?  the  miffion  of  Bar¬ 
bara,  the  Prefidio  has  under  its  ordinary  autho¬ 
rity  that  of  Buena  Ventura,  fourided  in  the  year 
1784,  and  the  Pueblo  de  los  Angelos,  formed  in 
4  781  ;  which  latter,  I  was  told,  was  fubjed:  alfo 
to  the  control  of  the  Prefidio  at  St.  piegp>  the 
fourth  and  fouthernmoft  of  thefe  new  fettle- 
ments.  This  prefides  over  the  miffion  of  St.  • 
Diego,  founded  „with  the  Prefidio  in  the  year 
.1770;  over  St.  Juan  Capiftranp,  St.  Gabriel, 
and  St,  Miguel.  The  lafi:  is  not  of  the  prancif- 
can  order,  but  forms  the  northernmofl:  of  the  Do- 
minican  miffions.  The  religious  of  this  order 
extend  their  miffions  fouthward  ;  not  only  along 
the  exterior  coaft,  but  alfo  over  the  whole  of  the 

••  '  t 

peninfula  and  are  under  the  regulations  pf  the 
Prefidio  at  Loretto,  which  is  the  only  military 
eftabliffiment  to  the  fouth  of  St.  Diego,  on  the 
peninfula  of  California, 
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The  climate  of  the  country  comprehended  be¬ 
tween  the  bay  and  port  of  St.  Francifeo,  the  for¬ 
mer  under  the  38th,  and  the  latter  under  the 
30th  degree  of  north  latitude,  is,  by  our  own  ex¬ 
perience,  as  well  as  by  the  information  we  ob¬ 
tained,  fubjeft  to  much  drought.  The  rainy 
feafon  is  from  the  month  of  December  to  March, 
the  autumn  in  general  being  very  dry ;  and  al¬ 
though  in  the  early  part  of  our  vifit  the  preceding 
year  we  had  fome  rain,  yet  we  experienced  an 
almofl;  uninterrupted  feries  of  fine  weather,  with 
a  clear  atmofphere,  very  unlike  that  which  ha<i 
attended  us  there  in  laft  November  ;  when,  not* 
withflanding  that  on  many  occafions  no  clouds 
were  to  be  feen,  yet  the  denfity  of  the  atmofphere 
in  confequence  of  an  almoft  continual  dry  haze 
or  fog,  fometimes  partial,  and  at  others  general, 
was  fuch,  that  diftant  objedls  were  not  difeer- 
nible,  andthofe  in  our  immediate  neighbourhood 
were  frequently  obfeured.  The  inconvenience, 
however,  was  not  felt  in  the  fame  degree  by  thofe 
whofe  occupations  confined  them  to  the  fhorc. 

On  quitting  Monterrey  the  preceding  year,  I 
had  madp  fome  remarks  on  the  heat  and  cold  at 
that  time,  but  I  had  no  opportunity  of  making 
any  frefla  experiments  for  this  purpofe  on  our  late 
vifit.  Our  climate  at  fea  was  much  more  uni¬ 
form  ;  the  mew  height  of  the  mercury  In  the 
thermometer  was  about  02^,  without  varying 


more 
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more  than  5^  in  elevation  or  dcpreffion  ;  though, 
in  a  few  inftances,  for  an  hour  or  two  in  the  day, 
the  heat  was  oppreffive,  and  fome  of  the  nights 
were  extremely  cold.  The  mercury  in  the  ba¬ 
rometer  was  alfo  very  uniform,  not  defcending 
lower  than  of  riling  above  30^^-  23 

nor  did  the  fhores  indicate  their  being  fubjedl  to 
frequent  ftorms,  or  hard  gales  of  wind  ;  though  it 
is  imagined  that  the  wind  fometimes  blows  very 
ftrong  from  the  S.  E.,  weft,  and  N.  W.,  at  the 
dlftance  of  a  few  leagues  from  the  poaft,  from 
the  heavy  billows  that  roll  in  thofe  diredlions, 
and  break  with  great  fury  on  the  lliore.  The 
furf  that  prevented  our  landing  at  Buena  Ven¬ 
tura,  was  attributed  by  the  Spanifn  refidpnts  to 
the  diftant  operation  of  a  ftrong  foutherly  gale, 
as  the  fwell  came  from  that  quarter.  The  N.  W, 
winds,  however,  are  by  far  the  moft  general,  and 
occafjon  great  difficulty  in  paffmg  along  thele 
ffiores  to  the  northward.  The  praftice  of  the 
Spaniards  is  to  ftand  a  great  diftance  Into  the 
ocean,  until  they  reach  far  to  the  northward  of 
the  parallel  of  the  port  whither  they  are  bound, 
and  then  fteer  for  the  land  ;  but  from  our  ob- 
fervations,  during  the  time  vye  were  navigating 
thefc  fhores,  fuch  a  precaution  did  not  appear  by 
any  means  necelfary,  at  leaft  at  that  feafon  of  the 
year ;  and  as  this  coaft  had  now  been  explored, 
and  the  direction  of  its  fhores  and  confpicuous 

places^ 
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places  afccrtained,  fo  far  as  our  furvcy  had  ex¬ 
tended,  I  was  convinced  that  veilcls,  with  the 
winds  we  had  from  the  bay  of  St.  Francifco  to 
point  Conception,  or  indeed  farther  to  the  north¬ 
ward,  would  make  as  good  a  paiTage  with  the 
affiftance  of  the  land  winds,  which  in  general 
blow  from  the  call  and  fouth-eaft  to  the  north- 
weftward,  as  they  could  make  with  the  fea  breeze 
to  the  fouth-eaftward,  fince  the  land  wdnd  pre¬ 
vails  during  a  larger  proportion  of  the  twxnty- 
four  hours  than  the  fea  breeze,  and  frequently 
blows  ftronger  ;  befides  which,  moll  falling  vef- 
fels  would  gain  fome  advantage  in  the  day  time, 
by  turning  to  windward  with  the  fea  breeze, 
which  generally  blows  Iteadlly  and  moderately, 
over  a  fea  that  is  fmooth  and  tranquil. 

The  abfence  of  rain,  in  the  dry  feafon,  is  in 
fome  meafurc  compenfated  by  the  dews.  Thele 
frequently  fall  very  heavily,  and  tend  to  preferve 
the  produdlions  of  nature  from  being  intlrely  de- 
ftroyed,  though-not  in  fufBcient  quantity  to  keep 
in  conftant  action  the  fprings  of  vegetation. 
-Hence  the  dreary  afpedl  of  the  country  in  moft 
fituations,  which  is  further  increafed  by  the  gene¬ 
ral  fcarclty  of  running  w^ater,  as  the  whole  coun¬ 
try  affords  but  a  few  fmall  ftreams. 

This  very  material  dlfadvantage,  fb  repeatedly 
ftated  already,  we  now  found  to  continue  to  the 

moil 
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inofi:  fouthern  extent  of  our  refearches ;  the 
country,  however,  did  not  feem  wholly  deftitute 
of  this  valuable  article,  though  it  did  not  fre¬ 
quently  difeover  itfelf  on  its  furface ;  and  I  enter¬ 
tain  little  doubt,  that  by  digging  wells  to  a  pro¬ 
per  depth,  a  fufficient  and  excellent  fupply  for 
all  dorneftic  purpofes  would  be  obtained  in  moft 
places.  At  Icaft,  the  rccourfe  that  had  been  had 
to  expedients  of  this  nature,  as  well  by  ourfelves 
as  at  fome  of  the  miffions  and  Prefidios,  juftified 
me  in  this  opinion  ;  bnt  the  Spaniards,  contented 
with  the  brackifh  pools  of  water,  already  formed 
to  their  hand,  for  the  fupply  of  their  fhipping, 
are  too  inadtive  to  fearch  for  better,  or  to  draw 
into  one  ftream  the  fcvcral  fmall  branches  that 
exift  on  the  furface  for  a  fmall  extent,  and  then 
are  loft,  either  by  exhalation  from  the  fun,  or 
the  abforption  qf  the  thirfty  foil. 

The  climate  feems"  to  be  as  healthy  at  St. 
Diego,  ^nd  in  the  channel  of  S^"'  Barbara,  as  at 
Monterrey;  the  falubrity  of  which  was  menti¬ 
oned  on  our  former  vifit.  The  foil  of  the  country, 
at  Icaft  that  fmall  portion  of  it  that  fell  under  my 
immediate  infpedlion,  at  and  to  the  northward 
of  St.  Diego  along  the  fea  coaft,  appeared  of  a 
Jight  and  Tandy  nature,  varying  In  point  of  fer¬ 
tility;  yet  none  feemed  to  be  naturally  fteril, 
although  it  prefented  that  outw:ard  appearance  j 
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and  I  am  perfuaded  there  are  few  fpots  that,  with 
the  affiftance  of  manual  labour,  w'ould  not  be 
made  producftlve. 

I  had  c\ery  reafon  to  believe,  that  beyond  the 
lofty  mountains  that  range  along  and  chiefly 
compofe  the  fhores  of  the  continent  under  our 
prefent  confideration,  the  furface  would  be  found 
capable  of  receiving  great  improvement.  This 
w^as  remarked  in  our  journey  from  the  fea  coaft 
to  the  million  of  Clara.  At  St.  Diego  the 

O- 

foil  rapidly  lofes  its  fertility  ;  and  I  was  informed, 
that  from  thence  immediately  fouthward  to  cape 
St.  Lucas,  the  wfoole  of  the  penlnfula  is  com- 
pofed  of  a  foil  fo  extremely  unproductive  and 
barren,  that  good  mould  had  been  font  thither 
from  other  places,  to  certain  fituations  where  it 
was  deemed  proper  to  plant  miffions,  and  depo- 
fited  there'  for  the  purpofo  of  railing  the  grain 
and  vegetables  ncceflary  for  the  eftablifliments. 

I  ftiall  now  proceed  to  confider  more  fully  the 
appropriation  of  this  country  by  its  new  mafters 
the  Spaniards,  who,  though  polTeffing  the  very 
extenfive  and  fertile  trad:  of  land  lying  to  the 
north- welt  from  St.  Diego,  have  not  turned  it  to 
any  profitable  advantage,  notwlthftanding  that 
the  foil,  as  Hated  on  former  occaflons,  may  be 
conlidcrcd  to  be  rich  and  luxuriant,  at  leaft  in 
tlie  parts  foleCled  by  the  Spaniards  for  their  fottlc- 
ments.  That  much  fldii  or  inveftigation  was 

not 
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not  required  in  making  their  choice,  was  evident 
from  the  difference  in  the  natural  produftions  ob- 
ferved  in  my  journey  to  Clara ;  when  I  became 
convinced,  by  the  inquiries  I  had  then  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  of  making,  that  the  foil  of  the  miffions  of 
St.  Antonio,  La  Soledad,  and  St.  Luis, 
equally  fertile,  efpecially^that  of  the  two  former, 
which  are  faid  to  be  watered  by  feveral  ftreams, 
and  which  yielded  grain,  fruits,  and  roots  of  the 
beft  quality,  and  in  the  greateft  abundance.  Thefe 
were  obtained  with  little  trouble  in  clearing  the 
ground,  as  fpaces  of  great  extent  were  found 
nearly  free  from  trees  or  flirubs,  and  equally  rich 
in  foil  with  thofe  parts  that  produced  their  lofty 
timbers  and  luxuriant  forefts.  This  fertility  of 
foil  feems  to  exift  with  little  variation  through 
the  plains  and  valiies  of  the  Interior  country,  ex¬ 
tending  in  fome  places  to  the  water’s  edge  on  the 
fea  coaft.  Such,  howxver,  is  not  the  fituatlon 
of  S^^  Barbara  ;  the  country  about  it  to  the  north- 
weft  is  chiefly  compofed  of  barren  rocky  cliffs,’ 
and  towards  the  fouth-eaft  is  a  low  fwampy  fait 
marfh.  The  former,  terminating  very  abruptly 
at  no  great  diftance  from  the  water  fide,  form 
between  their  bafe  and  the  fea  beach  a  plain, 
compofed  of  a  clayey  and  fandy  foil ;  where, 
clofe  about  the  foot  of  the  cliffs,  and  protedled 
by  them  from  the  fea  w'inds,  grow  the  holly¬ 
leaved  oak  trees,  from  -which  we  obtained  ouf- 

fupply 
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fupply  of  wood  ;  and  a  few  acres  of  land  in  that 
neighbourhood  were  inclofed,  and  in  an  indiffe¬ 
rent  ftate  of  cultivation.  On  the  fait  marflies 
that  extend  fome  diftance  further  from  the  wa¬ 
ter  fide  to  the  foot  of  the  mountains,  a  few 
dwarf  trees  and  groveling  flirubs  were  produced, 
but  no  part  of  it  was  under  cultivation  ;  and  as 
the  whole  of  the  interior  countrv  in  all  directions 

V 

fcemed  to  be  compofed  of  high  barren  naked 
mountains  deftitute  of  foil,  it  is  not  likely  that  it 
ihould  be  very  abundant  in  its  vegetable  produc¬ 
tions.  Sufficient,  however,  is  afforded  for  the 
ufe  of  the  miffion  ;  and  was  it  well  fupplied  wdth 
water,  it  is  fuppofed  capable  of  being  rendered 
very  fruitful  even  under  thefe  di  fad  vantages.  The 
fficep  and  poultry  here  far  exceeded  thofe  of  every 
other  eftabliffiment  that  we  had  vifited,  not  only 
in  point  of  fize,  but  in  the  flavor  and  delicacy  of 
the  meat.  To  thefe  was  added  from  the  fca  a 
daily  and  abundant  fupply  of  moft  excellent  fifi, 
procured  throughout  the  year  by  the  natives,  who 
are  very  expert  in  that,  as  well  as  in  many  other 
ufeful  and  neceffary  occupations. 

The  Preiidio  is  principally  fupplied  wdtli  grain 
and  pulfe  from  the  pueblo  de  los  Angelos,  and  the 
miffion  of  Buena  Ventura;  which,  though  fitu- 

ated  clofe  to  the  water-fide,  has  the  reputation 

/ 

of  being:  amonsrft  the  moft  fertile  of  the  eftabliffi- 
ments  in  this  countrv.  Its  buildings  were  feme 

time 
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time  ago  burnt  down  by  accident ;  this  circum- 
ftance,  though  attended  with  feme  temporary 
inconvenience,  was  the  means  of  affording  them 
an  opportunity  of  replacing  them  on  the  fame 
fpot  with  more  advantage,  both  in  refpe6t  of  their 
external  appearance,  and  internal  accommodation. 
Thefe  buildings  furpaffed  all  the  othets  l  had 
feen,  being  fomething  larger,  and  more  uniform ; 
and  the  apartments  were  infinitely  more  com¬ 
modious,  and  were  kept  extremely  clean  and 
neat.  Both  here  and  at  Barbara,  very  great 
advantages  are  derived  from  having  near  each  of 
thefe  eftablifiiments  a  great  abundance  of  very 
good  lime-ftone,  excellent  earth  for  bricks  and 
tiles,  and  flag-ftones  for  paving.  Thefe  valu¬ 
able  materials  give  the  buildings  at  thefe  places  a 
manifefi:  fuperiority  over  thofe  that  are  erefled 
with  fubftanccs  lefs  fit  for  the  purpofc  ;  but,  to 
balance  this  advantage,  it  appeared  that  their  la¬ 
bours  in  hufbandry,  efpecially  in  raifing  European 
grains  and  pulfe,  were  not  rewarded  by  that 
abundant  return  which  w^e  had  found  at  Clara. 

The  average  produce  of  their  feed  does  not  yield 
more  than  twenty- three  for  one  in  wheat,  barley, 
and  oats  ;  the  quality  of  which  is  not  by  any 
means  equal  to  the  fame  fort  of  corn  grown  in 
the  more  northern  fettlements.  This  inferiority 
is  attributed  more  to  the  w^ant  of  rain  than  to 
the  comparative  difference  of  the  foil ;  fince,  al¬ 
though 
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though  the  foil  and  climate  of  the  latter  appeared 
to  be  more  fui table  to  the  agriculture  of  the  open 
fields,  yet  the  garden  of  Buena  Ventura  far  ex* 
ceeded  any  thing  of  that  defcription  I  had  befor6 
met  with  in  thefe  regions,  both  In  refpe6l  of  the 
quality,  quantity,  and  variety  of  its  excellent  pro* 
dud:Ions,  not  only  indigenous  to  the  country,  but 
appertaining  to  the  temperate  as  well  as  torrid 
zone ;  not  one  fpecles  having  yet  been  fown,  or 
planted,  that  had'not  flourifhed,  and  yielded  its 
fruit  In  abundance,  and  of  excellent  quality. 
Thefe  have  principally  confifted  of  apples,  pears, 
plumbs,  figs,  oranges,  grapes,  peaches,  and  pom- 
granates,  together  with  the  plantain,  banana, 
cocoa  nut,  fugar  cane,  Indigo,  and  a  great  variety 
of  the  neceffary  and  ufeful  kitchen  herbs,  plants 
aiid  roots.  All  thefe  were  flourifhing  in  the 
gfeateft  health  and  perfection,  though  feparated 
from  the  fea-fide  only  by  two  or  three  fields  of 
corn,  that  were  cultivated  within  a  few  yards  of 
the  furf.  The  grounds,  however,  on  which  they 
were  produced,  were  fupplied,  at  the  expence  of 
fome  labour,  with  a  few  fmall  ftreams,  which, 
as  occafion  required,  were  cOnduCted  to  the  crops 
that  flood  moft  in  need  of  water.  Here  alfb 
grew  great  quantities  of  the  Indian  fig,  or  prickly 
pear ;  but  whether  cultivated  for  its  fruit  only, 
or  for  the  cochineal,  I  was  notable  to  make  my^ 
felf  thoroughly  acquainted. 

'  .  VoL.  IV.  D  d  The 
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The  miffion  is  not  confpicuous  from  fituation, 
nor  does  it  command  an  extcniive  profpedl ;  in 
-thefe  refpedts  that  of  Barbara  has  fome  advan¬ 
tage  ;  its  Prefidio  likewife  excels  all  the  others  in 
ncatnefs,  cleanlincfs,  and  other  fmaller,  though 
eflential  comforts ;  it  is  placed  on  an  elevated 
part  of  the  plain,  and  is  raifed  fome  feet  from  the 
ground  by  a  bafement  ftory,  which  adds  much  to 
its  pleafantnefs. 

The  Prefidio  of  St.  Diego  feemed  to  be  the 
leaft  of  the  Spanifli  ellablifliments  with  which  we 
were  acquainted.  It  is  irregularly  built,  on  very 
uneven  ground,  which  makes  it  liable  to  fome  iii- 
conveniencics,  without  the  obvious  appearance  of 
any  objedl  for  feledting  fuch  a  fpot.  The  fitua- 
tion  of  it  is  dreary  and  lonefome,  in  the  midft  of 
a  barren  uncultivated  country,  producing  fo  little 
herbage,  that,  excepting  in  the  fpring  months, 
their  cattle  are  fent  to  the  diftance  of  twenty  or 
thirty  miles  for  pafturage.  During  that  feafon, 
and  as  long  as  the  rainy  weather  may  continue,  a 
fufiicient  number  are  then  brought  nearer  for  the 
ufe  of  the  Prefidio  and  miffion  ;  and  fuch  as  have 
not  been  wanted  are  ao;ain  fent  back  to  the  in- 
tterior  country  when  the  dry  weather  commences; 
which,  although  more  produdlive  in  point  of 
grafs,  is  not  very  prolific  in  grain,  pulfe,  fruits,, 
.roots,  or  other  culinary  vegetables  I  underftood 
that  they  are  frequently  obliged  to  refort  for  a 

fupply 


3793-]  KOUNT)  THE  WORLD.  403 

fupply  of  thcfe  articles  to  the  miffion  of  St.  Juan 
Capiflrano,  which  abounded  in  vegetables  and 
animal  produftions,  confiding  of  great  herds  of 
cattle,  flocks  of  fheep^  and  goats ;  and  I  was  af- 
fured  it  was  one  of  the  nioft  fertile  eftablifh- 
ments  in  the  country: 

The  pueblos  differ  materially  from  either  the 
miflions  or  the  Prefidlos,  and  may  be  better  ex- 
prefled  by  the  name  of  villages,  being  unflipport-™ 
ed  by  any  other  protection,  than  that  of  the  per« 
fons  who  are  refident  in  them.  Thefe  are  prin¬ 
cipally  old  Spanifh,  or  creole,  Soldiers ;  who, 
having  ferved  their  refpeClive  turns  of  duty  in 
the  m-iflions  or  in  the  Prefidios,  become  entitled 
to  exemption  from  any  further  military  fervices, 
and  have  permiflion  either  to  return  to  their 
native  country,  or  to  pafs  the  remainder  of  their 
lives  in  thefe  villages.  Mofl:  of  thefe  foldiers  are 
married,  and  liave  families  ;  and  when  the  retire¬ 
ment  of  the  peublos  is  preferred,  grants  of  land, 
with  fome  neceffary  articles,  are  given  them  to 
commence  their  new  occupation  of  hufbandry, 
as  a  reward  for  their  former  fervices,  and  as  an 
incitement  to  a  life  of  induftry  ;  which,  with 
the  affiftance  of  a  few  of  the  friendly  and  well 
difpofed  natives,  they  carry  into  effeCl:  with  great 
advantage  to  their  families.  Fertile  fpots  are  al¬ 
ways  chofen  for  planting  thefe  colonies ;  by  cul¬ 
tivating  which,  they  are  foon  enabled  to  raife 
.  .  D  d  2 
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corn  and  cattle  fufficient,  not  only  for  their  own 
fupport,  but  for  the  fupply  of  the  wants  of  the 
miffions  and  Prefidios  in  their  neighbourhood. 
Being  trained  to  arms,  they  early  inftru^l  the 
rifing  generation,  and  bring  them  up  to  the  obe¬ 
dience  of  military  authority  ;  Under  the  laws,  of 
which  they  themfelves  continue  to  be  governed. 
There  is  no  fuperior  perfon  or  officer  redding 
amongft  them  for  the  purpofe  of  officiating  as 
governor,  or  as  chief  magiftrate  ;  but  the  pueblos 
are  occaiionally  vifited  by  the  enfign  of  the  Pre- 
fidio,  within  whofe  particular  jurifdidlion  they 
are  fituated.  This  officer  is  authorized  to  tahe 
cognizance  of,  and  in  a  certain  degree  to  redreli, 
fuch  grievances  or  complaints  as  may  be  brought 
before  him  ;  or  to  reprefent  them,  together  with 
any  crimes  or  rnifdemeanors,  to  his  commanding 
officer }  and  alfo  to  report  fuch  Improvements, 
regulations,  or  other  matters  arifing  in  thele  little 
focieties,  as  may  either  demand  his  permiffion  or 
affent ;  from  w'hofe  decifion  there  is  no  appeal, 
but  to  the  governor  of  the  province ;  whofe 
powers,  I  uiiderdiGod,  were  very  extenfive,  though 
I  remained  ignorant  concerning  the  particular 
nature  ot  his  jurifdidtion. 

Thefe  pueblos  generally  confift  of  about  thirty 
or  forty  old  foldkrs  with  their  families,  who  may 
be  confidered  as  a  fort  of  militia  of  the  country, 
and  as.  affifting  in  the  incteafe  of  its  population, 
..  .  '  which, 
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which,  as  far  as  it  refpe^ls  the  Spaniards,  is  yet 
in  a  very  hurpble  ftate. 

'  The  mode  originally  adopted,  and  fince  con- 
ftantly  purfued,  in  fettling  this  country,  is  by  no 
means  calculated  to  produce  any  great  increafe 
of  white  inhabitants.  The  Spaniards  in  their 
miffions  and  Prefidios,  being  the  two  principal 
diftinftions  of  Spaniili  inhabitants,  lead  a  con¬ 
fined,  and  in  moft  refpedls  a  very  indolent,  life  ; 
the  religious  part  of  the  fociety  within  a  cloifter^ 
the  military  in  barracks.  The  lafi:  mentioned 
order  do  nothing,  in  the  ftridleft  fenfe  of  the  ex- 
preffion  ;  for  they  neither  till,  fow,  nor  reap,  but 
wholly  depend  upon  the  labour  of  the  inhabitants 
of  the  miffions  and  pueblos  for  their  fubfiftence, 
and  the  common  neceffaries  of  life.  To  recon¬ 
cile  this  inadllvlty  whilft  they  remain  on  duty  iri 
the  Prefidio,  with  the  meritorious  exertions  that 
the  fame  defeription  of  people  are  feen  to  make 
in  the  pueblos,  is  certainly  a  very  difficult  talk  ; 
and  the  contradldtion  would  h^^ve  remained  very 
prejudicial  to  their  character,  had  I  not  been  in* 
formed,  that  to  fupport  the  confequene^  qf  tha 
foldier  in  the  eyes  of  the  natives,  and  tq  Infurd 
him  theinrefpeft,  it  had  been  deemed  highly  im¬ 
proper  that  he  fliquld  be  fubje£led  to  any  labo¬ 
rious  employment.  This  circumftance  alone  is 
fufficient  to  account  for  ffie  habitud  indolence 
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and  want  of  induftry  in  the  military  part  of  thefe 
focieties. 

The  introdud;ion  of  Chriftlanity  amongfl:  the 
natives,  the  cultivation  of  their  minds,  and  mak¬ 
ing  them  difciples  of  the  Romifh  church,  being 
wholly  intrufted  to  the  religious  of  the  refpeftive 
orders  ;  none  of  thofe  Indians  are  fulfered  to  be 
employed  in  the  Prefidios  but  fuch  as  are  parti¬ 
cularly  recommended  ;  to  whom  the  officers  who 
give  them  employ  are  obliged  to  pay  a  certain 
dally  fum  of  money,  according  to  the  fervice  re-- 
ceived  ;  whilft,  at  the  fame  time,  the  fathers 
have  hundreds  at  their  command,  who  when  em¬ 
ployed  by  them  are  rewarded  Vv^ith  the  produce 
refulting  from  the  labours  of  fuch  of  their  own 
fociety  as  are  engaged  in  agriculture,  in  manufac¬ 
turing  their  woollen  garments,  or  in  gardening. 

Thefe  are  the  payments  by  which  the  wages 
of  the  carpenter,  the  fmith,  the  mafon,  and  other 
mechanics  are  fatlsfied ;  and  as  they  have  few 
perfons  of  thefe  trades  amongfl:  themfelves,  the 
whole  of  fuch  bufinefs^  is  performed  by  the  In¬ 
dians,  under  the  immediate  infiruction  and  in- 
fpectiori  of  the  Rev.  Fathers,  who  by  thefe  means, 
alone  haye  erected  all  their  fabxflcs  and  edifices. 
At  Barbara  a  new  church  was  building,  and 
^t  Buena  Ventura  the  whole  was  to  be  rebuilt, 
both  of  which  when  finiftied,  might  be  juftly 

taken 
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taken  for  the  workmanfliip  of  more  experienced 
artifts.  The/e  two  miffions  form  each  an  intire 
fquare ;  the  buildings  are  more  lofty  and  exten- 
five,  and  the  fuperlor  quality  of  the  materials  with 
which  they  are  erected,  gives  them  a  decided 
fuperiority  over  all  the  others. 

Thefe  benevolent  fathers  are  the  corporeal  as 
W'cll  as  fpiritual  phyficians  of  all  the  Indian  tribes 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  miffions;  and  they 
exercife  the  arts  both  of  furgery  and  medicine 
with  great  fuccefs,  efpecially  the  latter,  for  the 
credit  of  which  they  may  be  indebted  to  the  uH" 
impaired  conftitutions  of  their  patients,  and  the 
natural  healthinefs  of  the  climate.  The  fcarcity 
of  fplrituous  liquors,  and  the  great  regularity  of 
the  Inhabitants  in  food  and  employment,  induces 
a  life  of  temperance  ;  and  confequently,  the  dif- 
eafes  to  which  they  are  liable  are  feldom  of  a  ma* 
limant  nature,  and  in  moft  inftances  readily 
yield  to  the  fimplefi:  means  of  cure. 

The  number  of  the  natives,  at  this  period, 

who  wxre  faid  to  have  embraced  the  Roman  Ca- 

# 

thollc  perfuafion  under  the  difeipline  of  the 
Francifean  and  Dominican  orders  of  mlffionaries 
in  New  Albion,  and  throughout  the  peninfula  of 
California,  amounted  to  about  twenty  thoufand, 
and  they  were  eftlmated  at  an  eighth  or  tenth  of' 
the  whole  native  population  of  thofe  countries. 
Their  progrefs  towards  civilization  feems  to  have 
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been  remarkably  flow ;  and  it  is  not  very  likely 
to  become  more  rapid,  until  the  impolicy  of  ex¬ 
cluding  foreign  vifitors  fhall  be  laid  afide,  and  an 
amicable  commercial  intercourfe  fubflituted  in 
its  room  ;  by  which  lyftem,  new  wants  becom¬ 
ing  neceflary,  new  comforts  would  be  introduced; 
this  would  ftimulate  them  to  induilry,  their 
lands  would  be  examined  and  cultivated,  and 
their  ftock  of  cattle  would,  by  attention,  foon  in- 
creafe  fo  ubundantly,  as  to  enable  them  to  dlfpofe 
of  the  furplus  produce  of  their  farms  to  ftrangers. 


for  fuch  articles  of  convenience  as  would  tend  to 
facilitate  their  labours,  and  otherwlfe  render  their 
lives  more  comfortable.  Provifions,  timber,  and 
fea  otter  Ikins,  would  be  the  firft  commodities  for 
their  exportation  ;  and  though  the  fea  otter  flclns 
obtained  in  thefe  parts,  are  certainly  inferior  to, 
thofe  procured  further  to  the  north,  they  could 
not  fail  of  becoming  a  profitable  article  of  traffic. 

I  did  not  find  that  New  Albion  had  yet  been 
fuppofed  to  contain  any  valuable  minerals,  nor  is 
California  eonfidered  much  richer  in  that  refpedl; 
though  I  underftood,  that  about  14  leagues  to 
the  north- weft  of  the  Prefidio  of  Loretto,  which 
is  fituated  in  the  25th  degree  of  north  latitude  on 
the  fliores  of  the  peninfula  in  the  gulf  of  Califor¬ 
nia,  the  Spaniards  had  lately  difcovered  two  filver 
mines  that  were  ftated  to  be  tolerably  productive. 
The  Prefidio  of  Loretto  is  on  a  more  extenfive 
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plan  than  any.  in  New  Albion ;  its  inhabitant^ 
amount  to  about  feventy  Spaniards  and  fevera.1 
families  of  Indians,  befides  a  mixed  race  exclufivQ 
of  the  garrifon,  which  is  compofed  of  a  company 
of  fixty  foldiers,  with  their  of&cers. 

The  miffionaries  of  the  Francifcan  order,  who 
extend  their  fundlions  no  further  fouth  than  St. 

•I  1 

Diego,  acl  in  all  cafes  under  the  particular  direc¬ 
tion  of  their  college,  a  branch  of  which  is  eftab- 
lilhed  at  Mexico ;  with  which  a  conftant  cor- 
refpondeiice  is  kept  up,  and  by  which  their  con- 
dudl  appears,  on  all  occafions,  to  be  regulated  ; 
and  they  fcem,  in  moft  refpedts,  nearly  indepen¬ 
dent  of  military  fubjedtion. 

From  this  bref  ft  etch,  fome  idea  may  probably 
be  formed  of  the  prefent  ftate  of  the  European 
iettlements  in  this  country,  and  the  degree  of 
importance  they  are  of  to  the  Spanifh  monarchy, 
which  retains  this  extent  of  country  under  its 
authority  by  a  farce  that,  had  we  not  been  eye- 
wdtneffes  of  its  infignificance  in  many  inftances, 
w^e  fhould  hardly  have  given  credit  to  the  poffi- 
bihty  of  fo  fmall  a  body  of  men  keeping  in  awe, 
and  under  fubjection,  the  natives  of  this  country, 
without  reforting  to  harfh  or  unjuftifiable  mea- 
fures.  The  number  of  their  forces,  between  port 
St.  Francifco  and  St.  Diego,  including  both 
eftablifliments,  and  occupying  an  extent  in  one 
line  of  upwards  of  420  nautical  miles,  does  not 
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amount  to  three  hundred,  officers  included  ;  and 
from  St.  Diego  fouthward,  to  Loretto,  not  above 
one  hundred  more^  exciufive  of  the  garrifon  and 
fettlers  refiding  at  that  port.  Thefe  are  all  that 
are  employed  for  the  protection  of  the  miffions. 
Thofe  of  the  Dominican  order,  to  the  fouthw^ard 
of  St.  Diego,  are  fixteen  in  number,  each  of 
which  is  guarded  by  five  foldiers  only.  Of  the 
Francifcan  order^  to  the  northward  of  St.  Diego, 
there  are  thirteen  ;  feme  guarded  by  five,  whilft 
others  have  eight,  ten,  or  twelve  foldiers  for  their 
protection,  in  thofe  fituations  where  the  Indians 
are  more  numerous,  and  likely  to  prove  trouble- 
fome.  This  feems  to  be  more  apprehended  at 
La  Soledad  and  at  St.  Antonio  than  at  any  other 
of  the  eftabliffirnents.  The  Prefidio  of  St.  Diego 
and  S'"  Barbara  are  each  garrifoned  by  a  company 
of  fixty  men  ;  out  of  which  number  guards  are 
afforded  to  the  miffions  of  the  fame  names.  The 
garrifon  of  Monterrey,  generally,  I  believe,  con- 
fifts  of  a  company  of  fixty  cr  eighty  men,  and 
that  of  St.  Francifo  thirty -fix  men  only.  Thefe 
foldiers  are  all  very  expert  horfemen,  and,  fa 
far  as  their  numbers  extend,  are  wxll  qualified 
to  fupport  themfelves  againfl:  any  domeflic  in- 
furrection  ;  but  are  totally  incapable  of  making 
any  refi'ftance  againft  a  foreign  invafion. 

The  number  of  veffels  that  have  lately  vifited ' 
the  coall:  of  North- Weft  America  in  new  com¬ 
mercial 
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inercial  purfuits,  have  been  iniirumental  in  awak- 
^ening  the  attention  of  the  Spaniards,  and  they 
have  recently  made  fome  efforts  to  ffiew  an  ap¬ 
pearance  of  defence.  On  our  laft  vifft  to  St. 
Francifco,  eleven  difmounted  brafs  cannon,  nine 
pounders,  with  a  large  quantity  pf  fhot,  of  two 
different  fizes,  were  lying  on  the  beach.  Thefe, 
we  underffood,  were  to  be  placed  on  the  fouth- 
earl:  point  of  entrance  into  the  port ;  which  is  a 
fteep  clilF,  well  fituated  to  command  the  paflage 
into  the  harbour,  but  is  commanded  in  return  by 
a  hill  at  no  great  diftance,  to  the  fouth-eaftward. 
Several  Spaniards,  with  a  numerous  body  of  In¬ 
dians,  on  our  late  viiit  on  the  top  of  the  cliff, 
were  employed  in  eredting  wdiat  feemed  to  be 
intended  for  a  platform,  or  a  barbet  battery,  but 
it  was  not  at  that  time  in  a  fufficient  ftate  of  for- 
wardnefs  for  us  to  decide,  w^hether  it  might  not 
he  defigned  for  a  more  regular  W'Ork. 

At  Monterrey  the  cannon,  w’hich,  on  our  for- 
rjner  yifit,  wxre  placed  before  the  Prefidio,  were 
now  removed  to  the  hill,  mentioned  at  that  time 
as  intended  to  be  fortified  for  the  purpofe  of 
comrnanding  the  anchorage.  Here  is  now  eredled 
a  forry  kind  of  barbet  battery,  confifting  chiefly 
of  a  fe>v  logs  of  w'oods,  irregularly  placed;  behind 
>vhich  thofc  cannon,  about  eleven  in  number, 
are  oppofed  to  tjie  anchorage,  with  very  little 
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protedion  in  the  front,  and  on  their  rear  and 
flanks  intirely  open  and  expofed. 

~  Barbara  is  a  poll  of  no  fmall  confequence, 
and  might  be  rendered  very  tenable,  by  fortifying 
a  hill  confpicuoufly  fituated  for  fuch  a  purpofe 
on  the  north-weft  fide  of  the  roadftead  ;  yet  they 
have  here  only  two  brafs  nine-pounders,  placed 
before  the  entrance  into  the  Prefidio,  which  is 
fltuated  in  the  yalley  or  plain  beneath,  at  the  dif- 
tance  of  about  a  mile  from  this  eminence.  As 
this  poft  is  the  key  to  ^11  the  communication 
between  their  northern  and  fouthern  eftablifh- 
ments,  it  was  worthy  of  remark,  that  they  had 
not  attempted  to  provide  an  intercourfe  by  fome 
other  road, through  the  mountains, which  rife  per¬ 
pendicularly  immediately  behind  the  Prefidio,  and 
in  their  prefent  rugged  ft  ate  are  inacceffible,  left 
this  ftation  fapuld  ever  fall  into  poffeffion  of  an 
invading  enemy. 

With  little  difBculty' St.  Diego  might  alfo  be 
rendered  a  place  of  confiderable  ftrength,  by 
eftablilliing  a  fmall  force  at  the  entrance  of  the 
port ;  where,  at  this  time,  there  were  neither 
works,  guns,  houfes,  or  other  habitations  nearer 
than  the  Prefidio,  which  is  at  the  diftance  of  at 
leaft  five  miles  from  the  port,  and  where  they 
have  only  three  fmall  pieces  of  brafs  cannon. 

Such  is  the  condition  of  this  country  as  it  re- 
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fpeits  its  internal  fecurity,  and  external  defence ; 
but  why  fuch  an  extent  of  territory  fliould  have 
been  thus  fubjugated,  and  after  all  the  expence 
and  labour  that  has  been  beftowed  upon  its  colo¬ 
nization  turned  to  no  account  whatever,  is  a 
myftery  in  the  fcience  of  ftate  policy  not  eafily  to 
be  explained. 

The  natives  are  not,  nor  can  they  be,  rendered 
tributary,  becaufe  they  pofTefs  no  tribute  to  offer; 
nor  do  thefe  territories,  though  greatly  favored 
by  nature,  contain,  or  under  the  prefent  arrange¬ 
ment  feem  intended  in  future  to  contain,  large 
towms  or  cities,  whofe  inhabitants  could  in  any 
refpedl  add  to  the  affluence,  grandeur,  or  dignity 
of  the  monarch  who  upholds  them.  If  thefe 
eftablifliments  are  intended  as  a  barrier  agalnft 
foreign  intruders,  the  object  in  view  has  been 
greatly  miftaken,  and  the  moft  ready  means  have 
been  adopted  to  allure  other  powers,  by  the  de^ 
fencelefs  ftate  of  what  the  Spaniards  confider  as 
their  fortreffes  and  ftrongholds.  Should  the  am¬ 
bition  of  any  civilized  nation  tempt  it  to  feize 
on  thefe  unfupported  pofts,  they  could  not  make 
the  leaft  reiiftance,  and  muft  inevitably  fall  to  a 
force  barely  fufficient  for  garrifoning  and  fecuring 
the  country;  efpecially  tli..  t  part  which  I  have 
comprehended  under  the  denomination  of  New 
Albion,  whofe  fouthernmoft  limits  lie  under  the 
30th  degree  of  north  latitude.  Here  the  epaft, 
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wafhed  by  the  waters  of  the  Pacific,  is  not  mord 
than  30  leagues  (if  fo  much)  from'  the  flibrcs  under 
the  fame  parallel,  nearly  at  the  head  of  the  gulf 
of  California.  This  pafs,  being  once  well  fecured 
by  any  power,  determined  to^  wfeft  Ncw  Albroii 
from  the  Spanifli  monarchy,  would  inevitably 
prevent  ah  army  by  land  from  coming  to  the 
fupport  of  the  prefent  polfeiTors,  or  to  the  annoy¬ 
ance  of  an  invading  enemy  ;  for  two  very  obvioua 
reafons.  The  firft  is,  that  the  natives  of  the 
country  about  the  river  Colorado,  a  mofi:  daring 
and  warlike  people,  have  from  time  Immemorial 
been  the  inveterate  and  avowed  enemies  of  the 
Spaniards ;  who  not  many  years  fince  furprized 
and  cut  off  a  Prefidlo  and  miffion,  containing 
near  an  hundred  Spaniards,  and  ftill  continue  to 
aft  on  all  occafions  with  hoftillty.  The  other 
leafon  Is,  that  to  the  weftward  of  the  territory  of 
thefe  people,  from  the  banks  of  the  Colorado,  the 
mountainous,  barren,  and  irihofpitable  ftate  of 
the  country  renders  it  at  prefent  fo  totally  im-^ 
paflable,  that  the  Spaniards  could  never  penetrate^ 
by  land  at  the  back  of  thefe  their  new  cftablifli''* 
ments.  Thefe  fafls  wxre  eftabliilied  by  many 
inquiries,  and  confirmed  by  the  route  which  the 
Spaniards  purfue  for  the  purpofe  of  avoiding  fuck 
difficulties,  when  paffing  between  their  fettle- 
ments  la  New  Albion,  and  thofe  north- eaftward 
of  the  river  Colorado,  which  are  inftanccs  that 
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frequently  occur  ;  and  on  thefe  occafions  they  arc 
obliged  to  go  as  far  fouth  as  the  Prefidio  of  LyO- 
retto  before  they  crofs  the  gulf  of  California,  and 
then  proceed  along  its  eaftern  fhorcs,  northward, 
to  their  deftftatlon,  even  though  it  fhould  be  to 
the  city  of  S  Fee,  the  capital  of  New  Mexico. 

This  city  was  founded  in  the  beginning  of  the 
laft  century,  about  the  tlnre  when  the  Count  of 
Monterrey  w^as  viceroy  of  New  Spain  ;  it  is  gar- 
rifoned  with  five  hundred  men  onlv,  and  it  is 
faid  to  be  fituated  in  the  fmefi:  country  that 
America  affords,  nearly  under  the  meridan  of 
Loretto  and  the  parallel  of  port  St.  Francifco; 
between  which  port  and  S^^'  Fee,  an  extent  of 
about  100  leagues,  the  Spaniards  have  endea¬ 
voured  to  effedt  a  communication  by  land,  though 
hitherto  unfuccefsfully;  their  labours  having  been 
conftantly  defeated  by  the  obftruCdon  of  the  lofty 
range  of  mountains  exifting  between  NewMexico 
and  the  fea  coaft.  This  project,  how'ever,  is  not 
intlrely  abandoned,  though  little  hope  w^as  enter¬ 
tained  of  its  accompllfiriTient. 

The  Spaniards,  in  doing  thus  much,  have  only 
cleared  the  way  for  the  ambitious  enterprizes  of 
thofe  maritime  powers,  who,  in  the  avidity  of 
commercial  purfuits,  may  feek  to  be  benefited  by 
the  advantages  wdiich  the  fertile  foil  of  New  Al¬ 
bion  feems  calculated  to  afford.  By  the  forma¬ 
tion  of  fuch  efcabli  fir  merits,  fo  wide  from  each 

r 


41 6  A  VOYAGE  OP  DISCOVERY  [dEC^ 

Other,  and  fo  unprotec^led  in  themfelves,  the  ori¬ 
ginal  dcfign  of  fettling  the  country  feems  to  have 
been  completely  fet  afide,  and,  inftead  of  ftrength- 
ening  the  barrier  to  their  valuable  pofleffions  irt 
New  Spain,  they  have  thrown  irrefiftible  temp-^ 
tations  in  the  way  of  ftrangers  to  trefpafs  over 
their  boundary. 

From  their  dominions  in  New  Spain  they  have 
flocked  this  frontier  country  with  fuch  an  abun¬ 
dance  of  cattle  of  all  defcriptions,  that  it  is  no 
longer  in  their  power,  even  were  they  fo  inclin¬ 
ed,  to  effedt  their  extermination.  They  have  alfo 
pointed  out  many  fertile  fpots,  fome  of  which  are 
very  extenfive,  where  they  have  introduced  the 
moft  valuable  vegetable  productions,  not  only  ne- 
ceffary  to  the  fuftenance,  but  miniftering  to 
many  of  the  luxuries,  of  civilized  fociety ;  and 
they  have,  by  their  previous  experiments,  fully 
afeertained  in  what  degree  each  is  found  to  fuc- 
ceed.  A  certain  proportion  of  the  natives  have> 
by  the  indefatisrable  labour  of  the  miffionaries* 

./■  O  ' 

been  weaned  from  their  former  uncivilized^ 
fiivage  way  of  life,  and  are  become  obedient  to 
focial  forms,  and  praePcifed  in  many  domeftic  oc-^ 
cupations.  All  thefe  circumftances  are  valuable 
confideratioiis  to  new  m afters,  from  whofe  power, 
if  properly  employed,  the  Spaniards  w^ould  have 
no  alterna.tive  but  that  of  fubmiffively  yielding. 

That  fuch  an  event  Ihould  take  place  appear^ 
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by  no  means  to  be  very  improbable^  ftiould  the 
commerce  of  North-weft  America  be  further  ex¬ 
tended.  The  advantages  that  have  already  been 
derived,  and  are  likely  ftill  to  accrue,  in  the  pro- 
fecution  of  a  well-condudted  trade,  between  this 
coaft  and  China,  India,  Japan,  and  other  places, 
may  on  fome  future  day,  under  a  judicious  and 
well-regulated  eftabllfliment,  become  an  objed: 
of  ferious  and  important  confideration,  to  any 
nation  that  fliall  be  inclined  to  reap  the  advan¬ 
tages  of  fuch  a  commerce. 

Ruffia  at  prefent  feems  principally  to  engrofs 
thefe  benefits,  in  confequence  of  the  unwife  com¬ 
petition  between  private  adventurers  of  other  na¬ 
tions,  not  only  on  the  coaft  of  America,  but  alfo 
at  Canton  and  in  its  neighbourhood ;  the  only 
market  to  which,  af  prefent,  fuch  adventurers  can 
carry  the  furs  of  North-weft  America. 

The  importance  of  fuch  a  trade,  politically 
confidered,  or  the  value  of  it,  when  duly  appre¬ 
ciated,  to  private  adventurers,  I  fliall  leave  to  the 
decifion  of  thofe  who  are  better  Informed  on  fuch 
fubjeds  ;  becaufe  I  had  no  opportunity  of  receiv¬ 
ing  fatisfadory  information  upon  matters  of  that 
intricate  nature. 
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